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Text 
Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Without warning, a furious storm came up on 

the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples went and woke 

him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!" 26 He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so 

afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 27 The men 

were amazed and asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!" 28 When he 

arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs 

met him. They were so violent that no one could pass that way. 29 "What do you want with us, Son of 

God?" they shouted. "Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?" 30 Some distance from 

them a large herd of pigs was feeding. 31 The demons begged Jesus, "If you drive us out, send us into the 

herd of pigs." 32 He said to them, "Go!" So they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd 

rushed down the steep bank into the lake and died in the water. 33 Those tending the pigs ran off, went into 

the town and reported all this, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 Then the 

whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they pleaded with him to leave their region. 

9:1 Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2 Some men brought to him a 

paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, son; your sins 

are forgiven." 3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, "This fellow is blaspheming!" 4 

Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, "Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 5 Which is easier: 

to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? 6 But so that you may know that the Son of 

Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." Then he said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your mat and go 

home." 7 And the man got up and went home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and 

they praised God, who had given such authority to men. 

 

Introduction 
It’s good to have powerful friends, isn’t it?  Friends in high places, as the saying 

goes.  Have you ever experienced the benefits of that?  Maybe someone pulled some 

strings for you to get a job.  One of you was telling me this week of the ways that rich 

friends helped your family get established in the U.S. after emigrating.  If you’ve never 

had ‘connections’ you at least know what it means and wish you did have them.  Well, 

Jesus is the epitome of a friend in a high place.  So that concept is something like what 

we’re going see today… but not entirely. 

You see: you can discard the powerful person once he or she gets you the thing, 

the position, the status you really want.  It happens all the time.  People ‘use’ their 

connections.  Well, Jesus is not someone you can discard once he gets you what you 

want.  He cannot be messed with like that.  He is fearsome and awesome.  He is ultimate.  

He is able to save and destroy.  So it may be more like getting a favor from the 



2 

Godfather, that kind of terrifyingly powerful connection that you don’t dare diss… but 

not quite. 

Jesus is not someone you can step on to get places and he’s not someone who you 

can never get away from once he helps you out; he’s the person you really do want to 

know.  He is the ultimate.  He is the all-powerful ruler of the universe but he’s not a 

draconian mob boss (he came to free us from those, as we’ll see today).  Jesus is loving; 

he is good; he is kind; he is supremely desirable.  He harnesses his power to protect, free, 

and forgive us.  He puts his power in service to his love and uses it for our good.  He is 

altogether wonderful and amazing and I hope and pray that as we see his power unveiled 

even more today you are drawn to him in wonder and worship, you put your faith in him 

for the first time or your faith is strengthened. 

 In short, what we’re going to see today is just this: Jesus is supremely powerful 

and his power is at work for those who believe in him. 

We’re looking today at three stories about Jesus, intentionally clustered together 

in Matthew’s Gospel.  In fact we’re in a larger section of three clusters of three miracle 

stories.  This is the second, the middle cluster.  And each story in today’s cluster has 

something to say about us, but it is undeniably about Jesus and his supreme power, over 

nature, over demons, and finally over sin.  Jesus is supremely powerful and that power 

is at work for those who believe. 

 

Let’s pray… 

 

Power over Nature 

 The first story is a familiar story.  It’s found in Mark and Luke’s Gospels as well 

(as are the other two stories we’ll look at today).  Last week when we were looking at vv. 

18-22 we saw Jesus getting ready to cross to the other side of the lake.  ‘The lake’ is 

what’s other times called the Sea of Galilee or Gennesaret or Kinneret or the Sea of 

Tiberias.  It’s a smallish body of water in the north of Israel along the Jordan River.  

Jesus’ home base of operations for his ministry was in a fishing village along this lake 

called Capernaum, on the north-west side of the lake.  From there today we see him 

boarding a boat, “and his disciples followed him” (v. 23).  These are his committed crew, 

those who had heeded his gracious call and left everything to follow Jesus. 

 Now they’re all exhausted from the demands of this growing ministry – people 

everywhere, all kinds of needs – and Jesus wants to get away for awhile and go 

elsewhere.  A boat ride to the other side of the lake is a perfect idea.  Everything looked 

calm.  These guys, many of whom were fishermen, knew the ropes of sea-faring.  So they 

set out, but the conditions of the area with its altitude 600 ft. below sea level and the 

surrounding mountains made it possible for massive storms to swirl over this moderately 

sized lake.  It is nowhere near as big as Lake Michigan, but did you see some of the 

footage of Lake Michigan churning violently this week?  Or did you hear about the crew 

that died in the Race to Mackinaw this year when a storm came up? 

“Without warning,” we read, “a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the 

waves swept over the boat.”  Literally, the words used are describing an earthquake on 

the water, a violent disturbance of huge magnitudes.  So much so that these experienced 

fishermen freaked out. 
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But Jesus, where is he?  Calm as can be, sleeping through the storm like a baby.  

He is the picture of poise.  The Psalms describes a man who can “lie down and sleep in 

peace” even when surrounded by danger (Ps. 4:8; cf. 3:5) as a picture of faith.  

Throughout the Bible we see that faith moves in the opposite direction of fear.  I’m not 

going to do a full on allegorical sermon that about being calm in the storms of life.  But 

there is a sense here in which Jesus is presented as a great model of faith. 

But even more than that he is presented here as the object of faith.  “The disciples 

went and woke him, saying, ‘Lord, save us!  We’re going to drown!’” (v. 25).  They’re 

not calm, cool, and collected, but they know where to go.  And Jesus, after a brief 

comment about their unneeded panic “got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it 

was completely calm” (v. 26).  This isn’t a fable about the ‘storms of life’, this is a real 

account of a real event where Jesus simply spoke to a storm and it stopped.  Can you 

imagine the scene?  You could have heard a pin drop because of the complete stillness of 

the sea, but also because of the utter dropped-jaw astonishment of the disciples.  “The 

men were amazed and asked, ‘What kind of man is this?  Even the winds and the waves 

obey him!’” (v. 27). 

And that is the point.  Who is this!?  The full realization, strangely yet at the same 

time understandably, didn’t come to his disciples all at once, but their question is a bit 

rhetorical for Matthew’s readers – us.  We can see that the answer, of course, is – this is 

the God-man!  He’s clearly a man; he was after all asleep in the stern of the boat.  But 

he’s also clearly God.  As William Hendriksen put it, “Much that is wrong on earth can 

be corrected… But it takes deity to change the weather.”
1
  Right?  We may be able to 

predict it, like how they’re saying this winter is going to be one of the worst ever for 

Chicago, but we can’t do anything about.  Only God can.  Consider OT texts such as 

Psalm 89:9 describing Yahweh – “You rule over the surging sea; when its waves mount 

up, you still them.”  Or Ps. 107 describing a nautical scene and how the Lord “stilled the 

storm to a whisper; the waves of the sea were hushed” (Ps. 107:29).  Or towards the end 

of Job where God is interrogating Job and asking him who has the power to set limits for 

the sea (Job 38:8-11).  God is asserting his God-ness and Job had to shut his mouth.  But 

Jesus, Jesus can open his mouth and the waters listen.  Conclusion: Jesus is God! 

Jesus is supremely powerful over nature because he created nature.  “Through 

him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made” (Jn. 1:3).  

So if he made the watery chaos give way to land back in the beginning it was nothing for 

him to calm a raging sea here.  Whoa! 

 What does it mean that Jesus is supremely powerful over nature?  It means that 

the entire physical realm, the natural order that we have this love-hate relationship with – 

on the one hand we paint it, photograph it, visit its wonders, are drawn to its beauty, but 

on the other hand we also fear it, and feel its rage, and try to protect ourselves from it… 

this unpredictable yet appreciated environment we live in is under the control of the Lord 

Jesus.  And therefore knowing him is not exclusive to our relationship with it and we can 

look to him for protection from its violent outbursts, but mostly what we can take away 

from this is that Jesus, when he returns in his full glory, will liberate the creation that has 

been subjected to frustration and groans as in the pains of childbirth from its bondage to 

decay and bring it into the glorious freedom of the children of God (Rom. 8:19-22).  

Because we don’t want to be rid of this world; we just want it to be cleaned up, perfected, 

safe.  It means if we’re with Jesus we’re with the one who will transform, redeem, and 
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perfect the created order one day to make it the place of beauty and tranquility and he 

will remake our bodies to dwell in it.  That’s what Jesus does.  The end of Revelation 

describes this glorious New Creation and adds that it will no longer have any sea (Rev. 

21:1).  Don’t worry, I don’t think it means there will be no massive bodies of water, I just 

think it’s a symbolic way of saying that evil and the unpredictable churnings of water that 

made life so terrifying for so many ancient people will be completely absent from this 

place. 

 Now a word before we leave this story about faith.  The men in the boat with 

Jesus were the disciples, those who believed in Jesus and put their faith in him; at the risk 

of being anachronistic, they were Christians.  What do we make of Jesus’ words, “You of 

little faith, why are you so afraid?”  How do you hear that?  At first we might take them 

to be condemning, coming from a place of frustration in Jesus.  We may hear them as 

critical of us because we don’t always trust perfectly.  But I actually think they carry a 

good bit of comfort. 

 Last week when we looked at the hard sayings of Jesus we could get the idea that 

to be a follower of Christ you have your act all together, have no doubts, have your 

allegiance unwavering, unmixed, and always fixed on Jesus; that those who follow him 

are always perfectly enthralled, loyal, finding him to be their exclusive treasure.  Not at 

all!  The very next story has those who followed Jesus in the boat demonstrating “little 

faith.”  Sure, the paragon of faith would be to be like Jesus, trusting God, at ease when 

things aren’t easy.  We should be growing slowly in that as our faith strengthens.  But it’s 

not always that way.  And ultimately, it’s not the quality of your faith that saves you, it’s 

the object of your faith.  And even a little bit of faith gets you the same exact amount of 

salvation as a lot of faith.  The disciples were scared, but they had a shred of faith in 

Jesus and he saved them. 

 There’s another story in the OT that bears a lot of similarity to this one.  Both 

involve water.  Both involve God’s people freaking out.  And both end with God’s power 

displayed over the water for their salvation.  I’m referring to the crossing of the Red Sea 

in Exodus 14.  At the approaching Egyptians the Israelites “were terrified and cried out to 

the Lord” (Ex. 14:10).  Moses, the type of Christ, says, “Do not be afraid.  Stand firm and 

you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today….  The Lord will fight for 

you; you need only to be still” (Ex. 14:13-14).  And you know the story.  The Lord’s 

power over the sea is displayed in a stunning parting of it so that the Israelites could pass 

through on dry ground. 

One preacher I heard
2
 described that situation by saying there were no doubt 

people who strutted confidently through the sea with boldness thinking, “Wow!  This is 

cool.  Look what the Lord can do.”  But there were probably also many who walked 

through biting their nails, “It’s gonna fall on me; it’s gonna fall!”  But all passed through 

by faith and all arrived at the same place – safe on the other side.  It’s not the quality of 

your faith that matters, but the object.  So don’t focus on the purity of your believing.  

Take your eyes off of anything in you and simply focus on the power of Jesus.  He is 

supremely powerful over nature, but there’s more. 

 

Power over Demons 

So after a calm journey the rest of the way to the other side where nobody talked 

– “Did that just happen?” – Jesus and the disciples arrived in the region of the Gadarenes 
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on the southeast side of the lake.  This was part of what was known as the Decapolis – an 

area of 10 Greek cities.  The Gentile flavor of the land is shown by the presence of pigs a 

little later in the story.  Pigs you know were taboo for Jews.  So there’s a little 

foreshadowing here of Jesus’ intent to reach all peoples, not just Jews. 

Matthew tells us that Jesus was greeted by two demon-possessed men.  Mark and 

Luke, when they tell this story, just report one demoniac.  We’re not sure why Matthew 

has a penchant for doubling things (he does it elsewhere, e.g. 20:30-34), but he says there 

were two men possessed with evil spirits.  So either there really were two but the others 

just report one for some reason or Matthew has a reason for saying two; we don’t really 

know. 

And what exactly is demon possession?  We don’t see this as much today in the 

west.  Some would like to maintain it was a pre-modern diagnosis of some psychological 

disorder.  Perhaps that’s part of it.  But the Bible maintains that there is a spirit world and 

part of that world includes dark spirits, demons under the direction of a chief evil spirit 

called Satan.  We can’t just explain that away as a something of a backwards and 

unenlightened era.  In fact, in many ways the very notions of modernity that are allergic 

to this realm are actually Satanic.  This idea that science explains everything, that human 

rationality is ultimate – Satan is just as much in that as he is people foaming at the mouth 

with their heads twisting around (which still happens in non-Western settings today). 

These guys Jesus and his disciples encounter here are more like the foaming at the 

mouth kind.  “They were so violent that no one could pass that way” (v. 28).  These guys’ 

lives had become so given over to evil spirits that they lived among the tombs on the 

outskirts of town and were like characters from a horror movie.  But Jesus doesn’t side-

step them.  He’s not intimidated.  He passes that way and the demons actually cry out 

from within these men, “‘What do you want with us, Son of God?’ they shouted.  ‘Have 

you come here to torture us before the appointed time?’” (v. 29). 

Notice two things here.  (1) Demons know exactly who Jesus is and have no 

trouble confessing it; and (2) demons know there will be a judgment.  So Satan and his 

minions aren’t mistaken about the identity of Jesus.  They actually have pretty sound 

theology.  James 2:19 says that “even demons believe that [there is one God] – and 

shudder.”  They have no problem affirming the existence, power, even authority of God, 

present in Jesus Christ.  AND they shudder.  They know there is a judgment coming when 

God’s wrath will be poured out on evil, including them.  They know these things.  They 

are just recalcitrant in their hatred of God. 

So back to demon possession and all that.  It can look like wacky stuff, people 

crazy, violent, addicted, spewing profanity, hollow faces, glazed over eyes, destructive to 

themselves and others, all that.  And some of you here may have been or are currently 

caught up in some pretty obviously dark stuff.  But it can also, get this, look like people 

who are staunch monotheists, affirm the Chalcedonian definition of Christ’s (two natures 

in one person), and are proud of their theological precision, but untouched and loveless, 

using it as a way ironically to avoid God.  Or it could also look like people with a solid 

theology and accurate morality, acutely aware of impending judgment to the point that 

their consciences are tortured but yet entrenched in their arrogance that refuses to really 

accept the grace of the gospel.  All of this is demonic.  Satan doesn’t just have one 

strategy. 
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Anyway, here’s the main point of this section.  Jesus is supremely powerful 

over demons.  The evil spirits are no match for Jesus.  And his compassion extends to 

those entrapped in the demonic influence.  He’s going to free these men.  We read, 

“Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was feeding.  The demons begged Jesus, 

‘If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.’”  [Isn’t it worth pondering that the 

demons have to ask permission of Jesus for what they do?!]  He said to them, ‘Go!’  So 

they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into 

the lake and died in the water” (vv. 30-32).  These demons had taken over these guys and 

were bullies to other people, controlling where they went and didn’t go, but Jesus bosses 

them around.  He is supremely powerful. 

Why the pigs?  Not sure.  Perhaps it’s as simple as a consistent picture – unclean 

spirits in unclean places go to unclean animals.  And why the suicidal plunge into the 

water?  Again we can’t be sure, but (a) it does illustrate the destructive nature of demons; 

and (b) there’s a weird phrase in Lk. 11:24 that says “when an evil spirit comes out of a 

man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it.”  For some reason evil 

spirits were associated with water.  But mostly this aspect of the story just gives visible 

proof that the demons were gone from the men.  Something had truly transpired here.  It 

wasn’t just a trick.  Jesus wasn’t just the Demoniac Whisperer.  Real demons were driven 

out. 

Matthew doesn’t tell us much about the men who were helped.  But he does tell 

us the people’s response in the region.  They were ticked about their pigs!  Isn’t that 

interesting?  They wanted Jesus to go, despite the evidence of his power working good in 

people’s lives.  One person has said, “They preferred pigs to persons, swine to the 

Savior.”
3
  There was no faith response in this region to Jesus power.  And so Jesus leaves. 

But again, the main point here is that Jesus is supremely powerful over the 

powers of evil.  No matter what you’ve gotten yourself into, no matter how far gone into 

outright Satanism or the occult, or the more sanitized Satanism of rationality or morality 

(either what Elyse Fitzpatrick calls happy moralists or sad moralists)… no matter Jesus is 

more than able to overcome those things.  Look to him! 

 

Power over Sin 

 Let’s look now at the last story.  And to me this is the most exciting one and I 

think that’s why Matthew puts it third.  We’ve seen that Jesus is supremely powerful 

over nature and over demons.  Now we see that he is supremely powerful over sin.  

This is the most important.  Because this is humanity’s core issue.  We have personally 

rebelled against God.  We have within us from conception a bent away from God.  We 

are sinners.  Since the fall the physical order is askew and no doubt that has adverse 

affects on us.  Our brain chemicals, for instance, may be unbalanced and this predisposes 

us towards certain unhealthy behaviors, but that’s not an excuse.  Similarly, evil spirits 

work upon us negatively.  Dark forces tempt us and can take over more and more of our 

thinking and acting.  But we can never say, “The devil made me do it.”  We still bear the 

ultimate responsibility. 

 I’ve heard it described like a train.  The sinful passions and desires of our hearts 

are like a locomotive engine.  They are what drive our life.  That is the raging force 

propelling us along.  Circumstances, sins done to us by others, demonic influences – 

these are like the railroad tracks laid down in front of us for the locomotive to travel 
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down.  Does that make sense?  Our internal sin is pushing us down destructive tracks that 

may be determined by fallen, sinful, and evil external forces.  Yes those things may be 

horrible and we need to be re-routed (and God can do that), but ultimately we need our 

sin problem dealt with.  It’s not a perfect analogy and it’s not even perfectly suited to this 

text, but I think it’s helpful and I throw it in here to segue us to this last section. 

 In this final story in the triplet Jesus shows that his principal reason for coming is 

to exercise his authority to deal with people’s sins.   Back in Capernaum “some men 

brought to [Jesus] a paralytic, lying on a mat” (v. 2a).  Here’s someone again who has a 

desperate sense of need.  And he has comrades that showcase the highest form of 

friendship – they bring you to Jesus.  “When Jesus saw their faith [faith is in some ways 

visible], he said to the paralytic, ‘Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven’” (v. 2b). 

My greatest problem, your greatest problem is not the unpredictable forces of 

nature.  It’s not even Satan and the powers of darkness.  It’s our own sin.  And there’s 

nothing, absolutely nothing that I can do to deal with it.  Nothing!  I am impotent to deal 

with my sin problem.  I can’t make up for the past and I can’t cease sinning in the future.  

No spiritual disciplines or programs for spiritual transformation can fix it.  I am 

powerless.  But Jesus is supremely powerful over sin.  He is able to deal with it. 

So he pronounces forgiveness over this man and “at this, some of the teachers of 

the law said to themselves, ‘This fellow is blaspheming!’” (v. 3).  Why blasphemy?  

Because very clearly he is assuming for himself a prerogative the belongs entirely to God 

alone.  How can he pretend to have the authority to deal with peoples sins?  “Knowing 

their thoughts, Jesus said, ‘Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts?  Which is 

easier: to say, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, “Get up and walk”?  But so that you 

may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…’  Then he said to 

the paralytic, ‘Get up, take your mat and go home.’  And the man got up and went home” 

(vv. 4-7).  I guess anyone could say your sins are forgiven since it cannot really be 

falsified by external events.  So the logic here is that “Jesus’ demonstrable authority to 

cure the disabled man is evidence that he also has authority to forgive sins.”
4
 

Jesus, because of who he is and what he came to do (i.e. die on the cross for our 

sins and rise again for our justification), is able to dispense grace, absolution, pronounce 

with authority that our sins are no longer counted against us.  He is, after all, God the one 

whom our sins offended and the only one who has the power to remove them.  “Blessed 

is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  Blessed is the man 

whose sin the Lord does not count against him” (Ps. 32:1-2a).  This is all possible 

because of Jesus and if you simply come to Jesus in faith the forgiveness of sins is yours. 

Someone once objected to Martin Luther that this seems too good to be true.  

Luther showed him places in the Bible where it says that.  The incredulous man said, “It’s 

too easy.”  And Luther replied, “You think faith is easy?”  It’s the hardest thing to 

believe, but believe it we must.  There are no other options.  And again it’s not even the 

strength of our faith that makes it true.  Our faith may be weak and faltering and filled 

with doubts, but it’s the strength of our Savior.  And he has pronounced the forgiveness 

of our sins based upon his authority and work – “as far as the east is from the west, so far 

has he removed our transgressions from us” (Ps. 103:12).  Jesus wants us to look to him 

and in so doing for our faith to be strengthened. 

Religious people don’t like this idea of free pardon.  It’s interesting that here we 

find the first instance in Matthew’s Gospel of opposition from the religious 
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establishment.  But as C.S. Lewis said, “We know nothing of religion here; we think only 

of Christ.”  And Jesus offers his power to us to forgive us our sins. 

And Satan, Satan is happy to convince some that there’s no such thing as sin, 

others that sin is no big deal.  Sometimes he assures you that sin is fun.  He’ll even be 

content if you think sin is bad, but it’s just something other people do.  And he’s even in 

the business of getting people to wallow in the guilt of their sin if that’s where you are.  

The one thing Satan is absolutely opposed to is people knowing and believing that they 

are sinners and their sin is completely forgiven on account of Christ. 

I have a cousin who is in jail right now.  His life is a mess.  Maybe he got dealt 

some bad genes.  No doubt Satan has had a heyday with him in the dark tunnels he’s 

chosen to go down.  But the family is concerned, rightly so.  And well-meaning.  But I 

feel that sometimes our talk about Jesus in situations like this is mis-directed or 

incomplete.  Everyone is trying to tell him what Christ can do in his life if he turns to 

him.  And that’s true, but I said that’s not what he needs to hear right now, because that 

can ironically be salt in a wound.  My cousin has re-dedicated his life to the Lord several 

times, tried hard to clean up and turn around, but he’s stuck.  I said he doesn’t need to 

hear about what God can do in his life if he just looks to him.  So he needs to be told what 

he needs to do for God?  No, even worse!  He needs to be told what God has done for 

him in Christ.  He’s needs to come to Jesus and know that his sins are forgiven.  That’s 

the only way he will have hope for the future and start to be changed.  But that’s so hard 

for us on the outside of the slammer whose lives look relatively good to offer, isn’t it?  

We need to experience that afresh ourselves. 

 

The Lord’s Table 

Jesus is supremely powerful and his power is at work for those who believe 

in him.  “He is able to save completely those who come to God through him” (Heb. 

7:25).  All of his power to forgive sins, to free you and protect you from the devil’s work, 

to subdue the forces of nature, all of it is at the service of those who believe, even with 

feeble faith.  Come to Jesus, keep looking to Jesus.  Don’t stay away from him.  You 

have no power in yourself.  There is no other savior.  Come to Jesus.  And be amazed.  

May you encounter him today and may you be filled with awe and praise God. 

 

Benediction 
Take heart, brothers and sisters; your sins are forgiven.  And he who is in you now is 

greater than he who is in the world.  And by the power that enables him to bring 

everything under his control, he will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like 

his glorious body one day to dwell with him in a perfected creation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, October 23, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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