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Text 
"You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' 39 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil 

person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if someone wants to 

sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go 

with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to 

borrow from you. 43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 But I 

tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father 

in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 

unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 

doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even 

pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 

Introduction 
 We spent this last week camping at Pymatuning State Park in Pennsylvania.  It 

was a great time with family, fishing, swimming, sleeping in a tent.  It was hard to find 

time to work on this sermon.  But I had Jesus’ words from the Sermon on the Mount 

running through my head all week while I was also driving around small towns bedecked 

with American flags and signs in yards like – “Loose your guns, loose your liberty.”  You 

know you’re not in Chicago any more when you drive to Wal-Mart (!) and turn on the 

radio and find all but one of the radio stations is country (in Chicago, there’s only one 

country station).  Scanning through the stations while driving through quintessential 

Americana I even listened to the song, “I’m proud to be an American.”  It all got me 

thinking about the differences between the kingdom of God and the country of America. 

 Now don’t get me wrong.  I do love this land.  I think there can be good forms of 

patriotism.  And as far as countries go and forms of government there probably aren’t 

much better and so there’s a lot to be thankful for. 

 But for Christians, their allegiance has to be given ultimately to the kingdom of 

God that Jesus brought – a kingdom that coexists in the midst of the current kingdoms of 

this world for a time, but one that is distinct and the only one that will last for eternity.  

And in his teaching on the way the kingdom of God works (which is what the Sermon on 

the Mount is) what we see is something that is in many ways diametrically opposed to the 

very ideals on which our nation was founded. 

 For example: the 2nd amendment guaranteeing the right to bear arms so that you 

can defend your property and resist tyrants (at least the sentiment in many people’s hearts 
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who hold this right dear) doesn’t seem to square with Jesus’ words about non-violence 

and non-resistance.  I won’t lie: I like shooting guns; but I can’t imagine Jesus speaking 

at an NRA convention. 

Or the 3rd amendment about the right not to be forced to quarter soldiers in your 

home is actually clearly antithetical to the attitude Jesus commands when he’s talking 

about walking ‘the extra mile.’  The mile here is what’s called a ‘Roman mile’ and it 

refers to the practice of Roman soldiers forcing civilians to carry their gear for a mile.  It 

was a practice that fomented deep resentment among the occupied Jews of Jesus’ day.   

Jesus says, “Don’t resist or resent, but gladly carry it… even more than you’re required!” 

Or how about this whole idea of ‘rights’, as in a ‘Bill of Rights’?  It’s a tricky one, 

because on one hand human rights are good and they’re owing to the Bible and the 

doctrine of being created in God’s image.  But just as it’s a perversion to mistreat human 

beings it’s also a perversion for us to become consumed with our rights and demand 

them.  Jesus’ teaching here seems to be about not holding tightly to your inalienable 

rights, but giving them up. 

And really if you’ve ever studied international relations you’ll know that the 

controlling principal of our country’s (or any country’s) foreign policy is doing what’s in 

our self-interest, for our national security.  In some ways it has to be.  But as that mindset 

trickles down to the individual level and the preoccupation with one’s own life, liberty 

and pursuit of happiness it is antithetical to the kingdom of God. 

It’s normal to think and live this way – in self-protectiveness.  It’s natural.  But 

Jesus is talking here about something supernatural.  We’ve seen so far that the Sermon on 

the Mount is laying out some pretty counter-cultural ethics.  It’s upside down from the 

world’s way of thinking.  We’ve seen that Christians are to be people of the Book; not 

personal, private, subjectivist impressions – ‘I am my own authority’.  Then we’ve been 

seeing some pretty radical things – Christians are to be people of radical reconciliation, 

radical faithfulness, radical reliability, and now today what we see in short is just this: 

Christians are to be people of radical un-self-protectiveness. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Lex Talionis 
 Jesus has been expounding or clarifying certain OT laws or teachings by saying, 

“You have heard it said…” and then giving his authoritative interpretation of that saying 

to his disciples.  And Matthew records six of these ‘You have heard it said’s and today 

we get to look at the last two.  We’ve already looked at the first four. 

 Verse 38 – “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.’”  

What’s he referring to?  The OT actually does say this in several places, but it actually 

wasn’t a bad thing.  It sounds bad.  But as we’ve seen as we went through Exodus 21 as a 

church, this principle was a leap forward in civilization and actually a call for justice.  It 

essentially says that the punishment must fit the crime.  If someone hits you and knocks 

your tooth out, you can’t bash their skull in – that’s barbaric.  So this was a civilizing 

law.  It’s also, keep in mind, a law to govern society, a legal principle for the state and its 

court system, whose task in this fallen world is to restrain evil and maintain order. 

 But in Jesus’ day, and it’s not hard to understand why, people had warped this 

civilizing legal principle for the state into a justification for private vengeance.  A tit-for-
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tat getting even.  They had uncivilized it.  And it’s that popular misinterpretation which 

Jesus is primarily addressing when he says, “But I tell you, ‘Do not resist an evil person’” 

(v. 39).  My father-in-law pointed out to me that there are only a handful of themes that 

every movie in some way is based on.  And one of those is the idea of revenge.  I just saw 

a billboard for a new movie last night called Colombiana with the phrase, “Revenge is 

Beautiful.”  Almost every Western is based on this idea – someone kills someone’s father 

and the son seeks to avenge his death.  It’s rooted deep within us.  What Jesus says here 

seeks to root that impulse out of us. 

 In a sinful world, there will be a need for divorce laws and testimonies under oath 

and a system of justice, but Jesus is saying this is not the way it’s ultimately supposed to 

be.  Christians are to be people of radical un-self-protectiveness.  If you’ve been 

wronged, don’t become intoxicated on the urge to get back at them.  There are evil people 

out there who will seek to hurt you; don’t resist them!  Don’t descend to their level to 

fight evil with evil, but “overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). 

 What does that mean?  What does that look like?  Jesus gives 4 examples 

unpacking this radical teaching: 

 

Turning your other cheek 

 “If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also” (v. 39b).  

Now, something to keep in mind here is that Jesus is using hyperbolic language, bold, 

shocking, illustrations to get at the radical nature of what he means.  He doesn’t just have 

in mind people coming up to you on the street and physically popping you one on the 

cheek and saying, “Here, hit this one too.”  He’s after the heart.  And another thing to 

keep in mind is that we can’t do to his commands here the kinds of casuistic things Jesus’ 

contemporaries were doing with the OT laws, so if someone punches you in the gut (but 

not the cheek) you can hit them in the face. 

 There is an element of pacifism here.  Non-violence.  Christians shouldn’t get in 

fights.  I will never forget what my dad said to me as a frustrated boy at the park being 

antagonized by another kid.  He said, “Son, it takes more of a man to walk away from a 

fight than to join one.”  That has always stuck with me. 

 But there’s something more going on here.  You can walk away from a fight, even 

when you are hit first, or take it on the chin and dare him to hit you again.  You can take a 

beating and be restrained from fighting back like Daniel Craig as James Bond when his 

interrogators are whipping him and he’s asking for more, but I don’t think that’s what 

Jesus has in mind here. 

 What would it mean to be struck on the right cheek?  Have you ever thought 

about that?  Since most people are right handed, to hit strike someone else’s right cheek 

would be to give a back-handed slap.  It’s not a right hook; that would land on the left 

cheek.  A back-handed blow is a universally recognized insult, but especially in the 

culture of Jesus’ day.  It was an affront to someone’s honor, one of the most demeaning 

moves.  Jesus is talking about when people do something to demean you and blatantly 

dishonor you. 

 So what are some other forms this can take?  You know the kind of things that 

just rile you up, make you boil inside… when someone does something that makes you 

feel very small.  Your instinct is to stand up for yourself, to fight with words or fists, 

right?  When someone takes an air of superiority around you and steps all over you, you 
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want to stand up for yourself and take them down a notch.  Maybe it’s people who cut in 

line or cut you off in traffic.  What really gets your goat?  And why is that?  It’s an 

affront to your honor.  It hurts your pride.  Our impulse is to defend ourselves, to avenge 

our honor. 

 So Jesus is telling his disciples not to care so much about their own honor and 

whether or not they are offended or feel hurt.  So in light of that, I don’t think when Jesus 

says not to resist and evil man, he means that if you’re on an island in Norway and a 

crazy guys starts shooting everyone you don’t call the cops or try what you can to contain 

him and protect others.  Turning the other cheek doesn’t mean standing up in such 

scenarios and saying shoot me again.  That’s silly.  It’s not a case of your personal honor 

being challenged there.  Love actually means in this scenario you do resist.  And there are 

other scenarios when resistance of evil is what love calls for. 

I also don’t think this is advocating an absolute pacifism.  That’s not realistic.  A 

military is another thing needed in a fallen world and God has given the power of the 

sword to the state (Romans 13), but the kingdom of God is not militaristic.  It doesn’t 

advance by the sword.  And members of it are even willing to forfeit their rights and bear 

all kinds of insults and put downs and, well, slaps in the face rather than resort to 

violence.  It’s very radical if you think about it, more radical than protesting war. 

 

Giving up your cloak 

Here’s the next example continuing to flesh out this principle of radical un-self-

protectiveness.  “And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have 

your cloak as well” (v. 40).  Jesus’ day, much like ours, was highly litigious.  People 

going to court represents a deep desire to get what you think you deserve.  ‘I’ve been 

cheated.  I have pain and suffering.’  And so we sue each other’s pants off.  Literally, 

sometimes. 

A tunic was an undergarment.  Not everyone had one.  It could represent some 

money.  Jesus is telling his followers to not fight to defend their honor in court even, but 

to concede.  And go above and beyond.  The cloak was an outer garment.  It was 

something everyone had.  It was a person’s coat and also bedding.  In the OT, it was 

something that couldn’t be taken away from a person no matter what (cf. ).  And here 

Jesus says, “Be willing to give up even your most basic rights rather than fight to defend 

your self.  They want your underwear?  Give them your pants and shirt as well!” 

Now remember: hyperbole.  Jesus isn’t advocating nudity.  He’s making a point.  

His followers are to give and give and give, even if we are being walked all over.  We 

don’t fight to clear our name.  Do you see?  I read recently a quote by Francis Schaeffer 

that gets at what Jesus is getting at.  He says, “I have felt very much and increasingly that 

it is a deep spiritual principle that Christians should not vindicate themselves.” 

 

Going the extra mile 

 It’s the same principle in v. 41 – “If someone forces you to go one mile, go with 

him two miles.”  I already explained this earlier.  It’s referring to a Roman soldier forcing 

someone on the street to carry his stuff.  Jesus says, “Do what you’re required… and 

more!”  In other words, don’t fume and rage that those people in power have subjected 

you and taken away your dignity and think that for them to ask you to carry their stuff is 

too humiliating.  Do it, cheerfully.” 
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What about at work when your jerk, incompetent boss who’s on a power trip asks 

you to make copies or do something that’s way beneath you and technically not in your 

job description, what do you do?  Make them without grumbling and even collate and 

staple them??  When are you tempted to feel like enough’s enough?  Your position or 

your person has been mocked or debased enough and it’s time to stand up for yourself?  

To stick it to the man?  Then do you practice meekness and service?  That’s what he’s 

getting at. 

 

Giving whatever’s asked 

 Finally, trying to show more of what this pattern of un-self-protectiveness looks 

like Jesus says this: “Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one 

who wants to borrow from you” (v. 42).  Are you kidding?  If all of Jesus followers did 

this they would quickly be utterly destitute.  And then there are others who point at 

Christians with bank accounts and say they don’t really take Jesus’ words seriously.  But 

Jesus’ shocking words are really to get us to put no stock in how much we have in our 

bank accounts, whether it’s zero or some other number.  He’s saying, “Don’t be stingy in 

giving [we will talk more about giving next week].  And don’t be so worried about 

protecting yourself, about not getting walked all over or being taken advantage of.” 

 It’s not a prescription for a financial system – giving to everyone who wants to 

borrow?  What a disaster!  It’s not even the best way to deal with poverty.  Jesus is trying 

another way to get at the desire in us to self-protect.  Is our greatest fear that we will be 

duped?  Nobody’s going to scam me!  But instead there should be a willingness to 

‘waste’ oneself for others.  I love how J.I. Packer described the Puritans.  He called them 

‘self-squanderers’. 

One person has said that Jesus is challenging his “disciples to value the kingdom 

above anything the world can take from them.”
1
  Your money, your tunic, but ultimately 

your honor and reputation.  Do you really desire your own security and glory and fight to 

maintain it or has admittance into the kingdom given you a superior security so that you 

live for his glory? 

 

Love 
 And for others’ good.  We’re going to take the next section with this one because 

I think they go together well.  You could say in the last section with its four examples 

Jesus has kind of been saying, “Have a thick skin.”  Now he says, “But also have a soft 

heart.”  A thick skin: don’t let things get to you, don’t be annoyed or put off.  Don’t let 

your pride be hurt or your honor offended so easily.  Don’t care so much about looking 

out for yourself and whether or not you are getting your due respect and if anyone is 

taking advantage of you.  Let the insults roll off without retaliating.  But even more than 

that, have a soft heart – a heart of love even for those very people who irritate you or in 

more severe cases persecute you.  You can withstand slaps in the face, let yourself be 

plundered, and go above and beyond and submit and serve those who you can’t stand but 

still do it with resentment and arrogance.  Jesus calls his followers to something much 

more radical than that – actually loving their enemies! 

 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy’” (v. 

43).  Now it does say in Leviticus 19:18 - “Love your neighbor as your self.”  But it 

doesn’t say anywhere in the OT to hate your enemies.  There are some places that could 
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be twisted to mean that, but there are also many places that legitimately lead towards 

what Jesus is teaching here, like laws protecting the alien and the stranger.  What Jesus is 

quoting here must have been a common understanding in his time.  Remember how we 

are weasels?  So we ask questions like, “Who is my neighbor?”  And we can reason in 

our heads that if we are to love our neighbors then we are not to love our non-neighbors 

and that would be our enemies.  God must mean that we should just love our own. 

“But I tell you,” Jesus says, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven” (vv. 44-45a).  This is the way it’s 

supposed to be.  Why?  Because this is the way God has always been.  Jesus says, “He 

causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 

unrighteous” (v. 45b).  Have you ever thought about it like this?  God is constantly 

ignored, dismissed, dissed, cursed, made small, blown off.  People disrespect him, take 

him for granted, use him, and snub him.  And God doesn’t just sit in heaven and take it.  

He doesn’t just merely turn the other cheek and allow it, although that patience would be 

kindness enough.  But no, he continues to lavish blessings upon those who revile him or 

brashly brush him aside.  He doesn’t just give good things to those who honor him.  He 

spreads his gifts all around indiscriminately.  Have you thought about this? 

Pagans who have not the slightest respect for God know the legitimate joys of 

food and sex and friendship and family.  Nature and culture, modern medicine and music, 

a sunset and satisfaction in simple things… these are all experienced by multitudes of 

people who belittle God and it’s the direct result of God’s kindness to them.  Every 

breath, every laugh, every pleasure is a grace from God and he even does this for 

everyone not based on what they do for him.  He’s that secure in himself.  He’s that full 

of love. 

“If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?” Jesus asks.  “Are not 

even the tax collectors doing that?  And if you greet only your brothers, what are you 

doing more than others?  Do not even pagans do that?” (vv. 46-47).  Even the people 

Jesus’ hearers would have been most prone to put in the category of evil people – their 

enemies – they behave the same way.  Everyone loves their own.  It’s not that noble that I 

have tenderness in my affections for my own kids.  I love to stare at them.  I run when 

they’re hurt.  I want the best for them.  That’s not hard and that’s not that amazing.  It 

doesn’t make me a loving person.  Love is having tenderness and affection for the kid 

down the street that I think is ugly and annoying.  That’s how the heavenly Father feels.  

“The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made” (Ps. 145:9). 

When Jesus calls his disciples toward radical un-self-protectiveness he’s calling 

them to stop being so wrapped up with themselves that they have the wherewithal and 

time to be concerned with others, even the very ones who step all over them.  The very 

idea of an enemy comes from an ‘us-them’ mentality that is self-protective.  We vilify the 

‘other’ to vindicate ourselves.  It’s an ugly form of self-love.  The love Jesus is talking 

about transcends this.  It’s something radical that does not come naturally to us. 

 

Summing Up 

This section of the Sermon on the Mount is summed up with verse 48.  All this 

radical kingdom ethic, what life should be like for those who are in the kingdom: 

reconciliation, faithfulness, reliability, un-self-protectiveness… is summed up with Jesus’ 

words – “Be perfect, therefore.”  Perfect is probably not the best word in the English 
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language.  It conjures up ideas of perfectionism, an impossible standard of impeccable 

obedience.  But what Jesus is getting at here is something in some ways less measurable, 

a kind of holistic transformation, a heart-level change that is deep and substantial.  His 

followers are not perfect in a 1600 on the SAT kind of sense, nor will they ever be this 

side of heaven.  But they are not to settle and use that as an excuse, but to set their sights 

on a kind of supernaturally transformed heart.  Not an outward obedience to a certain set 

of rules, but a heart that is full of love, expressed in character traits like reconciliation, 

faithfulness, reliability, and un-self-protectiveness. 

So Jesus here gives his disciples something to strive after, aim for.  Maybe, if 

you’re a guy, you might feel like the kind of lifestyle Jesus just seemed to advocate was a 

bit, well, wimpy, like to follow Jesus is to go into a program of sissification.  Honestly, 

it’s why a lot of guys are absent from the church.  They like to watch war movies and 

fights.  They like competition and being inspired to assertiveness, not taught how to take 

a beating and get walked all over.  Jesus and his call to non-aggression and love is not 

trying to feminize you.  He’s stirring you to live for something grander – be perfect.  

Take all that’s good about your masculine passions for courage and valor and bravery and 

strength and redirect them from the kingdom of you to the kingdom of God.  Make war 

on your sin.  Beat the living snot out of it.  Take no prisoners.  The real sissies are the 

guys who watch football and Ultimate Fighting and let there flesh walk all over them.  

Kick its ass!  Starve it.  Pummel it.  Declare a violent war.  What are you waiting for? 

 There’s lots of war imagery employed in the NT.  Why?  How are we to watch 

war movies now?  I’ll tell you how I watch them.  It fires me up?  What am I living for, 

really?  It sobers me up.  Death is real, folks!  I’m going to die sometime!!  And it stirs 

me to action, to noble themes, to living all out for the kingdom of God.  It doesn’t make 

me want to go kill some Japs.  It makes me want to be ‘a good soldier of Christ Jesus’ 

(2Tim. 2:3) declaring war on my self-protectiveness and giving my life in courageous, 

risky, sacrificial service of others, telling them of the gospel.  Last night as we were 

driving back from camping we listened to a cd of kids songs with this one: “I may never 

march in the infantry, ride in the cavalry, shoot the artillery.  I may never zoom o’er the 

enemy, but I’m in the Lord’s army.”  Jesus is calling men to be real men, not getting in 

bar fights, but giving their life to the kingdom and disciplining themselves not just to 

bench press twice their body weight but to be godly (cf. 1Tim. 4:8). 

If you’re a woman you may listening to Jesus’ teaching here and feel like either 

(1) this kind of thinking could lead to obsequiousness and taking abuse from boorish 

men.  And I would just say that though this is a call to a kind submissiveness it is a strong 

submissiveness; love is assertive, not passive.  Be strong, but also just beware of the 

strains of feminism that are driven by anger, resentment, pride, revenge, getting even, 

etc…  Don’t respond to sinful male domination with sinful female retribution. 

Or (2) you may feel like this kind of stuff doesn’t really apply to you.  You’re not 

tempted to get in fist fights.  You don’t have a male ego or aggression.  But I’ve seen 

women be just as emotionally vindictive as men are physically.  It flies under the radar 

more, but it’s just as real.  Another person, often another woman, emotionally hurts you 

and you retaliate by withholding love and with all kinds of ugly tactics and a vicious 

cycle ensues of hurt feelings and grudges and gossip and back-stabbing and keeping tabs 

and emotional distance and the silent treatment and… it’s nasty.  That cycle has to be 

stopped. 
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Conclusion 

Jesus is calling for something very radical here, isn’t he?  “Be perfect!”  Is anyone 

else starting to feel a bit depressed, overwhelmed, beat down?  Good!!  That’s good.  

That means the self-protective streak that proudly desires to have one’s own salvation 

under one’s own control is starting to surrender.  You can never be radical enough on 

your own to be saved.  You have to admit that and submit to the gospel of God’s grace.  

And that is the only way that you can actually start to become this radically un-self-

protective person in the core of your being. 

I’ve been going kind of fast through all this and I’ve only briefly touched on how 

this kind of radical un-self-protectiveness happens.  So let me slow down and let’s 

savor together these next few words, because if we don’t it’s easy to just skip right over 

them and miss their significance and feel overwhelmed.  “Be perfect, therefore, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect” (v. 48). 

We are to strive to be as God already is.  As your heavenly Father is perfect.  God 

is that kind of person, in the core of his being.  Non-self-protective.  We really have to 

ponder what this means ultimately.  God made a human race, knowing full well that they 

would rebel against him, declare war on him, and that in his love it would ultimately 

mean that he himself would assume their flesh, opening himself up to untold suffering.  

God in the flesh took the form of a servant in Jesus Christ and what did we do to him?  

We slapped him in the face, beat him, mocked him, abandoned him, and nailed him to a 

tree!  Yet “when they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he 

made no threats” (1Pe. 2:23).  Instead, he prayed for those who were killing him. 

If you are going to become a person who loves like that you have to be touched at 

your core by that.  You have to see it as something done for you.  And as John Stott (who 

just recently died) famously said, “Until you see the cross as something which was done 

by you, you will never appreciate it as something that was done for you.”  You are not 

just some poor victim and salvation is God soothing you and saying, “There, there.”  You 

are an evil man who has God’s blood on your hands!  You are God’s enemy and justice 

calls out for God’s wrath to be poured on you.  And yet “God demonstrates his own love 

for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us….  When we were God’s 

enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son” (Rom. 5:8, 10).  As 

your father in heaven is perfect.  God is perfect.  He loves his enemies to the point of 

dying for them and that means you.  Has that penetrated deep into your heart? 

And then feel the full impact of the next word: as your heavenly Father is perfect.  

Jesus is telling these imperfect disciples to strive for perfection by remembering God’s 

perfect love and realizing that it is now for them.  He is their Father.  He has adopted 

them, accepted them.  This was a radical concept; more radical than the kind of lifestyle 

that Jesus had just been enumerating.  It would have no doubt eclipsed everything else for 

the disciples to hear Jesus refer to God as their heavenly Father.  The personal 

Fatherhood of God was a new concept for them.  A God whom they could address as 

Father (as in the Lord’s Prayer) was revolutionary.  And it’s astounding.  We take it for 

granted nowadays, but the reality is that if you are with Jesus, confessing your sin, 

listening to his teaching, then God is your Father, no matter your level of perfection. 

I want my kids to be perfect.  I want them to strive for holiness and growth in 

Christlikeness, but my love for them is not dependant on that.  And I hope that this kind 
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of affectionate love and unconditional acceptance makes them want to be like me, to 

please me.  If we realize that we are God’s enemies, yet because of the work of Christ – 

the Son of God – we are brought into God’s family, then and only then can we escape the 

vicious cycle of revenge.  There and only there will we have the motivation to declare all 

out war on our indwelling sin.  This and only this will free us up from the desire to self-

protect that manifests itself in hating your enemies and holding on to your money and 

bristling under authority or fighting for your name or lashing back at those who attack 

your honor… being consumed with your own rights so that you can actually love others. 

God has your back and has given you, his enemy, the highest honor of being his 

son! 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 

Benediction 
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 

behavior.  But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to 

present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation – if you continue 

in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. (Col. 

1:21-23) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, August 7, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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