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Text 
"Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and 

with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 3 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 

brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, 'Let 

me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first 

take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's 

eye. 6 "Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them 

under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces. 

 

Introduction 
And so we come to another hard passage.  It seems like the Sermon on the Mount 

is full of hard passages.  “Do not judge, so that you will not be judged.”  And it is 

seemingly one of the more famous and well-known passages in our culture today.  It 

seems like many people who know very little about Scripture will know this verse.  They 

may not know John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His Son . . .”, but 

they know the Bible says “Do not judge.”  In fact, judging others may be the one cardinal 

sin of our culture today.  We live in a culture of tolerance, where tolerance is the 

watchword, where the only unforgiveable sin is to say that I am right and that what 

someone else is doing, thinking, believing is wrong.  And it doesn’t matter how lovingly 

or graciously this is conveyed, this is “judging” and it is “wrong.”  [Now this all 

overlooks the fact that determining that I am “judging” someone is itself an act of 

“judging” and I am now being made a victim of “judging” for my act of “judging”!] 

 But what are we to do with this passage?  Are we just supposed to not “judge” 

anybody?  Are non-Christians right to throw this passage at Christians as evidence that 

we are not following the teachings of Jesus?   Jesus’ teaching here is radical, for both 

Christians and non-Christians.  Against the secular interpretation of this passage that 

Christians should not judge anybody, Jesus makes a clear statement that Christians 

should indeed judge, but that they should judge righteously.  But it is radical for 

Christians as well, because Jesus does not just give us permission to judge others; He 

calls us to a higher standard for our judging.  He commands us to judge righteously, like 

God does. 

In fact, the main point of the passage today is just this:  Christians are to judge 

righteously, just like God judges. 

 

Let’s pray… 
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For the past several months, we have been going through the section of Matthew 

that has been called the “Sermon on the Mount”, which really is just an extended passage 

of Jesus’ teaching to His disciples on what the life of a Christian should look like after 

they have been brought into the Kingdom of God.  This is NOT how people are supposed 

to live so that they can get into the Kingdom of God, but how they will act after they have 

already entered into a relationship with Christ.  This is the fruit that will be produced as a 

result of having come to know Jesus.  We are nearing the end of the Jesus’ sermon and he 

has been contrasting the behavior that He desires from His disciples with the behavior of 

the hypocrites and those outside the faith. 

Jesus opens this passage with a command, an instruction that He explains and 

then illustrates.  The command is “Do not judge or you too will be judged.”  And this 

raises some questions for us.  Who are we not to judge?  What are we not supposed to 

judge?  In what way are we not supposed to judge? 

Jesus is not condemning here the act of judging.  If that were the case, the rest of 

the passage would make no sense.  How could He tell His disciples to try to take the 

speck out of their brother’s eye if they are not to judge?  And Jesus’ command not to give 

what is holy to dogs, or pearls to pigs requires a judging/discerning who are dogs and 

pigs to avoid giving these holy things things to.  What Jesus is condemning is a certain 

type of judging.  He condemns arrogant judging that elevates the status of the person who 

is making the judgment over the person who is being judged.  Continuing the message of 

most of chapter 6, Jesus is instructing His disciples not to behave in a fashion that is 

designed to heighten their religious standing. 

He has just spent almost the entirety of the last chapter warning His disciples not 

to be like the hypocrites, telling them to not practice their deeds of charity so they will be 

praised by others.  He warns them not to pray in public so as to attract attention to 

themselves in an effort to have people think that they are more spiritual.  Don’t fast to 

gain the respect of others.  So too here, Jesus again uses hyperbole to challenge His 

disciples to a radical change in the way that they judge. 

Jesus doesn’t want His disciples to engage in the practice of judging others so as 

to raise their spiritual status (or avoid scrutiny of their own lives) by pointing out the 

faults of others.  Instead He wants them to judge in a righteous manner, like God does.  

Before I got married, my boss jokingly gave me the following marriage advice.  He said 

that the secret to being a good husband was simply making sure you pointed out all the 

bad husbands.  That way I would always look good by comparison. 

While this is humorous marriage advice, this is not the way of the Christian.  

(That and I don’t want to be the cause of all the husbands at Immanuel starting to point 

out each others’ faults all the time).  Jesus said “Do not judge, so that you will not be 

judged.”  Certainly, Jesus meant that if we are always judging other people, then we will 

be judged in turn by others.  But the primary venue for “being judged” here is not the 

human court, but the divine one.  God is the one who will judge the Christian who is 

constantly judging in the way that Jesus warns against here.  John Stott wrote regarding 

this passage, “Jesus does not tell us to cease to be men (by suspending our critical powers 

which help distinguish us from animals), but to renounce the presumptuous ambition to 

be God (by setting ourselves up as judges).”   
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This is what Paul says in Romans 14, in the context of not judging the weaker 

brother regarding what he eats or doesn’t eat, “for who are you to pass judgment on the 

servant of another?  It is before his own master that he stands or falls.”  We don’t want to 

presume to take God’s place in judging.  Further, Paul warns in 2 Corinthians, “For we 

must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is 

due us for the things done in the body, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).  We will each 

stand before God and give an account of our lives.  And as the ancient preacher John 

Chrysostom warned regarding this passage, “Thou art making the judgment seat dreadful 

to thyself and the account strict.” 

The principle that Jesus is teaching is one of reciprocity.  “With the judgment 

with which you judge, you will be judged, and with the measure with which you measure, 

it will be measured to you.”  This is what we saw earlier in Matthew, “Blessed are the 

merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”  And in Matthew 6:12, 14-15.  “For if you 

forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do 

not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your heavenly Father forgive your 

trespasses.”  If we cannot show mercy and forgiveness to others, why should we expect 

to receive mercy and forgiveness from God?  In fact, our inability to show mercy and 

forgiveness may very well be evidence that we have not experienced the saving love of 

God in the first place.  As Peter says, we “have forgotten that we have been cleansed 

from past sins.” 

Jesus illustrates this principle of reciprocity very practically later on in Matthew 

18 through the parable of the unforgiving servant.  You may remember the parable: a 

king is settling his accounts and calls before him a servant who owes him 10,000 talents 

(1 talent was 75 pounds, this is the equivalent of millions of dollars!).  This is a ton of 

money.  The servant cannot in any way repay this amount in his lifetime and the king is 

prepared to sell the man and his wife and children into slavery for the rest of their lives to 

repay the debt.  But the servant falls down and pleads with the king for patience.  “Be 

patient with me and I will repay you.”  The king (who knows this is a false claim), has 

compassion on the man and forgives the debt completely.  He completely (and 

graciously) writes it off.  After this happens, that servant goes out and later sees a fellow 

servant who owes him 100 denarii (1 denarii was a day’s wages, so this amounts to 

several thousand dollars).  The same scenario unfolds, the servant who owes the money 

asks for patience, but the servant who has just been forgiven a much larger sum is 

unwilling to wait and has the other servant thrown into prison for failing to repay the 

debt.  When the king hears of this behavior, he calls the first servant back before him and 

says, “you wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  

Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had 

mercy on you?”  And the king has him thrown into jail until he will repay all that he 

owes.   Jesus says, “So also, my heavenly Father will do to every one of you if you do not 

forgive your brother from your heart.”  Jesus is advocating a generosity and forgiveness 

that stems from the generosity and forgiveness that we have received from God.  And 

how can we do any different if we have been given forgiveness of all of our sins?  How 

then can we refuse to forgive when we have been forgiven? 

The parallel passage of these verses in Luke is introduced with this exhortation, 

(Luke 6:36-38).  “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  Do not judge, and you will 

not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
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forgiven.  Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it 

will be measured to you.”   As we will see next week, this is the point that Jesus is 

leading up to in His teaching – the Golden Rule.  “In the same way, therefore, treat 

people in the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”  

Our lives as Christians are to be based on, and lived out of response to the love of God in 

Christ.  Just as God, in Christ, loved us so much that He laid down His life and died for 

us and lives to make intercession for us, so too should we, as Christians live.  1 John 

3:16, “For this is how we know love: that Christ laid down His life for us, and we also 

should lay down our lives for the brothers.” 

Now that Jesus has given the general principle that His disciples are not to judge 

hypocritically or presume to claim God’s prerogative to condemn and ultimately judge, 

and having explained the reciprocity of receiving God’s judgment for judging in this way, 

Jesus gives a humorous illustration of this principle.  "Why do you look at the speck of 

sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?  How 

can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time 

there is a plank in your own eye?  You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, 

and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.” 

The illustration is over the top ridiculous.  Jesus takes a plausible situation, 

especially for a man who grew up in a carpenter shop: someone gets a speck of sawdust 

in their eye.  This is irritating and painful and needs to be removed.  They didn’t really 

have mirrors in that day like we do, so he would have needed help to get the speck of 

sawdust out.  So his friend sees this speck of sawdust but fails to notice the entire log of 

wood that is protruding out of his own eye.  The word used for the plank is not just a 

plank of wood, but a beam of wood, such as might be used for a roof beam.  This is a big, 

big piece of wood.  The irony is that the person with the beam is able to notice so clearly 

the speck in her sister’s eye, but with all her astute powers of observation fails to 

recognize the huge log coming out of her own eye. 

Now, whether this failure to notice the log is willful, hypocritical overlooking of 

the sin in one’s own life or just a naïve failure to examine oneself thoroughly, Jesus is 

criticizing both.  He wants us to examine our own lives closely for sin or error, both so 

that we may be right with Him and so that we can aid our brothers and sisters.  We should 

note too that Jesus does not say that we should not remove the speck from our brother’s 

eye.  As one commentator notes, Jesus does not oppose offering correction, just offering 

correction in the wrong spirit.  It is not unimportant that the speck be removed from our 

brother’s eye.  What is important is that we have clear vision when removing the speck. 

For instance, I’m blind without my contacts.  You wouldn’t ask me to clean your 

house if I didn’t have my contacts in or glasses on.  If you did allow that, you would 

certainly come home to find a house that is still pretty dirty and dusty, because I have no 

ability to see fine things without assistance.  Instead, if I wanted to really clean your 

house, I would need to correct my vision problem before I attempted to clean out your 

house. 

This was the same situation that Paul addressed in Romans 2.  After spending all 

of Romans chapter 1 showing how the Gentiles were sinful according to God’s law, Paul 

turns to his Jewish readers who no doubt were nodding in agreement, “Therefore, you 

have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges, for in passing judgment on 
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another, you condemn yourself because you, the judge, practice the very same things.  

We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things.  Do 

you suppose, O man – you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them 

yourself – that you will escape the judgment of God?”  We cannot hypocritically presume 

to judge others for doing the very same sins that we commit ourselves.  What Jesus and 

Paul are dealing with is the same: an ignorance of knowledge of oneself and an arrogant 

presumption of knowledge of others.  We must judge our own lives so that we can judge 

others rightly. 

This is what Peter says in 1 Peter 4:17, “For it is time for judgment to begin with 

the house of God . . . .”  As Christians, our first instinct should not be to judge others and 

search for the speck in their eye, but to examine our own lives and search and destroy 

(find and replace) the sin that is in our own hearts.  Then we will see clearly to judge 

others. 

But we should be clear here.  Jesus isn’t calling for us to go around and search for 

specks in the eyes of everyone that we meet.  We are to correct our brothers (and sisters).  

These are the people that we are already in a covenant relationship with in the church.  

We are committed to a common cause and are equally on the same page.  Paul writes in 1 

Corinthians 5, “For what have I to do with judging outsiders?  Is it not those inside the 

church whom you are to judge?  God judges those outside.”  Paul says in Galatians 6, 

“Brothers, if anyone is caught in any sin, you who are spiritual, restore such a one with 

gentleness, each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.”  Matthew 

returns to this concern for the damaging power of sin to Christian community in chapter 

18 where he outlines the procedure for church discipline. 

Verse 6: Jesus now calls for discernment.  The place of criticism that Jesus allows 

is that we are to first help our brother.  Then, Jesus sends us out to proclaim the good 

news of the gospel to all men.  But we are still to be discerning in this process.  Not all 

people are open to hearing the gospel.  Some hearts are so hardened by sin that they will 

not allow themselves to hear the Word of God.  And so Jesus commands caution. 

“Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not cast your pearls before swine.”  

Dogs were not so loved and adored in Jewish culture in the first century as they are today.  

They were considered unclean and dirty by Jews.  Pigs too are unclean animals and were 

forbidden for eating according to kosher laws.  The contrast of the unclean animals and 

holy things is stark.  Matthew talks about the kingdom of heaven as a “pearl of great 

price” in Matthew 13:45-46.  This is something that is of the utmost value and calls for 

one to sell all their possessions in order to buy the pearl.  In contrast, Jesus says this pearl 

should not be treated like the “salt that has lost its saltiness” in Matt 5:13, that was good 

for nothing except to be thrown out to be trampled by men.  The pearl and the holy things 

should be protected and kept safe.  My dad grew up on a farm, and he can tell you (as I’m 

sure Nathan can attest to too), even one large pig can do a lot of damage.  They can be 

dangerous animals. 

Jesus warns that the gospel should not be continually given to those who 

continually, willfully reject it.  A word of caution too: we cannot and should not try to 

determine beforehand who are the “dogs and pigs” before we proclaim the gospel.  Jesus 

sends us into all the world to tell all people the good news.  However, this doesn’t mean 

that if we are proclaiming the good news of the kingdom that we should persist at all 

costs to give it to those who consciously and continually reject it.  Jesus commands His 
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disciples when He sends them out in Matthew 10:14, Whoever does not receive you, or 

listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or 

town.”  As Paul tells the Romans (12:19) “Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but 

leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written, ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay’ says the 

Lord.” 

 

Application 

 So what are we to do with this principle of judging righteously, like God judges?  

Judging is very common around the church.  Or at the very least, that’s the perception 

that the church seems to carry in the culture at large: that the church is a place where 

people get judged all the time.  As if all Christians do when they get together is sit around 

and judge other people and point out where everybody else is doing something wrong.  

While this may not be a fair characterization of the church, it is certainly a prevalent 

stereotype.  But we cannot simply refuse to judge, as some in the culture would want.    

 We are called to exercise righteous judgment.  But how we do this is pertinent.  

Certainly, we are not supposed to sit hypocritically in judgment.  Nor should we sit aside 

from the world and criticize them for all the sinful things that they are doing that go 

against God’s law.  No, Jesus’ teaching calls first for radical self-inspection.  Plato was 

certainly right when quoted Socrates’ guiding principle, “Know thyself.”  Before we 

undertake to judge another, we must work to ensure that we have dealt or are dealing 

with our own faults and failures.  We must seek to continually repent and come to God 

for cleansing and forgiveness.  Paul writes to the Corinthians regarding the eating of the 

Lord’s supper, “Let a person examine himself/herself, then and so eat of the bread and 

drink of the cup.” 

As Nathan has talked about before, we have to be ruthless in dealing with the sin 

in our own lives so that we can see clearly to help our brothers and sisters.  This is the 

second arena where we are to judge, first: ourselves, second: our church family.  This will 

look different for each of us.  Maybe you need to get an accountability partner to help 

you overcome a particular sin.  If you’re not already in a community group, this is a great 

venue to help one another grow by confessing our sins to one another and praying for one 

another, so that we may be healed (as James talks about). 

 What this doesn’t presume is that we have to have it all together before we try to 

help one another, but that we need to come to one another in a spirit of humility and love.  

We have to be careful here.  We cannot become so obsessed with finding and rooting out 

our own faults that we fail to judge others.  If we are always refuse to judge another 

because “I have my own issues that I’m dealing with”, this is as bad as judging 

hypocritically.  It is a selfish form of judging.  If I’m so consumed with my own faults 

and failures that I will never allow myself to look up to try to help my brother, then I’m 

not any closer to fulfilling God’s law, even though I’m “not judging.” 

 So we must exercise judgment and we must try to do it unhypocritically.  Jesus 

says in John 7:24, do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous 

judgment.”  We know that God’s judgment is according to righteousness (Rom 2) and we 

desire to be like Him.  We must learn to judge righteously, like God judges. 

 And how does God judge?  Hebrews (quoting Proverbs) tells us that God 

disciplines those He loves.  His judgment is based in love.  Paul tells us in Romans that 

the judgment of God is designed to lead us to repentance.  God’s desire is to restore us to 
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relationship with Himself.  Our greatest good is to be near God, so He works to bring us 

back to Him.  He wants to bring us back to the Garden of Eden, where we enjoyed 

uninterrupted fellowship with God and each other, untarnished by sin.  As children of 

God and members of God’s Kingdom here on earth, Jesus calls us to imitate God by 

judging righteously, even as God does to bring one another back into fellowship with 

God, who loves us and is our greatest good. 

And Jesus is the one who brings us back into relationship with God.  He paves the 

way for us to come into God’s presence.  If we are honest with ourselves, we 

unrighteously judge others.  We have logs in our eyes.  Only Jesus was and is able to 

judge perfectly.  And He submitted to God’s righteous judgment on our behalf so that we 

could enter the presence of God.  Through Jesus we come to know God, the righteous 

judge, and through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit we can imitate God as we 

righteously judge, out of love and a desire like God’s, to see all men come to repentance 

and to a knowledge of the truth. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Andy League on Sunday morning, September 11, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 


