
This sermon is printed and distributed as part of the ongoing ministry of Immanuel Baptist Church 
© 2005 Nathaniel R. Carter 

From The Pulpit Of 
 

 
 

In the Dark Times 
  
No. 37 Luke 22:35-53 June 12, 2005 
Series: Gospel of Luke  Nathan Carter 
 
Introduction 
 The sun rises.  The birds chirp.  The blue sky, green grass, vibrant colors all 
assault our senses with pleasant feelings of joy, of peace, of contentment.  You’ve all 
experienced it at some time or another.  And as the English poet Christina Rossetti writes: 
“Flowers preach to us if we will hear.”1  There is a prevalent remnant of goodness that 
permeates this existence in this realm.  Every thinking person has to answer the question: 
“Where did it come from, what does it mean?”  But there is no doubt that lurking in the 
shadows and after the sun goes down there is a thick, haunting darkness – an evil that has 
invaded the goodness and tainted our existence and corrupted this world. 

There is evil.  We all know it’s there.  It even shows up in our folk culture and our 
literature.  From the amulets and animism of the ancient world and primitive civilizations 
to the macabre minds of the likes of Edgar Allen Poe all the way to the ubiquitous horror 
flics of today and the Goth subculture there is an inadvertent recognition that a dark force 
exists in the world and that it’s to be feared.  Science and progress hasn’t eradicated it 
from the human consciousness or experience.  It’s alive and well today and it’s more than 
just the spooky.  The darkness is sensed in everyday realities like depression, death, and 
disaster. 

The point is – there is evil in this world; there are dark clouds that swell up over 
us.  It takes many different forms, but it’s all evil… and it’s here.  How do you make 
sense of it?  Is it senseless?  Is life just some big meaningless labyrinth that we grope 
through without any destination?  Is the pain and disappointment just some mean trick of 
Evolution?  Some people believe so and therefore either sulk in misery and bitterness or 
grab after every bit of the remnant goodness only to have it continually slip through their 
hands like sand in the Sahara. 

And some simply succumb to it.  If you can’t beat it, why not join it?  It’s not 
senseless, it’s to be embraced.  Is that the answer?  Is the darkness our friend?  Or is it an 
enemy, an intruder?  Whatever your reaction, there’s no denying that this world can be 
dark.  Almost 2 people die in the world every second.  Over 18 million Americans 
struggle with severe depression.  There will be about 38 people raped in the city of 
Chicago this week.  Roughly 800,000 humans are sold each year and transported across 
international borders in the human trafficking business (almost half of them being 
minors).  Somewhere in this city right now in a dark hospital room there’s a man with a 
wife and kids who was perfectly healthy a couple years ago who’s suffocating on his own 
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saliva as he dies of ALS – “Lou Gehrig’s Disease.”  The darkness is real indeed.  How 
are you going to handle it? 

The passage we’re looking at today chronicles the events of the darkest night in 
human history – the night that preceded the darkest day.  These events are not connected 
to any terrorist attack or Nazi massacre or military exploit of Genghis Khan.  No, I’m 
talking about the night when all the evil powers of the universe aligned with the hearts of 
wicked men to arrest the innocent Son of God, thus setting in motion the final phase of 
the plot to murder Jesus Christ.  What transpired that night gives us a unique perspective 
on the dark nights we all face in this fallen world – the only perspective that makes sense 
out of evil and gives hope in the midst of it.  The main point of the passage and the main 
point I want to communicate to you today is just this: life is full of dark times, but by 
Jesus’ example and because of Jesus’ sacrifice they can be withstood and redeemed. 
 
Let’s pray… 
 
Prepare for Dark Times Ahead (vv. 35-38) 
 In case you’re just joining us, we’ve been preaching through the Gospel of Luke 
for the last couple of years here at IBC.  What we do is we just take the next chunk each 
Sunday and look intensely at that.  For the last two weeks we’ve been in the Upper Room 
at the Last Supper where Jesus and his disciples are celebrating a Passover meal together 
– an annual Jewish religious festival.  We tried to understand a little better what this thing 
is called the Eucharist or the Lord’s Table or communion.  Then last week we looked at 
the power struggle that arose between the disciples and Jesus’ unique perspective on 
greatness.  We also noted the work of Satan in Judas’ life and his attempt to chew up and 
spit out Peter, which Jesus recognizes and comments on in vv. 31-34.  Now we’re going 
to finish up at the Last Supper and follow Jesus out into the night, into the Garden of 
Gethsemane, as we get ever closer to the climax of this book (which just so happens to be 
the climax of human history) – the Cross. 
 As they’re cleaning up from dinner and preparing to leave, Jesus takes a stroll 
down memory lane.  “Then Jesus asked them, ‘When I sent you without purse, bag or 
sandals, did you lack anything?’” (v. 35a).  He’s asking his disciples to recall a highlight 
from their ministry together with Jesus.  It was a time related to us back in Luke chapter 9 
when Jesus sent out the Twelve to extend his ministry to the broken and diseased.  It was 
when everything was new and exciting and promising.  The disciples went out and did 
amazing things.  All their needs were met.  There was abundant provision.  The sun was 
shining brightly.  Times were good.  The disciples remember with fondness and they 
admit that they lacked nothing (v. 35b).  I’m sure we can all point to times like this in our 
lives. 
 But Jesus changes the tune as he changes the orientation from good times past to 
tough times ahead.  “He said to them, ‘But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a 
bag; and if you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one’” (v. 36).  Jesus isn’t 
being literal here, as we’re going to see by his reaction to the use of a sword later.  It’s a 
symbolic way of saying, “Those good times have past for the time being.  Now you need 
to be prepared and ready for hard times.”  It’s like someone today saying, “It’s a battle 
out there; be prepared,” and he doesn’t mean go buy a machine gun.  Jesus is bracing his 
followers for an encounter with dark realities. 
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 Why is he giving this warning and call to be alert and ready?  What is he talking 
about?  Well, he says in v. 37 – “[For] it is written: ‘And he was numbered with the 
transgressors’ and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me.  Yes, what is written about 
me is reaching its fulfillment.’”  Jesus is quoting an OT messianic prediction found in Is. 
53:12 to communicate to his disciples what’s about to take place.  Jesus is going to be 
treated as one of the criminals, an insurrectionist, a transgressor.  Plainly speaking, Jesus 
is saying he’s going to be arrested by the authorities.  But even more than that, he’s 
identifying himself with the OT prediction of the Suffering Servant.  On one level he is 
going to be treated and tried and executed as a criminal, but on a deeper level he is also 
stating that he will be reckoned a criminal/sinner and bear the punishment for crime/sin – 
he who was perfectly sinless.  More on that in a little bit.  But for now essentially what 
he’s saying is, “We’ve seen good times together, guys, but get ready for the impending 
darkness because I’m going to be arrested and (as I’ve been saying repeatedly) be killed.” 
 The disciple’s response is somewhat of an interpretive conundrum.  At first I 
understood them saying they had mustered together two swords and Jesus tells them 
that’s sufficient.  But based on the fact that they’ve repeatedly shown dullness and lack of 
understanding here’s how I think we should take it – “The disciples said, ‘See, Lord, here 
are two swords.  [Alright, let’s go fight and start a revolution.]’  ‘That is enough!’ [Jesus] 
replied” (v. 38).  In other words, “Enough of this kind of talk!”2  “That’s not what I 
meant.  C’mon, let’s go.”  They don’t get it.  They take him literally and still don’t quite 
operate on the upside-down kingdom program that Jesus has.  So Jesus drops it, dismisses 
the topic, and the last meal ends on a note of misunderstanding.  Even Jesus’ closest 
friends don’t understand him and what he’s going through. 
 Luke wants us to understand, though.  He wants us to understand that though 
there have been good times in the past, it is almost guaranteed that there are dark times 
that await.  Jesus and the Bible don’t sugar coat life.  In fact, they plainly state, “Get 
ready for encounters with darkness.”  There are good times in life – times when 
everything seems to be falling into place for you; times when relationships are fresh and 
fulfilling, when blessings just fall in your lap, when you hit all the green lights, when you 
go out without purse, bag or sandals and everything turns out well.  But don’t expect it to 
always be like that.  Expect periods of darkness. 
 Some of you here today may know all too well that this world can be harsh and 
cold.  You’ve experienced it or you’re experiencing it now.  My prayer has been all this 
week that you would find some comfort and hope and healing through this text of 
Scripture.  But my guess is that most of you are cruising along without any major bumps 
along the road and you aren’t prepared for when you’ll meet one.  This text is meant to 
prepare you for the dark night(s) of the soul that is/are just around the corner. 

My job is to prepare you for them so that when they come you know how to 
handle them.  I don’t remember where I heard it so I can’t quote it precisely, but John 
Piper a pastor in Minneapolis once said something to the effect that preachers should talk 
and teach about suffering from the Bible so much so that when tragedy strikes in the 
church and the fresh blood is dripping off the kitchen cabinets, all you have to do is weep 
with your people.  In the thickest darkness is not really the time for me to give 
prescriptions or quote Rom. 8:28.  That teaching should be done preferably beforehand so 
that you know how to react when you’re in the middle of it.  That’s what this sermon is 
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all about.  First off, Jesus says brace yourselves for periods of tragedy and agony and 
difficulties and opposition and grief when the darkness is so thick you can’t see out. 
 
Lessons from the Agony of Gethsemane  (vv. 39-46) 
 As Jesus leads them quietly, soberly through the night I suspect that by this point 
the heaviness of the occasion is starting to settle in on the disciples.  We read, “Jesus 
went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him” (v. 39).  
Remember, Jesus is staying on the outskirts of the city in a little town on the Mount of 
Olives, directly east of the temple and the city.  Luke indicates that he has an evening 
ritual – before retiring to his lodging, that week he’s been stopping by a place along the 
way for prayer with his disciples.  It’s an olive grove that the other Gospels call the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  Judas knows where this is and he knows Jesus’ schedule. 
 On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into 
temptation” (v. 40).  The real beginning of the dark episode hasn’t begun yet for the 
disciples.  But Jesus commands them to pray that when it comes they will not give way to 
the temptations and the pressure.  He tells them to be earnest and incessant in prayer, 
expressing their dependence on God to sustain them and strengthen them.  They must 
throw themselves at God’s mercy and be continually reliant on his grace.  How’s your 
prayer life?  Have you been praying, “Lead us not into temptation” (cf. 11:4)?  Are you 
strong in prayer now, in the good times?  Even though nothing has gone drastically 
wrong are you praying, pleading with God that he seal your heart and protect you from 
the temptations you face and prepare you for the ones to come?  If you wait until the need 
is dire to pray and recognize your complete dependence on your good God for 
everything, chances are you will not know how or be able to turn to him in prayer then.  
Let us pray, pray, pray in order to not give in to temptation. 
 But while the darkness is still future for the disciples, it has already started to 
descend upon Jesus.  “He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down (the 
normal posture was standing with arms raised; this connotes an extreme posture of 
humility and the great weight upon his shoulders) and prayed, ‘Father, if you are willing, 
take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done’” (vv. 41-42).  Jesus, in the 
midst of his darkest night, is pouring out his soul in brutal honesty before God, his 
Father.  Verse 44 further describes what kind of prayer time this was, “And being in 
anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the 
ground.”  I had some pretty big drops of sweat roll off my face this last week in the 90º 
heat, but that was nothing like the psychosomatic effects produced by Jesus’ deep sense 
of agony.  The intense darkness gripped his soul and threw his body in a state of shock.  
He knew what lay ahead of him that night and the cup of death he would drink the next 
day. 
 Now before you read this and think that Jesus was trying to back out or that he 
had second thoughts or cold feet at the prospect of death, think again.  It’s true: others in 
history have faced death nobly and with peace.  The depiction of Socrates before drinking 
his cup of Hemlock is one of indifference.  There’s a remarkable story told of one of 
Napoleon’s marshals, Joachim Murat, who when faced with death by firing squad 
requested and was granted to command the soldiers in forming the line, taking aim, and 
firing.3  There are a great many stories of men and women facing death resolutely and 
bravely.  And Jesus rises to the top of that list if you look at his actions before and after 
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this incident.  But what is happening here?  Is Jesus really scared?  Is he a wimp, a 
crying, whining coward? 
 Well, you have to understand that Jesus’ death was not like any other death that 
any other person has ever faced.  It wasn’t death per se that generated such an emotional 
response.  It wasn’t even the kind of death, although Roman crucifixion has got to be one 
of the most inhumane forms of capital punishment known to man.  Jesus isn’t exhibiting 
cold feet or fear, he’s anticipating the cosmic nature of the death that would take place on 
the cross.  The pain of the whip, the nails, the thorns, the spear… that’s nothing compared 
to the pain of the Father’s wrath and utter abandonment.  Millions of other people have 
been killed barbarically.  It’s not the gore of Jesus’ crucifixion that makes it unique or 
salvific.  It’s the propitiatory, sacrificial nature of the death that makes it unbelievably, 
unfathomably painful.  No one has ever or ever can face what Jesus faced on Good 
Friday. 
 Remember how Jesus referred to Is. 53 earlier?  Jesus was the only truly innocent 
person to walk this earth, yet he was “numbered among the transgressors, for he bore the 
sin of many.”  He, being pure and perfect and untainted by sin, took upon himself all the 
ugliness, all the darkness of the world, all the sin, all the filthiness of the elect, and all the 
wrath, all the eternal hell that his people righteously deserved.  It was repulsive and 
disgusting to him – like our garbage can that sat in our hot kitchen this week and when I 
went to tie it up and take it out the stench caused me to start gagging and almost throw 
up, only infinitely worse.  And even more, assuming this putridness made him a stench in 
his Father’s nostrils – “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mt. 27:46).  As 
Luther put it – “Mystery of mystery, God deserts God.”  We cannot grasp what it was 
like for Jesus to be sacrificed on the cross to save us from our sins, but suffice it to say it 
was horrible. 
 And so Jesus sees this all very clearly, just a few short hours away, and he is 
gripped with the agonizing reality of what salvation will cost and he throws himself to the 
ground, gushing massive beads of sweat from his body, and crying out to God.  Again, 
it’s not that Jesus doesn’t want to go through with it (he does) or that his will differs from 
the Father’s (it doesn’t) or that he thinks there can be another way (there can’t) or that 
God can change his mind (he can’t), it’s an honest recognition of the severity of what 
awaits him tomorrow.  And notice: it’s couched entirely in a resolve to submit to God’s 
will.  Do you see that?  “Father, if you are willing…; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 
 Jesus is open and honest with God.  Purchasing salvation wasn’t a cake walk for 
him.  It was agonizing even thinking about it.  And he let God know.  And he asked God 
for help.  And he consented to God’s will.  Jesus, fully aware of what it involved, freely 
consented to drink the cup and submit to God’s will.  He didn’t bulk at suffering.  He 
didn’t shake his fist at God.  He didn’t sulk or grow bitter.  He trusted God’s good plan 
and obeyed. 

The intensity of anguish that Jesus experienced we will never know, and the 
feeling of being completely innocent and undeserving and yet undergoing such darkness 
we will also never experience because we can never claim to be totally innocent.  Being 
innocent and spotless, Jesus of all people had a right to object to suffering, but he didn’t.  
Jesus was the only innocent one.  When we see suffering what’s the most common 
response heard today?  “He was a good man,” right?  But that mindset is off base.  
Asking the question, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” is faulty because 
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technically speaking there are no good people.  If Jesus of all people experienced 
darkness, why should we think that we should be exempt from it?  That’s something to 
think about. 

So when we face those dark times, whatever form they take, we should not be 
surprised or angered.  When the darkness rolls over you, go to God in complete 
dependence.  It’s okay to feel the appropriate emotional responses of anguish or grief.  Be 
open and honest with him about your feelings.  Cry for help.  And yet be resigned to the 
will of God, even when it includes pain and hours of darkness.  Be real with God, but 
accept it from his hand.  That’s what Jesus does.  There’s a profound mystery here, but 
there’s no escaping the fact that the darkness swirling around the cross was not beyond 
the scope of God’s perfect will.  Jesus was handed over by God’s set purpose and 
foreknowledge AND wicked men put him to death by nailing him to the cross (cf. Acts 
2:23).  Never doubt God’s goodness and his control in the midst of darkness.  Be real 
with God, like Job, but don’t curse him.  Ultimately, be resigned to his will. 

And notice v. 43 – “An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened 
him.”  In the midst of his anguish, at the moment when he was weak and troubled God 
sent a ministering spirit to comfort him and care for him.  What a sweet picture.  Jesus, 
fully God and yet fully human, weak and wearied and yet firmly trusting his Father, was 
enveloped in the suffocating darkness and was strengthened by an angel.  God is near, 
hearing his prayer, giving him the strength to make it through what he has been called to 
do.  What a picture of divine aid through the dark night of the soul.  God doesn’t take the 
cup from him, he strengthens him to drink it. 
 There are repeated accounts of saints who, following in Jesus’ footsteps by 
sharing in his sufferings also followed his example by reacting with prayer and 
resignation to his will and in turn experienced the same sweet comfort sent from God to 
make it through their darkest nights.  If you trust in him and his good plan, he will 
provide the mystical strength you need to endure.  Even if everyone else abandons you, 
he will never leave you nor forsake you. 

“When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, 
exhausted from sorrow.  ‘Why are you sleeping?’ he asked them.  ‘Get up and pray so 
that you will not fall into temptation’” (vv. 45-46).  Have you ever felt totally alone?  
Like no human knew the troubles you were facing?  Like God was your only companion 
and only hope?  Jesus knew the depths of loneliness, betrayed by one of his closest 
friends and misunderstood by the others.  The disciples detect that their master is 
saddened by their dullness and anguished by something deep within.  But the heaviness 
of the night has made their eyelids heavy too.  And from exhaustion and from sorrow 
they check out and sleep.  Coming back to them, Jesus is confronted again by their lack 
of understanding of what he is going through at the moment and he repeats the need for 
them to be in prayer that temptation will not overwhelm them.  That warning is repeated 
to us today – “Be in prayer so that when darkness comes you will not fall into 
temptation.” 
 
The Betrayal (vv. 47-53) 

And what is the primary temptation in mind in this context?  What was it that 
prayer was supposed to prevent in the disciples?  It was to prevent them from 
succumbing to the darkness or reacting to it in a worldly way.  Jesus told them to pray, 
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but instead they fell asleep and when the darkness confronted them and their world came 
crashing down they weren’t prepared.  Look at v. 47.  Here come the agents of evil, led 
by Satan’s pawn – Judas.  Put yourself in the disciples’ shoes here: “While [Jesus] was 
still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, 
was leading them.  He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, ‘Judas, are you 
betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?’”  Luke doesn’t tell us specifically like the other 
Gospel writers do, but the kiss was the prearranged signal that Judas had with the temple 
guard.  I like the words of a Michael Card song that ask: “Why did it have to be a friend 
who chose to betray the Lord?  Why did he use a kiss to show them that’s not what a kiss 
is for?”4  As Judas goes in for the kiss, the guards start to go in for the capture. 

“When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, ‘Lord, should 
we strike with our swords?’” (v. 49).  They’re still badly mistaken about what’s going on.  
Remarkably, they still have ideas of the kingdom of God as an armed revolution.  One of 
the disciples doesn’t even wait for a reply.  He took one of the two swords that was 
among them and “struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear” (v. 50).  
John tells us it that the hasty disciple was none other than Peter.  Kent Hughes 
humorously recounts it this way: “With poor aim but great determination Peter whacked 
off the right ear of one of the high priest’s servants.  Lucky for the man that Peter’s sport 
was fishing!”5 

But Jesus is not pleased.  “[He] answered, ‘No more of this!’” (v. 51a).  Again 
Jesus is firmly against his disciple’s attitude and reaction.  When confronted with 
darkness, unprepared by prayer, they respond in a worldly way.  As one commentator 
states, “Peter’s reaction was natural, the all too natural reaction of mere human nature, 
unprepared by prayer.”6  They realize that things are not going according to their plan and 
so they try to take matters into their own hands and immediately resort to violence.  But 
Jesus rebukes his disciples “and he touched the man’s ear and healed him” (v. 51b).  Let 
no one misconstrue Jesus as a revolutionary. 

“Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the 
elders, who had come for him, ‘Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords 
and clubs?  Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on 
me.  But this is your hour – when darkness reigns” (vv. 52-53).  In God’s estimation, the 
sword belongs to the state, not the church.  Jesus points out the irrationality of his arrest – 
he has committed no crime to be treated like a criminal.  It’s somewhat like the irony of 
dogs, night sticks, and firehouses attacking Martin Luther King, Jr. and his band of non-
violent protesters.  It doesn’t fit.  The only explanation is the darkness of men’s hearts.  
Nonetheless, Jesus consents to their schemes.  It was their hour – when darkness reigned. 

How would you have reacted?  Would you have drawn your swords and come out 
swinging?  Or would you have reacted righteously and submitted to God’s will?  What 
about when the unstoppable cloud of darkness moves over your life?  Sure, the 
despicable forces of darkness are to be confronted in this life, but through righteous, God-
ordained means (i.e. Martin Luther King, Jr. vs. the Black Panthers).  But I’m talking 
about those personal times of darkness, when the effects of a sin-soaked, fallen world 
converge on your life – when a child dies, your body or mind fails, a family member is 
gunned down by a random drive by shooting, etc…  Will you resist, kicking and 
screaming, taking up arms in anger and rage?  Will you refuse to relinquish control of 
your life and attempt to resolve matters in your own way, by your own strength?  Or will 
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you be prepared, trusting God, praying from the depths of your soul, submitting to his 
good will that mysteriously includes this hour darkness, receiving his supernatural 
strength to endure, and reacting according to the ways of the kingdom of God which is 
wholly different from the ways of the kingdoms of this world? 
 
Conclusion 
 Life is full of dark times, but by Jesus’ example and because of Jesus’ 
sacrifice they can be withstood and redeemed.  Jesus tells us to be prepared for dark 
nights.  He tells us to, even now, be in prayer that we will not give in to our temptations 
in the midst of darkness and he models for us a man who goes to God in prayer when the 
darkness is all around him.  Ironically, this is the hardest time to pray, but it will be easier 
if you have a long established relationship with God through prayer.  And long, reasoned, 
articulate prayers are not necessary.  Short, simple prayers offered repeatedly are 
appropriate.  And don’t forget that, if you’re a born again believer you have that 
wonderful promise of Rom. 8:26 – “The Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know 
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words 
cannot express.” 
 Jesus shows us a life of prayer and we also see in his life God’s aid through a 
ministering spirit.  If you’re prepared by prayer and proceed with prayer, the darkness 
will never overwhelm you entirely.  God will strengthen you to withstand in inexplicable 
ways. 

Jesus also shows us a man who was sure of God’s good plan, even in the midst of 
darkness.  Actually, he was sure that God’s good plan, mysteriously, included the times 
of darkness.  He prayed what should be our prayer of faith – “Not my will, but yours be 
done.”  Never doubt God’s sovereignty and never doubt his goodness.  Accept whatever 
comes your way as part of his sovereign, good plan.  Don’t react in a worldly way. 
 Here’s where the deep mystery lies: God is masterfully weaving together a 
beautiful tapestry that from our perspective we can’t see entirely.  And that tapestry 
includes even the dark threads.  And so, we have this sure promise of Rom. 8:28 “that in 
all things [including the dark times] God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose.”  We have the wonderful account of Joseph’s 
life in the OT.  Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers.  He spent several years in a 
dark dungeon cell.  Yet he did not grow bitter.  Towards the end of his life he was able to 
admit to his brothers – “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives” (Gen. 50:20).  As Milton 
exclaims, “O goodness infinite, goodness immense!  That all this good of evil shall 
produce.”7 
 God redeems evil and even brings good out of it.  Sometimes the good is hard to 
determine at the moment, but it’s happening.  This is hinted at in this text, if you know 
the rest of the story, but to see this clearly we’re going to have to skip ahead a little bit in 
the narrative of Luke.  We have to realize that the evil of this world has been overcome.  
Its defeat is sure and the hope of a day when it is completely eradicated is unshakable all 
because of Jesus’ darkest hour when he conquered evil on the cross and proved his 
victory by rising from the dead.  He took on himself all our sin.  Because of that we can 
have the confidence of a new body like his and an eternity with him in a new creation.  
The darkest night and the darkest day in history turned out to produce the greatest good 
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imaginable – the saving of many lives.  The greatest evil ever carried out, was squarely 
within God’s perfect will and turned out to achieve the absolute greatest good this 
universe has ever known. 

In John’s account of this last night we have recorded for us Jesus’ words to his 
disciples that also speak to us today – “A time is coming, and has come, when you will be 
scattered, each to his own home.  You will leave me all alone.  Yet I am not alone, for my 
Father is with me.  I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In 
this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world” (Jn. 16:32-
33).  Life is full of dark times, but by Jesus’ example and because of Jesus’ sacrifice 
they can be withstood and redeemed. 
 
Benediction 
May you trust God’s will and pray and may you know the peace of God which transcends 
all understanding. 
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