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Introduction 
 Have you ever been at a movie theater and after the show finished you 
immediately remarked to the person you saw it with, “There’s going to be a sequel?”  As 
you file out, stepping around the empty popcorn tubs strewn in the aisles, you hear other 
people saying, “I can’t wait until the next one comes out.”  I think you’ve probably 
experienced that.  Well, the book of Luke is kind of like that too.  As we finish Luke’s 
Gospel we’re clearly set up for a part II.  Luke brings us all the way to the climax of the 
cross and then he ties up his story of the life and ministry of Jesus with the resurrection, 
but he does so in such a way that it begs for a sequel.  We’re made to expect that 
something is going to happen as a result of what Jesus’ life, or more accurately Jesus’ 
death, achieved. 
 So these last several verses in Luke are like the last few minutes in The Bourne 
Identity or Spiderman.  Jesus has arrived in Jerusalem to die as a sacrifice for sins and it 
all happens according to plan; Jesus rises from the dead to show that the crucifixion was 
effective; now Jesus further solidifies the meaning of the gospel in the minds of his 
followers and gives them a charge to spread the news that forgiveness of sins has been 
made possible.  In short, the message of today’s passage is just this: The gospel is a real 
event that happened in space and time that must now be related to the whole world.  
The story of how that has begun to be worked out is told to us in Luke Part II – Acts – 
and the story is still unfolding as we speak.  Let’s focus our attention on how this truth 
comes out of vv. 36-49. 
 
Before we do that, let’s pray… 
 
The Reality of the Resurrection 
 Three weeks ago we covered the climax of Luke’s Gospel, the crucifixion scene 
where Jesus died an innocent death to accomplish the Father’s will to save us through 
him.  The last time we were in Luke together we saw what happened next – the 
resurrection.  And we saw that the resurrection’s effect was to validate the work of the 
cross.  We saw the women’s encounter with the empty tomb and the angels.  We saw the 
two from Emmaus and their encounter with the risen Lord.  And we saw that when those 
two came running back to the disciples they found out that Peter had seen Jesus alive too.  
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The initial gloom and despair surrounding the crucifixion was beginning to be erased by 
the realization that it was ironically the greatest event ever to happen in human history. 
 Now we pick right up there at that Sunday evening church service while everyone 
is discussing the accounts of the resurrection and its ramifications.  “While they were still 
talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you’” (v. 36).  The sense is that he comes out of nowhere.  John, most likely referring to 
the same event, says in his Gospel that the doors were locked, a detail that indicates that 
Jesus mysteriously showed up.  Previously with the two from Emmaus we’re told that 
Jesus mysteriously disappears.  The picture that we get from the NT is that Jesus’ 
resurrected body possessed some qualities unknown to the rest of humanity in its current 
state. 
 I don’t want to spend too much time on this but it needs to be pointed out that the 
resurrection wasn’t a mere resuscitation, like what happened with people like Lazarus 
(whom Jesus brought back from the dead) and the widow of Zarephath’s son (whom the 
prophet Elijah resuscitated).  Several people throughout human history have been revived 
after death, but they all eventually died again.  Christ’s resurrection was not like those.  
He was transformed as the first installment of the end-time new creation.  His body came 
back to life (that’s important to grasp; the tomb was empty, this was Jesus’ body as we’ll 
see in just a bit), but in a glorified, perfected form never to die again and not bound by all 
the laws of nature that govern the old creation.  As Darrell Bock remarks, “The 
resurrection body is both the same as and different from the physical body, retaining 
aspects of physicality while existing in a glorified condition.”1 
 One of the reasons why this is important is because it gives us a sneak peak at 
what our eternal state will be like.  Remember: as goes Jesus’ body up from the grave, so 
go the bodies of his followers.  That existence will not be exactly like the world we know 
now, but neither will we be disembodied spirits floating on clouds.  It will be a physical, 
material new creation resembling the old, but taken to the next level.  We will not be 
ghosts.  What follows starting with v. 37 makes that clear. 
 “They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost” (v. 37).  You 
would too if all the sudden your deceased grandmother showed up with you right after 
the funeral.  “[But Jesus] said to them, ‘Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in 
your minds?  Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I myself!  Touch me and see; a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.’  When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and feet” (vv. 38-40).  Jesus wanted his followers to know for sure that it 
was him, in the flesh, back from the dead, standing in front of them.  Luke, because he 
includes this information in his account, leaves know doubt that Jesus was resurrected.  It 
wasn’t some hallucination produced by psychological trauma.  The doctrine of the 
resurrection is not merely some spiritual metaphor for new life or good conquering evil.  
It is a flesh and bones, empirically verifiable fact of history.  Think about it: eyewitnesses 
investigated his nail pierced body! 
 Verse 41 states that they “still did not believe it because of joy and amazement.”  
Earlier this week I was a little perplexed about how this could be.  What did v. 41 mean?  
Then came Tuesday, July 26th – a day I will never forget.  It all happened so quickly, 
without knowing exactly how I got there I remember myself waiting outside the steps that 
lead to the broadcast booth at Wrigley Field.  My brother-in-law came out of the booth 
grinning from ear to ear saying he met Ron Santo in the flesh.  He showed me his signed 
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souvenir batting helmet and my heart skipped a beat.  Then I went in.  I sat so close to the 
Cub’s legend that I could see his toupee and prosthetic legs under the desk.  Was this 
really happening or was it a dream?  I couldn’t believe it because of joy and amazement.  
And then… there was a break and Ron stood up and I shook his big muscular hand.  It 
was true!  I was meeting Ron Santo, the greatest 3rd baseman to wear the blue pinstripes. 
 I’ve thought a lot about that encounter this week and I think the emotional 
intensity of seeing Ron Santo (and Pat Hughes) with my own eyes is nothing compared to 
the joy and amazement that would accompany seeing Jesus Christ in his glorified body – 
a meeting that lies ahead for me someday!  Now I understand a little better v. 41.  If any 
of you have met a celebrity maybe you can understand too.  It’s an amazing experience. 
 Jesus wants to leave no doubt that what they are seeing is real so “he asked them, 
‘Do you have anything here to eat?’  They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it 
and ate it in their presence” (vv. 41b-43).  Can you imagine this?  Luke is adamant in his 
relation of these events that his readers understand that this is not just some figment of 
someone’s imagination.  The resurrection is as real as Napoleon at Waterloo, Abraham 
Lincoln at Gettysburg, and Neil Armstrong walking on the moon.  It happened and that 
fact is the greatest anchor I keep coming back to when I have doubts in my faith.  When I 
sometimes step back and wonder, “Wait a minute is this whole Christianity thing for 
real?  Is it worth giving my whole life to?  Is it silliness?”  I remind myself of the 
inescapable evidence that Jesus rose from the dead and if that happened then I can have 
full confidence that the cross achieved what the Bible says it achieved and that is good 
news that makes sense out of the past, gives meaning to the present, and provides hope 
for the future. 
 I want to stress this point that Luke is making here because it is so critical that we 
get it.  I believe that unknowingly much of American evangelicalism has slipped into a 
form of the ancient heresy of Gnosticism.  Gnosticism was this philosophy that 
essentially down played the material realm and stressed some esoteric spiritual reality.  
Salvation was through knowledge – knowing some timeless, mystical truth (gnosis) 
devoid of any connection to the physical realm.  It operated on a plane above this earth. 
 How do I see this in the church today?  Let me quote you the chorus from a 
famous 20th century hymn that I grew up singing – “He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives 
today!  He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.  He lives, He lives, 
salvation to impart!  You ask me how I know He lives?  He lives with-in my heart.”2  
Bologna!  You ask me how I know he lives?  There’s an empty tomb in Jerusalem and 
there is the eyewitness testimony of hundreds of men and women from the 1st century 
who saw him alive, touched him, ate with him. 
 The Christian faith is not some philosophy or form of spirituality or set of positive 
thoughts.  It’s not about asking Jesus into your heart or operating by a specific ethical 
standard.  It’s about trusting that when a man named Jesus died on the cross on a 
Palestinian hillside nearly 2,000 years ago he was exhausting in himself the infinite wrath 
of God that was required by your own sins so that we could enjoy a right relationship 
with God forever.  We know this is legit because this real man who died a real death 
came back to life in his real body. 
 It’s all very real.  Christianity is founded upon real events in space and time that 
achieved salvation.  Jesus stepped into history and acted decisively to save sinners by 
way of the cross.  Again, the resurrection validates the importance of the cross; the cross 
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was ratified by the resurrection.  Let’s not be Gnostics.  Let’s recognize that just like we 
are Americans because there was a George Washington and a Revolutionary War not 
because we believe in some notion of liberty, so we are Christians because there was a 
Jesus the Christ and a cross and a resurrection and not because we have some spiritual 
experience.  
 
The Metanarrative of Salvation-History 
 Another part of this Gnostic tendency we have is seen in the ahistorical nature of 
contemporary evangelicalism.  What do I mean by that?  I mean that we many times strip 
away the historical casing in which our faith is organically embedded to get to some 
kernel of essence and then throw away the shell.  We have little regard for the history of 
the church over the past 2,000 years and much more importantly we fail to understand the 
biblical-historical context in which the gospel is firmly rooted.  We reduce the Bible 
down to merely a systematic theology textbook full of answers and propositions that we 
can proof text to prove points.  But in doing all this we distort the biblical gospel and 
craft something that fits the climate of the day. 

As we’ve seen, the cross and the resurrection were historical events and they 
stand as the pinnacle of God’s salvific actions throughout history as told to us in the 
Scriptures.  The Christian faith provides an over-arching metanarrative – a unified story 
that gives meaning to human existence.  The gospel does not stand outside of time, but 
right in the middle of it.  This is one of the most exciting things about the faith to me.  To 
see how Jesus is firmly and fantastically fixed in the flow of salvation history. 

Listen to what the risen Jesus says to his disciples: “This is what I told you while I 
was still with you [in my pre-resurrection body]: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” (v. 44).  Jesus, as he 
did earlier in his ministry, indicates that the OT pointed to him.  Leon Morris, 
commenting on this text says, “The solemn division of Scripture into the law of Moses 
and the prophets and the psalms (the three divisions of the Hebrew Bible) indicates that 
there is no part of Scripture that does not bear its witness to Jesus.”3  All of the OT from 
Gen. 1 to Malachi 4 (or more accurately 2 Chronicles 36 to follow the Hebrew order) 
representing all of human history set the stage for Jesus. 

Jesus makes his appeal one more time that the recent events surrounding him 
were called for in Scripture and we read that this time “he opened their minds so they 
could understand the Scriptures” (v. 45).  He gave them the Spirit to allow them to 
comprehend what he was telling them about how he fit into the OT schema.  “He told 
them, ‘This is what is written: [First and foremost] the Christ will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day” (v. 46).  That is the grand telos of the OT.  That’s amazing. 

The cross was certainly not a tragedy.  And it was not some ‘plan B’ that God 
settled on at some point along the way.  The cross and its authentication – the 
resurrection – were planned from the very beginning.  And all of history, right from the 
very beginning, was intentionally leading up to it.  This is what Luke tries to show us all 
throughout his Gospel.  This is what Jesus tells the two from Emmaus as he walked with 
them.  This is a crucial point.  If you weren’t here last Christmas when we took 3 weeks 
to see how Jesus was predicted and prefigured, foretold and foreshadowed in the OT then 
I encourage you to go to the website and read those sermons.  If you were here I want to 
remind you to view your Bible as a single, unified whole.  Familiarize yourself with the 
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stories and teachings of the OT, follow the OT references in the margins of your Bibles 
back into the OT to see how the NT writers were playing off of the OT, read a book on 
biblical theology that traces out themes through the whole Bible.  This is fascinating 
stuff. 

Our appreciation of what God did for us in Jesus in space and time only grows 
when we see it in the context of the metanarrative of the Bible.  When we understand that 
our faith is part of a larger story of redemption we begin to see it in its full form.  We 
don’t just believe some disconnected spiritual truths, we believe in the spiritual 
significance of certain historical events that were the culmination of many different 
historical events over the span of many different years. 
 
The Mission of the Church 
 We’ve now come to the close of Luke.  We’ve looked at Jesus’ earthly life, his 
ministry, his teachings.  We’ve followed him all the way to the climax of the cross.  
We’ve seen how he rose from the dead thereby displaying that the cross was not just any 
ordinary death.  We’ve seen how this was a real event and how it was the culmination of 
history.  If these realities have not gripped you yet, I don’t know what will.  Now the 
question is – what’s next?  Before Luke wraps up this story he gives us the simple answer 
as to what’s next/what follows the decisive moment of the cross.  The OT was salvation 
promised.  The cross was salvation procured.  The resurrection was salvation proved.  
The era from then on (including today) is the era of salvation proclaimed. 
 The sentence started in v. 46 continues into v. 47.  The OT also anticipated that 
after forgiveness would be achieved through Christ’s sufferings “repentance and 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem” 
(v. 47).  Now that the great act of salvation-history has happened those who have seen it 
are to tell everyone, not just Palestinian Jews or Diaspora Jews, about this good news.  
That is the primary aspect of this era we’re in today – the spread of the good news that 
Jesus has died for the sins of all who have and will put their faith in him. 
 This text states that this also was part of the plan revealed in the OT.  The OT is 
clear that the Lord is Lord over all the nations, not just Israel.  He handpicked Israel to be 
the primary locus of his redemptive work in the OT, but from the very beginning – the 
call of Abraham – God’s intentions are clear.  God says to Abraham in Gen. 12, “All 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (v. 3).  There are hints of God’s universal 
scope all throughout the history of Israel – Ruth the Moabite, Naaman the Aramean, 
etc…, but it becomes clearer in the prophets where the Lord says through Isaiah that he 
will make Israel “a light for the Gentiles, that [they] may bring [his] salvation to the ends 
of the earth” (42:6, 49:6).  God’s intention from the very beginning was to make a 
kaleidoscopic world that would turn away from him and then ultimately redeem some 
from every nation through Christ to enjoy him forever. 
 These initial eye witnesses were to begin that task of proclaiming Christ’s 
finished work on the cross.  They were to tell of what Christ had accomplished before 
their very eyes.  But while we are dependent upon their testimony handed down to us, 
Christ’s words in v. 48 extend to us today who believe that we were included in the 
transaction that took place on the cross.  Jesus says to us, “You are witnesses of these 
things.”  So impacted by the reality of salvation, we are to spread the news among every 
part of the world that Jesus has “died for… sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 
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buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve [in the flesh].  After that, he appeared to more 
than five hundred of the brothers at the same time…  Then he appeared to James, then to 
all the [first] apostles (which means sent out ones)” (1 Cor. 15:3-7). 

That is our joyful task.  That is the ‘what’s next’ to the story of Jesus.  Jesus tells 
them, “I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on high” (v. 49).  We’re all set up for the sequel Luke 
is going to write that tells of how these very men and women were his “witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8) and how 
they received the promised Holy Spirit to enable them to accomplish the task.  In Acts we 
see the church boldly proclaiming the resurrection endorsed reality of the cross to non-
Jews.  Are you looking forward to the sequel? 

The application for the book of Luke is clear.  If you’re here today and you 
haven’t heard about what happened in Jerusalem in the AD 30s you need to hear that 
Jesus Christ died for your sins if you will simply believe it.  There is an over-arching 
purpose to history and it all points to the death of Jesus on the cross.  Repent of your 
worthless attempts to find joy in wickedness, to forge your own meaning out of life, to 
trust in your own abilities and revel in the total forgiveness that Christ can provide.  It’s 
as real as the sun coming up this morning and if you don’t believe, the hell Jesus 
experienced on the cross will be yours for ever and ever and ever and that’s just as real as 
the sun setting tonight. 

Now if you’re here today and you do believe this stuff – you hear again the story 
of how Christ came at the fulfillment of the ages and provided salvation and you say, 
“Yes!!!!!!!”  Then your job is to be a part of spreading that good news around the world.  
A big part of that involves proclaiming it to the over 6 million people in the city of 
Chicago from all different ethnic backgrounds who don’t trust Christ right now, 
specifically the 44,041 residents who live in Pilsen (88.9% Hispanic), the 46,419 people 
who live in the Near West side (52.9% black, 10.5% Asian, includes the ethnic enclaves 
of Little Italy and Greektown and the mostly European descent yuppies of University 
Village and the like),4 and the 26,210 students at UIC ( 45.6% Caucasian, 19.5% Asian, 
13.6% Hispanic, 9.3% African American, .2% Native American, 7.6% international 
students, 4.2% other).5  This is the neighborhood that God has place our church in.  Now 
look again at our task given in vv. 47 and 48.  I think the point is clear. 

Another part of this task is participating in the spread of the gospel in places 
where there are fewer if any people doing it, like places in the Muslim world or parts of 
Asia and Africa and South America and Eastern Europe.  We participate in this by 
praying for God’s work there and God’s workers, by going there ourselves, or by sending 
people out from our congregation for overseas work like we’ll be doing next Sunday.  
Next Sunday we will be focusing on this aspect of witnessing, the frontlines of the gospel 
proclamation.  One big way that you can do what Jesus is talking about here at the end of 
Luke (but not the only way; don’t let this be a cop out for not telling people yourself) is 
by giving sacrificially to support those strategic workers who have gone out for the sake 
of the Name, receiving no help from the pagans.  So be praying about this – next Sunday 
as part of the Missions focus we will be taking a special offering to support God’s work 
overseas.  This is above and beyond your regular tithe to this local church (of which 15% 
already goes to overseas missions). 
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The point is clear: God has acted decisively in Jesus, we know about, and we are 
supposed to tell others about this reality.  I should be more excited about this news than 
the fact that I met Ron Santo, which I told everyone about this week.  You should be 
more excited about this task than telling people about the new computer you bought, the 
sale you found, the flan you had at Kristoffer’s Café on Halsted, the first words your 
child said, the movie you saw last week, etc… because it is truly amazing news.  No one 
else has come back from the dead like Jesus did and no one else has died a 
substitutionary atoning death like Jesus died. 

There are two more things that I notice in this text that are worth pointing out.  
First of all, Luke indicates that part of the proclamation of the gospel has to include a call 
for repentance.  Did you notice that?  V. 47 – “…and repentance and forgiveness of sins 
will be preached in his name.”  In all of our evangelism we can’t leave out the necessary 
step of repentance.  There’s nothing people can do to earn salvation; everything has been 
accomplished by Christ on the cross.  But truly believing that’s the case has to involve a 
turning away from sin as your primary provider of pleasure.  You can’t genuinely believe 
the gospel if there isn’t any change in your life.  Most likely it will be gradual and 
progressive, but it has to be there. 

So I’m again reminded of the fact that when God saves, people change.  As we 
spread this news of Christ’s work let us not leave out the fact that this means people’s 
lifestyles must be radically reoriented.  There will always be struggles and set-backs but 
may part of our calling people to faith in Jesus be calling people to repentance. 

Now such biblically faithful evangelism, let’s face it, will not on its own be 
received well.  It won’t.  First of all, people are addicted to sin.  It’s an addiction that 
controls everyone.  To be told that they must kick the habit cold turkey won’t go over 
very well.  But even more than that, “the god of this age [that is Satan] has blinded the 
minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ” (2 Cor. 4:4).  People in their natural state are darkened, unmoved by and unable 
to grasp the significance of the gospel – the real events in space and time that brought 
salvation.  If you tell someone that Jesus died on the cross to pay for sins and rose from 
the dead to prove it and that this was the fulfillment of a larger story that had been set in 
place from the beginning of time they will say, “So what.  What’s the big deal?” 

This is where the Holy Spirit comes in.  Look at v. 49 again.  What is referred to 
here?  What is meant by being “clothed with power from on high?”  Historically, it’s 
referring to Pentecost – that day in Jerusalem shortly thereafter when the Holy Spirit 
came down on the disciples with great power.  And what happened?  People believed the 
gospel!  Now the church has the Holy Spirit’s power working in and through us.  Now 
the task of witnessing to the gospel is not impossible. 

As we saw in v. 45, only God can open people’s minds so that they can 
understand the Scriptures and see them pointing to and interpreting the death of Jesus.  
Only God can heal our spiritual blindness and open our eyes to behold his glory in the 
face of Jesus Christ.  And Jesus is God.  And the Holy Spirit is God.  And we have the 
power of the Holy Spirit enabling our witness to be effective.  We can tell of the wonders 
of the gospel over and over again until we’re blue in the face and nothing will happen 
unless the Holy Spirit shows up in power and opens people’s eyes… and he does!!!  I’ve 
seen it!  It’s unbelievable! 
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Logic alone will not persuade someone.  You can list all the proofs for the 
resurrection there are (and there are some good ones); you can re-tell the grand 
metanarrative of salvation-history over and over again and how Jesus fits in perfectly 
(and it is the greatest story ever told); but God has to open eyes and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit that is at work in the church he will. 
 
Conclusion 

May you be gripped by the awesome realization that Jesus rose from the dead and 
therefore you can be completely confident that his death involved a cosmic transaction 
where he exhausted the eternal wrath of Almighty God toward the infinite sin of his elect 
in himself.  May you be overwhelmed at the intricacies of God’s plan – how he 
sovereignly wove together salvation history over thousands of years to reach its perfect 
fulfillment in Christ.  And as a result may you be determined in your efforts to tell the 
whole world that there is a way to be reconciled to its Maker, there is an answer to every 
problem that plagues our human existence – the cross of Christ.  May that appeal be 
coupled with an appeal for repentance and being utterly gripped and overwhelmed by 
these realities in dependence on the Spirit’s power may we see people come to faith in 
Jesus and their lives be changed! 
 
Benediction 
May God give us more of the Holy Spirit’s power to see more clearly the glory of the 
cross and may he cloth us with the Holy Spirit’s power to make our witness effective. 
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