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Text 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem 
2 
and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east 

and have come to worship him." 
3 
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 

him. 
4 
When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Christ was to be born. 
5 
"In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has 

written: 
6 
"'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 

out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'" 
7 
Then Herod called the Magi 

secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 
8 
He sent them to Bethlehem and 

said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may 

go and worship him." 
9 
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in 

the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
10 

When they saw the star, 

they were overjoyed. 
11 

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 

down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of 

incense and of myrrh. 
12 

And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route. 
13 

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get 

up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is 

going to search for the child to kill him." 
14 

So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and 

left for Egypt, 
15 

where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said 

through the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called my son." 
16 

When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by 

the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two 

years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 
17 

Then what was said 

through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
18 

"A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more." 
19 

After Herod 

died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
20 

and said, "Get up, take the child and 

his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child's life are dead." 
21 

So he 

got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 
22 

But when he heard that Archelaus 

was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a 

dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 
23 

and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was 

fulfilled what was said through the prophets: "He will be called a Nazarene." 

 

Introduction 
 If you want to get to know Jesus, one of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 

John) is a great place to go.  May 1
st
 we started into Matthew.  The first week looked at 

Matthew 1:1-17 which is Jesus’ genealogy.  Genealogy?  Yes, it was actually a great way 

to set up Jesus, to situate him in a larger story.  It’s important to realize that he comes as 

the fulfillment of a story that’s already been going on.  That story can be found in the OT.  
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He is, after all, the Jewish Messiah.  But that genealogy also showed that he comes to 

complete the story of the whole world because the whole world is sinful. 

 Last week with the birth of Jesus we see more explicitly that Jesus’ purpose was 

to be a savior of sinners – “You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 

people from their sins.”  The story of the Virgin Birth of Jesus tells us that Jesus is God in 

the flesh come to save us from our sins.  His is a story of divine rescue, salvation from 

the outside, which is the only kind that can work.  As Martin Luther once asked – “Is it 

not wonderful news to believe that salvation lies outside ourselves?”  Yes it is. 

 Now before we start to focus in on the details of Jesus’ ministry, Matthew is 

going to continue setting up certain categories for us, situating Jesus, framing him, giving 

us a way to interpret him – who he was, what was his mission.  Today is more of that.  

Today we get a little information (not much, but a little) about Jesus’ boyhood.  But in 

telling us about Jesus’ boyhood Matthew has four of his ‘fulfillment formulas’ in ch. 2; 

that is, four references to the OT.  And each one gives us a category for understanding 

Jesus.  So we’ll take each one in turn, which means this will be a four-part sermon.  See if 

you can follow along and by the end be able to see each category that Matthew wants us 

to use to understand Jesus. 

 In short, what we’re going to see today from this text is just this: Jesus can be 

our King, our Deliverer, and our Restorer because he was called a Nazarene.  What 

does that mean?  Let’s find out… 

 

But first, let’s pray… 
 

Jesus as King 

 The first section we’ll look at today is the story of the visit of the Magi and it’s 

anchored by the quote about Bethlehem from Micah 5:2 and 2 Samuel 5:2.  The main 

theme here is kingship.  Jesus is the true king.  The good king.  The one worthy of all 

homage and loyalty.  The ruler we all long for. 

 “After Jesus was born…” – which is what we learned about last week; what we 

didn’t learn last week was where he was born.  “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 

Judea…” – that’s an important detail; we’ll see why in a bit.  “After Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod…” (v. 1).  So we’ve been situated 

geographically (Bethlehem in Judea).  Now we’re situated temporally and historically – 

this was during the reign of King Herod, sometimes referred to as Herod the Great, a 

widely-known and well-documented historical figure.  Again, this Christianity stuff is not 

once upon a time in a land far, far away…  We’re talking datable, historical events here.  

The Jesus of faith has to be the Jesus of history. 

 King Herod (this King Herod, there are lots of them in the Bible) was born in 73 

B.C. to a pretty politically connected dad (Antipater who was an Idumean) and a 

Nabatean mother.  Point being: he wasn’t technically a Jew.  But he was named by the 

Roman Senate in 40 B.C. to be ‘King of the Jews’.  It took him three years to fully 

assume control of the region because he wasn’t welcomed by all the Jews as their king.  

(1) He wasn’t a Jew!  (2) He was merely a vassal of the Romans.  This was no Jewish 

monarchy. 

Herod the Great did maintain order for quite awhile, which is quite an 

accomplishment in that region and era.  And he did sponsor several massive building 
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projects, including the rehabbing of the Temple in Jerusalem.  But he was a cruel, 

borderline insane ruler (you might call him the ‘mad dog of the middle east’).  Just to 

give you some idea: he had three of his own sons killed out of paranoia.  He even had his 

favorite wife Mariamne killed, which he later regretted.  On his deathbed he ordered that 

one member of each family should be executed upon his death so that the nation would 

really be in mourning (luckily the orders were never carried out).  Knowing these aspects 

of his personality makes the details of the rest of this story make so much more sense.  

And they help us see how Herod provides a foil to the kind of king Jesus is.  So that’s a 

little about King Herod, whose “cruelty… had become proverbial even in Rome” at the 

time.
1
 

 And here it’s at the end of Herod’s life.  He’s sensing the slipping of his kingdom 

from his hands by the respecter of no persons – Death.  And here come these “Magi from 

the east” (v. 2).  Who were Magi?  They were part of the Babylonian and Persian royal 

court.  They were learned men, advanced in the arts and sciences of that day and culture, 

which included astrological observations and interpreting omens and prophecies.  ‘Wise 

Men’ is an adequate translation; ‘Kings’, probably not.  And the number 3 is totally 

arbitrary and not attested to in tradition until much later, probably as an extrapolation 

from the number of gifts mentioned in the text, but that’s totally unnecessary. 

 However many there were, they somehow get a sign that a new king has been 

born over the Jews and so they set off westward on a diplomatic journey to welcome him.  

And they come to, where else, but Jerusalem – the capital, the political seat of power.  

And they ask, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in 

the east and have come to worship him” (v. 2).  Worship could just mean pay homage, 

but Matthew probably wants us to think of something more.  And it’s also interesting to 

notice that it says, “born king of the Jews,” and not, “born to be king of the Jews.”  Jesus 

is the true king by birthright. 

 Herod, as you can imagine, did not like the sound of this one bit.  “When King 

Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him” (v. 3).  “When Herod the 

Great trembled the whole city shook,” as one person put it.
2
  And you can guess why.  

What did it mean for them?  More crack downs and random killings?  “When he had 

called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where 

the Christ was to be born.  ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied” (vv. 4-5).  And then 

comes the first fulfillment formula quotation. 

 As I said, it’s Micah 5:2 combined with 2 Samuel 5:2.  The Micah passage speaks 

of a future ruler of Israel that would come from the tiny town of Bethlehem.  That had 

been the town that King David, previously, was from and it remained throughout time a 

small, inconsequential village.  The 2 Samuel passage from which comes the stuff about 

shepherding the people was originally said of King David.  So the scribes and Pharisees 

know the Biblical promise of a coming Davidic king who would also be born in 

Bethlehem and rule over the people.  They report this to Herod. 

 “Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 

star had appeared [this information would help him make his cruel calculations for the 

draconian plan we’ll see in a moment].  He sent them to Bethlehem [thinking he had 

sweet-talked them onto his side] and said, ‘Go and make a careful search for the child.  

As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him’” (vv. 7-8).  

Yeah, right. 
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 “After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 

in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was” (v. 9).  

This is a strange story, on several fronts.  First of all, what was the nature of the star that 

they had seen in the east and which we’re now told actually led them to a specific 

house??  Johannes Kepler, the father of modern astrology, suggested it could have been a 

conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in the constellation of Pisces in 7 B.C.  Others have 

suggested a comet like Halley’s comet which appeared in 12 or 11 B.C. (too early to be 

what’s referred to here) or the explosion of a supernova.  Others have said it was a 

supernatural sign, something like the pillar of fire that led the Israelites in the desert.  We 

don’t know for sure.  Somehow their study of the skies led them to think a king was born 

and led them to Jerusalem and eventually on to Mary and Joseph’s quarters in Bethlehem.  

That’s what happened; you can pick how you think it happened. 

 But the second problem this brings up, at least in my mind, is the seeming 

affirmation of astrology which the Bible on numerous other occasions forbids and decries 

(i.e. Is. 47:13).  Should we encourage people to read the horoscope or expect non-

Christian spiritualists to find God’s voice in their magic arts?  Why does Matthew include 

this story?  I found Craig Keener’s explanation extremely helpful.  He says: 

 

Without condoning astrology, Matthew’s narrative challenges his 

audience’s prejudice against outsiders to their faith (cf. also 8:5-13; 15:21-

28): even the most pagan of pagans may respond to Jesus if given the 

opportunity (cf. Jonah 1:13-16; 3:6-4:1, 10-11).  For one special event in 

history, the God who rules the heavens chose to reveal himself where 

pagans were looking (cf. Acts 19:12, 15-20…).  Yet even supernatural 

guidance like that of the star can take the astrologers only so far; for more 

specific direction they must ask the leaders in Jerusalem where the king is 

to be born (2:2).  That is, their celestial revelation was only partial; they 

must finally submit to God’s revelation in the Scriptures, preserved by the 

Jewish people.
3
 

 

So God can get people’s attention in extraordinary, un-recommended ways, but it must 

always bring those people eventually through special revelation and the church and 

always end up with them on their knees before Jesus for it to be efficacious in any sense. 

 The real point is that while the biblical scholars are casually sitting back in 

Jerusalem with their books missing the point, these distant pagans are coming to Jesus, 

bowing to him with great joy – a preview of the worship Jesus will get from those from 

every tribe, tongue, people, and nation one day (cf. Rev. 5:9).  Many allegorical 

interpretations have been offered for the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh (i.e. gold 

refers to kingship, frankincense to worship, and myrrh anticipates his burial), but the 

better way to interpret this is as a recapitulation of the Queen of Sheba’s visit to King 

Solomon in 1 Kings 10 (n.b. v. 10) and the picture that was of the blessing breaking out 

to foreigners and all peoples bowing down to the God of Israel (cf. Ps. 72:10). 

 Jesus is the true King, Matthew is telling us.  He sums up all that David and 

Solomon should have been and more.  He’s everything King Herod is not.  He is the king 

that’s worthy of the whole world’s worship.  He is the fulfillment of that deep desire for a 

righteous ruler, someone in charge who is powerful yet good and just, who shepherds his 
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people.  He’s the authority figure every child longs for.  The protector.  The reason 

anybody will tune in to Rahm Emmanuel’s inauguration tomorrow is because you have a 

perhaps unrecognized longing for a righteous ruler.  Jesus is the KING! 

 

Jesus as Deliverer 

 Now let’s move to the second category Matthew gives us, and that’s exodus.  First 

Matthew was playing with the theme of David and kingship, now in this next section 

that’s anchored by the quote from Hosea 11:1 about Israel coming out of Egypt, we’re 

going to be brought back into the world of the exodus and the deliverance from Egypt.  

And Matthew is going to show how Jesus as the ultimate Deliverer enacted the perfect 

redemption. 

 “Having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, [the Magi] returned to 

their country by another route” (v. 12).  This bought Joseph and Mary and Jesus a little 

time.  “When [the eastern visitors] had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream [like had happened before]”  Why Joseph?  Because he’s the head of the house.  

“‘Get up,’ he said, ‘take the child and his mother [notice it’s always in this strange order 

– child and mother instead of mother and child – because there’s no doubt who’s the most 

important figure here; that’s not to denigrate Mary and say she’s not important, it’s just to 

say this is about Jesus] and escape to Egypt.  Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going 

to search for the child to kill him’” (v. 13). 

 Now, the mention of Egypt should start to trigger in readers’ minds images of that 

historically significant place in the biblical story.  Egypt is where Jacob and his sons fled 

for safety from the famine and ended up after 400 years as a sizeable nation oppressed in 

cruel bondage as slaves under a despotic Pharaoh.  Then the detail about how Herod was 

going to try to kill the child should at least start to conjure up some connections – Moses 

was born as a special baby (Ex. 2:2) and narrowly escaped infanticide.  As R.T. France 

says, “the reader is invited to recognize in Herod and Jesus a counterpart to Pharaoh and 

Moses.”
4
  The typology is going to run deep. 

 History tells us that at this time there were upwards of 1 million Jews already in 

Egypt – a well ordered Roman province outside of Herod’s rule.  The child would find a 

perfect sanctuary in this spot roughly 75 miles away from his birthplace.  “So [Joseph] 

got up, took the child and his mother [there’s the inverted order again] during the night 

and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod [commonly thought to have 

been in 4 B.C.].  And [here’s the important fulfillment formula:] so was fulfilled what the 

Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called my son’” (vv. 14-15). 

 This is usually held up as an example of how Matthew twists Scriptures.
5
  That 

quote in Hosea 11:1 is not a prophecy about a future figure who will be the Son of God!  

It’s simply a statement that looks back to the nation of Israel, referred to by God as his 

son in Exodus 4:22, and how Israel was brought out of bondage in Egypt through the 

plagues, passover, and parting of the Red Sea.  That’s all. 

But this isn’t twisting Scripture at all.  Matthew has a profound grasp on the 

sweep of Scripture.  He understands all of the OT as ‘promise’ to which the events of the 

NT stand as ‘fulfillment’.  He sees in Jesus a fulfillment of the exodus.  Jesus is a new 

and greater Moses who escapes the tyrant’s rampage and leads his people out of bondage, 

the deepest bondage.  Even more, and this may be hard to get your mind around, but 

Jesus embodies Israel itself.  Jesus is true Israel, a topic we’ll be exploring more in the 



6 

weeks ahead as we see him recapitulate much of Israel’s history.  Here he comes out of 

Egypt, next he will go through the waters, then he will spend 40 days in the desert being 

tempted.  Jesus is summing up redemptive history in himself(!) doing what Moses and 

Israel should have done, but couldn’t.  He will enact the great, cosmic deliverance that 

everyone longs for deep down, but nobody else has been able to achieve.  We all feel 

trapped.  There’s something that enslaves us, addicts us, oppresses us.  We’re looking for 

that product or person who can liberate us.  Jesus is the DELIVERER! 

 

Jesus as Returner from Exile 

 So kingship, exodus… now the third segment which revolves around the obscure 

quote from Jeremiah 31:15 about weeping in Ramah elicits yet another significant OT 

image and that is of return from exile.  It’s similar to the exodus theme.  The return from 

exile is like a second exodus.  But when the Israelites returned from Babylon there was a 

deeper sense of coming home.  Jesus fulfills that innate longing.  He restores.  He 

reverses the deep sense of loss and redeems the emotions of pain.  He brings us to our 

ultimate home. 

 “When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, 

and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years 

old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi” (v. 16).  

Remember how Herod had “found out… the exact time the star had appeared” (v. 7)?  

Now some protest that this must be fabricated because there is not extra-biblical evidence 

of such a slaughter of children.  But (1) such a thing is entirely in line with the character 

of Herod that we have ample extra-biblical evidence of; and (2) since Bethlehem was 

such a small and inconsequential hamlet (probably a few hundred people there tops) this 

atrocity, wicked as it was, probably didn’t rank high enough to deserve mention in other 

historical accounts of the time… such brutality happened so frequently. 

 Besides, what reason would Matthew have to make it up?  Some specific 

messianic prophecy that foretold it that he had to fabricate something to fulfill?  Hardly!  

Looking at the next OT text he quotes shows that Matthew didn’t make up this event to 

fit a text, but rather that reflection on this event triggered in his mind the link with an OT 

text. 

 In this case it is a passage from Jeremiah 31.  Reading the context of that passage 

has so many parallels to details in this passage from Matthew.  But the Ramah reference 

is specifically citing a snippet that recalls what it was like for the exiles from Jerusalem to 

be led away on a trail of tears that stopped in a town called Ramah about 5 miles north of 

Jerusalem.  Like a train depot in Germany leading to the concentration camps, this place 

was filled with wailing.  The suffering that was experienced by them was so bad that 

Jeremiah was saying that it was as if Rachel (one of the great matriarchs of Israel) was 

weeping in her grave at the sight. 

 Well Rachel’s grave, Genesis 35:19 tells us, was near Bethlehem.  The Bethlehem 

connection triggers this association in Matthew’s mind.  The slaughter of the baby boys 

in Bethlehem was so horrendous that this figure of speech could be employed again – 

Rachel was turning over in her grave crying.  But the Jeremiah context is also in 

Matthew’s mind because that portion of Jeremiah is all about hope.  Yes, something 

tragic happened.  But God is about to do something amazing.  He is about to turn the 

“mourning into gladness” and “give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow” (Jer. 



7 

31:13).  Jeremiah is talking about the return of the exiles from their Babylonian captivity.  

Matthew is saying that this is ultimately fulfilled in Jesus. 

 The widespread understanding in the first century, well ever since the return from 

exile save perhaps a few moments of elation here and there, was that even though many 

Jews were back in their homeland, they were still in exile.  They were ruled by foreign 

powers; they pined for their former glory.  God had promised to do a new thing, but they 

were still waiting.  Matthew is saying that day has come.  Jesus is going to enact the 

greatest restoration from Exile and return the world has ever seen.  You know that feeling 

you have of longing?  The halcyon memories of childhood you slip into in moments of 

semi-consciousness?  It’s all a primordial memory of union with God and longing for 

reunion.  It’s a longing for heaven.  As C.S. Lewis says – “If I find in myself a desire 

which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was 

made for another world.”  We were.  Jesus brings us there.  Jesus is the RESTORER! 

 

Jesus as Suffering Servant 

 So what are the three major OT themes Matthew has recalled so far?  Kingship.  

Exodus.  Return from Exile.  Now these three themes were on the forefront of most Jews’ 

minds around this time.  They longed for a Davidic king, deliverance, and return from 

exile.  And these themes distilled to their essence evoke human longings that we all have 

still today and that I’m sure we could spend a long time teasing out how we yearn for 

authority figures, need freedom from oppression, and long for home and relief from 

suffering.  These are universal themes and Jesus embodies those and fulfills those 

perfectly.  But there’s a twist. 

 This fourth theme is unexpected, counter-intuitive, but without it the rest are not 

really fulfilled, or at least not for us.  And Matthew just hints at it today.  He will take the 

rest of his Gospel to flesh it out.  But think with me for a moment.  If in Jesus we have a 

perfectly righteous King, no impurity, full authority, uncompromised justice, what does 

that mean for those of us who are traitors to his throne?  There are those today who want 

to reduce the gospel to the announcement that “Jesus is Lord (and Caesar is not).”  True!  

But is that good news for those who are guilty of treason and in violation of the laws of 

the kingdom?  No, it’s not.  I was visited by some Jehovah’s Witnesses this week who 

gave me some literature stating that “God’s Kingdom… will soon bring an end to all 

wickedness and transform the earth into a paradise.”  That’s not non-Christian, what’s 

non-Christian is what they leave out (for the most part), the part that Matthew doesn’t 

leave out.  Christianity’s not just about “choosing God as Ruler” as their magazine 

suggests.
6
  We are part of the wickedness that Jesus will soon bring an end to and we are 

therefore, on our own, precluded from the transformed earth paradise. 

 If in Jesus we have redemption from slavery and deliverance from oppression, 

what if not all the enemies we need to be delivered from are external?  What if the 

powers of evil we need deliverance from, we’re complicit with?  What if the greatest 

problem is our very own sin, which has made the majority contribution to the other 

problems that ail us? 

 The mention of the exile should have made this point clear.  The Israelites had not 

been in exile as innocents.  They were shipped off and ripped from their homes not as 

injustice but as justice, as punishment for their sins.  The return from exile wasn’t to be a 

restoration to the way things were.  It was a forgiveness, a grace, a chance to live again as 
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God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule but like their forefathers and foremothers 

fresh out of Egypt they rebelled, they failed to keep God’s covenant.  Something deeper 

needed to happen than just life under a good king, free from oppression, in their own 

land.  Israel had tried that time and time again and failed.  Jesus didn’t come to just do it 

again. 

 This fourth vignette concerning Jesus’ boyhood is anchored by the enigmatic 

quotation of, well, we’re not sure.  But when you investigate it you realize it’s not a 

blunder but rather Matthew is saying something profound about Jesus.  This section is 

about Jesus as a suffering servant.  He is coming to set up a kingdom, lead a greater 

exodus, return his people from exile by suffering, being ridiculed, mocked, scorned, 

rejected.  It’s magnificent.  It’s a theme he introduces here at the beginning, explains 

more when he says – “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many” (Mt. 20:28) – and fully reveals when he relates the cross. 

 We read: “After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph 

in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead’” (vv. 19-20; cf. Ex. 4:19).  Herod 

died a pitiful death and in his place some of the sons he didn’t literally strangle were 

given parcels of his kingdom.  Archelaus got the southern regions including Judea and 

Samaria and he was given the title ‘ethnarch’.  Antipas got the northern regions including 

Galilee and was called a ‘tetrarch’.  Neither one of them was known for competence or 

virtue and Archelaus didn’t last very long at all before being replaced by Roman 

governors, of which Pontius Pilate was one. 

 “So [Joseph] got up, took the child and his mother [that order again] and went to 

the land of Israel.  But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his 

father Herod, he was afraid to go there [because he was notoriously cruel too].  Having 

been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a 

town called Nazareth” (vv. 21-23).  Now Luke tells us that this is where they were from 

originally and we can only speculate that they didn’t immediately go there because there 

may have still be some stigma attached to them due to their ‘unusual’ pregnancy. 

 Then comes Matthew’s final words of this chapter, what may seem like what he 

was leading up to the whole time – “So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets: 

‘He will be called a Nazarene’” (v. 23).  Huh?  What does this mean?  Even more 

embarrassing, at first, is that there is no such prophecy, verse, or reference of any sort in 

the OT!  Matthew, Matthew, Matthew…  Several solutions have been proposed trying to 

get Matthew off the hook, like that it’s a reference to the OT Nazirite, but he gets his 

spelling a bit wrong or something.  But a Nazirite vow included not cutting hair and not 

touching wine.  All of our artists’ renderings have Jesus with blow-dried locks so we 

think maybe that’s what’s going on here.  But the problem is that Jesus was no Nazirite!  

He liked his wine.  In fact, a little later in Matthew we’ll see him being accused of being 

“a glutton and a drunkard” because he came eating and drinking like life should be a 

party (11:19). 

 But wait.  There are clues that Matthew may not have been drunk when he was 

writing this.  This fulfillment formula has two quirks.  First of all, instead of saying – “so 

was fulfilled what was written through the prophet” – and then possibly naming him; it 

says – “so was fulfilled what was said through the prophets [plural].”  And then in this 

instance he uses a different word from his other introductions to quotations.  Instead of – 
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“what was said through the prophet Jeremiah saying...” – it’s literally – “what was said 

through the prophets that… he will be called a Nazarene.” 

 Now to understand this you have to understand (which you could if you just read 

the Bible) that to be called a Nazarene was the same thing as today being called a hick 

from the stix, white trash, a nobody, a country bumpkin, a backwoods village idiot.  It 

was an abusive epithet.  That’s why in John 1 when Philip finds Nathanael and tells him, 

“We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets 

also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth.”  Nathanael’s immediate response is, “Nazareth!  Can 

anything good come from there?” (Jn. 1:46).  You also see the term being used as a slur 

by the opponents of Christianity in Acts 24.  That Jesus would be called a Nazarene is a 

way of saying that Jesus would be laughed at and considered a joke. 

 To summarize by quoting the words of another – “[Matthew] is not saying that a 

particular OT prophet foretold that the Messiah would live in Nazareth; he is saying that 

the OT prophets foretold that the Messiah would be despised.”
7
  This is an oft ignored 

aspect of Messianic prophecy – the sufferings of the Christ – but it’s everywhere.  

Perhaps Matthew has in mind Ps. 22:6-8 – “But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by 

men and despised by the people.  All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking 

their heads: ‘He trusts in the Lord; let the Lord rescue him.  Let him deliver him, since he 

delights in him.’”  Or most notably the Suffering Servant passages of Isaiah.  Like this – 

“He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.  He had no 

beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire 

him.  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with 

suffering.  Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed 

him not” (Is. 53:2-3). 

 That whole passage in Is. 53 is about one who “took up our infirmities and carried 

our sorrows… stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our 

transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 

was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to 

the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  

By oppression and judgment he was taken away.  And who can speak of his descendants?  

For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was 

stricken.  He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though 

he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  Yet it was the Lord’s will to 

crush him and cause him to suffer” (Is. 53:4-10)… so that we might be saved!  This is 

who we need Jesus to be if his kingship is going to be good news, if his exodus and return 

from exile is really going to work.  Jesus can be our King, our Deliverer, and our 

Restorer because he was our Suffering Servant. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
May you stand amazed in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene. 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 15, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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