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Introduction 
 Almost everyone agrees that there was an historical figure from the early part of 

the first century named Jesus – a Palestinian Jewish religious leader.  Not many people 

question that.  Again almost everyone who looks at history agrees that this man named 

Jesus was killed by the Roman government’s well-documented form of execution – 

crucifixion.  Those are pretty universally accepted facts. 

 Now we here at Immanuel Baptist Church have been going through this book 

written by a first century doctor named Luke that is very clearly making the case that 

Jesus wanted to get killed, that his premeditated goal in life was to go to Jerusalem, be 

turned over to the Romans, mocked, insulted, spit on, flogged, and nailed to a cross (cf. 

18:31-32).  Jesus is knowingly, willingly walking right into a death trap according to 

Luke and also three of his contemporaries who similarly wrote biographies of Jesus. 

 Now why would he do that?  Why would any man in his right mind see his life’s 

mission to undergo one of the most brutal forms of capital punishment known to 

humanity?  The uniform explanation of Christians down through the ages and today is – 

to provide salvation.  Christianity claims that Jesus’ death on the cross was for the 

purpose of saving sinful human beings by dying as their substitute, receiving their 

punishment, and securing their eternal life.  Salvation was the purpose of Jesus’ death 

according to Christianity. 

 Now we might ask the question, “Why salvation?  Why did Jesus come to die on 

the cross and provide salvation for us?”  Again, Christians have consistently answered 

this query with – “Because he loved us.  It grieves God to see his creatures bear the 

punishment for sin.”  “God is love” (1Jn. 4:16); “For God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” 

(Jn. 3:16); “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” 

(Jn. 15:13); God is “not willing that any should perish” (2Pet. 3:9).  This seems to be a 

biblical answer.  God loves us so much that he died on the cross to save us. 

 Now the problem is that many, if not most, Christians stop there.  They fail to ask 

the question, “Is that it?  Is that the ultimate reason why God would come up with such a 

plan to save sinful human beings?  Why is God grieved to see his creatures estranged 

from himself?  What is the ultimate motivation and explanation for the cross of Christ?”  

If we just stop at – “Because God loves us” – we have a very incomplete/deficient 
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picture; we have a very anthropocentric religion.  And don’t get me wrong, Christianity is 

(in the purest sense of the word) humanistic – that it recognizes and affirms the dignity of 

being human. 

 But really that’s just penultimate.  The ultimate end and purpose of the cross of 

Christ was to bring glory to God while bringing salvation to man.  The ultimate goal of 

Jesus’ death in Jerusalem in the 30s AD was to display God’s glory by revealing the 

depths of his mercy.  God’s ultimate motivation in salvation is not the benefit of man 

(although that’s definitely part of the deal), but it is primarily the glory and honor of his 

name.  Jesus died to procure salvation for men and women and praise for himself.  If you 

take that out of the equation you drastically gut the cross of its magnificence.  He is 

grieved when people don’t know him ultimately because his glory is defamed and 

insulted.  He is delighted to save us at such a cost to himself so that he can be marveled at 

among the peoples for who he is and so that people can experience the joy of knowing 

such a great God. 

 That’s the biblical framework for understanding the death of Jesus.  That’s huge!  

That changes things doesn’t it!  This part of the rationale has to be part of how salvation 

and the cross is explained if we’re to truly understand the significance of what it means to 

be saved and what happened in the death of Jesus.  So in short, what I desperately want to 

communicate to you this afternoon from these 20 verses in Luke is just this: the purpose 

behind God’s determination to save people by means of Jesus’ death on the cross 

was to display his own glory. 

 Now if that doesn’t quite seem right to you or if that concept is new to you, please 

hear me out and let me try to convince you from Scripture that this is how Jesus saw his 

mission, that it is how the earliest Christians understood the cross, and that this should be 

how we see it to.  And when we see it this way it becomes thrilling. 

 

Let’s pray and ask God to help us better understand his purposes… 
 

Jesus’ Arrival as a Dying King (vv. 28-40) 
 This is it, the time we’ve all been waiting for.  Jesus has just set out from Jericho 

and he’s making his final approach into the holy city of Jerusalem along with many other 

Passover pilgrims.  He’s surrounded by Peter and his other close disciples.  He’s just 

opened Bartimaeus’ physical and spiritual eyes and he’s following him along with others.  

He’s just sought out and saved the rich tax collector, Zacchaeus.  He just gave one last 

parable on discipleship that prepared his followers for a lifetime of faithful service.  Now 

the journey that officially began in chapter 9, verse 51 is coming to an end as the place of 

Jesus’ destiny comes into sight – Jerusalem, the City of King David. 

 The journey officially started in chapter 9, but Jesus’ fate in Jerusalem had been 

known by Jesus much before that.  Actually, it had been foretold and foreshadowed even 

before his birth throughout all the OT.  In fact, it had been planned in collaboration with 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit from before time began.  One thing 

we’ll notice in the chapters ahead and even in today’s passage is how this Passion 

narrative is fraught with OT allusions and quotations.  It’s all unfolding exactly according 

to plan. 

 Another thing we’ll notice is how Jesus is in complete control of everything.  He 

is guiding the process along every step of the way, even until he guides the swing of the 
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mallet as it viciously nails his hands and feet to a rugged cross.  We can see that a little 

bit here as he orchestrates his ride into the city for his bloody coronation ceremony.  He 

gets to the outskirts of two tiny villages at the Mount of Olives just to the east of 

Jerusalem and he orders two of his disciples: “go to the village ahead of you, and as you 

enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring it 

here.  If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it’” (vv. 

30-31). 

 What detail Jesus gives to his disciples!  It invokes a feeling of someone 

coordinating a military mission or an elaborate social function.  The text doesn’t 

specifically tell us if this is to be attributed to Jesus’ divine foreknowledge or whether he 

had made arrangements with people ahead of time and set-up a password of sorts.  Either 

way, it demonstrates that Jesus is in control, he’s thought this through, he’s executing a 

premeditated course of action. 

 “Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them.  As they 

were untying the colt, its owners asked them, ‘Why are you untying the colt?’  They 

replied [exactly as Jesus had instructed them], ‘The Lord needs it’” (vv. 32-34).  

Evidently there was no objection.  The colt was released.  Matthew and John make it 

more clear that this colt was a young donkey.  Several OT images are in play here (i.e. 1 

Kings 1:33) but most clearly this is hearkening to the messianic prediction in Zech. 9:9 – 

“Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  See, your king 

comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 

the foal of a donkey.” 

 Rejoice is exactly what people did.  They saw the connection.  This was the long 

awaited entrance of the messiah into the city of Zion.  You’ve heard of getting the royal 

treatment?  Well spreading out cloaks before someone was common regal fanfare (cf. 2 

Kings 9:13).  Now as they reached the top of the Mount of Olives which previously 

shielded their sight of the blessed city they got their first glimpse of Jerusalem, buzzing 

with Passover energy.  Commonly thought of as the naval of the world, Jerusalem was 

the center of Jewish economic, political, cultural, and religious life.  And the center of 

Jerusalem was the Temple.  And the center of the Temple was the Holy of Holies, where 

God himself was supposed to dwell. 

 And as they started their descent down the Mount of Olives, which meant that by 

this time they were merely a matter of minutes away from the city, the massive Temple 

complex was what dominated their view.  “The whole crowd of disciples began joyfully 

to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen [saying]: ‘Blessed is the 

king who comes in the name of the Lord!’ [a quotation from Ps. 118:26 where the king is 

leading pilgrims to the Temple with pomp and circumstance] ‘Peace in heaven and glory 

in the highest!’” (vv. 37-38). 

 Jesus is clearly entering the city of Jerusalem robed in all kinds of rich messianic 

imagery.  He’s entering as the king, the long awaited messiah!  “Some of the Pharisees in 

the crowd [of Passover pilgrims recognized this and were appalled so they] said to Jesus, 

‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples!’  ‘I tell you,’ he replied, ‘if they keep quiet, the stones 

will cry out’” (vv. 39-40).  Creation itself recognizes the significance of what is 

transpiring. 

Praise is definitely fitting because this was a glorious event.  In the words of Jesus 

recorded in John’s Gospel: “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified” 
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(12:23).  But, remember, it wasn’t completely understood yet why this was such a 

glorious event.  He’s coming to be crowned king… but with a crown of thorns.  He’s 

coming to be lifted up… to be hung on a cross.  This is a weird mixture between an 

inaugural procession and a funeral procession. 

Jesus is not riding a stallion; he’s humble, riding on an ass.  He’s not greeted with 

cheers from the Pharisees, the chief priests, the teachers of the law, or the leaders among 

the people, but rather the social misfits, the poor, and uncouth Galilean fishermen.  As 

he’s been saying all along, he’s arriving in Jerusalem to die.  Jesus, the king, “did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mt. 20:28).  

Even if people didn’t understand all of the nuances at the time, Jesus knew exactly what 

he was doing.  He was entering Jerusalem to die and make salvation possible.  That’s 

what we see in vv. 28-40. 

 

Jesus’ Sorrow Over the Lost (vv. 41-44) 
 Verses 41-44 gives us one of the most intimate looks into the heart of Jesus.  He 

was willingly entering Jerusalem to die and make salvation possible.  He wanted to do it.  

Why?  Because it broke his heart that his kindred, God’s chosen people, were lost.  He 

didn’t come as a king to conquer (the first time), he came to sacrifice his life for the 

salvation of lost souls and spare many the just punishment for their rebellion and sin by 

taking it upon himself. 

 Verse 41 shows Jesus’ sorrow over the lost.  “As he approached Jerusalem and 

saw the city, he wept over it.”  Can you picture it?  As he saw the panoramic view of the 

city and knew the corruption that had infiltrated it, he got choked up and began to cry.  

He knew the sin that had a stranglehold on the people living there.  He knew the sin that 

would cause the inhabitants to crucify him in a few short days.  He saw it and it made 

him weep, because he knew what that would mean for the city and the people living in 

the city.  He knew that sin deserved punishment. 

 He wept “and said, ‘If you, even you, had only known on this day what would 

bring you peace – but now it is hidden from your eyes” (v. 43).  They had repeatedly 

spurned God and they had forsaken him, the spring of living water, and dug their own 

cisterns, broken cisterns that could not hold water (cf. Jer. 2:14).  They killed the 

prophets and those sent to them (cf. 13:34-35) and now they were about to kill the 

innocent Son of God.  They did not, for the most part, recognize him standing right 

before their eyes so their punishment was imminent. 

 Jesus saw this.  He saw what would happen a few years later in 70 A.D. when the 

Romans would be God’s instrument of judgment like the Babylonians 600 hundred years 

earlier.  He saw how they’d squash the city, utterly destroying their grand Temple which 

has not been rebuilt to this day.  Jesus saw this and said, “The days will come upon you 

when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you 

in on every side.  They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your 

walls.  They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time 

of God’s coming to you” (vv. 43-44). 

 You’ve got to understand that Jesus is weeping as he says this and that Jesus is 

describing exactly what happened according to the records we have from the 1
st
 Century 

Jewish historian Josephus who chronicled the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D. 

nearly 40 years later.  The widespread rejection of Jesus, God incarnate, by most of the 
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Jews at that time sealed their fate and resulted in their judgment (and also played a role in 

God’s sovereign plan to extend his salvation beyond the borders of Israel to every nation 

on the face of the earth). 

 The truth is rejecting Jesus results in judgment.  Sin necessitates punishment.  

People who do not believe in Jesus as Messiah are lost apart from him… and that breaks 

his heart.  Can you see that displayed here?  Jesus has a heart for the lost.  He doesn’t 

reflect some calloused, hardened man who takes delight in other’s misfortunes and he 

doesn’t portray God as a God that maliciously delights in the damnation of lost souls.  

We see a very clear picture of a tender-hearted man who earnestly weeps for the lost, 

who is truly grieved at the blindness of sinful humans who cannot recognize God at work 

in him. 

 Persistent rejection of Christ results in ultimate judgment – eternity in hell.  It’s 

not a pleasant topic and it’s not politically correct, but that’s the way the world works.  

And that’s where everyone would go if it were left up to him.  But Christ lovingly, 

willingly, joyfully came to earth for the very purpose of dying for hell-deserving sinners.  

His heart was broken at the thought of people suffering the consequences of their sin, so 

he himself bore our sins in his body on the cross and experienced the agonies of eternal 

hell in our place, that is if we trust him as our Savior. 

 What a marvelous truth that should fill us with exuberance and cause us to tell 

others about this good news of salvation, of escape from God’s wrath.  And also, what an 

example of the kind of godly sorrow that we should have for the lost.  One person has 

said of evangelist D.L. Moody, “I never heard Moody refer to hell without tears in his 

voice.”
1
  Do you weep for the lost? 

 As you drive down 90/94 and get that first clear view of the grand skyline of 

Chicago, what runs through your mind?  Is it, “Wow, what a beautiful feat of 

architecture?”  Well, I think that’s appropriate, but also your thoughts should run to – 

“Wow, look at those millions of millions of people stacked on top of each other, living 

life without any clear purpose or meaning, on their way to an eternal hell apart from 

Christ.”  Does that thought cross your mind?  Is there sadness in your heart, a tear in your 

eye? 

 When you think of missions and pray for God’s work in countries like China, 

Taiwan, Sri Lanka, Thailand does your heart ache for the lost there?  K.P. Yohannan says 

that many times when he’s speaking he asks his listeners to hold their wrists and find 

their pulse.  Then he explains “that every beat they feel represents the death of someone 

in Asia who has died and gone to eternal hell without ever hearing the good news of 

Jesus Christ even once.”
2
 

As a church, do we really, truly weep for the lost living in the UIC area? 

 I know I don’t nearly as much as I should.  Jesus wept for the lost living in 

Jerusalem and he went straight to the cross to do something about it, to provide a way for 

lost sinners to be reconciled to God and escape hell.  We should weep for the lost living 

in our world and point them to the cross which can provide them a way to be reconciled 

to God and escape hell.  Let’s let this point sink in and ask God for a bigger heart for 

those who do not know Jesus. 

 

Jesus’ Zeal for God’s Glory (vv. 45-46) 
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 But there’s something else that I want to sink in even more.  There’s another side 

to the story that we don’t tell often enough.  As the culmination of a mission Jesus came 

into Jerusalem as the king to die for his people in order to save them.  That’s for sure.  

Jesus reveals his heart for the lost by weeping for them and the punishment that awaits 

those who refuse to recognize him as king.  That’s an amazing truth.  But what’s of 

utmost importance to understand is that Jesus’ and God’s motivation in saving sinful 

humans via the cross was not first and foremost out of love for human beings.  It was 

ultimately out of love for their own glory/recognition/fame/honor/reputation… however 

you want to say it. 

 What drives Jesus to the cross most forcefully?  God’s desire to be worshipped as 

the One who is impeccably just and infinitely merciful.  What grieves him most, more 

than the fact that his precious creatures are lost and will face the punishment?  It’s that 

God’s glory has been defiled.  Where do I get this from?  Look at vv. 45-46.  Where does 

Jesus go as soon as he arrives at Jerusalem?  To the Temple.  “Then he entered the temple 

area and began driving out those who were selling.  ‘It is written,’ he said to them, ‘My 

house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a den of robbers.’” 

 Jesus quotes from two OT passages (Is. 56:7; Jer. 7:11), one referring to the 

Temple’s purpose – to be a place of meeting with the Sovereign Lord – and the other 

referencing a past prophetic condemnation of the people’s defilement of the Temple with 

idols.  The bottom line is: God’s people have turned something sacred representing God’s 

very presence on earth into a commercial circus.  They irreverently set up shop on the 

Temple premises with no regard for God’s glory, just their own financial gain. 

Now the things being sold were needed for the sacrificial system – people could 

by animals like doves to meet certain requirements for sacrifice.  There was a whole 

currency exchange set up to convert money into the form needed to pay the temple tax.  

But the system wasn’t a service.  It had been turned into a business, a money making 

scheme.  The house of God which was built as a dwelling for God’s Name (cf. Dt. 12:5), 

a place of worship and prayer, had been perverted into a place to worship Money.  And in 

the process God himself was being defamed. 

This more than anything else outraged and grieved Jesus.  Sure he’s grieved that 

they were lost and on a collision course with judgment.  But more importantly he’s 

grieved that God’s name had been disregarded as the Holy One of Israel.  You have to 

understand – sin is deeper than merely breaking certain rules.  Sin is at its heart 

poopooing God’s glory, snubbing the most worthy object of affection.  Sin is saying to 

God, “You’re not glorious, beautiful, majestic, awesome, good, lovely, powerful, 

splendid, and infinitely valuable.  Sex is, money is, Hawaii is, power is, alcohol is, 

comfort is, fame is, sports are, education is…”  And we could go on down the list. 

But that’s a bold-faced lie.  God IS those things, and to think otherwise is to slap 

the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe on the face.  And how that grieves God’s heart 

infinitely more so than it grieves the heart of an Illini fan who knows his team is the 

greatest team in country, but is forced to listen to biased TV analysts rave about the ACC.  

“I am the Lord; that is my name!  I will not give my glory to another or my praise to 

idols” (Is. 42:8).  “For my own sake, for my own sake, I do this.  How can I let myself be 

defamed?  I will not yield my glory to another” (Is. 48:11). 

Jesus who once said, “I and the Father are one,” is filled with God’s holy zeal for 

God’s own glory and the first thing he does once entering into Jerusalem is make a b-line 
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to the Temple to drive out those selling, to purge the house of God of those polluting his 

worship with idolatry.  Jesus is acting like Phinehas in the OT book of Numbers who was 

outraged at the brazen sin present among the holy people and took drastic action.  A man 

paraded right in front of Moses and the priests at the Tent of Meeting where God’s glory 

dwelt with a Moabite women and took her back to his tent to have sex with her. 

Phinehas took a spear and ran to the man’s tent and thrust it into the couple in the 

act of immorality, killing them both.  And listen to what the Lord said to Moses about 

this – “Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, has turned my anger away 

from the Israelites; for he was as zealous as I am for my honor among them” (Nu. 25:11).  

The Bible is clear – God is zealous for his honor.  He can’t stand to have his name 

dragged through the mud.  He wants his glory and honor to be known and delighted in, 

reveled in, treasured, prized, relished, adored, savored.  Jesus demonstrates that very 

clearly here in his cleansing of the Temple. 

Now some of you may be saying to yourselves, “Okay Nathan, week after week 

you seem to always be making so much of God and you seem to make him out to be 

someone who is stuck on himself, full of himself.  Isn’t that a bit egotistical of God?  

Doesn’t this make God vain?  And isn’t vanity a vice?”  Good question!  If you’re 

thinking that then that means you’ve been paying attention and following along.  Most 

people brought up and pumped full of the man-centered garbage of modern 

evangelicalism initially find this truth hard to swallow, but allow me to quote something 

to you from a wise sage: 

 

God being the absolutely unique, infinitely valuable person in the universe 

has no choice but to make much of himself if he would be loving because 

the most loving thing that God can do is to give himself to me for my 

enjoyment.  And that is very egocentric of God.  To think that he is so 

great that he alone could satisfy my soul.  That’s simply the way God has 

to be.  Because he is the only source of my infinite satisfaction.  God is the 

one being in the universe for whom self-exaltation is the highest virtue and 

the most loving act he can perform, for if he were to make much of me… 

he would hate me!  But in making much of himself as the source of my joy 

he rescues me from all the other vain desires that I have.
3
 

 

For God to be passionate about his own unstained glory is the epitome of 

righteousness.  And for him to be so set on preserving and displaying his glory is the 

depth of love.  When you put it all together (Jesus willingly entering Jerusalem to die, his 

heart for lost people, his zeal for God’s name as represented by his Temple) we see that 

because God loves his glory so much, he loves us enough to save us at such a cost and 

open our eyes to behold his glory.  How glorious is that?!  “All have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God,” Romans 3:23 tells us.  But God didn’t leave it that way.  Romans 

3:24 tells us that he justifies those who have faith “freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”  Romans 9:23 tells us “he did this to make the 

riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy.” 

Sin is an affront to God’s glory.  God in Jesus loves lost sinners so much that he 

came to Jerusalem humble and riding on a donkey in order to die and rescue us, not so 

that we may marvel at how important and worthy we are, but so that we may marvel at 



8 

how awesome and merciful God is.  His name is proclaimed and recognized as the 

amazingly, infinitely awesome King of the Universe.  The purpose behind God’s 

determination to save people by means of Jesus’ death on the cross was to display 

his own glory. 

 

Conclusion 
 I see in this passage a direct application to this church and they way we should 

view the UIC area.  God has not opened our eyes ultimately to see the inherent worth of 

ourselves displayed by the fact that Jesus died for us.  Rather he has opened our eyes to 

see the ingrained sin that caused Jesus to have to be crucified.  And he has opened our 

eyes to behold the infinite worth of God that he would be so just and merciful as to take 

on flesh for us and our salvation and die in our place on the cross. 

Therefore, we don’t go down to the UIC area to make a name for Immanuel 

Baptist Church or Nathan Carter or Hobin Lee or Derick Africa.  We go there to preach 

Christ crucified and proclaim the glory of God displayed most mightily in the cross of 

Christ.  And we should weep for those who do not currently believe in Christ because 

they’re lost and on their way to hell, yes, but ultimately because they have blasphemed 

the great and glorious Lord.  They have exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 

health, wealth, sex, fame, education, status, and a whole host of other gods that are not 

gods at all. 

As we look out over the landscape of the UIC area our hearts should break that 

God is not glorified as God there.  Our passion should be to proclaim the name of Jesus 

and the glory of God and we should have a burden for his great renown there.  Our zeal 

must be to see the glory of God reverenced and experienced by the people who live there.  

They need to know the glory of the God who is so merciful that he sent his Son to earth 

to die and redeem a people that they might know his glory.  May he get much praise and 

worship as we move down there. 

As the Worship Team comes forward and the ushers come forward, let’s prepare 

our hearts to celebrate together a meal that Jesus commanded his followers to partake of 

until he returned in order to remember his sacrifice for them.  Today we remember this 

marvelous act of salvation that has rescued us from God’s righteous wrath and displayed 

his glory more clearly than anything else, and for that we give him glory.  If you are here 

today and you’re not sure if you’re a Christian, please just let the plates pass you by.  

That’s entirely okay.  This is a meal for those who call Jesus Lord and Savior. 

 

Benediction 
May you go forth from here singing a new song to God and to the Lamb, “You are 

worthy to receive glory and honor and power because you were slain, and with your 

blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation” 

(cf. Rev. 4:11, 5:9). 
 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday afternoon, April 3, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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