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 It’s April 24
th

.  That means most of us filed our taxes somewhat recently.  How 

many people here filed taxes this year?  How many people owed money?  How many 

people got a refund?  Yeah?  Cool!  How many people have ever cheated on their taxes 

(just kidding)?  Now, let’s see a show of hands – how many people thought about God as 

they were signing their 1040s?  “Thought about God?  Are you kidding?  How can I 

possibly think about God while doing something as mundane and obligatory as paying 

my taxes?” 

 Now, it’s the week after the Weekend To Remember marriage conference that 5 

IBC couples went to last weekend.  How many of you were there?  Let’s see a show of 

hands.  Now raise your hand if you’re married, but didn’t make it to the conference.  Now 

raise your hand if you’re engaged to be married.  Now raise your hand if you’re not 

married now, but you’re interested in possibly being married someday.  Now did all you 

single guys with your hands raised notice all the single ladies who raised their hands (just 

kidding)? 

Why did you get married or why do you want to get married?  It won’t last 

forever.  It’s supposed to last a lifetime, but this passage we’re looking at today in Luke 

tells us that it won’t last past death.  You won’t be married in heaven.  When you die, 

that’s the end of your marriage.  Another place in the Bible Paul says, “Those who marry 

will face many troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this” (1 Cor. 7:28b).  Is that 

not true, married folk?  Marriage is hard.  Nobody gets married for the troubles and the 

heartache.  So why do people get married?  Well people get married for a variety of 

different reasons – companionship, have kids, have sex,… to get a tax deduction. 

These are all appropriate reasons in their proper place (except maybe that last 

one), but if that’s the ultimate reason you got married, that’s kind of pathetic; you’re 

missing it.  How many of you got married, are getting married, or want to get married for 

the ultimate purpose of knowing God better, serving God more effectively, and 

conforming to the image of God more fully?  In other words, do you see marriage as a 

means to an end of greater godliness, greater joy in God or as an end in itself? 

Jesus is addressing in today’s passage from the Bible how we should properly 

view two fundamental social institutions, two basic aspects of life that affect the way we 

live to some extent every minute of every day – government and marriage.  Jesus is 

talking about the bread and butter of daily life in this material world and how it has 
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everything to do with God.  It’s not separate from God.  There is no sphere of life outside 

the realm of God.  There’s a way to pay your taxes for God and view your marriage as 

being for God.  God has everything to do with the rudimentary stuff of earth.  He 

permeates all of life and all of life is rightfully lived under and in and for him.  Does that 

sound intriguing?  To some of you it may not be a huge surprise when you think about it, 

but you don’t normally think about it.  I want to help you see things from this angle. 

Now the context where we find this life-shaking stuff is in Jesus’ teaching times 

at the temple in Jerusalem during the last week of his life.  He’s a man who’s been born 

for one thing – to die in Jerusalem.  He’s made his way there and we’ve followed along 

with him, noticing what he taught about life and faith and God and following him.  Now 

he’s within days of his bloody crucifixion on the cross to make salvation – forgiveness, 

reconciliation, restored relationship with God – possible.  And as he teaches his enemies 

are grower hotter and hotter and more set in their resolution to snuff this guy out.  

Something has to be done and something’s going to be done very soon. 

As we began to see two weeks ago in the first part of chapter 20 and as Stan 

pointed out very clearly last week, Jesus is locked in a power struggle with the religious, 

cultural, and political leaders of his day.  They are offended by his outlandish claim to 

authority.  The big question here is what are you going to do with Jesus; will you submit 

to his authority?  But also along the way we can glean nuggets of truth from Jesus’ 

clashes with his opponents.  Two weeks ago we paid close attention to Jesus’ method of 

interaction – he answered questions with questions and we surmised that he must have 

been modeling something for his followers and Luke must have wanted his readers to 

notice it and apply it.  Question; cut to the heart of those who are hostile to Jesus’ 

authority with questions.  Have you tried that out any over the past couple of weeks? 

Today we’ll see Jesus employing that same method again, but we’re going to pay 

close attention to the content of his clever and profound responses.  So Jesus is about to 

die because people are bitterly resistant to his absolute authority and Jesus utilizes a 

unique method in interacting with those who oppose him, but during the process we also 

get to see Jesus’ radical perspective on things like government and matrimony.  In short, 

what Jesus says and what we need to hear is just this: participate in the things of this 

world with a mind to the next. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

God & Government 

 Jesus has repeatedly deflected the attacks of his detractors throughout the book of 

Luke, outwitting anyone seeking to trap him or discredit him.  But now the attacks are 

escalating.  Boom, boom, boom people are coming into the ring and Jesus is sending 

them out clearly beaten.  Now we read, “Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, 

who pretended to be honest” (v. 20a).  They’re pulling out all the stops – undercover 

agents who are supposed to infiltrate the crowds and pose as genuinely inquisitive people.  

But Luke tells us, “They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said so that they might 

hand him over to the power and authority of the governor” (v. 20b). 

 Okay, so right away we see their objective – trip him up with a political question; 

get him to side with the political dissidents and draw the ire of the Roman governor, 

Pilate.  Hopefully they can get him killed as an insurrectionist, a threat to the Roman rule.  
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Do you see their tactic here?  They also employ the technique of flattery – “So the spies 

questioned him: ‘Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that you 

do not show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth’” (v. 21).  

How obvious is it that they’re buttering him up?  And then, finally, they ask, “Is it right 

for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” (v. 22). 

 They pretend to be genuinely curious about a current ethical issue – “Can a good 

Jew rightfully participate in a secular, foreign, pagan government by paying the annual 

poll tax?  I mean how can we be a part of something like that?”  All the while under their 

breath they’re saying, “We’ve got him here.  He can’t say yes without appearing to be a 

traitor and when he says no, well, we’ll turn him in as a traitor.”  Roman taxation was a 

hot-button issue.  The American Revolution was not the only revolution spawned by the 

issue of taxation (taxation without representation), it had fueled a major revolt early on in 

Jesus’ lifetime
1
 and eventually played a major role in the gigantic showdown of AD 70.  

This tax was an annual reminder that Israel was under subjection to Rome and not 

autonomous.  It was a painful and emotional reminder.  The tax was hated by 

nationalistic Jews. 

But Jesus knows the proverb, “A flattering mouth works ruin” (Prov. 26:28) and 

“he saw [right] through their duplicity and said to them, “Show me a denarius [a silver 

Roman coin worth about a day’s wage and used to pay the Roman poll tax – a tax that 

went directly to Caesar]” (v. 24a).  Evidently they had one on them because they 

immediately present it to Jesus.  But as soon as they pulled that out they were busted.  

Jesus had them.  “Okay, so I see you carry this currency and use it.”  “Whose portrait and 

inscription are on it?” (v. 24b).  With an acknowledgment of impending defeat in their 

voice they say, “Caesar’s.”  “Very well then,” he said to them, “Give to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s” (v. 25). 

Masterful!  Do you see what is going on here?  “Jesus’ reply is clever, for in 

asking them to show him a coin, he gets them to acknowledge Roman sovereignty even 

before he gives an answer.”
2
  If you have a dollar and want to take it out it may help you 

understand what’s going on here.  Just like a denarius this has a picture of a civic leader – 

our first president, George Washington.  It also has an inscription of sorts – “Federal 

Reserve Note,” “The United States of America,” “Secretary of the Treasury,” and things 

like that.  It even has some sort of civil religion propaganda just like a Roman coin would 

have had – “In God We Trust” (whatever that’s supposed to mean).
3
 

The fact that you have something like this in your wallet shows that you live 

under the authority of the United States government and that you enjoy the benefits of its 

existence – a regulated currency, a minimum wage, a federally controlled interest rate, a 

system of laws governing commerce, etc…  Government pays a huge role in your 

everyday life and you benefit from it, therefore you are obligated to pay your taxes and 

abide by its rules.  If anyone here has ever received a Stafford or Perkins loan, subsidized 

housing, drives on a paved road, has clean drinking water or safe food, has experienced 

protection from police, and I could go on and on all day, then you have an obligation to 

pay your taxes without complaining. 

This is essentially what Jesus is saying to his attackers in disguise – “If you use 

the Roman currency and enjoy the benefits of the Roman government (roads, order, even 

the rebuilt Temple constructed by Herod), then you’re obligated to contribute the 

required taxes.  Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s due,” AND (he doesn’t stop there) at the 
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same time give “to God what is God’s” (v. 25).  The two are not mutually exclusive!  

Now we know that “the earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who 

live in it” (Ps. 24:1), in fact each and every human being bears the image of God himself 

(cf. Gen. 1:26ff) so utmost glory and honor and praise and worship is due unto God; he 

rightfully deserves all of our devotion and life. 

We must give to God what is due him and get this: Jesus says this is compatible 

with, yea concurrent with, giving to Caesar what is due him.  You can love and serve and 

honor and reverence God and at the same time submit to and comply with and fulfill your 

obligations to secular government.  Actually, part of the way you love and serve and 

honor and reverence God is by submitting to government.  The two are not separate or 

exclusive.  You do the latter by doing the former. 

The apostles Paul and Peter flesh out a little more the principle that Jesus is 

expressing here.  Paul says in Rom. 13 – “Everyone must submit himself to the governing 

authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established.  The 

authorities that exist have been established by God.  Consequently, he who rebels against 

the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted… This is also why you pay 

taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing.  Give 

everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if 

respect, then respect; if honor, then honor” (vv. 1-2, 6-7).  Peter says in 1 Peter 2 – 

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether 

to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish 

those who do wrong and to commend those who do right” (vv. 13-14). 

God has set up secular governments to be his agents of restraining evil in this 

world and has told Christians that they of all people should recognize this God-ordained 

authority structure and submit to it for the Lord’s sake.  As St. Augustine once said, 

“[Christians] are to be the best of citizens.”
4
  So you can make country into an idol 

thereby insulting the King of the Universe or you can neglect it and subvert it thereby 

disregarding God’s divine order and disobeying him.  An example of the former would 

be to let patriotism trump faith (God is not an American God, he’s the God of America… 

and France and Germany and Uganda and Malaysia and Guatemala…).  We can see this 

all around us in the syncretistic brand of civil religion that worships America in the name 

of some generic god.  Many Christians are guilty of this.  Some examples of the latter 

(disregarding your obligation to state) would be joining an anarchist militia, refusing to 

vote, bad mouthing the cops when they pull you over for speeding, wiggling out of jury 

duty, or even something like cheating on your taxes. 

You can’t submit to God and give him the worship that he’s due if you don’t 

submit to the governing authorities he has placed in your life.  The civic part of your life 

can’t be separated from God.  So by living under the political authority you are living 

under God’s authority.  And you can recognize God’s order and sovereignty and common 

grace in the institution of government.  Did you ever think that something like paying 

your taxes was a spiritual experience?  Does this change your perspective on anything? 

 

God & Marriage 
 Well, Jesus’ response of “submit to God by submitting to country” was so 

cleverly worded that “they were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public.  

And astonished by his answer, they became silent” (v. 26).  So here comes the next round 
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of attacks: “Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with 

a question” (v. 27).  Now the aristocratic, educated, wealthy, priestly class feels that if the 

Pharisees and Herodians couldn’t get this done, then they would have to step in and get 

this Jesus guy once and for all by making a mockery of his theological beliefs. 

This is the first and only time the party of the Sadducees is mentioned in Luke’s 

Gospel.  The Sadducees, you have to understand, were sophisticates.  One person has 

called them “ancient modernists”
5
 because they represent in the first century the 

philosophy that has won the day with modernism’s elites today, that is naturalism – the 

idea that matter is all that really exists.  This worldview is summed up best by Carl 

Sagan’s slogan – “The Cosmos is all that is or ever was or ever will be.”  Here Luke tells 

us simply that the Sadducees didn’t believe in the resurrection – that our bodies will be 

raised again after death – and Luke tells us more in Acts 23:8 – “the Sadducees say that 

there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees 

acknowledge them all.”  I can’t resist… that’s why they’re sad, you see. 

Well, in Jesus’ teaching he has clearly talked about the afterlife and heaven and 

hell (i.e. 16:19-31) and has acknowledged demons and angels (i.e. 9:1; 12:8) so the 

Sadducees who think that’s all just a bunch of superstitious hogwash ask him, 

“Teacher… Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no 

children, the man must marry the widow and have children for his brother” (v. 28).  Now 

I should also mention that the Sadducees gave special preference to the Torah, the first 

five books of the Bible and took the rest of the Writings and the Prophets with a grain of 

salt.  Here they’re referring to an OT law found in Dt. 25:5 which referred to the practice 

called levirate marriage.  We may find it weird today but it makes sense for a culture 

where carrying on the family name and women bearing children was so important. 

Now Leon Morris says that “by New Testament times this custom seems to have 

fallen into disuse, so… the question [that follows] was an academic one.”
6
  But they ask 

him anyway because they think it demonstrates perfectly how ridiculous the idea of a 

resurrection is.  “Now there were seven brothers.  The first one married a woman and 

died childless.  The second and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven 

died, leaving no children.  Finally, the woman died too.  Now then, at the resurrection 

whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?”  Did you follow along with 

the scenario that they were trying to set up?  Darrell Bock comments that “the 

superstitious person might wonder whether marriage to this woman was hazardous to 

one’s health!”
7
  But in such a case does this mean that one woman will have seven 

husbands in the age to come?  It’s a preposterous thought! 

Jesus doesn’t blink at their argument because he recognizes it as flawed.  They 

don’t get what life will be like in the age to come.  Matthew has Jesus saying, “You are in 

error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God” (Mt. 22:9).  Here 

“Jesus replied, ‘The people of this age marry and are given in marriage [that’s a valid 

social institution ordained by God; cf. Mt. 19:4-6].  But those who are considered worthy 

of taking part in that age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be 

given in marriage [marriage is a temporary, earthly institution that will not continue in 

heaven], and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels.  They are God’s 

children, since they are children of the resurrection’” (vv. 34-36). 

So how do you feel about that assertion?  In those days it might not have been a 

huge deal to some.  It was a time of widespread arranged marriages and many times, not 
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all, but many times marriage was more like a business partnership.  But today where, 

rightly I believe, we put such an emphasis on romantic love and marriage is seen as a 

loving relationship this sounds a little depressing.  I’ve got to admit that I’ve had a hard 

time with this.  “You mean to tell me that when I get to heaven Andrea – the person with 

whom I’m the closest and love the most of anyone on earth – won’t be my wife anymore?  

That doesn’t seem right!”  But I think this feeling stems from a slight distortion of what 

marriage is all about and from a gross underestimation of what heaven will be like. 

The state of existence there will be so radically altered.  Jesus says that those who 

are counted worthy (by living a transformed life of faith in Jesus) once they are 

resurrected “can no longer die.”  Death will be swallowed up in victory, mortality will be 

clothed in immortality (cf. 1 Cor. 15:54).  Therefore there will no longer be a need for 

procreation to keep the human race alive as there was before, which was one of the 

reasons for marriage in the first place.  That need won’t be there anymore.  Now I know 

what some of you are thinking right now.  You won’t say it, but you’re thinking, “Does 

that mean there won’t be any sex in heaven?  How could it be heaven then?”  I like what 

C.S. Lewis says about this: 

 

I think our present outlook might be like that of a small boy who, on being 

told that the sexual act was the highest bodily pleasure, should 

immediately ask whether you ate chocolates at the same time.  On 

receiving the answer “No,” he might regard absence of chocolates as the 

chief characteristic of sexuality.  In vain would you tell him that the reason 

why lovers in their [bodily] raptures don’t bother about chocolates is that 

they have something better to think of.  The boy knows chocolate: he does 

not know the positive thing that excludes it.  We are in the same position.  

We know the sexual life; we do not know, except in glimpses, the other 

thing which, in Heaven, will leave no room for it.
8
 

 

That other thing will be the sheer, unmitigated delight in God’s presence that will 

so overwhelm us with pleasure and ecstasy that we will desire nothing else.  I don’t think 

we understand well enough (we’ll never be able to understand it completely this side of 

heaven) what God has prepared for those who love him.  For those who are in Christ 

Jesus through faith there will be a day when our bodies will come back together and will 

be like Jesus’ body was after he was resurrected and we will be with the Lord forever, 

feasting on the abundance of his house, drinking from his river of delights.  And we will 

be like the angels, falling down on our faces before the throne and worshipping God in 

rapturous delight.  Jesus includes the reference to the angels here as a subtle correction to 

the Sadducean theology.  And all will be God’s children in perfect filial harmony with 

each other and with their Father. 

So if marriage is a temporary institution that is rendered unnecessary after death 

and in our resurrected bodies in the new heavens and earth where we will be perfectly 

savoring the glory of God with all our brothers and sisters in Christ throughout the ages, 

then what does that imply the primary role of marriage is on earth?  I would say – nothing 

short of preparing us to meet God.  Just like with government you can make marriage 

into an idol thereby rejecting the great Lover of our souls or you can neglect it and 

subvert it thereby disregarding God’s divinely ordained picture of Christ and the church 
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and spurning his beautiful means for refining us and teaching us about love.  An example 

of the former would be to let family trump faith (if your husband or your wife is the 

reason you live, your source of joy and meaning and purpose, then something has gone 

desperately wrong).  We can see this all around us in the warped messages of our culture 

and it’s even a subtle danger in the things like what we went to last weekend – Christian 

ministries that focus on the family, but fail to explicitly point to the ultimate purpose 

behind it – God himself!  Some examples of the latter (dishonoring marriage) would be 

things like divorce, allowing your marriage to grow cold, failing to pray together, 

stopping trying to spur one another on to deeper intimacy with God, etc... 

Your marriage won’t last beyond the grave, but your relationship with God will.  

If your marriage is not heightening your knowledge of and appreciation for and delight in 

God, then something’s out of whack somewhere.  I like to call marriage the great crucible 

of sanctification and Spencer and Ronnie and I have talked about this in our pre-marital 

counseling sessions.  It’s a place where God gives you someone else to get way inside 

your heart and soul and cut away the sin that’s there that you wouldn’t have known about 

if you hadn’t been married.  May God be pleased to use the marriages in this church to 

make the husbands and wives people who are considered worthy of taking part in that age 

and in the resurrection of the righteous.  Anything less is really pointless. 

 

There’s More To Life Than Just This 

 Now I’m aware that someone may be here who still doesn’t find it convincing that 

there is a God behind governments or an afterlife where we will continue in one of two 

places – heaven or hell.  That’s not uncommon: 

 

• Hollywood great Katharine Hepburn died on June 29, 2003, at the age of 96.  In a 

1990 interview, Hepburn told The Associated Press: “I’m what is known as 

gradually disintegrating.  I don’t fear the next world, or anything.  I don’t fear 

hell, and I don’t look forward to heaven.”
9
 

• Natalie Portman, the actress who played in Star Wars and Garden State says she 

is uncomfortable with the notion of life after death.  She says, “I don’t believe in 

that.  I believe this is it, and I believe it’s the best way to live.”
10

 

• Former NFL player Pat Tillman who after 9/11 had volunteered for the Army 

Rangers and was killed in action in Afghanistan, was eulogized by friends, family 

and the famous at a memorial service in his hometown of San Jose, California.  

His brother, Richard, stood before the gathering in a white T-shirt and jeans and 

made a shocking admission: “It was amazing to be his baby brother,” he said, 

voice shaking. “He was a champion.  And Pat was not religious, so he’s not with 

God, he’s just (expletive) dead.”
11

 

• In an interview with Kevin Costner concerning his movie Dragonfly, Holly 

McClure asked Costner if he believed in heaven.  He replied: “I desperately want 

to!  I mean, I really want to believe that a part of me will continue on after this life 

and that there’s more to me and to this life than just what’s here on Earth.  Yes, I 

want to believe.”
12

 

 

Maybe you’re a modern Sadducee or maybe you’re more like Kevin Costner and 

you desperately want to believe there’s something more, but you’re just not sure.  Listen 



8 

to the words of Jesus in vv. 37-38.  Now remember, Jesus is interacting with the 

Sadducees who didn’t believe in the resurrection or angels or the spirit world and who 

were religious in a sense – they were moral, upstanding citizens and they claimed to 

believe in the Torah, the first 5 books of the Bible.  It’s true that the concept of the 

afterlife isn’t really talked about too much in the OT, although it’s definitely there in 

several texts without a doubt (i.e. Job 19:26; Ps. 16:9-11; Isa. 26:19; Dn. 12:2) and it’s 

hinted at everywhere.  But Jesus doesn’t go to Daniel 12 or Job 19.  He appeals to his 

skeptics on their own turf.  He goes to Ex. 3:6.  His use of Torah is intentional. 

He says, “But in the account of the bush [that is Moses’ encounter with God in the 

burning bush], even Moses [the author of the Torah/Pentateuch] showed that the dead 

rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob.’  [Therefore] he is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are 

alive” (vv. 37-38).  When God reveals himself in Ex. 3:6, long after the patriarchs have 

died, he doesn’t reveal himself saying, “I was the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob.”  To us, they our long dead.  But to God they are alive, 

experiencing a continued, conscious existence.  God himself says so in the Torah.  God 

continues to be their God, even today. 

It must be made clear that the biblical hope is not the immortality of the soul – 

that we die and our spirits live forever in some ethereal heaven in the clouds.  We also 

can’t misconstrue v. 36 to say that we become angels when we die (thank you Bugs 

Bunny and It’s A Wonderful Life).  This text affirms that our souls continue to live after 

our bodies die, but the full biblical hope is that at the end of the age our souls will be 

reunited with our bodies and they will be in such a glorified state that we won’t be able to 

die, we won’t need to be married, we will be like the angels, and we will enjoy sweet 

communion with God and all his other children forever.  Jesus uses the Torah to prove 

the continued existence of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob even after their bodies were buried.  

And if their spirits live on, then the final hope of the resurrection must also be true. 

If you believe in the Bible, then this is enough to be a reminder that there’s 

something more; I must live my life in light of eternity.  But if you don’t necessarily take 

the Bible as the final authority, I want to appeal to you on your own turf.  You know deep 

down in the core of your being that we were meant to live forever.  When someone dies, 

especially someone close to you, everything within you cries out, “This is not the way it’s 

supposed to be!  This is not right!”  You’re uneasy at the sight of corpses.  You avoid 

thinking about death as much as possible.  You run from nursing homes and are obsessed 

with youth.  You dye your hair.  You exercise and eat right to delay the inevitable.  Our 

society spent over 8 billion dollars last year on things like liposuction, face lifts, nose 

jobs, and other plastic surgery-type procedures.
13

  Our actions betray the fact that we 

know death isn’t right. 

Well, the Bible says that the way things are is not how things were supposed to be 

in the beginning, but sin has come in and messed it all up.  Death is a result of sin.  And 

the good news is that God sent his Son as a man to pay the price for sin and make eternal 

life possible for those who trust in him.  There’s a way out!  There’s a guaranteed remedy 

for death.  Jesus proved this by rising from the dead himself!  Don’t run from death any 

more.  There’s a solution to the problem you’re trying to ignore.  Jesus says, “I am the 

resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and 

whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?” (Jn. 11:25-26). 
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Conclusion 
There is an ultimate reality behind everything we see and experience here on 

earth.  Everything screams out for something more.  Even when you enter into the voting 

booth or kiss your spouse you are standing on holy ground.  Do you see the unseen?  Let 

me tell you there will be only one go round at this life and then you will find yourself 

facing judgment.  “Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment” (Heb. 

9:27), the Bible says.  Then the question will be, “Did you participate in the things of this 

world so as to prepare yourself for the next?” 

I want everyone to leave here saying, “I wanna live for God in all things, 

everything I do.  I don’t want to compartmentalize my life into God stuff and daily living 

stuff, faith and life, Christ and paying my taxes or living with my spouse.  I want a view 

of God that pervades all of life, every ounce, every nook and cranny.  Something that 

holds all of reality together and brings meaning and purpose to even the mundane things 

like traffic lights and bank deposits and dating and doing the laundry.”  That’s the view 

of God that Jesus held and taught. 

So whether you pay taxes or marry or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of 

God!  Participate in the things of this world with a mind to the next. 

 

Benediction 
May you go forth from here seeing God in all things and doing all things for God so that 

your enjoyment of him may last FOREVER! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday afternoon, April 24, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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