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Introduction 
My grandmother on my dad’s side just turned 87 last Sunday and she’s one of the 

hippest grandmas you’ll ever find.  She went whitewater rafting in her 70s and is still 

very active today!  She gets up at 5:00 every morning and does exercises.  And get this: 

she spends hours everyday emailing her scattered family and friends.  How many of you 

receive regular emails from your grandmas?  Well, recently she sent me an email because 

she wanted to share more with me about her “spiritual journey.”  It was a touching email 

and I really enjoyed getting a glimpse into her personal history and her walk with the 

Lord.  But there was one thing that she shared with me that I thought was especially 

interesting and I wonder how many of you can relate in some way.  She wrote: 

 

“When I was very young, it was scary to me to go to funerals and revival 

meetings… [One time] I looked in a big book that was in our little library 

at home, it had pictures in it about the end times, and Revelation.  I was 

scared ‘pea green’!!!  When mother found out I had been looking at that 

book, she forbid me ever looking at it again, for it made me so 

depressed!!!” 

 

 I could be wrong, but I think there are a lot of Christians who feel this way about 

the end times – what some people call eschatology.  I’ve heard Christians before say 

they’re scared of the book of Revelation – the last book in the Bible that talks a lot about 

the end of the world.  There are still big books with charts and pictures that talk about the 

end and cause little kids to have nightmares, and of course we also have movies and 

videos on the topic nowadays too.  And apart from those with an unhealthy obsession 

with such stuff, most Christians I would say try not to think about it all that much.  It 

seems pretty scary. 

 Now if you’re not a Christian you’re probably thinking, “Oh boy, another wacky 

church caught up on all that end of the world hysteria.  Get me outta here.”  Well, I agree 

with you.  Some of this stuff has gotten out of hand with some Christian groups and some 

of it is pretty laughable.  We’re not like that.  But yes, we do believe there will be an end 

of the world because the Bible teaches that very clearly.  There’s no way around it.  This 

world will not exist forever.  There is a supernatural realm and there is a God in charge of 
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it all, guiding history according to his perfect plan which involves a time when he 

intervenes unmistakably to set things right and thoroughly renew the creation. 

 And the Bible fills us in on some of the details of that event in several places and 

these 34 verses in Luke talk about it extensively.  As we walk through these verses the 

one thing I want everyone here to be sure to get is just this: if you’re in Christ, you 

don’t have to freak out about the end of the world!  It shouldn’t scare you “pea 

green.”  In our time together this afternoon, I want to cut through all the crazy speculation 

and counter some myths you may have heard by explaining what Jesus taught about what 

to expect in this world and what he taught the end of this world would be like.  Jesus tells 

his followers how they should think about it all and he says, “If you’re in me, you don’t 

have to freak out about the end of the world!” 

 

Let’s Pray…  
 

vv. 5-9 
 So just to jog your memory or bring you up to speed if you haven’t been here – in 

Luke 21 we find Jesus in Jerusalem during the last week of his earthly life.  He’s arrived 

a little early for the Passover Feast – a big annual tradition for the Jews of his day.  Let’s 

look quickly at vv. 37-38.  They tell us what his lodging arrangement and itinerary was in 

Jerusalem, “Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, and each evening he went out to 

spend the night on the hill called the Mount of Olives,
 
and all the people came early in the 

morning to hear him at the temple.”  So he spent his evenings just outside the city at a 

suburb on the Mount of Olives (Bethany; cf. Mt. 21:17) and he spent his days from early 

in the morning at the temple teaching.  Think of someone coming to Chicago to speak at 

Moody’s annual Founders’ Week Conference and staying with some friends who live in 

Lombard. 

 Well, back to v. 5.  After one of Jesus’ teaching sessions at the temple we read, 

“Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful 

stones and with gifts dedicated to God.”  The temple was spectacular.  I think we’ll be 

hearing more about the intricacies and significance of the temple at our retreat coming up 

in two weeks.  But I’ll use one word that our speaker, Dr. Beale, loves to use – 

“massive.”  The temple was massive – a huge, impressive complex.  One of the 

foundation stones that the long since destroyed walls used to sit on is one single stone 60 

meters long, 3 meters high, and 4 meters wide weighing approximately 400 tons.  One 

stone… set perfectly into place.  How they did it before the era of hydraulic cranes, we’re 

simply not sure, but that’s just one example of the magnitude of this facility. 

 But it was more than just massive, it was aesthetically beautiful!  The temple had 

been built under Solomon and then destroyed by the invading Babylonians as part of 

God’s judgment and then rebuilt under the leadership of Zerubbabel and then remodeled 

under Herod the Great.  Herod rendered the temple area a constant construction zone, 

always expanding.  He used nothing but the best – white marble; gold and silver plated 

doors; Babylonian tapestries of fine, multi-colored linen; special fineries donated by rich 

patrons.  It was posh.  The first century Jewish historian, Josephus, stated that the 

building’s white façade and gold accessories flashed in the sun like a “snow-clad 

mountain.”
1
  The Roman historian Tacitus described it as “immensely opulent.”
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 The disciples were remarking with awe at how elaborate the temple was.  

Jerusalem – the capital of Israel – was being revitalized.  Things were going pretty well.  

There was peace.  There was prosperity.  Again, you can imagine some visitors coming to 

downtown Chicago – Daley’s Chicago; a place burned to the ground in 1871 – and 

marveling at how nice the Loop area is – so many new skyscrapers, flowering pots along 

the landscaped boulevards, Millennium Park and the Bean provided by wealthy donors 

(and taxpayer money)…  Chicago’s enjoying prosperity and finding its place among the 

ranks of the major world class cities.  It’s easy to marvel at. 

 “But Jesus said, ‘As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone 

will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down” (v. 6).  “It’s all going to 

be destroyed.  Good times won’t last forever.”  One time I was riding the ‘L’ into the city 

with a friend and I said, “Look at that.  Isn’t it spectacular?”  And he replied, “Yeah, and 

to think: it’s all going to melt one day” (cf. 2 Pet. 3:12). 

The disciples probably responded, “What!  No, not again!”  “‘Teacher,’ they 

asked, ‘when will these things happen?  And what will be the sign that they are about to 

take place?” (v. 7).  “How soon is the temple going to be destroyed?  That’s gotta be at 

the end of the age, right? – when everything is destroyed.”  That’s what they’re thinking. 

“He replied, ‘Watch out that you are not deceived.  For many will come in my 

name, claiming, “I am he,” and, “The time is near.”  Do not follow them.  When you hear 

of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened.  These things must happen first, but the end 

will not come right away’” (vv. 8-9).  Jesus is saying here, “No, this temple is going to be 

destroyed and other things are going to happen and doomsday rumors are going to spread 

like wildfire, but there will still be a lot more history to take place after that.” 

Essentially, what we’re to make of this is that Jesus foretold tough times ahead – 

an extended period of world history filled with seasons of disaster and danger.  Believers 

should expect tough times and not be alarmed and, pay attention, not get caught up with 

end of the world hysteria.  How many people are embarrassed by the way they handled 

Y2K or the way they reacted in the hours and days following 9/11?  These things must 

take place first, but the end does not follow immediately (NASB). 

Now here’s something you have to understand if you’re going to be able to make 

sense out of this passage or the whole Bible for that matter – history snowballs.  You’ve 

heard the saying, “history repeats itself,” right?  Taken to its extreme, this results in a 

view of history as cyclical which is typically associated with Eastern thought.  It says, 

“We shouldn’t view history as having a starting point and an ending point, but as an 

eternal cycle of events that never-endingly repeat themselves.”  On the other hand, 

Western thought has typically seen the unfolding of human events in a linear fashion – a 

timeline, if you will. 

Well, biblically speaking this is closer to the truth – there was a beginning of 

creation (Gen. 1:1) and there will be a wrapping up of this creation when the world as we 

know it will come to an end (Rev. 21ff).  In between there is a linear progression towards 

the climax.  But if we fail to notice the repeating patterns embedded in this schema we 

miss an important aspect of the Bible.  It’s fun to trace biblical themes throughout the 

story-line of the Bible and see how they build on each other and repeat themselves. 

One excellent example is the ubiquitous cycle of judgment and restoration, 

particularly in Israel’s history.  Israel sins, God judges (typically by means of foreign 

attacks or oppression), and God restores… Israel sins, God judges by means of the 
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Babylonian destruction of the temple, God returns Israel from exile.  Israel sins and 

rejects the Messiah, God judges by means of the Roman destruction of the temple, history 

goes on until one day, the book of Romans seems to teach, the Jewish people will en 

masse return to God and accept Jesus as the Messiah, and then there will be an intense 

time of devastation and panic much akin to previous times throughout history like the 

destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD and 586 BC and Christ will return to bring it all to an 

end and stop the growing snowball once and for all. 

History snowballs.  You’ve got to keep that in mind here.  Jesus is going to weave 

together talk of the end of the Jerusalem temple and talk of the end of the world.  

Sometimes it may be confusing as to what he’s talking about, but remember: they’re two 

separate events that look a lot alike.  Now there is a group of people called Preterists who 

see there being just one event in mind here and who say that all the talk of the return of 

Christ in the NT was fulfilled in its entirety in AD 70 at the destruction of the temple, but 

they’ve clearly misunderstood these passages.  There are two separate events here (the 

end will not come right away), but the earlier event will picture in miniature what the 

final event will be like.  As Darrell Bock puts it, “Jerusalem’s fall is intended as the 

example of what end-time chaos looks like, but it is not the consummation.”
3
 

So we see here that we shouldn’t expect everything to be smooth sailing in life.  

Tough times are ahead.  World Trade Centers will be built and World Trade Centers will 

collapse.  World empires will rise and world empires will fall.  There will be a long 

snowballing cycle of peace and war rolling toward the return of Christ.  Know what to 

expect, Jesus says, and don’t be frightened (v. 9).  He knows about it all in advance and 

he’s in control of it all.  If you’re in Christ, you don’t have to freak out about states of 

emergency. 

 

vv. 10-19 
 Now in vv. 10-19 Jesus tells his disciples and us a little bit more about what to 

expect during this time ahead filled with falling temples and wars and revolutions.  We’re 

to expect persecution.  It’s not going to be smooth sailing economically or politically and 

it’s not going to be smooth sailing religiously either.  “Then he said to them: ‘Nation will 

rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  [There will be invasions by Goths and 

Crusades and the defeat of the Spanish Armada and World Wars with nuclear weapons 

and wars on terror.  More than that, there will be natural disasters:] There will be great 

earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places [we might add two terms that have 

become a part of all of our vocabularies today – tsunamis and AIDS], and fearful events 

and great signs from heaven [i.e. meteorites]’” (vv. 10-11). 

 “But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you.  They will 

deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 

governors, and all on account of my name” (v. 12).  What’s going to be a characteristic of 

this period that Jesus foresaw and we’re in right now is persecution and this happened, 

didn’t it?  This is what the book of Acts is about, right?  Even before the destruction of 

the temple Jesus’ followers were programmatically rounded up and persecuted because of 

their association with the name of Jesus.  And get this, v. 13 – “This will result in your 

being witnesses to them.”  What does the word “martyr” mean?  It means witness.  It’s 

the word here. 
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 I think of Acts 5 (I can’t wait to preach through Acts) – the very disciples 

listening to Jesus here were arrested and brought before the Jewish leaders for disobeying 

orders to stop preaching about Jesus.  Then Peter, acting as the spokesman, told it to them 

like it is.  He witnessed to the gospel and the surpassing treasure of Jesus (think of all the 

times Paul got to tell his testimony of how he met Jesus while he was on trial before 

Roman rulers).  The apostles got off easy, this time, with a flogging and we read that they 

left “rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name” 

(v. 41).  They kept proclaiming the Name of Jesus and the church kept on growing (cf. 

6:1).  Wow!  The result of persecution is… increased witness, more people hearing about 

the glory of Christ.  It’s true throughout church history and even today that where the 

church is being persecuted believers are on fire for the Lord and his message is spreading.  

Tertullian’s dictum rings true – “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” 

 Persecution is natural.  If you’re not experiencing it, in some fashion, you have to 

wonder how much you’re really associated with the name of Jesus.  Even theologian and 

philosopher Søren Kierkegaard wrote: “When one preaches Christianity in such a way 

that the echo answers, ‘Away with that man, he does not deserve to live,’ know that this 

is the Christianity of the New Testament.”
4
  Jesus said, “If they persecuted me, they will 

persecute you also” (Jn. 15:20). 

 This is enough to scare most people, but obviously not the disciples who endured 

it with “rejoicing.”  How could they have accepted it like that?  I’d like to think that Luke 

21:14ff was flashing through their minds as the chains clinked and the whip cracked – 

“But make up your mind not to worry [!] beforehand how you will defend yourselves.  

For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist 

or contradict.  You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and 

they will put some of you to death.  All men will hate you because of me.  But not a hair 

of your head will perish” (vv. 14-18). 

 World events will create hardships at times, but even more than that the sinful 

world will steadily oppose the advancement of the gospel and followers of Christ will be 

singled out because of him for mistreatment – from mocking and scorn all the way to 

execution.  This has always been true since Jesus said it and the twentieth century saw 

more martyrs for Christ than any other previous century.  We don’t experience it in the 

same way in the United States that our brothers and sisters in other parts of the world do, 

but it’s only a matter of time.  My guess is that we could experience that in America in 

the 21
st
 century.  And the word from Jesus is: don’t freak out! 

 “Don’t freak out?  Are you crazy?”  No.  Jesus says he will give you the strength 

to endure, the words to say, the ability to focus on what’s real and true.  And what’s real 

and true is that some of you they will put to death, but not a hair of your head will perish.  

What a remarkable paradox!  There is a promise of eternal life for those who do not deny 

Christ.  Transfixed on that promise you can endure even the most grotesque of tortures.  

We must realize what Polycarp (a bishop in the 2
nd

 century) realized and spoke to the one 

sentencing him just before he was burned alive at the age of 86 – “You threaten fire that 

burns for an hour and is over.  But the judgment on the ungodly is forever.”
5
 

 Make up your mind right now not to worry about what you’ll do if someone 

someday puts a gun to your head and asks you if you believe in Jesus.  God will give you 

the strength and the words to say and even if they pull the trigger not a hair of your head 

will perish eternally.  You will join an inner circle around the throne praising the One 
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who was slain and came back to life.  “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted” in some way (2 Tim. 3:12), but don’t worry.  God will preserve 

you… so persevere. 

 That’s what v. 19 says.  It’s a command that’s better translated, “By your patient 

endurance, gain your lives!”  Gain your eternal life by persevering through the 

persecution to come!  “Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 

life will preserve it” (Lk. 17:33).  May we as a church have the mindset that consumed 

Ignatius, the bishop of Antioch in Syria at the beginning of the 2
nd

 century – “Let fire and 

the cross, let the companies of wild beasts, let breaking of bones and tearing of limbs, let 

the grinding of the whole body, and all the malice of the devil, come upon me; be it so, if 

only I may gain Christ Jesus!”
6
  Or to put it the way the apostle Paul did, “To live is 

Christ and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).  If you’re in Christ, you don’t have to freak out 

about persecution! 

 

vv. 20-24 
 Now in vv. 20-24 Jesus focuses primarily on the events of judgment that will be 

coming upon Jerusalem in a few short decades.  Jesus prophesied, “When you see 

Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near” (v. 20).  

What he’s describing actually took place when Titus and his Roman troops surrounded 

the city in AD 70 and laid siege to it, causing huge casualties and desperate situations 

where people actually ate their own children for food.
7
 

Therefore Jesus advises, “Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, 

let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city” (v. 21).  In 

other words, the place not to be is in the city.  The normal behavior in war time was for 

the rural population all to retreat to behind the walls of the city for protection.  Jesus is 

saying not to do that here because the Romans are going to cut off all supplies and starve 

the inhabitants out.  It turned out that most didn’t heed Jesus’ advice when the time 

actually came.  The population of Jerusalem swelled and an estimated 1.1 million Jews 

perished during the showdown. 

Remember, history snowballs and this event is just a little foreshadowing of what 

will take place in the future and what the final battle will be like.  I think of the fact that 

when terrorists strike again in the United States, they will almost surely strike again in the 

heart of major cities.  I think of this as I’m moving to the heart of downtown Chicago.  

Let’s face it: the chance of a dirty bomb going off in the Loop is much higher than in 

Russiaville, IN.  When the next wave of mayhem comes it will most likely be in cities, 

just like what happened in Jerusalem in the first century. 

Jesus gives the reason for this carnage – “For this is the time of punishment in 

fulfillment of all that has been written” (v. 22).  Jesus sees an impending destruction of 

Jerusalem and its temple on the horizon and he sees it as a fulfillment of an OT pattern 

and promise that when Israel rejects Yahweh, judgment ensues.  The rejection of Jesus, 

however, is the climax of years of rebellion and waywardness.  God sent prophet after 

prophet and all were by and large discarded.  In Jesus, however, God sends his own Son, 

as we saw in the parable of ch. 20, and the covenant people of God crucify him.  So a 

great symbolic event is in order that represents a radical punishment on Israel – the 

destruction of the temple which has not been rebuilt to this day. 
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“How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers!  

There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people [the Jewish nation].  

They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations.  Jerusalem 

will be trampled on by the Gentiles” (vv. 23-24a).  Again, this is precisely what happened 

in AD 70 – Rome, an agent of God’s wrath, stormed through the land, killed millions, 

captured hundreds of thousands, dispersed the nation, and razed the city.  But notice v. 

24b – “until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” 

There’s a time limit and a purpose to this extended time of judgment.  The time of 

judgment on Israel will last only as long as the “times of the Gentiles.”  And that phrase – 

“times of the Gentiles” – implies that the fall of Jerusalem serves a dual purpose in God’s 

plan: judgment on Israel for rejecting the Lord and opening the door to salvation for non-

Israelite ethnicities (you and me).  To borrow again from the apostle Paul, Israel has been 

cut off and the Gentiles have been grafted in, but God is able to graft Israel back in again 

at the end of the age (cf. Rom. 11:17ff). 

So these verses have a very specific reference point in history – the fall of 

Jerusalem in 70 AD.  This serves as the climax of judgment on hard-hearted Israel and 

the symbolic beginning of a new era – the age of the Gentiles.  We live in the age of the 

Gentiles now.  But we must also remember that in the fall of Jerusalem we see a 

foreshadowing of the epic cosmic battle that will immediately precede the very end.  In 

both instances it was and will be a time of judgment for those who have rejected Christ.  

So, if you’re not in Christ, you should freak out about the judgment of God!   

 

vv. 25-28 
 With v. 25 Jesus shifts primarily to the grand finale, the colossal war to end all 

wars, his return.  It’s hard to really describe what that will be like in a way that we can 

understand – the in-breaking of a new order and the evaporation of the old, the end of the 

earth as we know it and the beginning of the eternal new creation.  So whenever the Bible 

talks about that day it resorts to using apocalyptic language involving cosmic melt-

downs.  “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars.  On the earth, nations will be in 

anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.  Men will faint from terror, 

apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken” 

(vv. 25-26).  Take the best scenes from the movies Independence Day, Armageddon, The 

Matrix, The Day After Tomorrow and any other apocalyptic-type movie you can think of 

and role them into one and you haven’t even come close to depicting what that day will 

be like. 

 Like I said, there’s no way we can use words to describe in perfect detail what 

that great event will be like.  The Bible tries to articulate it with many different images 

and metaphors – trumpet sounding, elements melting, Lord descending, things like that.  

Here Jesus alludes to a famous OT passage found in Daniel 7 – “At that time they will 

see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory” (v. 27).  This Son of 

Man character in the book of Daniel is a majestic, mysterious human/divine 

person/persons who comes to the Ancient of Days to receive dominion, glory, and an 

everlasting kingdom (vv. 13-14).  Here Jesus is talking about himself, that much is clear, 

and he seems to be referring to a universal exposure of the supernatural dimension where 

Jesus is seen in all his grandeur in God the Father’s awe filled presence. 
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 “When these things begin to take place,” Jesus says to his disciples, “wet your 

pants… curl up in a fetal position and suck your thumb… grab your most valuable 

possessions and book it for Russiaville, IN?”  No!  He says, “Stand up and lift up your 

heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (v. 28).  Who knows what the events 

preceding this will be like and how terrible they will be.  And who knows what exactly 

the 2
nd

 Coming will be like in full detail, but Jesus tells his disciples that it’s nothing to 

be scared of.  In fact, it’s something to welcome and long for and be filled with joy when 

it comes. 

 As we saw earlier in Luke in chapter 17, on the day of the Son of Man when he 

comes like lightning out of nowhere, the first impulse of your heart must be, “Yes!  My 

Lord!” and not, “Oh no, my stuff/my family/my life/my sin.”  For the Christian “we wait 

for the blessed hope – the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ” 

(Tit. 2:13), “our citizenship is in heaven and we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 

Lord Jesus Christ who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his 

control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” (Phil. 

3:20-21).  The Day of the Lord will be a good day, “our adoption as sons, the redemption 

of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23).  If you’re in Christ, you don’t have to freak out about the 

2
nd

 Coming! 
 

vv. 29-36 
 In the remainder of Jesus’ teaching on this topic he focuses on how to live and 

think in the meantime.  First, “he told them this parable, ‘Look at the fig tree and all the 

trees.  When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is 

near.  Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God 

is near” (vv. 29-31).  This is an analogy from nature.  If he were a Chicagoan he might 

say, “When you see the crocuses poking through the soil you know that Spring is right 

around the corner.”  What he’s trying to say is that when things get really, really bad (like 

9/11 across the globe) then know that the return of Christ is really soon. 

 How soon?  I think v. 32 answers that – “I tell you the truth, this generation will 

certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.”  This most likely means 

that the generation that sees the beginning of the end, the sprouting of the crocuses, will 

see the end, the coming of Spring in all its glory.  The other way to take it is that Jesus 

skips back and talks to his first disciples about the fall of Jerusalem, which did actually 

happen within a “generation.”  Whichever way we take it Bock notes, “It is hard to be 

dogmatic about the meaning of this difficult text.”
8
 

 The main point is clear through all of Jesus’ teaching here about the end of the 

temple and the end of time – if you’re in Christ, you don’t have to freak out about the 

end of the world!  We can trust this statement because Jesus said, “Heaven and earth 

will pass away, but my words will never pass away” (v. 33), which is just an emphatic 

way of saying, “Trust me.  I’ve spoken eternal truth to you.  I’ve told you what you need 

to know about how it will be and I’ve told you that you shouldn’t freak out.” 

 Now does that mean we can all just kick back and take it easy and live like we 

want to; we don’t have to worry about hard times and such?  There are some Christians 

who hold that believers will be raptured out of the way before things get really bad.  This 

text seems to assume no such thing.  Christians will be in the world right up until the end 

and through it all they should not freak out.  But this does require some work.  We must 
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proactively stand firm in Christ so that the world doesn’t suck us in and so that we are 

found ready when the Son of Man comes. 

 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness 

and the anxieties of life.”  In other words if you’re not vigilant you’ll just sort of fit right 

in, assimilate into the worldly way of doing things, buckle under the pressure of 

persecution and the deadly allure of sin.  And if that happens “that day will close on you 

unexpectedly like a trap” (v. 34).  While the Lord’s away are you getting lazy and playing 

around closer and closer to the trap that could close on you and kill you?  Be careful “for 

it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth” (v. 35).  Don’t be 

fooled.  Every single person will have to stand one day before Jesus.  Don’t be caught in 

the trap of worldly pursuits – working for more and more money, wild nights on the town 

with your friends, quiet nights at home in front of the computer screen.  “Flee the evil 

desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who 

call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Tim. 2:22).  It’s a deadly trap and I’ve seen too 

many people get sucked in.  Don’t even play near it!!!! 

 So I want to simply close by saying that if you’re in Christ, you don’t have to 

freak out about the end of the world!  You don’t have to be scared “pea green” 

thinking about it.  Jesus will give you the solace and the strength to withstand the states 

of emergency and persecution that’s bound to come.  And because of Jesus’ sacrifice on 

the cross to pay for your sin you do not have to fear judgment at the 2
nd

 coming.  For 

those found hoping in Christ and living for him, that day will be a glorious and wonderful 

day.  But the key is being found in Christ.  Will you be found in him?  During this period 

of the progressive, snowballing ending of the world “be always on the watch, and pray 

that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to 

stand before the Son of Man” (v. 36) clothed in Christ. 

 May you consider every threat and every illicit pleasure the world throws in your 

face to be rubbish in order that you may simply gain Christ and be found in him.  If you 

are in him, you don’t have to freak out about the end of the world! 
 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday afternoon, May 8, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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