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Text 
"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For 

everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 9 "Which 

of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 

If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 12 So in everything, do to others what you would 

have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 

 

Introduction 
 We’ve been in the Gospel of Matthew since Easter.  It starts off situating Jesus in 

the larger story of redemption begun in the OT and then it gets into the specific story of 

Jesus for a bit – his birth, baptism, temptation, calling of his disciples.  But then starting 

in ch. 5 the story kind of stops moving and we’re sitting on a mountainside listening in on 

his teaching.  We’ve been making our way piece by piece through these specific 

teachings of Jesus on what it looks like to be his disciple/follower.  It’s what has 

traditionally been called the Sermon on the Mount. 

The story will pick up again soon, but in the meantime we can forget that we’re in 

a story and it’s so crucial that we remember.  It’s important because it reminds us that 

Christianity is not ethics!  It’s not a lifestyle.  The core of Christianity is not the Sermon 

on the Mount.  It’s a story (a true story) of a God who pursues sinners and calls them to 

himself by grace, and then there’s some teaching about what that does to your life.  So 

yes, Matthew includes Jesus’ teaching to his disciples but it’s in a larger story of Jesus as 

God in the flesh come to save us from our sin, by living the perfect life on our behalf 

(passing all those tests during his temptation in the wilderness), and then where it’s all 

headed/where we’ll get eventually is him dying the rebel’s death in our place.  The core 

of Christianity is the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, not as an inspiring figure, but 

as a Savior, doing something for us that we cannot do for ourselves.  We can’t lose sight 

of that. 

As we keep our sights on Jesus – all that he is; all that he has secured for us; past, 

present, and future – we are changed.  We love him, we want to be like him, we see our 

sin and hate our sin, yet we know we are loved and thus we are in the only position to 

actually change, not having to gain eternal life, but having been given eternal life, free 

from all the pressure to perform, we actually can start loving God and loving others 

because we actually want to, because he has first loved us.  And the Sermon on the 
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Mount, as do all the parts of the Bible that can be categorized as ‘law’, then doesn’t 

oppress us but guides us in this process.  So let’s go back and review what we have seen 

so far in this section. 

Today’s passage “serves to conclude the main body of [this] discourse; what 

follows in vv. 13-27 is a coda calling for decisive response rather than adding further 

instructions on the requirements of discipleship.”
1
  So next week’s section that officially 

ends the Sermon on the Mount is a kind of epilogue.  We saw that the Sermon on the 

Mount began with a similar kind of section, a prologue.  Remember the Beatitudes and 

the verses which follow directly after?  There we saw that Christians are to form a 

conspicuous counter-culture.  Jesus makes us different from the regular worldly way of 

thinking and being and doing. 

Then in 5:17 the main body of the Sermon on the Mount began with the use of the 

phrase ‘Law and Prophets’.  Notice that our passage today ends with that same phrase – 

‘Law and Prophets’.  They are bookends.  What Jesus is unpacking is really not out of 

line with what God has been saying all along about how we are to be saved and how we 

are to live as a result.  It just comes into clearer focus with Jesus.  It all comes together in 

him.  So when we looked at that passage we saw that Christians are to be people of the 

Book, because Jesus was a man of the Book and the Book is really all about Jesus!  So 

the written Word of God (which now includes Jesus’ teaching as passed on by the 

apostles) must guide us.  Jesus makes us people under authority, his authority mediated 

through the Scriptures.  People of the Book – to see Jesus as our Savior and to see how to 

live in response to what he’s done. 

Next we saw, as Jesus unpacked what the Book said about murder (5:21-26), that 

not only should we not murder, but we should not have malice; and not only should we 

not have malice but we should seek to mend broken relationships.  The righteousness 

Jesus has in mind goes way beyond the superficial and formal rule-keeping of the 

Pharisees and teachers of the law that really just make you feel good about yourself and 

better than others.  He’s talking about a heart that’s been profoundly touched and 

transformed by grace.  Christians are to be people of radial reconciliation, because that’s 

what they’ve experienced from God in the person of Jesus! 

Then, continuing in this pattern of unpacking an OT commandment Jesus talks 

about adultery (5:27ff), taking it again deeper into the heart and applying it to lust (not 

just coitus) and locating it in the larger picture of marriage and commitment and loyalty, 

dismissing people’s attempts to legitimate having sex with someone else because of some 

legality called divorce.  Wow!  Christians are to be people of radical faithfulness, because 

they’re the recipients of a radical faithfulness from God in the person of Jesus! 

Then Jesus showed how his followers were to have such integrity that they didn’t 

even need to use oaths, they just told the truth all the time and kept their word even when 

it hurt.  Christians are to be people of radical reliability, because (of course) they’ve seen 

how God has been true to his promises to them in Jesus Christ! 

Next Jesus tackled some misinterpretations of OT concepts and showed that using 

the law to serve your self is a misuse.  We aren’t to seek personal vindication, get even, 

keep others at a safe distance.  We are to give up our rights, give ourselves away in love, 

even love for those who do not love us.  Christians are to be people of radical un-self-

protectiveness, again because that’s how God is towards them in the person of Jesus! 
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Then there was a brief interlude, summing up what Jesus was calling people 

toward – perfection, a purification of inner motives, a life of radical godliness.  Not so 

God will be your Father, but because he is and he loves you.  He loves you just as you 

are, but he loves you too much to let you stay how you are. 

And then the second half (6:1ff) started by taking up the items of ordinary piety.  

The things religious people do – give, pray, fast.  Christians are still supposed to be doing 

these things but for completely different reasons: not to be noticed, not to be thought of 

as great.  Again, those are self-seeking, self-centered; but if you are in Christ you have all 

the approval you could ever need which frees you up from pursuing people’s approval.  

We saw that Christians should give to increase their joy in God, not their esteem in the 

eyes of others.  Then we saw that Christians should pray and fast because they 

desperately need God, not because they need to be thought of as godly. 

The repeated theme here is that God is our reward, our treasure, our controlling 

desire, our master.  He has given us himself and promised us an eternity with him.  

Christians should therefore live in this world with an eye towards the next. 

Based upon that we then saw that Jesus called his disciples away from anxiety, 

away from worry.  Those things should not be what characterizes them; that’s what 

comes with having other masters besides Jesus.  Rather they should run full-steam ahead 

towards God and a life that reflects him being their treasure and trust him to take care of 

them.  Christians should seek God and not stress out. 

Wow.  This is a high calling, a tall task, isn’t it?  Jesus is not setting the bar low, 

but calling his disciples on toward something big and grand and noble.  Then we saw last 

week that Christians should not judge superficially and self-righteously, but should be 

rigorously and humbly examining themselves so that they can see themselves and God 

more clearly so that they can help other Christians to see themselves and God more 

clearly. 

And now we come to today’s text and look back on all that Jesus has taught 

should characterize the life of his disciples and may be tempted to think, “This is hard.  

This is impossible!  It’s difficult to be different, to submit to the Book all the time, to 

avoid anger and pursue reconciliation, to stick it out with people and stay true to your 

word, to let down my guard and actually give of myself in love to others.  There’s no 

way.  Giving, praying, fasting for the right reasons, keeping an eternal perspective, not 

worrying, not judging… this is naïve optimism to expect these things to be actually 

coming to characterize me.  I can’t do it!”  And some will give up.  Others will try to find 

a way of nominalism, not repudiating Jesus but not getting too radical, really seeking God 

and seeking to apply his grace to the depths of your hearts.  Jesus talks about the folly of 

nominalism next week. 

But this week “Jesus assures his followers that, far from demanding the 

impossible, he is providing the means for the otherwise impossible.”
2
  This section 

acknowledges that we cannot be these people that the Sermon on the Mount describes on 

our own, but God can work these things in us if we pursue him for them.  Listen to what 

D.A. Carson says, “Jesus, having told his disciples the difficulties, now exhorts them to 

prayer…. The Sermon on the Mount lays down the righteousness, sincerity, humility, 

purity, and love expected of Jesus’ followers; and now it assures them such gifts are 

theirs if sought through prayer.”
3
  This extra section exhorting us to pray is put here and 

not back earlier in the longer section on prayer for a reason.  The only way we can grow 
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into the kind of people Jesus describes is if we ask God for it.  And if we ask, he will 

give.  As we have been going through this Sermon on the Mount has it pushed you deeper 

into yourself for the will power to change/improve or away from God in despair or has it 

been stirring in you prayers – “O God, I want to be more like this.  Make this more true 

of me!  Work this in me!” 

Listen to this quote, again from D.A. Carson commenting on this passage… it’s 

just great: “Far too often Christians do not have the marks of richly textured discipleship 

because they do not ask…  The best gifts, those advocated by the Sermon on the Mount, 

are available to ‘everyone’ (v. 8) who persistently asks, seeks, and knocks.”
4
 

What we’re looking at today is really simple.  It’s not about how if you really 

want a Red Rider bb gun then ask God and he will give you one, if you pester him long 

enough.  The best stuff of life, the really good gifts (after the gift of salvation) are 

changes of character to become more Christ-like; that’s the greatest joy of my life – to get 

to the end and not have more stuff but to have more love.  All this stuff of the Sermon on 

the Mount – radical reconciliation, radical faithfulness, growth in finding God to be 

desirable, peace/lack of anxiety, etc… – this is what we really want out of life and it’s 

ours for the asking.  In short, today’s message is just this: Christians should go to God 

to grow in the Golden Rule. 

 

Let’s pray and ask God for help… 
 

Call to Prayer 

Jesus says in a symmetrical, sing-song sort of way that we should pray: “Ask and 

it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door 

will be opened” (vv. 7-8).  I’ve already explained that this teaching is placed here 

because the stuff we are to ask for is the stuff of the Sermon on the Mount.  Things like 

goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, love (cf. 

2Pe. 1:5-7).  Jesus isn’t teaching that God is like a gumball machine and that we can ask 

him for Bears tickets and physical beauty and fame and he will cough those things up. 

Now there’s a bit more to it; this section alone doesn’t explicitly say everything 

that needs to be said about the subject.  One of Jesus’ disciples, John, who was there 

listening to Jesus wrote later that this guarantee applies to things that are according to 

God’s will (1Jn. 5:14).  If you ask him for the stuff that he has revealed he desires to see 

in our lives and world, then you can trust that God hears and will answer.  James, Jesus’ 

brother, puts it this way in James 4:2-3 – “You do not have, because you do not ask God.  

When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may 

spend what you get on your pleasures.”  If we just want stuff, treasures on earth, and God 

is not really our treasure but a means to an end, we shouldn’t expect our prayers to be 

answered.  But if we are asking for the right stuff – growth in godliness, apprehension of 

God’s glory, things like that – we are assured that we will be rewarded.  It’s like the 

Psalmist said, “Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your 

heart.”  What are the desires of the heart of someone delighting in the Lord?  Not to get 

something else so he can discard God, but it is the things of God and those things God 

will grant in response to requests. 
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So assuming we’re desiring the right things then, I love the way James puts it so 

simply: “You do not have because you do not ask!”  Simple as that.  I’ve counseled 

people who were frustrated because God didn’t seem to be doing something in their life 

they thought he had said would be good.  I simply ask, “Have you asked him?  Are you 

praying about that?”  “Well, no, not really.”  We just don’t think to ask.  It’s like all the 

scholarship money that supposedly goes unclaimed each year because nobody applies. 

I really want my sermon to convert the lost and stir people’s affections for Christ.  

Is that in line with God’s revealed will?  Yes!  But I have to ask myself, “Do I ask God 

for that?  Do I pray specifically that God would do that?”  Not always.  And then I get 

frustrated that sermons seem to fail to stimulate.  I do not have because I do not ask. 

You may want God to do something in someone’s life that you will be having a 

conversation with at night.  You play the conversation over and over in your mind, shore 

up your arguments and practice your appeal.  Then you go into the conversation and 

nothing seems to really happen.  But did you ask God beforehand?  Oftentimes, no. 

We so often go through life with expectations, even seemingly godly 

expectations, but we never actually think to ask God to fulfill them, to do it.  We want to 

grow in being patient with the kids and less stressed out about tests and more others-

focused in conversations but we don’t really ask God to work those things in us.  Why?  

Why don’t we ask?  Well I think sometimes it’s because we think that we don’t need God 

(I know, when you say it it sounds stupid but we think that we can achieve it on our 

own).  If it’s something to do with our personal growth we believe that we have the 

resources within ourselves to kick a bad habit or create a good desire.  Our pride resists 

dependency.  We think we can do it on our own strength.  If it’s an item of corporate 

growth and advancement of God’s cause we labor prayerlessly because we think we have 

some great talent or have come up with some dynamic scheme or strategy that can 

achieve the results essentially without God – for God, but without God.  We’ve got it 

figured out.  I can produce believing kids through my superior parenting skills, just 

watch.  And we never really think to pray (until maybe, by God’s grace, we get in over 

our heads).  So pride and self-sufficiency keep us from asking. 

Then there’s also the lack of motivation.  We’ve tried daring things before.  

We’ve set our sights high.  Perhaps we’ve even prayed and asked for something and it 

didn’t seem to all fall together easily.  And so we’ve gotten a little reluctant, a little 

apathetic; content not to have and thus not to ask.  We’ve come to be complacent in our 

current level of comfort.  We’ve maybe threw up a prayer, nothing seemed to happen, 

and we said, “Eh.”  But the verbs here – ask, seek, knock – are present continuous verbs.  

I’m not sure how much we can legitimately press this here, but the point is clearly 

Scriptural, that we are to persevere in prayer.  It’s not magic.  It’s not abracadabra.  It’s 

not as if the minute you recite a request the answer falls from heaven.  God hears.  God 

responds, but not always immediately or in a way that’s obvious to us.  Like with my 

daughter, she has seen a picture of a toy that she really wants.  She asks.  I don’t rush 

right out and buy it.  I’m kind of waiting to see if she remembers that she wanted it.  And 

she has.  She has brought it up on several occasions over a period of nearly a year.  I 

think I’m going to buy it for her for her birthday. 

But can you kind of see how this works?  “Father, make me more loving” and 

then he hears nothing from you about that for awhile.  It’s likely that you have not yet 

been brought to the place where you really desire a deeper manifestation of divine love 
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flowing through you.  Maybe on that occasion you just realized it would be advantageous 

to you if other people thought you were loving.  So sometimes we lose patience and give 

up and prove that we didn’t really want it that much in the first place.  Calvin even 

believed that “ceasing to pray when God does not answer us quickly is the surest mark 

that we have never become a believer.”
5
  If you’ve tried prayer once and not gotten fast 

results and quit altogether, you’ve probably never really encountered the living God.  But 

if you have, you engage with him, you cling to him, you persevere in prayer, in at least 

some areas and keep moving on and growing in faith and the diligence and discipline to 

pray. 

And have you figured this out yet: God’s way of answering those prayers are 

often complex, aren’t they?  A simple way to illustrate it would be the example of 

praying for patience, and God seems to move slowly with many of your requests.  He’s 

answering your prayer ironically by not answering your prayer right away.  And this is 

not sadistic.  It’s loving.  The example of praying for love also works.  As you are 

praying for a greater practice of love to grow in your heart, you may sense your prayers 

for certain people not ‘working’.  What’s God doing?  You get frustrated with them, 

irritated.  Well, he’s leading you on to really learn to plead and intercede for them and 

thereby to deepen your desires for their wellbeing – because that’s love. 

But in it all God is teaching us to want the right things, to really want them.  His 

staggered or delayed answers to some requests may be in order to purify our desires.  We 

may want some miraculous work in someone’s life of healing but really deep down it’s 

out of a selfish pursuit of my own comfort so I won’t have to deal with him quite as 

much.  Have you ever noticed that your prayers for other people sometimes are so that 

God would change them so they would stop irritating you?  Jesus calls us to keep asking, 

keep seeking, keep knocking.  God hears.  He will answer.  But it may not be in exactly 

the timing you have in mind or the way because he has in mind to do things in you and 

through you that are even better than what you’re asking for.  He will reward you. 

 

Illustration of a Father 

And the main point here, as another commentator puts it, “is not that human 

persistence wins out in the end, but that the heavenly Father who loves his children will 

certainly answer their prayer.”
6
  It’s not that we have to nag God to get an answer and if 

we knock on the door loud enough and long enough he will be compelled to come open it 

and give us what we want.  Far from it.  I think another major reason why we do not ask, 

is that we still have suspicions in our mind that God may not really be good.  We don’t 

ask in faith.  As Jesus says later on in Matthew 21 – “If you believe, you will receive 

whatever you ask for in prayer.”  So often our prayers are sheepish and lacking because 

we don’t really believe, we don’t really believe that God is capable and concerned, that 

God’s good and he cares.  Jesus in vv. 9-11 wants to counteract that menacing lie. 

He reasons, “Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if 

he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good 

gifts to those who ask him!” (vv. 9-11).  God is a good Father!  He really is.  We often 

doubt that the universe is in the control of a good God because we see so much evil 

around us.  As we get older we outgrow the illusion that the world is basically a good 
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place and we can also wonder if God is really a good God and our prayer life can 

dissipate. 

The main point Jesus is making here is that God is good, supremely good.  But 

nestled in this is also strong evidence of what theologians call the doctrines of ‘Original 

Sin’ and ‘Total Depravity’.  This is the idea that humans are fallen, sinful through and 

through; we are not good.  The evil we see in the world is therefore not from God, but the 

result of humanity’s primal and persistent rebellion.  “You, then, though you are evil…”  

Jesus believed that people, even his own disciples were ‘evil’!  One person has said that 

here is “an illustrious testimony to the doctrine of original sin.”
7
  All the mess of this 

world comes from us and the evil/wickedness/perversion/darkness that is deep within us. 

[Which, by the way, is why Christianity cannot just be ethics/teaching/a program 

of moral reform.  That would just be what people like Carl Rogers and Abraham Maslow 

(influential psychologists of the twentieth century who advocated Client Centered 

Therapy) termed “self-actualization” and Jesus would just be a life coach seeking to help 

us unearth the good that is buried deep within us.  But he says that we are ‘evil’.  The 

problem is inside of us and the answer is from without; not the other way around.] 

But anyway, Jesus acknowledges the doctrine of ‘Original Sin’ in order to explain 

another doctrine, that of ‘Common Grace’ – which says that though we are evil we, 

because of God’s common grace, are not as bad as we could be.  So that’s why police 

(usually) help you and doctors (usually) put medicine in your IV and not poison and 

people (usually) don’t knife you on the street to take your wallet and fathers (usually) 

give good things to their kids when they need them.  Because of Original Sin there are 

some wicked, sick, twisted dads and no dad is perfect, but because of Common Grace 

most of you (I’m guessing) got presents at Christmas or birthdays and had sugar cereal 

from time to time. 

Well Jesus gives a nod to Original Sin in order to point to a Common Grace in 

order ultimately to set up his larger argument which is another example of qal wahomer 

logic – “how much more?”  So if this is a general rule of thumb here, you’ve seen this, 

then “how much more will your Father in heaven [‘who is pure goodness without alloy’
8
] 

give good gifts to those who ask him!” (v. 11).  The point is that God is a good father 

who loves and gives.  If you are identified with Jesus then you are the Father’s beloved 

child and he is 100% for you and does not withhold his love in order to obtain certain 

behavior.  He is not manipulative.  You don’t need to trick him to get his blessing.  He is 

deeply affectionate towards you and wants you to ask him for things and delights to give 

you good stuff.  So ask.  And don’t feel shy, like maybe he will laugh at you – “What?!  

You want that?  Ha ha ha.”  Or maybe he is annoyed by how many times you used the 

word ‘just’ in your prayer.
9
  He is patient and kind.  He keeps no record of wrong.  He’s 

not punishing or put off that you didn’t ask him earlier or forgot to ask yesterday.  He is 

always available. 

A.W. Tozer famously said that “what we believe about God is the most important 

thing about us.”
10

  D.A. Carson said that “what is fundamentally at stake [in this text] is 

man’s picture of God.  God must not be thought of as a reluctant stranger who can be 

cajoled or bullied into bestowing his gifts (6:7-8), as a malicious tyrant who takes vicious 

glee in the tricks he plays (vv. 9-10), or even as an indulgent grandfather who provides 

everything requested of him.  He is the heavenly Father, the God of the kingdom, who 

graciously and willingly bestows the good gifts of the kingdom in answer to prayer.”
11
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Just think about this: How do you view God?  Really.  Do you know him as a good 

Father? 

And then start thinking about this: What are you asking him for right now?  Go 

ahead.  Ask.  How are you going to build in more intentional asking to your relationship 

with God before you go out doing?  Don’t be timid; don’t think he’s unable or unwilling; 

don’t think you can do anything on your own; confidently and determinedly ask, seek, 

and knock and your Father will answer and give you what you desire. 

 

The Golden Rule 

 And finally what you should desire is encapsulated in v. 12.  This is the 

concluding verse of the main body of the Sermon on the Mount providing the inclusio 

with the words ‘Law and Prophets’.  Jesus’ teaching of his disciples, which is really the 

fulfillment of the teaching of the OT, can be summarized in what’s often called the 

Golden Rule – “in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you” (v. 12).  

“As a guide to how unselfish love should work itself out in our relations with other 

people, this simple principle would be hard to improve on,”
12

 rightly remarks one person.  

When I’m trying to teach my kids right from wrong, this is the easiest, simplest, most 

understandable way to get it across – Lucy: you should do the things to Mary that you 

would want her to do to you.  That is love.  Would you like it if she pulled your hair out?  

No?  Well then don’t do that to her!” 

 It’s true that this summary is not unique to Christianity.  The Jewish “Rabbi 

Hillel, challenged by a Gentile to summarize the law in the short time the Gentile could 

stand on one leg, reportedly responded, ‘What is hateful to you, do not do to anyone else.  

This is the whole law; all the rest is commentary…’ (b Shabbath 31a).”
13

  And this isn’t 

just a Judeo-Christian way of thinking.  Similar ideas and statements can be found in 

eastern religions and the writings of other ancient philosophers.  Some have tried to make 

a point that Jesus’ version is the only one in the positive format (it’s not just don’t do 

what you don’t want to have done to you, but even more demanding of us that we 

proactively seek to do the good things we would like someone to do for us), but others 

have said that’s not necessarily the case.
14

  I’m not going to go there. 

It doesn’t really bother me that Christianity’s basic ethic is essentially the same as 

other religions.  In fact, it’s what you’d expect based upon the doctrine of Common 

Grace.  We all for the most part know what’s right.  The law is written on our 

consciences.  What is not intuitive and what no other religion has is the gospel, which 

says we can’t keep the law on our own… but Jesus has for us!  The Golden Rule is not a 

way to measure ourselves and find we’re good enough, but first and foremost a rule to 

hold up against ourselves and see that we are woefully insufficient and then cry out, not 

for help, but for forgiveness and the gift of God’s righteousness to cover us.  This is 

called justification and it comes not by our own efforts but by simply asking God.  And 

we have the promise that “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” 

(Rom. 10:13).  But so many people don’t ask for that justifying grace.  They think that 

they can do it on their own, or they’re apathetic, or they don’t really believe that God is 

good, they think of him as a harsh taskmaster.  Christianity begins with the ask and the 

give. 

And it continues that way too.  After we are given Christ’s righteousness, the only 

righteousness that can gain us acceptance before a holy God, we are given a desire and 
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set on a course to pursue Christlikeness, our own righteousness.  But this too we cannot 

produce by ourselves.  We must ask for sanctifying grace.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 

15:10 – “By the grace of God I am what I am [a justified sinner], and his grace to me was 

not without effect.  No, I worked harder than all of them [sanctification] – yet not I, but 

the grace of God that was with me.”  He was aware that even this was God’s work in 

him. 

So we should look at God’s law, as summarized helpfully in the Golden Rule, and 

see: This is what you’re required to do.  This is what you don’t and can’t do.  This is what 

Jesus has done for you.  Now this is what you can do too with his help.  Now ask him.  

Christians should go to God to grow in the Golden Rule. 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 How do we really know that God is good and loves us? 

 The Father has spread a Table before us… 

 

Benediction 
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 

good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen.  (Heb. 13:20-21; ESV) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, September 18, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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