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Introduction 

In my hands, I have a bill from Comcast.  When I first ordered their service, I 

asked them for any promotions I could get for ordering High Speed Internet from them.  

They said I could get the 1
st
 month, 6

th
 month, and 11

th
 month free.  It wasn’t the greatest 

deal, but I thought, “Hey, it was time to finally get connected after a long hiatus,” so I 

took it.  Now guess what happened when I got my first bill.  That’s right, surprise, 

surprise, it looked like Comcast billed me for the first month, even though it was suppose 

to be free.  Well, as it turned out, they did bill me correctly but that’s another story.  But 

at the time I felt gypped and wanted my money back.   

I know many of us here have experienced the same thing.  You get an Ameritech 

bill and they’ve overcharged you.  Or your bill from Nicor Gas has been outrageously 

high because they’ve been charging you your neighbor’s usage.  In all of these cases, a 

large company who has authority over your utilities has taken advantage of their power 

and used it against you.  The “man” has got you down and you’re trying to fight back. 

This struggle for power also happens in the work place, but it plays out a bit 

differently.  For example, smooth talkers who don’t do any actual work get promoted 

because they’re able to get in good with the managers.  Or say there’s a critical project 

and everyone on it is just looking to cover their own butt, so no work is actually getting 

done.  People want to keep or grow the power or authority they have in their niche at 

work and will fight tooth and nail to do it. 

But work isn’t the only place this happens.  It also happens with couples – 

marriage or dating.  The basis for this is Genesis 3:16 which is God’s curse on women.  It 

says, “Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”  So we see here 

that from the beginning because of sin, the relationship between husband and wife has 

become a power struggle; a struggle for who has the authority in the relationship.  Any 

married couple (unfortunately most of them are gone today) could tell you that this is 

true.  It doesn’t happen all the time, but there are times when husbands butt heads with 

their wives and at the core of it is this struggle for power. 

And most unfortunately, this struggle for power also happens within our churches.  

We see this most often when different church members have different ideas on how or 

what the church should be.  We see this when the pastor wants to take the church in one 

direction and some of the members disagree and want to take the church in a different 
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direction.  Or when two members disagree on what the Bible says on a certain issue and 

each feel that their view is the “biblical one.”  Now I’m not saying that we shouldn’t have 

these situations or that we should always choose one side over another.  What I am 

saying is that these situations come about because of our struggle for power.  We want to 

be the authority over certain areas in the church because we either want the authority or it 

directly affects our lives. 

As you can see, life is full of relationships and situations in which we struggle for 

power and authority.  Whether it be at work, at church, or in marriage, we all have 

experienced this.  So what are we to do about it?  Are we to continue fighting with our 

bosses or our wives or our fellow church members to see who has more authority in our 

life?  Well, let’s see what God has to say about this struggle in today’s passage from 

Luke which is a parable about tenant farmers.  As we go through this parable we’ll see a 

truth about Jesus that will help us think rightly about this struggle and what to do about it. 

But first before we get into this parable, let us pray and ask God to open our 

hearts and minds to hear his words and help us understand it so that we may live 

according to his words in our lives. 

 

Context 

As we get into this parable, we first need to understand its context.  For today’s 

parable, there are two parts to its context.  The first part is the parable’s literary context 

which means we need to see if its place in the Gospel of Luke has any significance to its 

message.  So if we take a quick look at the text before v. 9, we see Jesus duking it out 

with the chief priests and the teachers of the law.  The chief priests and the teachers of the 

law wanted to know why Jesus thought he was the man.  Or to use less slang, what 

authority did Jesus think he had so that he was doing the things he was doing and 

teaching the things he was teaching.  And as we heard from last Sunday’s sermon, Jesus 

answered their question with a question.  So we don’t really get to find out by what 

authority Jesus was doing things.  However, we see in verse 9 of today’s passage that 

Jesus went on to tell the people this parable.  So this week, we pick up again this question 

of authority and now Jesus actually answers the chief priests and the teachers of the law 

with this parable.  Thus we see that this parable’s placement in Luke has a lot to do with 

its message. 

The second part of its context is its historical context.  In order to help us better 

understand how the original hearers would have heard this parable, we need to 

understand some info on 1
st
 century Palestine.  1

st
 century Palestine was an agricultural 

based society.  That meant owning land was everything.  You were rich if you owned 

land and were poor if you didn’t.  Now for the rich who owned the land, they were rich 

and didn’t want to get their hands dirty so they rented their land to tenant farmers and 

spent much of their time on civic and religious affairs in the city (DJG 702).  And like 

today, because the rich had a lot of money, they had power which usually led to the abuse 

of tenant farmers and hired laborers.  The rich even thought that this kind of mistreatment 

was perfectly legal (DJG 702).  Understandably, the tenant farmers and other poor folk 

did not.  In fact, most of the people living in 1
st
 century Palestine were poor because only 

a small percentage of the population owned land.  One evidence of this is that Herod and 

later his family have been estimated to have owned more than half the land in his 

dominions (DJG 702).  This leaves only half for the rest of the population.  But even in 
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this, the established Jewish families owned the rest.  So you get the picture that society 

was shaped like an upside down funnel, where at the bottom were most of the people and 

then as you move it curves sharply so only a few are at the top. 

One picture that may help us understand the situation of tenant farmers in 1
st
 

century Palestine is the movie series “Roots.”  How many here have seen this movie?  

You can raise you hands.  Well if you haven’t seen it, it is about an African American 

man, Alex Haley, tracing his roots all the way back to Africa and then telling the story of 

his ancestors starting with his great-great-great-great-grandfather or something like that.  

I’m not sure about how many greats there are.  Anyways, around the middle of this 

series, we get to see the story of his family right after the civil war.  Lincoln had 

announced the Emancipation Proclamation during the war and now after the war all the 

slaves were free, including Haley’s great-great grandfather and his family.  Again, not 

sure about the greats.  Now even though they were free, the southern whites still owned 

all the land and charged them outrageous rent to keep them in a type of financial slavery.  

The whites would charge them more than they were making so the blacks would always 

be in debt and never be able to leave the plantation, let alone buy their own plot of land.  

The tenant farmer situation in 1
st
 century Palestine would have been similar.  They were 

at the mercy of the land owners because they didn’t have any land or money or political 

power.  All the cards were in the hands of the land owners and the tenant farmers could 

do nothing about it. 

 

Text 

Now that we know this parable’s literary and historical context, let’s try to 

understand its message as its original hearers would have understood it.  We see in vv. 9-

16 the parable itself.  I’m going to cover these details quickly because many of us have 

heard this parable before and even if we haven’t the details aren’t that hard to understand.  

Basically there was a man who owned a vineyard and he rented it out to some tenant 

farmers.  These farmers however were a bit unruly and tried to take over the vineyard by 

force.  They killed three of the man’s servants and eventually his son.  The reason they 

killed the son can be a bit confusing.  They thought that since the man was away they had 

a chance at getting the land if they killed his son.  This could only happen if the son was 

the only heir to the land and if the man died while he was away.  There were a lot of if’s 

to the tenant farmers’ plan so it was kind of a long shot.  But hey, if I had a shot at 

economic freedom after years of financial slavery, then yeah I would take it. 

And this is how most of the original hearers who were poor would have initially 

understood this parable.  Not all of the original hearers would have been poor, but a large 

portion of them would have.  They would have sided with the tenant farmers at first, 

because they understood first hand how the rich land owners were oppressing the poor.  

The tenant farmers in this parable were fighting against “the man” and they almost won!  

It was a power struggle that the masses of poor were familiar with.  But, we see in v. 16b 

that the people realized at the end of the parable the true meaning of it.  They cried out in 

dismay, “may this never be!” because they realized that this parable was really about 

themselves as the nation of Israel and their rejection of God’s prophets and of God’s Son.  

They are in dismay because their rejection will lead to God’s judgment on them as shown 

in vv. 15-16 where the owner of the vineyard who stands for God kills the tenants which 

stands for Israel.  Jesus reverses their expectation.  The people think he is a prophet for 
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the poor.  He has healed so many who were the bottom of society and has always sided 

with them.  So when he starts telling a parable about tenant farmers then for sure he’s 

going to make the tenant farmers the good example in it.  He’s definitely going to make 

the owner of the vineyard the bad guy.  But he didn’t.  Jesus goes against their pre-

conceived notions about him and he makes the tenant farmers the bad guys.  It’s not that 

he’s against the poor now.  It’s more, he is trying to teach the people about who he is and 

the authority and power given to him by God.  And he’s doing it by using a typical power 

struggle they are all familiar with. 

The teachers of the law and the chief priest were also part of the original hearers.  

But they hear something a bit different from the parable than the rest of the crowd.  Luke 

tells us in v. 19 that they knew Jesus had spoken this parable against them specifically.  

They knew Jesus was saying to them in a subtle way that they were going to try to kill 

him.  They also knew that Jesus was telling them indirectly that he was the Son of God.  

That’s what probably irked them the most.  They ask him by what authority he can do the 

things he was doing, expecting him to be caught in a bad position.  But he had turned the 

tables on them by asking them a question that made them look stupid.  Now he’s 

answering their question with a parable and indirectly telling them that he’s the Son of 

God.  So by killing him, they’ll bring judgment on themselves!  After hearing this, I bet 

they’re just steaming with anger thinking, “Who the heck does he think he is?”  They 

wanted to arrest him right away but they were afraid of the people. 

As we have gone over how these two types of hearers would have heard this 

parable, it also tells us something about how we could hear it.  We come to this parable 

with certain expectations, just as the original hearers did.  Probably many of us have 

come to this parable and thought, “I’ve heard this parable before and I know it means this 

and that.”  We have already placed in our minds the meaning of this parable right after 

hearing it.  This is natural and there is nothing wrong with doing that.  But in the midst of 

doing this, a danger lurks.  The danger happens when we close ourselves to hearing 

something outside of our expectations, when we dismiss anything that does not agree 

with what we know.  When we do this, we are not just dismissing what I say or what 

other people say, we are dismissing what God could say through someone else.  Just look 

at the example of the teachers of the law and the chief priests.  They were so sure that 

Jesus was just a carpenter from Galilee.  He was just an ordinary man who somehow got 

great throngs of people to follow him.  They were so sure that he could not possibly be 

the Messiah.  They were so sure of what they thought that anything Jesus taught or said 

was dismissed or seen as a threat.  Just look at their reaction to today’s parable.  All they 

saw was a threat to their authority and power.  They didn’t see Jesus warning them when 

he didn’t have to.  They didn’t see that he was really the son of God and not just a 

carpenter from Galilee.  They closed themselves to anything outside their expectations. 

And when we close ourselves to anything outside our expectations, we are really 

just trying to assert our power and authority over our own lives.  In a way, it’s about 

authority.  If someone says something to me that changes the way I see things in this 

world, then it tells me that the way I saw things isn’t right and it challenges my authority 

on how to see things.  The authority I have over my own life is shaken because I don’t 

have it all together.  I missed something that someone else was able to understand and it 

makes me feel kind of stupid and that I don’t really have the authority that I thought I 

had.  This feeling is something all of us struggle with.  We all want to control our lives.  
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We all want to have authority over our lives.  It is when we lose control, it is when we 

lose authority that we see how much we wanted it. 

One area that we see this is when we get wrongly charged on our utility bill.  It’s 

like my Comcast bill where I felt they didn’t give me the credit that they should have 

given me for the first month being free.  I felt gypped.  Some may say this feeling is born 

out of a sense of justice.  I was being treated unfairly and therefore my sense of fairness 

or justice kicked in.  But I think it was more out of a sense of authority.  I signed up for 

their deal and therefore high speed internet is now under the dominion of my authority.  I 

expect high speed internet to work at my condo for the price that I paid for it and if either 

of those expectation are not fulfilled then it is an affront to my authority.  If my high 

speed internet doesn’t work or if I’m paying more than I should then it says that I’m not 

really in control, Comcast is.  They are taking advantage of me.  They are taking the 

authority and control I have over my life away from me.  It’s a terrible feeling isn’t it? 

So coming back to the parable, Jesus is in a sense challenging the authority the 

people, the teachers of the law, and the chief priests thought they had over their lives.  He 

was challenging their expectations they had about him and how it affected them.  

Remember, this parable talks about who Jesus is and God’s judgment on those who 

would kill his Son.  This directly affected them and it even affects us today.  But the 

question is how.  How does the people’s, the teachers of the law, and the chief priest 

about Jesus directly affect them and the authority they wanted to have over their lives?    

 That’s the million dollar questions isn’t it?  Well, it all comes down to vv. 17-18.  

Let’s read it.  We see here that Jesus quotes to the people from Ps. 118 when they give an 

adverse reaction to his parable.  He quotes it to them because it tells them how his parable 

directly affects them.  The people are astonished and dismayed that the Son of God, i.e. 

the son of the owner, would be killed.  They all believe that when the Son of God came 

he would bring with him the end of the world.  Just think of how we think of Christ’s 

second coming and that’s kind of how 1
st
 century Jews thought about the Son of God’s 

first coming.  They couldn’t believe that the Son of God could be killed or even would be 

killed.  It was beyond their understanding. 

However, Jesus quotes to them this Scripture because he wants to show them that 

their expectation of what will happen to the Son of God is wrong.  There will be a 

reversal of their expectation.  The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone!  

They expect the Son of God to come and inaugurate the kingdom of God.  They believe 

he will literally flex his infinite power and rule over the whole earth, thus making the 

earth God’s kingdom.  But they were wrong.  The Son of God was going to be killed.  

And yet they were right, he was going to bring in the kingdom of God, just not in the way 

they expected.  So how was the Son of God going to bring in the kingdom of God when 

he was going to be killed?  By his death, he will become the capstone.  By his death, 

Jesus will become the stone that holds everything together.  The capstone was the stone 

that was essential for holding a building together.  So when Jesus alludes to becoming the 

capstone, he is basically saying that he will become the authority over all of life.  So to 

put it simply, Jesus will become the authority over all of life by his death!  In this way, he 

will bring in the kingdom of God.  In this way, the expectations the people, the teachers 

of the law, and the chief priests had about him affect their lives because their lives will be 

under his authority. 
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The same holds true for us.  Although we don’t have expectations about Jesus 

since we live after the crucifixion, we do believe certain things about him.  And what we 

do about our beliefs affects our lives.  Why does it?  Let me state this as clearly as 

possible.  Because Jesus has authority over all of life, we must either accept his authority 

or reject it. <repeat> This is the truth about Jesus that will help us think rightly about 

power struggles and how to rightly deal with them.  Our beliefs about Jesus affect us 

because we cannot escape his authority.  Jesus has authority over all of life, just like 

Comcast his authority over high speed internet.  We can’t escape it.  If we want high 

speed internet Comcast owns all the physical high speed lines in the Chicago land area so 

we must eventually go to Comcast if we want access.  Well this isn’t a perfect analogy 

because there are some ways to get around Comcast’s monopoly, but the gist of it is still 

the same.  We cannot escape Jesus’ authority. 

So things will really come to a head when we try to have authority over our own 

life.  All of us want to.  I think we established that a little bit ago.  So if we want authority 

over our life and Jesus has authority over our life, then we have a problem.  It’s the age 

old struggle for power.  Just like we struggle for authority at our workplaces, in our 

churches, and even with our spouses, we ultimately struggle for authority over our own 

lives with Jesus.  It’s a fact of life that we can’t escape.  Since Jesus died and rose again, 

his authority over all of life and our own is set.  There is nothing we can do about that.  

The only thing left for us to do is to either accept his authority or reject it. 

So let’s see some of the benefits of accepting his authority.  Let’s take a look at 

our relationship with other church members as an example.  If we accept Jesus’ authority 

over our own life, then we have security.  So when a brother or sister disagrees with us, it 

is not an affront to our authority.  We don’t have to get defensive or angry.  Jesus is the 

one who has authority not us.  Many times our disagreements and conflicts with other 

church members come about because we don’t acknowledge this.  We feel that a brother 

or sister is attacking us and our authority when he or she disagrees with us or is in 

conflict with us.  We don’t like it because we feel our authority or control over our own 

life is being challenged. 

In a way, it comes down to whether or not we accept Jesus’ authority over our 

own life or reject it.  Many of the conflicts that we have are due to our own desire for 

authority and control over our own life.  We want it and won’t let anyone take it away 

from us, even Jesus.  We reject Jesus’ authority because we are afraid to let go.  We are 

afraid to allow someone else to be the authority over our lives.  But the thing is the more 

we try to keep our authority and control, the more it slips away.  We cannot control 

everything around us, so there will always be times when something unexpected comes 

up that we weren’t prepared for.  Or someone in our life might act in an unexpected way.  

We are like broken jars that have little cracks all over it.  You pour water in us and 

there’s going to be a leak somewhere.  Yet, so many of us try time and time again to fix 

those cracks.  We want to be a whole jar with no cracks and give it everything we’ve got 

to become one. 

But you know what?  By ourselves it is an impossible task.  We can never fully 

fill in all the cracks.  Sure we can try and fill in all the cracks and there will even be times 

where we feel secure that everything is going great because we fix them all.  But 

inevitably, we will have missed one.  And when this one crack reveals itself, it inevitably 

brings more cracks to our life and soon we are leaking water like crazy. 
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So what can we do?  Are we stuck with lives that will always leak?  Not if we 

turn to Jesus.  Jesus is the only one who is able to fill in all our cracks.  He is able to do 

this because he is in control of all of life and has authority over all of it.  Nothing is 

outside of his authority and so if we give up our lives and authority to him, he will be 

able to keep us safe.  He is the only one who can do this because he is the only one who 

has ultimate authority. 

So the question now is do you trust him?  Do you trust Jesus with your life?  

Because after everything is said and done, this is the question you will have to ask 

yourself if you are deciding to either accept Jesus’ authority or reject it.  All of this comes 

down to trust.  Is Jesus trustworthy?  And I would have to say yes!  We have seen what 

sort of person he is throughout Luke.  We have heard other people give testimonies on 

how he is trustworthy.  And even for some of us, we have seen for ourselves that we can 

trust him with our life. 

But yesterday’s trust isn’t today’s trust.  In every new day, we have the choice of 

either trusting in him or not.  We have the choice of either accepting Jesus’ authority over 

our life or rejecting it.  So let us make the right choice and trust Jesus with our life.  He 

will not disappoint us for he is worthy of our trust.  He is the only one who has ultimate 

authority over all of life.  We no longer have to live in fear of things outside our authority 

if only we would accept his authority. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Stan Yee 

on Sunday afternoon, April 17, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for personal Bible 

study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who find fulfillment 

for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 


