
This sermon is printed and distributed as part of the ongoing ministry of Immanuel Baptist Church 

© 2011 Nathaniel R. Carter 

From The Pulpit Of 
 

 
 

The Healings of Jesus 

 

No. 21 Matthew 8:1-17 October 2, 2011 

Series: Matthew  Nathan Carter 

 

Text 
When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 2 A man with leprosy came and 

knelt before him and said, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean." 3 Jesus reached out his hand 

and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately he was cured of his leprosy. 4 Then 

Jesus said to him, "See that you don't tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift 

Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." 5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to 

him, asking for help. 6 "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." 7 

Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." 8 The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you 

come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under 

authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I 

say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 10 When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those 

following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11 I say to you 

that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It 

will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour. 14 When Jesus 

came into Peter's house, he saw Peter's mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. 15 He touched her hand 

and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him. 16 When evening came, many who were 

demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 17 

This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: "He took up our infirmities and carried our 

diseases." 

 

Introduction 
 After setting Jesus up and introducing him to us in the early chapters, Matthew in 

ch. 4, v. 23 gave a brief synopsis of what Jesus’ early ministry was known for.  It says, 

“Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of 

the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.”  So Jesus was a 

teacher/preacher and Jesus was a healer.  Teaching and healing – this is what described 

Jesus’ ministry. 

 Then starting in ch. 5 and running all the way through ch. 7 we got to see a 

significant sample of Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount.  Now starting in ch. 8 

and running through ch. 9 we will be focusing primarily on Jesus’ healings, his miracles.  

Matthew’s structure will be three groups of three
1
 (what you might call) ‘power 

encounters’ broken up by discussions on discipleship. 

 Today we’re going to look at the first group of three – a leprous outcast, a 

suffering Gentile, and a sick woman.  Each one is more than a cool miracle.  There are 

layers of symbolic meaning in each one.  None of Jesus’ miracles are just dazzling tricks, 
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they were acted out parables; they signified something.  That’s why John regularly refers 

to them as ‘signs’ (i.e. Jn. 2:11).  And Matthew also has more in mind in recording the 

ones he does than simply wowing us with these stories.  They do wow and thus they do 

give evidence to Jesus’ claim of deity, but they do way more than that.  They reveal and 

explain what kind of deity we’re dealing with. 

 So here’s what we’re going to do today: we’ll look at each story individually, 

unpacking it some but making one key observation in each about the attitude each of 

these people have in relating to Jesus (what does it say about us), and then at the end 

we’ll pull it all together and see what this section says about Jesus and the kind of 

salvation he brings.  In short, what we’re going to see today is just this: the salvation 

Jesus came to bring is wholistic. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Leper 
 Matthew transitions us from the teaching of Jesus nicely by geographically taking 

us down off the mountainside (v. 1).  And he tells us that by this time Jesus had created 

quite a buzz.  Large crowds were showing up wherever he was.  Jesus in Capernaum 

would have been like Justin Bieber showing up at a mall in Schaumburg.  Now this kind 

of popularity doesn’t necessarily mean anything.  It comes and goes, doesn’t it?  What 

most people wanted from Jesus was a show.  Jesus wasn’t flattered by it all.  In fact, we 

see him trying to keep things on the down low, minimize his press by telling people 

whom he healed not to tell others.  He didn’t want to be known as merely a miracle 

worker (cf. Mk. 1:45) giving handouts.  He didn’t come to be a rock star.  He came to 

bring a salvation that was bigger than what most people were looking for. 

 But he did do miracles.  And not everyone that came to him was the same.  Let’s 

look at this first story here.  And as we do I want you to keep in your mind the word 

need.  “A man with leprosy came and knelt before him” (v. 2).  Whether this was what 

we call today Hansen’s Disease or something that would just fit in a broader category of 

skin diseases we can’t know for sure.  We do know that it was a dreaded condition to 

have in biblical times.  They understood that it was contagious and so the OT Law in 

Leviticus 13 described how “the person with such an infectious disease must wear torn 

clothes, let his hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of his face and cry out, ‘Unclean!  

Unclean!’  …He must live alone; he must live outside the camp” (Lev. 13:45-46).  So if 

you had leprosy you were ostracized, alienated, cut off.  Your features would begin to be 

disfigured; parts of your body might even fall off from time to time; the ability to feel 

pain might go away.  Leprosy was essentially a death sentence.  You were a walking 

corpse.  There was no known cure.  It was ugly.  Can you imagine this man’s 

predicament? 

And then can you imagine the scene?  In the midst of this star-struck crowd, the 

distant shouts of “Unclean!  Unclean!” start to get closer.  The people begin to quiet 

down and part to the sides.  Then this mangled up man, too gross to look at, comes and 

kneels before Jesus.  He’s desperate.  He has nothing.  He offers nothing.  He can’t even 

demand anything.  He simply says with humble entreaty, “Lord, if you are willing, you 

can make me clean” (v. 2).  Now people are waiting to see what would happen?  How 

would Jesus respond?  Disgust?  That’s how we might respond.  Indifference?  Sad, but 
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not much he could do for that… or maybe there was.  Maybe he would tell one of his 

disciples to send the guy away to wash somewhere in some river like Elisha with the 

leper Naaman in the OT (2Kngs. 5:10). 

 But no, instead it says that “Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  ‘I 

am willing,’ he said.  ‘Be clean!’  Immediately he was cured of his leprosy” (v. 3).  The 

Gospel of Mark adds when telling this story that Jesus was “filled with compassion” (Mk. 

41).  The question of ability doesn’t even come up.  And Jesus was most certainly willing 

to heal this man who was acutely aware of his need.  He didn’t turn him away or blow 

him off.  And he touched him!  He touched him!  He was willing to compromise his 

health and his status, to enter into the sufferings of this man, to heal him.  We’ll talk 

about this idea at the end again. 

 We’ll also talk more about what we see in the next detail of this interaction later, 

but let me just point it out here.  “The man is not merely cured but also restored to society 

through the proper procedure.”
2
  That’s what the instructions about going and showing 

himself to the priests are about.  This was the procedure laid out in the OT Law for 

restoration of those with infectious skin diseases.  You see: the physical suffering in some 

ways wasn’t this man’s biggest problem.  It was his isolation due to uncleanness.  Jesus 

restored him to society. 

 So there’s a lot in here, but I just want us for this first story to focus on the 

concept of need.  This man, because of his physical condition, had come to a place of 

great need.  His approach to Jesus is quite telling.  He doesn’t demand.  He has no sense 

of entitlement.  He recognizes Jesus as the Lord and kneels before him.  We’ve already 

talked in Matthew about how to get Jesus all you need is to need him.  This is a repeated 

theme we see in so many of these healings.  These are people who have come to the end 

of themselves.  They can’t help themselves.  They are desperate.  They are empty.  They 

are painfully aware of their need.  And they come to Jesus without pride or pretense but 

with complete brokenness and receive his compassionate touch. 

 I’ve been thinking about this lately.  Is this my attitude?  Am I aware of my utter 

need?  In my interactions with Jesus is this the context?  Or do I feel pretty well put 

together?  I really like how one evangelism ministry uses the toll-free number 1-888-

NEEDHIM.  Because for anyone to truly experience the salvation that Jesus came to 

bring there has to be a deep sense of need.  Not just a physical ailment.  This is where this 

is an illustration of a deeper truth.  Physical ailments can awaken the need.  But it’s at 

root a sense that you are not capable of saving yourself, you are not able to commandeer 

your future, you are not good on your own, your heart is “desperately sick” (Jer. 17:9), 

you are in fact a rotting, stinking, walking corpse, deserving of banishment from the 

presence of God and his society for ever and ever, with no claim on God, and you simply 

fall before him and appeal to his good will. 

Does that sound too harsh, too negative to you?  If someone totally resists that 

idea, then it is a sure sign that that person is not yet converted.  If he or she is still 

defending themselves, proving themselves, still maintaining, “I’m a decent person,” “I’m 

not that bad,” or (like the guy in Monty Python) “I’m getting better,” that person does not 

have Jesus or participate in the salvation he came to bring. 

And here’s the picture I had in my mind.  Perhaps it would be helpful for you.  

How do you know you are broken and needy?  When Christ puts his hand on you, you 

don’t squirm; you don’t bristle and brush it off.  Think about that.  The picture is 
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poignant for me as a dad.  When my kids are being rebellious and I (in my most Holy 

Spirit controlled moments) am trying to put my hand on them to express tender love and 

talk with them about their condition, I know that they are not grieved by the state of their 

hearts when they snarl and throw off my hand and try to run away.  Does the thought of 

God condescending to put his hand on you, to touch you, make you melt or does 

something in you revolt? 

 

Gentile 
 Next we read about an occasion when Jesus and his group entered the town of 

Capernaum, their home-base of operations (cf. 4:13), and “a centurion came to him, 

asking for help” (v. 5).  This man also has a dire sense of need.  His servant lay “at home 

paralyzed and in terrible suffering” (v. 6).  He asks for help, he respectfully calls Jesus 

‘Lord’, he genuinely insists that he is not ‘deserving’ to even have Jesus come into his 

home, and all of this coming from a man of high rank.  A centurion was someone 

traditionally who was in charge of 100 men in the military.  This is an officer, not an 

enlisted private.  Yet he comes to Jesus with great need.  The other important to know 

detail that goes along with him being a centurion is that a centurion was a member of the 

Roman army.  So an officer of the occupying force is speaking to a subject (a Nazarene) 

in this way; it’s remarkable. 

And then even more remarkable is Jesus’ response, because the man is a Gentile, 

a non-Jew, someone else that by OT Law should be excluded from full participation in 

God’s covenant blessings and by natural expectation would be despised.  Jesus seems
3
 to 

be willing to go to his house, just like he was willing to touch a leper. 

 The centurion demurs – “I’m not worthy.”  He, a Gentile, could not possibly have 

this Jewish teacher-healer into his home.  Then he begins to explain that he knows how 

authority works from his job and in so doing is acknowledging that Jesus has an authority 

of another nature.  Authority is still very much in Matthew’s mind as he’s presenting 

these stories.  “In chapters 5-7 Jesus taught with authority; now he is healing with 

authority as well.”
4
  But the main word I want you to think of here is the word faith.  This 

centurion also shows need, but what Jesus singles out here to commend is his faith.  

“When Jesus heard this [recognition of his authority], he was astonished and said to those 

following him, ‘I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great 

faith’” (v. 10). 

And then he seizes the opportunity to clarify that God’s intention from the 

beginning was not racial segregation.  He’s here to undo that.  The great salvation that he 

is bringing, when it is consummated, will include people from the east and the west, north 

and south, every tongue and tribe.  Those excluded will only be those who did not think 

they needed Jesus and who will continue to gnash their teeth in seething anger at his 

authority. 

 But notice the nature of the faith expressed by the centurion.  Why is it so 

astounding and noteworthy?  The centurion needs Jesus, recognizes Jesus’ authority, and 

then believes that Jesus can make things right with just a word.  The centurion believes 

that Jesus’ word alone is powerful enough to make things right with his servant.  And of 

course it was – “Then Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Go!  It will be done just as you 

believed it would.’  And his servant was healed at that very hour” (v. 13). 
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 Is that a picture of your faith?  Do you recognize your need, come to Jesus not 

with a “if you can” but “if you will” and then trust that his word is enough, that when he 

pronounces to you that your sins are forgiven, they are?  When you hear that 

announcement you know it’s true.  This is faith.  It sees the seriousness of the 

predicament, comes to Jesus with humility, and believes Jesus to have the authority to 

remedy your need with a mere pronouncement.  Does that characterize your relationship 

with Jesus?  Because there’s a way to be aware of your sin, know and admit that you are 

needy, but not have faith.  And there too there is no salvation.  It’s easy to get a glimpse 

into the twisted nature of your heart and for that to make you grumpy.  When you think 

of Jesus you just find it really hard to believe that his word alone declares you to be 

righteous even when you know very clearly that you are not.  May we have faith in 

Christ’s word. 

 

Woman 
 The third and final healing encounter in this section is a very short report of Jesus 

healing Peter’s mother-in-law.  It’s interesting to take notice of the fact that the Apostle 

Peter was married and brought his family along with him in the ministry (cf. 1Cor. 9:5).  

But the point here is the miracle.  On one occasion Jesus was in Peter’s house and his 

wife’s mother was bedridden.  So everyone is gathered in the living room, but back in the 

bedroom is a woman who can’t get up, she’s that sick.  All it says is a fever, but that was 

a big deal back then.  Possibly something like malaria.  She was incapacitated by the 

illness.  And what does Jesus do?  He went to her and gently touched her hand and the 

fever left her. 

Clearly this shows the power of Jesus.  It shows the compassion and concern of 

Jesus, even for women.  But the word I want you to have for this story is service.  What is 

the result of this woman’s healing?  “He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she 

got up and began to wait on him” (v. 15).  That detail is not just included to show that she 

was healed immediately.  There’s something more to it.  Her response to Jesus’ gracious 

healing touch is service.  Matthew says she began to serve him.  Mark and Luke say that 

she began to serve them.  You get the picture.  She is healed by Jesus and she is up right 

away hosting, serving people, getting them drinks, loving God and loving others.  That’s 

the result of this healing. 

And this isn’t just a response of gratitude.  This is what people were made to do – 

using their lives, their gifts, their talents, their abilities, to serve the Lord and others.  The 

myriad ways that the world has broken down keeps people from living.  We are 

incapacitated.  But the salvation Jesus brings restores, like with the leper who was 

restored to community.  Here Jesus’ work with Peter’s mother-in-law was to repeal the 

work of sin and Satan resulting in sickness so that she could resume what she was made 

for – serving the Lord and people.  The effects of sin are rolled back and what is left is a 

person delighting to serve. 

Is that how you experience salvation?  You know your need and come to Jesus to 

meet it but don’t let that warp into some selfish, self-centered, self-absorbed thing, but 

rather begin to see God’s declaration over you as so decisive that you are then free and 

able to serve God and others, which is what you were made for in the first place.  It’s 

what you love to do?  It’s what you naturally do when your great sin is forgiven and its 
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effects are rolled back?  If you’re sick, do you want to be healed so you can serve God 

and others more effectively? 

This is yet another sign that someone is not genuinely converted – if Jesus is 

exploited for what he can give you and his perceived gifts don’t elicit and create a 

situation of joyful devotion to God and of self-forgetful service to others, then you 

haven’t really experienced the salvation Jesus came to bring. 

 

Fulfillment Formula 
 Okay.  This brings us to the main point that Matthew pulls together in his 

concluding remarks.  Enough about our side of the encounter with the salvation Jesus 

brings – need, faith, service.  Let’s get a better grasp on what Matthew is trying to show 

us specifically about the salvation Jesus is bringing.  All three of these miracles show 

Jesus not just concerned with the soul but the body also, not just with forgiveness of sins 

and going to heaven when you die, but with the restoration of the natural and social order.  

So I want to be careful in teasing out the parabolic nature of these healings not to just 

spiritualize them.  That would be to miss the point too!  They are more than just a 

metaphor.  The salvation Jesus came to bring is wholistic. 

 Matthew throws in that in the evening (a detail that the other Gospels elucidate – 

it had been a Sabbath and so sun-down indicated a new day and thus the resuming of 

activities) “many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the 

spirits with a word and healed all the sick” (v. 16).  He wasn’t just teaching.  He wasn’t 

just preaching spiritual truth.  He was meeting tangible, physical needs. 

And then Matthew caps it off with another one of his fulfillment formulas where 

he sees some aspect of Jesus’ work tying into OT expectations.  He says, “This was to 

fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: ‘He took up our infirmities and 

carried our diseases’” (v. 17).  This is from the famous Is. 53, that great chapter in the OT 

where it specifically talks of the Suffering Servant, this figure that would come and 

represent God’s people and gain their salvation by suffering in their place.  It is 

ultimately predicting the cross of Jesus where our sins were laid on Jesus and he paid the 

penalty for them in his sacrificial death.  That is how Peter quotes this segment of Isaiah 

53 in 1 Peter 2:24 – “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might 

die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” 

But here Matthew takes that verse in its literal sense and uses it to maintain that in 

Jesus’ suffering, culminating in the cross no doubt, he not only paid for our sins but took 

away our sicknesses, our infirmities and diseases.  In a sense, there is healing in the 

atonement.  The salvation Jesus came to bring is wholistic.  How can that be? 

Well, it’s because the sin that he comes to save us from is wholistic.  Sin is not 

just a spiritual thing resulting in guilt before God.  It is no less than that.  But it is more.  

It opens up a whole can of worms.  Sin works its way out into everything.  The story of 

Genesis is telling.  People were made to live in harmony – with God, with each other, 

with the creation, with themselves even.  Once sin enters, everything falls apart – there is 

alienation from God, but also relationally there is disharmony.  Violence and murder start 

and a whole host of societal evils ensue as the population expands.  The natural order 

finds itself in upheaval, a kind of de-creation happens.  Thorns and thistles infest the 

ground and pain and death affect the human body.  And he died, and he died, and he died 
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is the constant refrain of the early chapters of Genesis reminding us that something has 

gone terribly wrong.  Disease, hunger, death is not the way it was supposed to be. 

Now, death, disease, disharmony all stem from rebellion against God.  That is the 

primary problem, even though it’s not the only problem.  But it wasn’t as if Adam got old 

and his joints ached and it was hard to farm the land and then he got frustrated and said 

“Screw you!” to God.  No it was the other way around.  It’s not as if Eve had horrible 

pregnancies and her kids fought like crazy and eventually she got fed up and cursed God 

and decided she knew better than him.  No, the other way around.  Those things all came 

as a result of Adam and Eve’s initial rebellion against God.  The problems we see Jesus 

addressing in today’s text – leprosy and societal exclusion, paralysis and racial division, 

fever and gender discrimination – these issues flow from the main problem of sin.  And 

Jesus was God in the flesh come to save us from our sin, ultimately by taking it upon 

himself and paying for it on the cross. 

But you see: in Jesus’ vicarious suffering on the cross dealing with our sin 

problem he also remedied the problems that flow out of sin.  His work of dealing with sin 

also dealt with the consequences of sin.  In these healings Jesus wanted to show the full 

scope of sin’s damage and that he came to deal with it all – the sin and the result of sin.  

The salvation he came to bring was wholistic.  Robert Gundry says, “The healings 

anticipate the [cross] in that they begin to roll back the effects of the sins for which Jesus 

came to die.”
5
 

Another person has explained that “Jesus’s miracles in particular were never 

magic tricks, designed only to impress and coerce.  You never see him say something 

like: ‘See that tree over there?  Watch me make it burst into flames!’  Instead, he used 

miraculous power to heal the sick, feed the hungry, and raise the dead.  Why?  We 

modern people think of miracles as the suspension of the natural order, but Jesus meant 

them to be the restoration of the natural order.”
6
  Jesus came to bring a salvation that in 

dealing with the core problem of sin didn’t just stop there; his goal was to roll back the 

effects of sin.  His miracles show that his ultimate intention in bringing salvation was to 

not only eradicate sin’s guilt but also sin’s effects. 

We’re not just talking about some ideas here, folks.  We’re not just talking about 

a private, personal relationship with a spirit we call Jesus that makes us feel better, or 

even promises an ethereal paradise for our souls once they shed these bodies.  What we 

gather to sing about, hear about, be reminded about, worship God for, and live out of is a 

salvation that is wholistic, that believes that because of Jesus’ Incarnation, life, death, and 

resurrection a kingdom has broken into this world, a new world has been born, and our 

belief is that as a result all things will be made new.  Social ills, sickness, even death have 

all been undone in the death of Christ. 

Now, the question naturally arises: Why then do we still see sickness and death?  

Are we just not claiming something that was won for us on the cross?  This is what’s 

called the ‘Word of Faith’ movement.  One of its leaders (Gloria Copeland) explains it 

this way: “Jesus bore your sicknesses and carried your diseases at the same time and in 

the same manner that He bore your sins.  You are just as free from sickness and disease 

as you are free from sin.  You should be as quick to cease sickness and disease in your 

body as you are to cease sin.”
7
  So just repent of being sick I guess it will leave you!?  

There are many problems with this thinking, one of them being that all those who have 

been proponents still seem to get old and die. 
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D.A. Carson I think is helpful here: “This text and others clearly teach that there 

is healing in the Atonement; but similarly there is the promise of a resurrection body in 

the Atonement, even if believers do not inherit it until the [return of Christ].  From the 

perspective of the NT writers, the Cross is the basis for all the benefits that accrue to 

believers; but this does not mean that all such benefits can be secured at the present time 

on demand, any more than we have the right and power to demand our resurrection 

bodies.”
8
  Romans 8:18-25 tells us that the completion of our salvation, “the redemption 

of our bodies, is something we eagerly and anxiously await; it is a future experience for 

which we in the present ‘groan’ (Rom. 8:23) in holy expectation.
9
  The full 

consummation of our wholistic salvation is something that won’t be realized until Christ 

comes again and we have resurrected bodies like his and live in a perfected city without 

crime, segregation, pollution, poverty, etc…  Until then the priority is on the 

proclamation of his atoning work that deals primarily with our sin problem. 

But the wholistic aspects of salvation are not altogether future.  We still get 

glimpses of that glorious future that Jesus came to secure today.  Christians are to love 

their neighbors by sharing the gospel with them, but also by seeking to meet their 

physical and social needs through their vocations and volunteerism.  We are concerned 

with both because God is concerned with both.  And stories of renewal are possible and 

happen. 

But the clearest picture of the wholistic salvation Jesus brought is to be seen in the 

church.  This thing called the church, while definitely not perfect or complete, and still 

stained by sin and full of weakness, is a supernatural society.  It is a community of people 

needy for Jesus, united to him by faith, and freed to serve him and one another in love 

and in so being it is a preview of what’s to come.  It’s a kind of colony of heaven in this 

life.  The analogy of a model home has been used.  It’s like before Roosevelt Square was 

built they began with this sales center on Roosevelt and Racine where you could go and 

see examples of what a condo would look like – floor plans, even sample kitchens and 

bathrooms.  It was a miniature sample of what was to come.  That is what the church is to 

the new creation. 

It is physical.  Real people in real relationships in a real place.  That keeps our 

Christianity from being simply a spiritual thing between you and God.  Christians are not 

people that ride the bus with their earbuds in listening to a disembodied voice talking to 

them about God and the Bible.  No, they’re in a new society formed and shaped by the 

proclamation of the gospel not organized around affinity, so the outcast can find 

acceptance and welcome; not organized around ethnicity, so people from all different 

cultures find fellowship in Jesus; where gender is celebrated in a beautiful way not a 

dehumanizing way.  It is a place where people share everything in common and meet 

each others physical needs (i.e. Acts 2:44-45) and where the elders are quick to anoint the 

sick with oil and pray for healing (James 5:14).  A place where wholistic salvation 

(inaugurated now, to be consummated soon) is celebrated and experienced and where the 

world is invited to come in and take a look around. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 In the sacraments (baptism and the Lord’s Table) we also get the physical and the 

spiritual wedded together.  Not just a word that our sins are forgiven and we are accepted 

before God, united to Christ.  But a bath and a meal, real wine and real bread 
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communicating to us the real blood and real body of Christ that has been give for us and 

to us.  God engages our senses in worship… 

 

Benediction 
May we need him, have faith in him, and serve him knowing that because of him our 

citizenship is in heaven and we eagerly await our Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 

transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body (Ph. 3:20-21) and 

so we will be with the Lord forever (1Thess. 4:17). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, October 2, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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