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Text 
While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, "My daughter has just died. But 

come and put your hand on her, and she will live." 19 Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his 

disciples. 20 Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and 

touched the edge of his cloak. 21 She said to herself, "If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed." 22 Jesus 

turned and saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, "your faith has healed you." And the woman was 

healed from that moment. 23 When Jesus entered the ruler's house and saw the flute players and the noisy 

crowd, 24 he said, "Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep." But they laughed at him. 25 After the crowd 

had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26 News of this spread 

through all that region. 27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, "Have 

mercy on us, Son of David!" 28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, 

"Do you believe that I am able to do this?" "Yes, Lord," they replied. 29 Then he touched their eyes and 

said, "According to your faith will it be done to you"; 30 and their sight was restored. Jesus warned them 

sternly, "See that no one knows about this." 31 But they went out and spread the news about him all over 

that region. 32 While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was 

brought to Jesus. 33 And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd 

was amazed and said, "Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel." 34 But the Pharisees said, "It is by 

the prince of demons that he drives out demons." 

 

Introduction 
 Two weeks ago – the last time we were in Matthew – we ended with a discussion 

of the new wine that Jesus came to bring.  He was the bridegroom and there was a joyful, 

festive atmosphere around him, which is why we saw ‘sinners’ and tax collectors relaxing 

at a party with Jesus.  Where Jesus was there was joy, at least for those who knew they 

were sick and needed healing.  Jesus forgives sins and thus lifts a weight from people; he 

doesn’t heap on burdens or guilt. 

 Last week when Pastor Q spoke from Luke 15 and the story of the Prodigal Son 

you also saw that God’s grace is pictured as a party, there is festive joy in his presence, a 

grand banquet.  Jesus is full of life and life-giving, not draining, distant, impossible to 

please, someone you walk on eggshells around.  Where the real Jesus is there is real joy. 

 So why would anybody not like Jesus??  That’s a very interesting question.  We 

will see a few more examples today of the compassion, patience, power, willingness to 

help and general amazingness of Jesus and it results in admiration from many, but a 

theme that’s been starting to build of late in Matthew is opposition and that sentiment 

gets the last word in today’s text.  There are some people who just don’t like the real 

Jesus; they resent him and speak ill of him. 
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 So we’re going to look at this last cluster of three miracle stories (one of them has 

a bonus miracle thrown into it), and as we look at them we’ll continue to observe the 

amazing character of Jesus.  And then we’ll reflect on what might be going on in v. 34 

with the Pharisees maligning Jesus who is obviously doing good.  And then we’ll end by 

assessing our own relationship to Jesus.  In short, what we’re going to see today is just 

this: some people resist the real Jesus. 

 

Let’s pray… [“May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you! May those who love 

your salvation say evermore, ‘God is great!’  But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O 

God!” (Ps. 70:4-5)] 

 

Women 

 So three sets of three stories revealing Jesus’ unique authority not just to teach, 

not just in the realm of information and ideas, but over the created order as well.  

Christianity doesn’t fit nicely into the two tier, higher vs. lower system of Plato and other 

dualisms that separate physical and spiritual.  Jesus is a wholistic savior.  The 

implications of that I know I have not fully figured out, but they are worth pondering.  

Today we are in the third set of three and as I said there’s an extra healing snuck in here.  

So technically today we have four stories.  But the first two are so intertwined in the 

tradition (Mark and Luke also sandwich the bleeding woman in between Jairus and his 

daughter) and in their theme that they deserve to be taken together. 

 Matthew doesn’t give the man’s name; Mark and Luke tell us it was Jairus.  In 

fact, as with many of these stories we’ve been looking at, Matthew significantly 

abbreviates and compresses the account as it’s told elsewhere.  He simply tells us that 

“While [Jesus] was saying this, a ruler [Matthew doesn’t specify but the others tell us this 

is a ruler of the local synagogue] came and knelt before him and said, ‘My daughter has 

just died.  But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.’  Jesus got up and went 

with him, and so did his disciples” (vv. 18-19).  Actually, according to the other accounts 

she hadn’t quite died yet at the initial request for help, though she was clearly dying – as 

good as dead.  Matthew just gets us to go with an important man who had come and 

kneeled before Jesus with a desperate need.  And Jesus goes to help the man… and the 

girl. 

 Along the way, however, Jesus has another encounter with someone caught up in 

the excited crowd.  “Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve 

years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak” (v. 20).  The ‘edge of his 

cloak’ refers probably to the tassels that the OT Law required Israelites to have on the 

four corners of their garments.  They would be made of a blue cord and they were a tool 

to help people “remember all the commands of the Lord” (Nu. 15:39).  So Jesus did this.  

He kept that law, which was a reminder to keep the whole of God’s Law.  Jesus is not a 

complete non-conformist – just some renegade.  He actually was a law-keeping Israelite. 

 But he ultimately understood that the Law desired mercy above mere sacrifice and 

outward obedience.  His genuine love for God overflowed in actual love for people.  

Because he was the perfect and only true Lawkeeper he was able and willing to assume 

upon himself the defilements spoken of in the Law in order to heal people.  Pay attention 

to what he’s doing here.  Almost all scholars agree that “subject to bleeding” is a man’s 

way of reporting that this woman had really heavy periods, perhaps even constant 



3 

menstrual bleeding for 12 years!  And remember that Jesus is on his way to go “put [his] 

hand on”/touch a dead body.  And then compare that with OT laws such as Numbers 5:2 

– “Command the Israelites to send away from the camp anyone who has an infectious 

skin disease or a discharge of any kind, or who is ceremonially unclean because of a dead 

body.”  Discharges and dead bodies were defiling.  Leviticus 15:25-33 spells out the 

ritual uncleanness associated with women on their period.  I’m not going to defend those 

laws here (I’ll have to do that when we go through Leviticus, which we will do after 

Matthew), but simply make note that according to OT Law Jesus is putting himself in 

some sketchy situations here. 

 This woman may have developed this disorder right away once she entered 

puberty as an early teenager.  And if so, no man would have married her and by this time 

she would have been in her mid-twenties, unwanted, unwed, and thus unprovided for.  If 

this condition had developed later in life she would have very likely been divorced and 

discarded.  And to top things off, as someone suffering from this chronic condition she 

would have been ostracized by society.  Only because of the excitement of the crowd was 

it possible for this woman to slip into human contact unnoticed.  “She said to herself, 

‘[It’s a large crowd; they’re distracted; maybe they won’t notice me.]  If I only touch his 

cloak, I will be healed’” (v. 21), hoping to slip away silently so she could confirm her 

cure. 

 Her plan worked well for awhile, but Jesus didn’t let her treat him superstitiously.  

He doesn’t want us to treat him as an impersonal power.  He stopped and “turned and saw 

her,” singling her out.  What would he say?  She may be exposed for breaking protocol, 

shamed publicly.  But instead he said, “Take heart, daughter… your faith has healed 

you.”  The same words and one can only surmise the same tone as that used with the 

paralytic back in v. 2 when Jesus said, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”  It’s 

essentially the same thing.  His sins are forgiven, her disgrace is taken away.  In fact, the 

word for healed is the same word for salvation.  The address is rendered in other 

translations as “Be of good cheer” (KJV).  We’re seeing a consistent picture of Jesus, 

aren’t we?  Jesus is not a cranky man.  He’s not upset.  He’s bringing cheer, joy.  He’s 

also not a magic machine with power to give healing.  He has infinite power yet he 

desires a personal encounter, a real relationship.  And so he calls the woman out, 

acknowledges her faith, admits his consent to her healing, “and the woman was healed 

from that moment” (v. 22).  It’s a tender picture of engaging with Jesus.  He won’t shame 

you, keep you at arm’s length… 

 But, remember, there’s another need that Jesus was in the middle of meeting.  He 

resumed his trip with the ruler to see his terminal daughter.  “When Jesus entered the 

ruler’s house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd…” (v. 23).  The commotion 

was common place in that culture when someone had died.  They didn’t express their 

grief with silent sadness or controlled sobs, but loud wails.  In fact, the louder the better.  

There were even people in those communities who specialized in mourning.  No doubt 

someone of the stature of a synagogue ruler would have had many funeral musicians and 

mourners at his house.  Tragedy had struck.  The little girl was dead. 

 But Jesus “said, ‘Go away.  The girl is not dead but asleep.’  But [the professional 

mourners who knew a dead body when they saw one and had been at many a funeral] 

laughed at him” (v. 24).  Nevertheless, somehow Jesus managed to have everyone put 

outside and “he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up.”  The way the story 
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is told she is clearly dead, not in a coma, yet Jesus treats her like a parent would treat a 

sleepy head on a sunny Saturday morning, sitting next to her bed and saying, “Honey, 

time to get up.  I made pancakes.”  Talk about power in service to love!  We’ve seen his 

power over disease, sickness, nature, demons, paralysis, and now over death itself.  

“Jesus is saying by his actions, ‘If I have you by the hand, death itself is nothing but 

sleep.”
1
  It’s another picture of Jesus’ strength in conjunction with his tenderness and of 

the hope we have if we’re connected to him. 

 So what do we make of this first section?  Obviously we are to wonder and 

marvel.  Jesus is special.  The unifying piece in all three of these snippets, like in the 

earlier section where every story ended with people being amazed, is that they all end 

with news spreading because people are speaking.  Verse 26 – “News of this spread 

through all that region.”  Jesus’ actions are truly newsworthy.  Specifically, Jesus is so 

powerful and yet so compassionate that he’s willing to submit himself to contamination 

in order to effect healing.  This is a clear preview of the cross and resurrection for 

helpless humanity’s salvation, the ultimately newsworthy event that makes up the essence 

of what we call the gospel (cf. 1Cor. 15:1-4), the good news that we get to spread all 

through the world.  It is utterly amazing that Jesus, the only impeccable law-keeper 

would willingly march to the cross, knowing what lay ahead, so he could take upon 

himself all our lawlessness and bear the law’s curse, defiled, dying outside the camp, 

only to rise three days later because not even death could defeat him and thereby win for 

us the fullness of the law’s blessings.  We see hints all over Matthew of where this is all 

going. 

 I want to also highlight one other aspect of this first section that could be easy to 

skip over, but I can’t help but think that there’s something intentional to Matthew’s 

telling of it.  And that is that this story with a story inserted in the middle of it shows 

undeniably that Jesus cares for women.  Did you get that?  He goes into a scene of death 

to heal a little girl.  I have three little girls.  There was a part of me that wanted to raise 

men, have boys to play ball with and change the oil and to teach how to be bold, daring, 

modern-day knights for the cause of Christ.  But I thoroughly love my girls.  They are 

precious to me and they are just as valuable as boys.  Jesus loved girls too and although 

so far in Matthew we’ve seen him almost entirely with his bros, here he shows that he 

thought females were just as important. 

 And that understanding is only furthered by the story of the woman with the 

‘issue’ of blood.  Jesus is concerned about women and their unique ‘issues’.  What this 

means is that there’s no room in Jesus’ community for misogyny of any shade.  Jesus is 

not disgusted by or embarrassed by or annoyed by or would rather be oblivious to the 

needs of women.  Women are no more needy than men, but their needs are particular and 

expressed differently and Jesus is just as much about meeting them as anything else.  And 

so I guess what I want to say is that as much as I want to encourage healthy, biblical 

masculinity and believe there is a cultural crisis there, I want to make absolutely clear 

that this cannot result in any sort of pride or chauvinism or man-centrism that denigrates 

women or is arrogantly exasperated with them.  A Christ-like man will be one who is 

completely respectful, valuing, and tenderly loving with women. 

 

The Blind 
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The second story in our triplet is of two blind men who Jesus healed by restoring 

their sight.  Something you’ve gotta understand here is that giving sight to the blind was 

clearly connected in the OT with messianic expectations (i.e. Is. 35:5-6).  This is behavior 

that Jews expected to come with the arrival of their Christ.  So here is Jesus with a 

building messianic commotion and here are two blind men.  “As Jesus went on from [the 

ruler’s house], two blind men followed him, calling out, ‘Have mercy on us, Son of 

David!’” (v. 27).  The request is implied – “Give us sight!”  The title they use is so telling 

– “Son of David.”  That was a messianic title, a royal, kingly term.  They were 

identifying Jesus as the messiah who could heal them, and even more the expectation was 

that this messiah would sit on David’s throne, ruling over a restored Jewish Kingdom 

where all maladies were gone.  So, “You’re the messiah, heal us,” they were saying. 

Why does Jesus seem to ignore them at first?  Because of that title ‘Son of 

David’.  He’s not ready to publicly, unequivocally connect himself with all that because 

the people’s expectations were off.  Jesus wasn’t there to usher in a political revolution.  

Something first had to be dealt with before that full-blown reality could happen, namely 

sin at the cross.  He was the messiah, but he wasn’t the messiah that popular opinion 

expected.  So he kind of dismisses these men alongside the road.  But they are persistent 

and “when he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, ‘Do you 

believe that I am able to do this?’  ‘Yes, Lord,’ they replied” (v. 28).  They may have 

been mistaken as to all it entailed, but they genuinely believed that Jesus was the 

messiah. 

“Then he touched their eyes and said, ‘According to your faith will it be done to 

you’; and their sight was restored” (vv. 29-30a).  Jesus was able.  He did have that power 

and he was there to manifest it (in limited form).  So he touched their eyes and they could 

see. 

But then “Jesus warned them sternly, ‘See that no one knows about this’” (v. 

30b).  Why does Jesus seem to want to shut them up at the end?  Again, because of that 

title ‘Son of David’.  We’ve seen him exercise this kind of PR control before because he 

didn’t want to be perceived of simply as a miracle worker (cf. 8:4).  And similarly here 

he tries to restrain the buzz because he doesn’t want everyone to think he is their 

understanding of the messiah and he’s here and start trying to force his hand to overthrow 

the Romans.  His time had not yet come.  Nevertheless, that didn’t stop these men from 

blabbering about it everywhere.  “They went out and spread the news about him all over 

that region” (v. 31). 

I’m not quite sure what to make of the fact that they didn’t obey the Lord.  Is that 

an understandable thing or a bad thing?  I think the main point to take away from this 

section here is that Jesus is indeed the messiah, yet he doesn’t want to be understood as 

bringing exactly what the people wanted out of a messiah – political revolution, 

overthrow of the Romans, re-establishment of their nation as the supreme power. 

 

The Mute 
 The final healing is even shorter.  It’s technically an exorcism – “While they were 

going out, a man who was demon-possessed… was brought to Jesus” (v. 32).  But this 

demon possession manifested itself in the fact that he “could not talk;” he was dumb.  

“And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke” (v. 33a).  No 
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doubt he too testified to what Jesus had done for him.  His mouth was opened to tell of 

the wonders he had experienced. 

So Jesus shows his care and his power for another poor, oppressed soul.  He 

brings more outbursts of wholistic salvation.  He restores this man to the ability to 

communicate, which is a vital component of being a whole, healthy human.  And “the 

crowd was amazed and said, ‘Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel” (v. 33b).  I 

take that as a summary statement about all 9 (or 10) miracle stories of the last two 

chapters, or more probably all the mighty acts Jesus has been doing in his ministry up to 

this point.  He was truly set apart.  Something extraordinary was happening in and 

through this Nazarene working out of Capernaum. 

 

What’s Not To Like? 
 And the natural question I guess would be – So what’s not to like about Jesus?  

He saves children and heals women.  He restores sight to the blind.  He frees the afflicted, 

putting songs on their once silent mouths.  How could you possibly object?  Yet the final 

verse of this section tells of people who were not impressed and spoke negatively about 

Jesus – “But the Pharisees said, ‘It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons’” 

(v. 34).  They did not like Jesus’ ministry and slandered him like an opponent in a 

political campaign.  They sought to attribute his power to evil, instead of good.  Some 

people resist the real Jesus. 

 Why?  Well for these particular people the clue I believe still lies in that title ‘Son 

of David’.  They didn’t like that people were viewing Jesus as the messiah while he 

wasn’t acting very messianic, in their estimation.  In chapter 12 Jesus casts a demon out 

of someone who was mute and blind man.  “All the people were astonished and said, 

‘Could this be the Son of David?’  But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, ‘It is only 

by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons’” (12:23-24).  It’s 

the same strategy they use here and it corroborates that this resistance clearly comes from 

the ‘Son of David’ ascription. 

The Pharisees wanted a messiah too!  So why didn’t they like Jesus as the 

messiah?  They wanted a messiah who was outwardly righteous not one who would hang 

out with ‘sinners’.  They wanted a tough, macho messiah, not one who would help 

women with their heavy periods.  They wanted an efficient messiah not one who was 

found in places of uncleanness and always hanging with the lame.  They wanted a 

messiah that would move ahead with organizing the faithful and leading them in revolt, 

not someone who was healing people in secret and skirting around the Davidic title.  

“C’mon, we’re the good guys, we’re ready to lend our service to a messiah that will rally 

us to throw off the bad guys and usher in a golden era.”  They had a plan, they had an 

agenda; and Jesus wasn’t fitting into it.  They wanted to be sword wielders in a messiah 

led effort to oust the Romans.  They didn’t want to be passive recipients of a salvation 

from an internal enemy called sin, effected by a messiah getting run through by the sword 

of the Romans. 

 But why are there still people today who resist the real Jesus?  Well, there are 

those on the outside who reject Christianity because it seems so weak compared to the 

inspiring calls to conquer the world through jihad, or attain to higher consciousness 

through conquering their will, or awakening the messiah within through the seven easy 

steps to be a better you.  And so they will denigrate Jesus in very similar ways to the 
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Pharisees in Mt. 9:34 did perhaps acknowledging his power but saying things about him 

like, “Jesus, Buddah, Mohhamed, Krishna, it’s all the same.”  They won’t say that his 

power is that of the unique, one-and-only God, but rather one of the thousand faces of a 

mythic hero, the greatest manifestation of which is usually the hero within that with a 

little inspiration can rise to conquer his greatest obstacles. 

There are others on the outside who see Christianity as full of a bunch of 

hypocrites ironically not as nice as them and their non-Christian friends (which when you 

think about it is kind of Phariseeism).  All rejections of the real Jesus – who entered our 

mess to raise the dead not help us with our agenda of reform – all ultimately stem from an 

irritation with the idea of being saved from their own sin and a determination to locate the 

enemy out there and have a hand in defeating him.  People think they know what their 

problems are and they have a plan for dealing with them, they just need a little help.  Real 

gospel Christianity is so offensive because it says you are sick and people really want to 

be the doctor, not the patient… or at least the nurse. 

 And the reality is that there are these people on the inside too.  Pharisees are 

found in the church trying to obscure the real Jesus and replace him with a counterfeit 

creation of their own passed off as Jesus.  They are irritable.  They have their own 

agendas for the church and they co-opt Jesus to be their mascot.  They want to keep it 

clean and respectable, powerful and a political force.  They can malign the real work of 

God because it makes them uncomfortable. 

 And the even greater reality is that this is deep within all of us.  We really don’t 

want to admit that we need to be saved, that we can’t do it ourselves.  We really have a 

deep aversion to grace.  It’s why my kids will protest when I see they have to use the 

potty and I put them on it or why some women don’t want the door opened for them and 

some men don’t want to stop and ask for directions.  “There’s an episode of The 

Simpsons in which Homer and Bart drift out to sea in a dinghy.  Homer wastes their water 

washing his socks and eats all their rations.  When a rescue plane flies overhead, Homer 

fires a flare, but it hits the plane.  At one point, as they find themselves in thick fog, 

Homer is in a hysterical panic.  ‘We’re doomed; we’re doomed,’ he cries.  Then the fog 

clears, and a boat drifts into view.  ‘Are you okay?’ someone calls.  But Homer is a 

typical man who won’t admit his need.  So he shouts back, ‘Yup, everything’s fine.’  The 

fog closes in again, the boat disappears, and Homer returns to his panic.”
2
  We like the 

idea of charity, but we never want to be the recipients of it.  We have a do-it-yourself-

streak that runs deep. 

 The real scandal, the real stumbling block to the real Jesus is not that he is telling 

you what to do.  We do have issues with being told what to do, but really the biggest rub 

is that Jesus is telling us we can’t do anything.  That is utterly offensive.  “Yeah!  Let’s 

take ‘em; let’s go get ‘em…”  But Jesus says the real enemy of God is you.  “Oh, okay, 

so what do I need to do to make myself better?”  Die!  You must be crucified with Christ 

and raised to new life with him.  We have a self-preservationist instinct that bucks this 

message, but that is what Jesus came to do and what it means to get in on the salvation he 

came to bring – as a receiver, not a participant. 

 We can get tired or bored with a Jesus who came to save us from our sin and be 

itching to do something, to partner with him to bring the kingdom, to spread shalom.  

Don’t get me wrong: Christians should hate and work against human trafficking.  But we 

have to realize that if we aim all our guns at the sex trade in Thailand and actually 
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eradicate it totally there, it will pop up somewhere else.  Sin is deeply embedded in the 

human heart.  We should care that quarry workers are being exploited in India.  But the 

real problem with that is me – I’m a consumer.  I want a cheap house.  And if I boycott 

all stone and only use wood, then pretty soon immigrant workers are going to be 

exploited in logging industries.  The problem with the world is far deeper than any cause 

we can throw our weight into can fix.  It needs the crucified Christ. 

Someone has once said that the only thing we contribute to our salvation is the sin 

from which we need to be saved.  We fight tooth and nail taking responsibility.  We make 

excuses.  We blame others.  We locate the real problem out there somewhere – “It’s the 

Romans.  It’s capitalism.  It’s the education system.  It’s the systemic injustices.  It’s the 

media.  It’s the ignorant.  It’s the intelligentsia.  It’s my dad who abandoned me.  It’s my 

uncle who molested me.  It’s my wife who doesn’t respect me.  It’s my husband who 

doesn’t love me.  It’s the church.  It’s my hormones.  It’s the weather.”  And Jesus is not 

saying those things aren’t evil.  But he’s saying the real evil lies deep within us and until 

we take responsibility and own that and give up wanting to have any hand in our 

redemption, we will miss the real Jesus. 

 So not just some people, but all people naturally resist the real Jesus.  He 

doesn’t let us identify the problem out there and be part of the solution.  He says the real 

problem is in you and you can’t do anything about it.  You need me, not just for 

assistance but for a complete rescue.  Gerhard Forde said, “When all our human 

possibilities are exhausted and we’re reduced to nothing, the One who creates out of 

nothing does his proper work.” 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 This is not ultimately bad news; it’s good news.  Jesus came to provide salvation.  

We should look to him and be filled with happy awe.  There’s a banquet table spread for 

you here.  It’s a place of welcome and joy, but the only condition for admittance to it is 

that you have to confess that you are so filthy and helpless on your own that it took the 

bloody death of the sinless Son of God to save you… 

 

Benediction 
May your hearts be opened to receive Jesus and may your mouths be opened to spread 

the news of who he is and what he has done for sinners. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 13, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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