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Introduction 
 According to the 16

th
 century Reformers when you boil things down to the most 

basic criteria for what makes a church a church, they said it was 2 things: the faithful 

preaching of the Word of God and the right use of the sacraments.  A true, Christian 

church, according to this definition, is a gathering of believers where the Bible is 

accurately preached and where the sacraments (or ordinances as I prefer to call them) are 

appropriately administered. 

 This is helpful in that it helps us differentiate a church from a mere social club 

labeled “Christian” where people center their time together around a common interest or 

activity other than the Bible and the ordinances.  It also helps answer those who say, 

“Why do I have to go to church, can’t I just stay at home and read my Bible or watch 

TV?”  Or, “Can’t I just get together with other Christians and call that my ‘church’?”  

Well, not unless this gathering is anchored in solid, Biblical teaching and you also 

participate in the ordinances.  This definition also clears up the distinction between a 

church and what’s called a para-church organization like InterVarsity Christian 

Fellowship, Campus Crusade for Christ, Promise Keepers,… – in other words groups that 

are “Christian” but fail the church test because they don’t administer the ordinances. 

So one of the two basic marks of a church is that it observes the ordinances and 

Protestants have traditionally included only two things in the category of ordinance – 

baptism and the Lord’s Table (which just so happens to be the matter we’re going to look 

at today).  Aha, but now you begin to see limitations to the helpfulness of this definition, 

don’t you?  Okay, so to be a church means you have to at the very least see the Bible as 

your primary source of instruction and the ordinances as your primary sacred activity, but 

how do we determine what constitutes faithful preaching of God’s Word and what is the 

right use of the sacraments/ordinances?  First of all, are there 7 sacraments (as the Roman 

Catholic Church asserts) or are there just 2 (as most Protestants assert)?  Questions like 

these, my friends, are why when you open the Yellow Pages to “Churches” you find 65 

different sub-headings. 

These are huge and troubling questions that are beyond the scope of what we want 

to cover today.  But even if you just focus on the right use of the Lord’s Table or the 

Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist or communion or whatever you call that thing you do 

every month or every Sunday or once a year when you go forward to receive or you 

remain seated and are served bread or crackers or wafers and wine or grape juice, you 
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find yourself in a quagmire of different interpretations.  What is this ceremonial meal all 

about and what am I to make of it? 

 I was personally raised in a tradition – the Quaker tradition – where we didn’t 

really do the Lord’s Table.  This position was a reaction to the empty ritualism in the 

Church of England in the 17
th

 Century where they felt the Lord’s Supper had become a 

hollow, pious show so they threw out the baby with the baptismal waters and got rid of 

all the outward signs because what really mattered was the inward, spiritual significance.  

Instead of ingesting the elements, we spent 5-15 minutes every Sunday in silent, spiritual 

“communion” with God.  This is one extreme way over here on the fringes of the 

Christian spectrum. 

 My story is kind of a messed up one, because I got into a youth group across town 

when I was in high school that had communion every Sunday and taught that you had to 

be baptized by immersion to be saved – the Disciples of Christ tradition.  I was totally 

confused because I was proudly a “dry-cleaned” Christian; I didn’t know what to do with 

this saltine I nervously held in my sweaty palm and the Welch’s grape juice that rested on 

the floor by my foot. 

And then when I went to college I found out that it’s so much more complex than 

I ever thought.  There are 57 varieties of the Lord’s Table, many of them shrouding this 

event in layers upon layers of mystery and tradition and symbolism.  At some places you 

put your left-hand over your right hand to receive it (or is it right-hand over left-hand?  I 

can never remember) and some places you actually have a priest insert it into your mouth.  

And there are lines to recite.  One of my roommates from college is here today, so I’ll tell 

a story of a time we visited a Presbyterian church to check it out together.  As we filed up 

to the front to receive the elements, thankfully Josh was ahead of me.  The pastor gave 

Josh the bread saying, “This is Christ’s body, broken for you.”  And Josh, picking up on 

an earlier refrain we had heard replied, “And also for you.”  I think the right answer was, 

“Thanks be to God.” 

And of course, all the way on the other end of the spectrum from the Quaker de-

emphasis on the physical is the Roman Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation, that is the 

belief that the priest actually transforms the elements into the very body and blood of 

Christ.  So I’ve been at Catholic churches where they had a separate room to the side with 

the leftover consecrated elements that you could go and spend quiet time adoring before 

the priests ate it up.  Please don’t misunderstand me, I’m not belittling anyone or any 

tradition here.  Some of these liturgies and symbolic rites are very beautiful and 

meaningful and awe-inspiring with a lot of history behind them.  My point right now is 

simply that there are many different understandings of what Jesus had in mind here in 

Luke 22:7-20 when he instituted the Lord’s Table and commanded his disciples to “do 

this in remembrance of me.” 

I don’t assume that I can answer this debate definitively and clear up something 

that the church has disputed for many centuries.  I can give you my position and the 

position of this Baptist church.  And I hope in doing so I can clear a few things up and do 

a little by way of explaining to outsiders what this thing we Christians do is supposed to 

mean and give those of you who are believers a bit more framework to understand the 

significance and the importance and the helpfulness of the Lord’s Table.  I could go about 

this from a philosophical angle (what is the relationship between the material and the 

immaterial) or from an historical-theological angle (how did the different views come to 
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be), but I want to go about this from an exegetical angle (what can we see from the text of 

Scripture to help us understand what God intended the Lord’s Table to be). 

And what I believe the main point of the passage is and what I want to 

communicate to you today is just this: those who have put their faith in Christ as their 

Savior are to regularly gather together to partake of the Lord’s Table as a powerful 

memorial of the day Jesus was sacrificed on the cross to save them from their sins. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Preparing for a Passover Meal (vv. 7-13) 
 Two weeks ago when we were last in Luke and we looked at v. 1 we were told 

that “the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching.”  Then we 

saw how Satan completely filled Judas and Judas made arrangements “to hand Jesus over 

to [the leadership] when no crowd was present” (v. 6b).  Today as we start in v. 7 we 

notice that the Passover had arrived – “Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which 

the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.”  Remember, this was a huge, annual, Jewish 

holiday/festival.  It wasn’t a minor one, like Memorial Day, this was one of the big ones 

like Easter, Thanksgiving, or Christmas. 

 Huge crowds gathered in Jerusalem for this eight-day celebration.  And there was 

a standardized program that each Jew had to go by.  It started with the slaughtering of an 

acceptable lamb (or goat) at the temple between 2:30 and 5:30 PM.  Josephus tells us that 

one year there were 256,500 lambs slaughtered.
1
  The temple was transmogrified into a 

slaughter house of Chicago-like proportions out of which blood flowed like a gushing 

stream.  Luke notes that this was the day “on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed” (v. 7b). 

 “Jesus [being a perfect Jew… in fact the only perfect Jew] sent Peter and John, 

saying, ‘Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover” (v. 8).  Jesus did 

everything he was supposed to; he kept the OT law perfectly.  But this wasn’t just going 

to be any other Passover like the thirty or so he had participated in before. 

The fact that he sent Peter and John ahead to make the preparations alerts us to the 

fact that this was a complex ordeal.  There were of course the prescriptions for sacrificing 

the animal and roasting it, but on top of that the Seder (what the program for the meal 

was called) involved four-courses with prayers and Scriptures to be read and sung 

throughout.  It’s like how Thanksgiving is more than just turkey – it’s stuffing and 

mashed potatoes and cranberry sauce and apple pie and then sometimes you have to go 

around the table and say what you’re thankful for.  It takes Andrea’s mom a couple of 

days to prepare for this meal! 

 “‘Where do you want us to prepare for it?’ [Peter and John] asked” (v. 9).  You 

were supposed to eat this in a group of 10 or more (usually it was a family meal) and 

within the walls of Jerusalem.  There was a custom at the time due to the large influx of 

pilgrims that city dwellers would make available any spare rooms for groups to celebrate 

the Passover.  Jesus, acting as head of his re-defined family, has already made these 

arrangements.  “He replied, ‘As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water [this was 

supposed to be somewhat peculiar because women usually carried jars and men carried 

skins] will meet you.  Follow him to the house that he enters, and say to the owner of the 

house, “The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with 
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my disciples?”  He will show you a large upper room, all furnished.  Make preparations 

there’” (vv. 10-12). 

“Why could Jesus not have told the disciples the address of the house” 

commentator I. Howard Marshall asks?  “Probably,” he answers, “he wished to avoid 

naming the rendezvous in the presence of Judas.”
2
  Jesus is completely in control of 

everything that’s happening.  He has a plan most importantly to die the next day to pay 

for his people’s sins, but also to eat this one last Passover meal with his disciples and turn 

it into something new – he says he has “eagerly desired to eat this Passover with” them 

(v. 14).  And Jesus knows all about what’s going on in Judas’ heart at that moment.  He 

knows all about the years of embezzlement and complicity with the devil, how he’s 

demon possessed right now, and how he’s looking for a time to turn him in (cf. v. 21).  

Jesus doesn’t want it to happen until after he gets to have this special meal with his 

disciples so he speaks in code language. 

If you haven’t seen it by now, make sure you see it today – Jesus is in complete 

control!  We read in v. 13, “They left and found things just as Jesus had told them.  So 

they prepared the Passover.”  It’s all going according to plan.  And it’s not just a plan 

Jesus made up recently or even early in his ministry or life.  It was a plan that he and the 

Father and the Spirit made together before even one atom of matter existed.  Every detail 

of Jesus’ life and death transpired “according to God’s set purpose and foreknowledge” 

(Acts. 2:23).  And so I ask, “Can it be a coincidence that this is all happening at Passover 

time?  Is it any mistake that the night before Jesus will die as a substitutionary sacrifice to 

redeem his people from the bondage to sin and save them from the wrath of God he is 

having a Passover meal with his disciples????” 

I think not!  And so here is our biggest clue in interpreting what Jesus is doing 

when he institutes the Lord’s Supper.  Luke and the other synoptic writers (and John too 

in his own way) want us to be sure to notice that there is a connection between Jesus’ 

death and the first Passover and between the Lord’s Supper and the Passover meal.  

There’s no doubt, is there, that this is a Passover meal (well, actually there is some 

controversy on the exact dating of this meal, but I don’t have time to go into now; for 

those of you who are interested I’m attaching a segment of a paper I wrote that deals with 

this to the sermon manuscript and you can read what I wrote there).  So before we go any 

farther, let’s just quickly go back and look at the OT background to the Passover and the 

Passover meal.  We won’t be able to understand Jesus’ death and what communion is all 

about unless we understand what Jesus was building upon. 

If you have your Bibles (and if you’re a regular here, I hope you do) flip back to 

Exodus 12.  Let me bring you up to speed here – God creates (Gen. 1-2); everything’s 

very good; humans screw it up and disobey God (Gen. 3); people are dying everywhere; a 

few people know God here and there, but the world’s really messed up; relationships are 

dysfunctional; then God decides to pick one guy out of nowhere (his name’s Abram) and 

introduce himself and promise to take him and all his descendants and give them a great 

land to live in (Israel) and God will be among them and eventually all the world will be 

set right through them; Abraham dies; his son Isaac continues the legacy and dies; his son 

Jacob continues the legacy and dies; one of his sons (Joseph) through an interesting twist 

of events ends up bringing his whole family down to Egypt and he dies; after some time 

these people grow and the Egyptians make them their slaves; then God decides to pick 

one guy from them (his name’s Moses) and introduce himself and use him to take the 
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people out of Egypt and into Israel again, but the Pharaoh of Egypt won’t let him even 

after God displays his glory through nine dreadful plagues. 

That brings us to chapter 11 – the grand finale, where God judges the enemies of 

his people and delivers them through the plague of the firstborn.  He’s going to strike 

down every firstborn in the whole country, including the Israelites.  But he gives the 

Israelites a way out.  They have to take a one-year old male lamb or goat without defect 

slaughter it without breaking any of its bones.  Then they have to take some of its blood 

and smear it over the front door of their house and eat all of the meat along with some 

bitter herbs and bread without yeast/leaven.  That night God went through the land and 

killed every firstborn, except the ones in the houses with the blood applied to the door 

frame.  The next day the people of Israel left Egypt for good.  This is the defining 

moment for God’s people throughout all of the OT.  This was it… the day of their 

temporal salvation. 

But that’s not it.  God didn’t just do it and say, “Okay now go live in the Promised 

Land and carry on.”  No, God wanted his people to remember, to remember that he is the 

Lord who brought them up out of Egypt; they shouldn’t forget.  So he commanded that 

they memorialize it with a symbolic meal every year.  V. 14 – “This is a day you are to 

commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord 

– a lasting ordinance.”  V. 17 – “Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because it was 

on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt.  Celebrate this day as a lasting 

ordinance for the generations to come.”  Look at vv. 24-27 – “Obey these instructions as 

a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants.  When you enter the land that the Lord 

will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony.  And when your children ask you, 

‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the 

Lord, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when 

he struck down the Egyptians.’” 

So what was the yearly Passover meal and festival that followed?  A powerful 

memorial of the day the original Passover lambs were sacrificed and their blood smeared 

on the doorposts to save Israel from Egypt!  It was a sacred symbol to remember what 

God had done for them in space and time.  It was a graphic, tangible reminder that they 

enjoyed the benefits they did as a nation solely because of what God did for them at a 

certain point in history. 

 

A Passover Meal Invested with New Meaning (vv. 14-20) 
 Let’s flip back to Luke 22, looking at v. 14.  The detailed preparations have been 

completed and Jesus and the other 10 disciples join Peter and John and we read, “When 

the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.”  Jesus, the good Jew that he 

is, is doing what Ex. 12 commanded.  He’s sitting at a spread table with all the necessary 

Passover food on it.  But this one’s going to be a bit different.  He has plans.  “And he 

said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer” (v. 15).  

There’s that unflinching determination and clear recognition in Jesus again concerning 

what tomorrow would hold.  In other words, “Tomorrow I’m going to suffer as a paschal 

sacrifice, but first I really, really want to have this Passover meal with you to invest it 

with new meaning.” 

 Then he underscores the significance of this meal with the words – “For I tell you, 

I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God” (v. 16).  
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“Something monumental is going to happen tomorrow and I won’t be with all of my 

followers together celebrating a festal meal until the age to come, the consummated 

kingdom of God when we reunite at that great banquet table in the new heavens and earth 

– that end-time event that everything has been pointing to, especially this whole Passover 

thing.  It will be fulfilled in its entirety then.”  Something big happened the next day 

indeed and we “proclaim [it] until he comes” (cf. 1 Cor. 11:26). 

 “After taking the cup, he gave thanks [eucharisteo] and said, ‘Take this and 

divide it among you.  For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the 

kingdom of God comes” (vv. 17-18).  Jesus is following the script here with side notes 

along the way reminding his apostles of the solemnity of this occasion.  According to the 

Seder schedule there were four different cups and the first cup is introduced by the leader 

with the prayer, “Blessed are you who created the fruit of the vine.”  Jesus says this 

prayer of thanksgiving and then tacks on the reminder that this is his last time drinking 

the fruit of the vine until after his second coming.  The use of a common cup is somewhat 

unique and highlights the communal nature of the Last Supper and thus the Lord’s 

Supper – it’s something to be done together with other believers in an intimate fashion. 

 Some time passes between v. 18 and v. 19.  After the third course of the meal 

Jesus begins to depart a bit from the script.  What we have in vv. 19 and 20 are what have 

come to be known as the words of institution.  Jesus is taking this Passover meal as an 

opportunity to introduce a new “lasting ordinance,” a similar meal commemorating a 

similar act of deliverance, but only on an infinitely higher plane.  “And he took bread, 

gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body given for you; do 

this in remembrance of me’” (v. 19).  The disciples ate with a slightly puzzled look on 

their faces. 

 What was he doing?  He was giving them a symbolic interpretation of what would 

happen to him the next day.  His flesh would be ripped apart, torn and cut with a whip, 

pierced with nails, and lanced with a spear.  And it would all be for (hyper) them – for, in 

behalf of, for the sake of.  Jesus’ impending suffering on the cross would be sacrificial 

and substitutionary and atoning and vicarious.  And he was giving the command (yes, it’s 

imperative; there’s no way around it; that’s why I’m not a Quaker anymore) that his 

disciples (yes, it’s plural; you can’t do it at home by yourself) do this (that is, gather to 

break bread and eat it together) to remember his sacrifice (not to re-enact or re-offer or 

re-present or anything like that). 

 And he didn’t stop there.  “In the same way [that is, in the same way he invested 

meaning into the bread], after the supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you’” (v. 20).  The next day was going to 

be a bloody day just like the first Passover with the blood smeared over the doors.  Also, 

if you read about the day the old, Mosaic covenant was officially instituted you’ll see it 

was a bloody mess – “Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, 

‘This is the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all 

these words’” (Ex. 24:8). 

 Now why was that called the ‘Old Covenant’?  Because Jesus came along and in 

fulfillment of the promise in Jeremiah 31 instituted a ‘New Covenant’.  That’s clearly the 

background to what Jesus says here.  In that famous prophecy we read, “‘The time is 

coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and with the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers 
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when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt… I will [ultimately] forgive their 

wickedness and will remember their sins no more’” (vv. 31-32a, 34b).  The new covenant 

gets to the heart of the matter – sin.  That’s what Jesus’ blood accomplishes for (notice 

the substitutionary preposition again) his people – forgiveness of sins. 

 Jesus’ death was the ultimate fulfillment of a lot of things, but there is no question 

that the NT sees Jesus as the Passover lamb par excellance inaugurating the New 

Covenant that was better than the old one set-up at the first exodus.  In fact, Paul very 

plainly says, “Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed” (1 Cor. 5:7).  Peter says 

that we have been redeemed “with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish 

or defect” (1 Pet. 1:19).  John’s Gospel is careful to note that “the soldiers… came and 

broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the 

other.  But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not 

break his legs…  [This] happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: ‘Not one of his 

bones will be broken’” (John 19:32-33, 36), a clear quotation of Ex. 12:46.  Jesus’ blood, 

when applied to our hearts by faith, averts the wrath of God against our sin and enacts our 

freedom from a bondage greater than regular slavery – a slavery to sin. 

 This helps us understand what we’re to make of the Lord’s Table.  Jesus instituted 

it clearly within the framework of the Passover meal.  Therefore, what subsequent 

Passover meals were to the original exodus from Egypt is precisely what celebrations of 

the Lord’s Table are to the pivotal, defining moment in salvation history – the cross of 

Christ.  That is to say, the Lord’s Table is a mandatory memorial that calls our attention 

back to that day in history when Christ’s body was broken and blood was poured out for 

those who had and would put their faith in him.  It’s a powerful symbol that 

commemorates a previous, historical event and it’s that event, not the commemoration 

that saves us. 

 

Application 
 So does that help to clarify what this thing we do called the Lord’s Table is all 

about?  God knows we need tangible, visible reminders that grab our attention and cause 

us to focus on the reality of God’s acts on our behalf in history.  “Tragically,” Kent 

Hughes remarks, “we are in constant danger of forgetting.  The memorial of the bread 

[and wine] is meant to graciously assault our fickle memories.”
3
  We can’t forget!  Aren’t 

you glad for the fact that God uses symbols and imagery and even physical pictures like 

bread and grape juice (fermented or unfermented) to communicate to us? 

 And that’s just what it is.  There’s nothing especially spiritual about these 

elements.  It’s not magic or voodoo.  They don’t have any power in and of themselves.  

Just like the lamb and the unleavened bread and the bitter herbs and the wine in the 

Passover meal were just lamb and unleavened bread and bitter herbs and wine, so the 

bread and the cup here remain simply bread and juice.  Bill Clinton’s not the first person 

to question what the meaning of “is” is.  That question has been the launching pad for 

great debate in the church – “Jesus said very clearly, ‘This is my body.’  What more 

could you want?”  While I admire the desire to take the Bible literally, linguistically Jesus 

was almost surely saying, “This represents my body,” “This is a symbol of my body,” 

just like when he says, “The field is the world,” when he’s interpreting the parable of the 

weeds (Mt. 18:38). 
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 Now when I say “symbol” some people might jump on me and say, “That’s all 

this is?!  The Eucharist is just merely a symbol?!  You’re belittling this sacred 

institution.”  So I want to qualify this position.  I’m not a bare memorialist.  To quote 

what I heard one person say to describe this – “It’s not just a symbol; it’s a SYMBOL!”  

This is powerful.  Jesus mandated it for us and if it wasn’t important, if it was just a 

symbol, then I can see why some people would do away with the physical symbol and 

just focus on the spiritual reality – “I can remember without a ritual.”  But Jesus says, 

“That’s not how I want you to remember.  I want those who have put their faith in me 

as their Savior to regularly gather together to partake of this ceremonial meal as a 

powerful memorial of the day I was sacrificed on the cross to save them from their 

sins.  God has ordained to use this ordinance to speak to us and keep his sacrifice and all 

it means fresh in our minds and he delights to use it powerfully.  It’s not optional.  It’s an 

integral part of the Christian faith. 

 But again – as a memorial.  Since it’s Memorial Day weekend maybe it will help 

you remember this sermon better.  The Lord’s Supper is a powerful memorial more 

stirring than the World War II Memorial that commemorated the freedom bought by 

soldiers’ sacrifice.  Think of it this way – to maintain it’s anything else really belittles 

Jesus’ death on the cross!  Here’s a good trick question – when were you saved?  If 

you’re a Christian you probably are accustomed to answering that question, “I was saved 

on June 17, 1997,” or “I was saved sometime during my sophomore year of college.”  

Not true!!!  If you’re a genuine believer the day of your salvation was a Friday in the first 

century when Jesus Christ died on the cross and took upon himself all your sin and the 

eternity of hell it deserved so that you could be free!  Do you think of it that way? 

 We talk about salvation in such a subjective way all the time (and it is worked out 

subjectively), but in doing so we lose sight of the fact that it is an objective event in time 

and space.  Jesus does not just do something spiritually in your heart, Jesus did something 

salvifically in history.  Biblical theologian Graeme Goldsworthy states, “Essentially, the 

gospel is a declaration of what God has done for us in Jesus Christ, rather than (as is 

often implied) what God does in the believer.”
4
  Christianity is not some form of 

Gnosticism or spirituality or mysticism.  It is firmly rooted in historical acts, the 

preeminent one being the day Jesus was sacrificed on the cross to save his followers from 

their sins.  And we remember that and all that secured for us when we obey his 

commands and do this in remembrance of him. 

 

Conclusion 
 We’re going to actually celebrate this meal together now.  I’m praying that having 

a bit of a clearer picture of the background and meaning of this special meal makes it a 

very meaningful time for you.  We practice what’s called ‘open communion’ which 

means you don’t have to be a member of this church to celebrate together with us.  But, 

as I think is clear from the sermon, you do have to be a follower of Jesus Christ.  This is a 

time for those who have put their faith in Jesus and committed their lives to following 

him to remember what he did for them to purchase their salvation.  He suffered a violent 

death on the cross and bore the penalty for our sins so that we might be spared and 

forgiven and enjoy eternal life with God.  If you don’t believe this yet or if you haven’t 

given your life to him, don’t feel awkward… just let the elements pass you by. 
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 For those of you who are believers: may you be reminded of the awesomeness of 

our salvation, the great cost that was paid for it, the passionate love and perfect justice it 

displays from God, and the sheer, undeserved mercy it is.  May you be reminded that 

there’s nothing you can do to earn it, there’s nothing you can do to cancel it, there’s 

nothing you can add to it, not even taking the bread and the cup makes it any more real.  

It was all accomplished for you on that great day in history when your Lord and Master 

willingly, intentionally walked into a death trap that should have been yours.  May God 

use these crackers and this grape juice to impress upon your minds and hearts the 

significance of the cross. 

 

Benediction 
Thanks be to God for Jesus who “has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do 

away with sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Heb. 9:26).  May you not forget. 
 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday afternoon, May 29, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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