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Introduction 

 How many of you have ever felt incompetent, worthless, not good enough, like 

you didn’t quite measure up, like a failure, like you didn’t fit in, like you didn’t fit the 

mold?  Jesus wants you!  Maybe you were the guy who always got picked last at recess.  

Maybe you were the girl other girls giggled and pointed at in junior high.  Maybe you’ve 

experienced the rejection of not being invited to a party or you’ve gone to a party and felt 

the loneliness of having no one to talk to.  Maybe you’ve lived your whole life under the 

weight of unrealistic parental expectations and know the pain of their constant 

disapproval.  Or maybe you look at your life now don’t think it looks very extraordinary. 

Maybe you know very well that if someone was putting together a list of 

important people, smart people, rich people, popular people, good looking people, 

talented people you wouldn’t be on it.  I have a feeling that I’ve just described some 

people here this afternoon.  This may sound odd to you, but I’m here to tell you today 

that the Lord Jesus Christ – the most important figure in world history – has a special 

place for you in his kingdom and that you can play a huge role in his work, no matter 

what you’ve been told.  This passage in Luke we’re looking at today has a wonderful 

message of hope for you! 

And maybe you’re here this morning and you have pretty good self-esteem, you 

feel like you’ve got things pretty much together.  Maybe you’re the type of person who’s 

always gotten breaks in life – you’ve never been unemployed, at least for very long; 

you’ve always had friends; you have a nice house, nice car, nice clothes, nice hair, nice 

face.  Maybe you’ve always been in the gifted classes throughout school and went to a 

good college.  Maybe you’re the one who throws the parties and people come.  People 

naturally like to be around you and think you’re funny.  I have a hunch that there are 

people like this here today, people with some sort of status/position and oh boy does this 

text have some sober words of warning for you! 

 This is a pretty powerful passage that comes from the final phase of Jesus’ 

teaching time in the temple during the last week of his earthly life where he has been 

clashing with the chief priests, the teachers of the law, the Pharisees, the Herodians, the 

sophisticate Sadducees, and the leaders among the people – in other words all the 

important people of society.  Their way and Jesus’ way didn’t match up.  And what we 

see in today’s text is astounding and it’s just this: The Lord Jesus rejects smug 

dignitaries and dignifies sold-out rejects.  Sounds pretty peculiar, doesn’t it? 
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Let’s pray… 

 

Jesus is Lord (20:41-44) 

Luke, chapter 4 – Jesus birth, boyhood, and baptism is related and then after he passes his 

rigorous test in the desert he begins his ministry with an appearance in a synagogue.  He 

reads from the OT and essentially claims to be the One it has been pointing to – the long 

awaited Messiah.  “All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this.  

They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the 

town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff.  But he walked right through the 

crowd and went on his way” (vv. 28-30). 

 

Chapter 6 – Jesus acts with bold authority “but [the religious leaders] were furious and 

began to discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus” (v. 11). 

 

Chapter 11 – Jesus points out the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and experts in the law.  As a 

result they “began to oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, waiting to 

catch him in something he might say” (vv. 53-54). 

 

Chapter 13 – Jesus heals a crippled woman on the Sabbath.  Synagogue ruler gets mad.  

Jesus responds with a silencing question about leading a thirsty animal to water on the 

Sabbath.  “When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated” (v. 17). 

 

Chapter 14 – The Pharisees try to trap Jesus by putting a man with dropsy in his path on 

the Sabbath.  Jesus grabs the guy, heals him, and sends him on his way and then asks a 

clever question about pulling an ox out of a well on the Sabbath.  “And they had nothing 

to say” (v. 6).  They keep coming; he keeps sending them away beaten. 

 

Chapter 20 – Jesus finally arrives in Jerusalem.  He’s come to die and guess what?  “The 

chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people [are] trying to kill 

him” (19:47).  The attempts to trap him by besieging him with questions escalate: “Who 

gave you this authority?”  Jesus diffuses their vitriolic question with a question.  Then he 

tells a parable directed precisely at them, but they are impotent to do anything about it (v. 

19).  Next comes a political question about taxes.  Jesus masterfully replies and “they 

were unable to trap him in what he said there in public.  And astonished by his answer, 

they became silent” (v. 26).  Now the Sadducees step in with a religious question 

concerning the resurrection.  But where we left off last week Jesus had given a well-

spoken reply “and no one dared to ask him any more questions” (v. 40).  They’re still 

going to kill him, but it’s going to be clear that he is perfectly innocent; they can’t pin 

him on anything. 

 

  So now Jesus finishes this game off with a question of his own starting in v. 41 – 

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘How is it that they say the Christ is the Son of David?  David 

himself declares in the Book of Psalms: “The Lord said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand 

until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’”  David calls him ‘Lord’.  How then 

can he be his son?’” (vv. 41-44).  Jesus doesn’t answer his own question and we don’t 
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have any answer recorded for us; we have to surmise that they were all stumped.  So it’s 

best to be taken as a – “Here’s one to think about.  You’re going to kill me anyway, but 

let me give you one final thing to chew on.” 

 Jesus is pointing out something about a commonly known messianic psalm – Ps. 

110.  This turns out to be one of the most quoted OT passages in all of the NT.  It was 

written by David under the influence of the Holy Spirit (cf. Mt. 22:43; Mk. 12:36) to 

ultimately point to the ultimate ruler who would come from his line – David’s son who 

would reign over a vast kingdom and yet also David’s Lord to whom David himself owed 

ultimate tribute.  People at the time of Jesus looked at this and similar OT texts pointing 

to a future Davidic king and rightly saw that a king was coming, but failed to see the 

qualitatively different nature of this king.  He’s not just a king.  In other words, as we’ve 

repeatedly seen throughout Luke, the people of the day had a very narrow, earthbound 

concept of messiah – someone who would come and restore Israel’s political fortunes to 

its former glory under King David. 

 Jesus says one last time, “You’re missing something!  Look at the text!  David 

says, ‘The Lord (that’s God Almighty) said to my Lord (that is the messiah; David calls 

the messiah that comes from his line his Lord!), “Sit at my right hand until I make your 

enemies a footstool for your feet.”’  David says that the messiah will be his Lord and will 

reign at the right hand of God Almighty!”  It’s astonishing to think of a father calling his 

son his Lord isn’t it?  But Jesus is saying that when David foretold the coming of a 

messiah he was describing someone greater than simply another earthly, human, political 

king.  No, he was talking of someone much greater than that. 

 As we’ve gone through Luke we’ve seen unmistakably that Jesus is of Davidic 

descent (i.e. 1:27, 32, 69; 2:4).  And we see that Jesus saw himself unquestionably as the 

messiah foretold and foreshadowed in the OT.  But what is so remarkable and what the 

Jews of Jesus’ day for the most part failed to get is that he, that is Jesus, was more than 

David’s son – he was David’s Lord!  He was, and is, the divine king that immediately 

following his death, resurrection, and ascension and ever since sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty and reigns over the entire universe until one day when it will be 

finally and completely subjected to his rule. 

 So essentially, this is Jesus’ way of saying, “You haven’t a clue who you’re 

speaking to.  You’re oblivious to the total submission I deserve.  I am Lord.”  Jesus is 

Lord!  That’s the reason he has the authority and power to do everything he’s been doing 

in Luke.  That’s the reason he has the right to tell you and me to give up everything and 

follow him.  So I simply say to you – “Here’s one to think about: JESUS IS LORD!”  

What does that mean?  That means he is the ultimate ruler, the one to whom you owe 

ultimate allegiance, the one with the supreme claim on your life. 

 Jesus is not just a political leader, he is the Lord of lords and King of kings who 

has died and risen again and ascended to heaven and will come again and when that 

happens EVERY knee will bow and EVERY tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 

(cf. Phil. 2:10-11).  David will bow to Jesus, Caesar will bow, Pilate, Caiaphas, Michael 

Jordan, Jennifer Aniston, Mayor Daley, Bill Clinton, Billy Graham, Pope John Paul II, 

Derick Africa, Nathan Carter, Hobin Lee and every one of you will at some point have no 

choice but to bow to Jesus.  Jesus is Lord! 

He’s a unique Lord, because he came to die (we’ll be exploring the mystery of 

that truth as we go through the next few chapters in Luke), but he’s a Lord nonetheless 
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and you owe him your life.  Have you submitted your life to the Lordship of Christ?  It’s 

not just something you say.  Do you live according to his laws and for his glory?  He has 

no rivals.  He is sheer power.  No one compares to him.  He’s impressed with nobody.  

The question is: Will you voluntarily submit to his rule now and live in his kingdom now 

or will you die being your own lord and be forced to your knees by his mighty hand when 

he calls you to account for your rebellion?  The only place for true life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness is under the benevolent reign and in the joyful service of the Lord, 

Jesus Christ.  Jesus is Lord! 

 

The Wrong Way to Serve the Lord (20:45-47) 

 First of all, let’s look at how not to serve the Lord.  Jesus points out to his 

followers the false piety of the supposed religious, godly people of his day and in the 

process calls them to task for their confident, cock-sure, self-assured pretending.  “While 

all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Beware of the teachers of the 

law…” (vv. 45-46).  You’ve got to get the right picture in your mind.  Here’s Jesus, 

talking to his rag-tag group of followers – young guys probably in their early twenties 

figuring out how to live life and how to live it for God.  And all around them are the 

people normally thought of as role models – successful, important, influential, and 

spiritual.  If there’s an example of the kind of people God would use and we should 

aspire to be, people naturally thought the teachers of the law would be them.  But Jesus 

says, “Watch out for them!  Don’t get sucked into their way!  Don’t desire to be like 

them!” 

 God is not impressed with them and you shouldn’t seek to be like them.  Why?  

These important people are full of themselves and independent.  They like to draw 

attention to themselves.  They’re fake, artificial, prideful, greedy, uncaring, hypocritical, 

self-seeking.  First Jesus points out that “they like to walk around in flowing robes” (v. 

46b).  The office of teacher of the law had its own uniform – an elaborate cloak reaching 

to the feet with many folds and a decorative fringe.  They really liked to put that on in the 

morning and strut their stuff down Solomon’s Colonnade in the temple. 

The allure of such distinguished garb is still present today.  What do you wear at a 

graduation, signifying that you’ve completed a Bachelor’s degree?  A long, flowing robe, 

right?  And when you get a master’s degree you get a special kind with pointed sleeves 

and a special stole and you walk in proudly behind the professors with multi-colored 

robes with bars on the sleeves and cords and stoles and regal hats signifying their 

discipline and their prestigious school.  And let me tell you, Christian schools are no 

different.  It’s all very intoxicating, isn’t it?  Our world likes to see how many titles we 

can string behind our name.  It separates the important people from the common.  But the 

odor of pride is a stench in God’s nostrils. 

Jesus goes on in his description – they “love to be greeted in the marketplaces” (v. 

46c).  How coveted is recognition?  To be recognized as special?  To have your name in 

lights or published on a page?  To have others notice you shows that you’re noteworthy 

and that’s a rush.  Jesus continues – they love “to have the most important seats in the 

synagogues and the places of honor at banquets” (v. 46d).  They get a rush at being a 

dignitary.  We’ve seen this phenomenon before in Luke (cf. 14:7ff).  Remember the U-

shaped table where the most important sit at the bottom and as it radiates out you get 

lower in social rank?  We have special seats today at banquets and theaters and sporting 
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events that coincide with status.  We have close parking spots, limousines, places 

reserved for those with clout. 

Jesus doesn’t stop there in his exposure of how hollow the giants of the day were 

– “they devour widows’ houses” (v. 47a).  This class of widow is going to come up later.  

It represents a class of society that can be thrown around, exploited, put down.  Exactly 

what’s in mind here is a little unclear.  Most likely they’re taking advantage of their role 

of overseeing widows’ property.  What is clear is that they step on other people to get 

where they’re at and they degrade the helpless to keep them down.  They have to 

maintain their importance by keeping others down.  Jesus is describing a ruthless type of 

power grabbing. 

If you’re not a part of the in-crowd, the cool people, the popular then you’ve 

probably experienced something like this.  Either the overt or the subtle humiliation by 

those who are “better than you.”  If you’re part of the in-crowd, how many people have 

you stepped on to get there?  How much of your position as king of the hill involves 

pushing others down?  There’s also a hint of greed here too – financial exploiting too.  

Again, how many times is status intricately connected with wealth? 

Finally, Jesus points out that “for a show [they] make lengthy prayers” (v. 47b).  

Prayers that are pretentious and long.  You know what he’s talking about.  We’ve all seen 

it and we’ve all done it at some time or another.  That is, prayer for our audience; praying 

for people instead of to God.  Pack it full of spiritual mumbo jumbo, add a labored, whiny 

voice to display faux passion, and just keep going on and on.  It can fool a lot of people, 

but it doesn’t fool God.  We have to be very careful with public prayers that in our vanity 

that seeks to impress other people we don’t miss talking to God. 

So Jesus is talking about the people commonly thought of as important.  And he’s 

saying that they mask their worldly pursuit of fame and recognition and respect with a 

religious veneer.  But they’re not pleasing the Lord.  They’re caught up on themselves.  

This is a prime example of how not to serve the Lord – with an attitude of superiority 

where the glory of the Lord gets lost somewhere in the mix and it all becomes about me.  

Jesus says, “Such men will be punished most severely” (v. 47c).  When their ostentatious 

robes are stripped and they stand naked before Jesus at the end of their lives their titles, 

their wealth, their credentials, their pedigree won’t matter and they will be peons for 

eternity in hell. 

Now here Jesus is talking about religious leaders and so his exposé applies very 

well to Christian leaders today.  This is deadly serious stuff I have to battle everyday as a 

pastor.  Do I do this to gain the admiration of people, be the leader of a happening 

church, to be respected, to attain Christian fame in certain circles or do I do it to 

sacrificially give of myself and forego certain rights and perks all in order to help others 

to see how great the Lord Jesus Christ is and how worthy he is of our admiration and 

respect?  The office of pastor is a dangerous office and James warns quite frankly that 

“not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we 

who teach will be judged more strictly” (3:1).  The allure of power has shipwrecked a 

great many pastors.  So this applies very easily to me and to Hobin and Derick. 

But it applies almost just as easily to others in the church as well, to what we call 

“lay leaders.”  Those who can subconsciously think the church is lucky that they go to it.  

Those who dutifully fulfill their obligations, give their 10% of their 70K salary, flaunt 

their above average knowledge of religious stuff and feel pretty good about the whole 
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thing.  Those having ears that want to be tickled and an ego that yearns to be inflated and 

doing their acts of righteousness to be seen by men (cf. Mt. 6:1ff).  There’s a very real 

danger that almost everyone who claims to follow the Lord faces.  It’s the danger of 

pretending – pretending to live the Christian life but really living in your own power and 

for your own glory.  Listen to what Joe Bayly once said, “No person can foster the 

impression that he/she is great, then exalt a great God.”
1
 

The world operates on a rigid hierarchy system.  There’s the in-crowd and there 

are the nobody’s.  There will always be different variations of celebrities and dignitaries 

and those who aren’t.  But that’s not the way the church of Jesus Christ should operate, 

but sadly many times it does.  But the Bible talks of the church as a body and each part 

plays a vital role.  There’s complex interdependence.  Nobody is better than anybody 

else.  There’s no one at IBC who is more important than anybody else.  “On the contrary, 

those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable!” (1Cor. 12:22).  There 

is one Lord and we are all equally his subjects. 

Over and over again throughout the Bible we are reminded that “there is no 

favoritism with [God]” (Eph. 6:9).  Those in the church are clearly commanded: “show 

no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory” (Jam. 2:1).  

Sure there’s a divinely ordained authority structure set up in the church, but when two of 

Jesus’ disciples got caught up with self-aggrandizing thoughts of power and importance 

“Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that those who are regarded as rulers of 

the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  Not 

so with you.  Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant” 

(Mk. 10:42-43).  Leaders are servants and no better whatsoever than nursery workers or 

bulletin makers or sound recorders or Koinonia team members, etc…, they just play a 

different role in the body and couldn’t do it without the other parts. 

So beware of the teacher of the law mentality.  Don’t fall into that trap.  Do not 

think of yourself more highly than you ought (cf. Rom. 12:3ff). 

 

The Right Way to Serve the Lord (21:1-4) 

 So Jesus is the Lord of all and he’s not impressed with the service of the proud 

pretenders, the ones everybody thinks are really important (including themselves).  What 

is Jesus impressed with?  Who catches the Lord’s eye?  Let’s look at chapter 21, starting 

in v. 1.  This is great!  We read – “As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts 

into the temple treasury” (v. 1).  Much like we at church today have a time when we pass 

the offering plates for people to give money to support the church, the temple back then 

had this area with thirteen trumpet shaped receptacles for dropping in your free will 

offerings.  I don’t know why, but I keep picturing something like those big funnels at the 

mall where you can drop in a coin and watch it twirl all the way down. 

That’s probably not exactly how it was, but anyway… Can you picture people 

lugging in their bulky money bags and emptying them into the treasury as others looked 

on with approval and acclaim?  Well, Jesus notices this – by the way do you ever think of 

Jesus watching you as the plate passes you by on Sundays?  It’s an interesting thought, 

isn’t it?  Next, we read that “he also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper 

coins” (v. 2).  Remember, widows represent a powerless class kept at the bottom of the 

ladder.  The adjective translated poor here is not just the normal word for poor.  It means 

something like “dirt poor.”  Scholars have figured out that what she is said to have put 
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into the treasury is the equivalent of about 10 minutes of labor at minimum wage.
2
  So we 

have a fairly sizable donation from an important member of society and we have two 

measly leptons from someone probably most other people fail to even notice. 

“‘I tell you the truth,’ [Jesus] said, ‘this poor widow has put in more than all the 

others.  All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put 

in all she had to live on’” (vv. 3-4).  Jesus sees something in the widow’s gift that he 

doesn’t see in the rich people’s.  Now, sure, there’s a lesson here about giving – that 

everybody should be giving of their money even if they don’t have much and that as I. 

Howard Marshall puts it, “What matters is not the amount that one gives but the amount 

that one keeps for oneself.”
3
  God doesn’t care necessarily how much money you give, 

but how sacrificially you give and what your motive is.  So if you claim Jesus as your 

Lord, is he the Lord of your finances?  Do you cheerfully give even if you have very little 

and do you give so much that it actually affects your lifestyle choices?  That message is 

definitely in this text. 

But I don’t think it’s really so narrow as to be just about the fact that God wants 

us to be generous with our money.  I think that monetary giving here is symbolic of 

service overall – the kind of service and the kind of servants that the Lord is pleased with.  

What do you make of the fact that Jesus isn’t impressed with impressive teachers of the 

law and the big-giving rich people, but finds the actions of this insignificant, poor widow 

who gives all she has to live on to be noteworthy?  What does that say?  I think this is a 

call out to all the nobody’s, the people everyone just dismiss as of no importance – the 

people that everyone says won’t amount to much or can’t contribute much – that your 

contribution can be of immense value.  The Lord Jesus rejects smug dignitaries and 

dignifies sold-out rejects.   

The real high-flyers in the Lord’s book are the people the world ignores, but who 

quietly give all they have to God.  This woman didn’t toot her own horn; she just wanted 

to give what she had to God.  Jesus could care less about the vain “important” people.  

Jesus prefers the nobodies, the people the world would never think could be of 

significance.  He doesn’t measure success like the world measures it.  He delights to use 

the sold-out rejects of this world to turn it upside down.  If that’s not comforting and 

exciting to you then you should probably re-evaluate your skewed image of yourself and 

your motives for serving God. 

As I was preparing this message I really felt like the Holy Spirit wanted to use me 

to speak a specific word to some people today.  Many of you in this church may find 

yourself at that stage where you’re figuring out what you’re supposed to do with your 

life.  Some of you are really confused.  You look at your life and don’t see anything 

special (in the way you’ve been trained to think of special).  You compare yourself with 

other people and are intimidated.  You don’t feel like you’ve got the looks, the talents, 

the intelligence, ____ [you fill-in the blank] to really be more than mediocre and so you 

want to just slide through life unnoticed.  Maybe you’re just timid or broken.  If you feel 

in anyway like that, Jesus is saying to you, “Great!  You’re just the kind I love to use!  

Give me all you got!  Do what you can do well and I will notice and I will count that as 

of more value than all the people the world or even the church is patting on the back.” 

Some of you here today may find yourself somewhere down the road of life and 

you just look at your life maybe with some regrets or maybe you’ve just found yourself 

someplace you never thought you’d be.  You’re not the person with the good job, the 
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husband or wife with 2.2 kids and a nice home where everyone smiles all the time.  

Maybe there’s pain, maybe disappointment, maybe a sense of scorn or being looked 

down upon by those around you.  You get a little depressed when you look at your life 

and see it hasn’t turned out anything like you had expected and you want to believe the 

lies that say, “Wasted!  What a waste!”  Jesus is saying today, “Perfect!  Just what I can 

use!  Give me your life and I will be pleased to use it!” 

So you can be naturally gifted and well-off and have everything we normally 

associate with important people and humbly give all your life to God (although it’s really 

hard and really rare).  At the same time you can also be poor and a misfit and react with 

bitterness and self-pity and not give your life to God and that’s no better.  But wherever 

you find yourself today I want to encourage you to go in 100%, be sold out for the Lord.  

You don’t have to have it all together.  There’s nobody he won’t use.  And he delights to 

use the rejects more than the ones with it all together in the world’s eyes.  Be encouraged 

and be challenged to give it all.  No one should see his or her life as inconsequential, but 

decide right now to use whatever the Lord has given you in joyful service to Him. 

 

Conclusion 
Jesus is Lord and in his kingdom there is no rank.  Everyone equally owes him 

allegiance and devotion.  “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 

female, [important nor unimportant, cool nor nerd, talented nor average, rich nor poor, 

married nor single/divorced/widowed, smart nor slow] for you are all one in Christ Jesus” 

(Gal. 3:28).  God delights in those who the world overlooks and despises.  If they give all 

they have in service to the Lord it’s infinitely better than someone with oodles of natural 

abilities and gifts trying to pass off half-hearted, self-seeking shows as devotion to the 

Lord.  Remember: The Lord Jesus rejects smug dignitaries and dignifies sold-out 

rejects. 

 At this time let’s reflect on these marvelous truths of Scripture and prepare our 

hearts for the Lord’s Table – a table where we come together as a family and remember 

the Lord’s sacrifice of his body and blood on the cross that covers all without distinction 

and allows us to come to him on equal footing. 

 

Benediction 
May you have a clear vision of the Lord Jesus Christ reigning in glory and may you give 

your whole life to him. 
 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday afternoon, May 1, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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