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Introduction 
 Christ is risen!  [He is risen indeed!]  Today is the day that the western church has 

set aside to celebrate and commemorate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead on 

a Sunday morning nearly 2000 years ago.  It’s a great annual tradition that causes us to 

focus special attention on one of the three most important days in the course of human 

history – the other two being the day Jesus was born to the Virgin Mary and the day he 

was crucified to atone for sins.  We need set reminders and for this reason I love Easter. 

 However, I just want to make note of the fact that there is no place in the NT 

where the church is commanded to celebrate Easter.  The closest thing is the assumption 

that believers will commemorate it every week by meeting on the first day (Sunday; the 

day Jesus rose from the dead) instead of the seventh day (Saturday; the Jewish Sabbath).  

But as far as an annual festival marking Jesus’ resurrection from the dead we get that 

from church tradition – which is not something to be taken lightly or shunned. 

 But this presented me with a bit of a dilemma as I tried to map out my preaching 

schedule.  I and the other elders at IBC believe very strongly that the ultimate and final 

authority for the church has to be the Bible – the written Word of God.  For that reason 

we believe strongly in preaching the Bible – not just preaching about the Bible or from 

the Bible on select topics (although this is not always wrong), but preaching as purely as 

possible exactly what the Bible says in the way the Bible says it with the structure the 

Bible adheres to.  The undiluted Bible, speaking for itself, must be the main diet for the 

people who desire to know and love the God of the Bible. 

 So for as long as I have been here we have been preaching straight through the 

book of Luke in the Bible, except for a few short breaks.  We’re following along with 

Luke’s God-breathed, authoritative order as he presents to us the story of Jesus which 

climaxes with the death and resurrection of Jesus in Jerusalem.  Now the dilemma comes 

in because in this process the divinely inspired account of Luke has not matched up 

perfectly with the church calendar – we got to Palm Sunday two weeks before we were 

scheduled to get to Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem in Luke’s narrative; ideally the 

resurrection account in Luke would fall on the same Sunday as Easter – but that’s not 

what happened. 

 Now if we were preaching through a book like 1 Chronicles or 1 Corinthians, then 

I probably wouldn’t have had much of a problem with taking a break and looking 

specifically at the Bible’s account of the resurrection of Christ on Easter Sunday.  But 
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since we’re in the midst of following along with Luke’s account of how Jesus got to the 

cross to jump ahead a few chapters to the crucifixion and resurrection accounts would be 

almost equivalent to taking out scissors, cutting, and pasting Luke and rearranging his 

orderly account to fit my agenda.  I’m uncomfortable with that; we’re going to stick with 

the Bible because our only source of revelation lies in this text in its final, canonical 

form. 

 So in a sense I’ve allowed the Word of God to trump church tradition today and I 

don’t really apologize for that.  But after saying all that, this sermon is still going to be an 

Easter sermon!  This passage provides a great opportunity to remind ourselves of the 

resurrection of Christ and the significance that event has on our life today.  I’m going to 

leave you in suspense until the end, however, before I show you exactly how this is 

undoubtedly an Easter sermon. 

 Luke, in putting together this Gospel in exactly the way God wanted it to be 

recorded, has been masterfully leading us to the grand finale – the cross and resurrection.  

Along the way he’s shown us how Jesus understood discipleship – that is what it takes to 

be his follower.  In short, it takes God-given, undivided faith in the mercy and majesty of 

God as shown in Jesus Christ.  But last week with the account of Zacchaeus’ salvation 

Luke has made it very clear that such faith results in a changed life.  To be a Christian 

means to be different, to act differently; it involves distinct behavior… as a by-product of 

faith. 

 Today we’re looking at an incident in Jesus’ life that picks up right where last 

week left off; we’re still at Zacchaeus’ house.  Jesus has just confirmed that the 

transformed Zacchaeus has received salvation as part of Jesus’ program to seek and save 

the lost.  Now he speaks his final parable before entering Jerusalem and he speaks it to 

the crowd around Zacchaeus’ house composed of grumblers (those who resented Jesus’ 

ministry) and self-identified disciples (those who aligned themselves with Jesus’ ministry 

in some sense).  What Jesus teaches is a follow-up to what the Zacchaeus story 

communicated.  What he teaches and what we must understand today is just this:  

Following Christ requires a lifetime of faithful service. 

 It’s not just saying that you believe in Christ and going right back to living for 

yourself.  And it’s not just having an intense spiritual experience, drastically changing 

your life around, and then gradually running out of steam and coasting through the rest of 

life.  Following Christ requires a lifetime of faithful service.  It means sustained 

transformation.  My hope and prayer is that everyone in this room on this Easter Sunday, 

whether you call yourself a Christian or not, will be compelled and motivated by this 

passage in Luke to commit your entire life to following Christ in his service – every day 

from here on out, in every area and facet of your life, with every ounce of your being, 

joyfully living for Jesus. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Parable 

 Try to put yourself back in the scene: the crowds are growing, the messianic 

fervor is fomenting, Jerusalem is within sight.  The expectations for a messiah were 

universally agreed upon – he would come and overthrow the Romans and set up an 

unparalleled, earthly reign from Jerusalem over all the world.  Jesus was clearly making 
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messianic insinuations so people thought it was all about to begin with Jesus’ entrance 

into the holy, capital city.  Even though Jesus had repeatedly asserted that he was going 

to Jerusalem to die, even his own disciples were blind to exactly what kind of messiah 

Jesus was (cf. 18:34). 

 So the text says in v. 11, “While they were listening to this [Jesus’ pronouncement 

of salvation on Zacchaeus], he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near 

Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once.”  

Following the incident with wee little Zacchaeus which demonstrated that when God 

saves, people change, Jesus told a parable.  Why?  Because people thought the kingdom 

was going to appear immediately, but Jesus knew it wasn’t and he wanted to teach people 

like Zacchaeus and Bartimaeus and Peter and other disciples what following him was 

going to entail in the days, months, years, centuries, and millennia ahead.  And there’s 

also something in here for those watching who resented Jesus and his unconventional 

claims upon kingship. 

 Now it’s interesting to note that Jesus is playing off of a major news headline of 

his day, an historical event that all would have been familiar with.
1
  Knowing this 

highlights Jesus’ skill as a communicator and also helps us better understand what he was 

getting at.  You’ve heard the name King Herod, right?  Herod the Great was the “king” 

when Jesus was born, but the Romans didn’t normally allow their regional rulers to 

assume the title “king.”  He was granted this honorary title due to some of his military 

exploits. 

 When Herod the Great died, he willed his realm to be divided between his three 

sons.  One of them, Archelaus, was given the land of Judea, but he was not given the title 

“king” – he had to have that conferred upon him by Caesar.  Archelaus was inept and 

corrupt… and prideful.  He was intent upon receiving the title “king” so he set off for 

Rome with an entourage of family and friends to petition Caesar for this special 

dispensation.  However, the people back home, outraged by Archelaus’ brutality, sent a 

special delegation of 50 people to Rome for the purpose of opposing this appointment. 

 In the end, Caesar allowed him to continue to rule, but with the title “ethnarch” 

instead of “king” until he could prove himself.  He never did and his reign didn’t last very 

long.  Jesus, with this parable, is alluding to this event.  The similarities are striking, but 

the differences are even more so.  The parable is meant to illustrate Jesus’ kingship and 

the behavior of his subjects.  And the contrast between King Jesus and “wanna-be” king 

Archelaus that develops is quite remarkable.  With that in mind, let’s look at the parable. 

 “He said, ‘A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself 

appointed king and then to return’” (v. 12).  The parallels to Archelaus are unmistakable, 

but Jesus is now illustrating something about his own kingship here.  Remember, he’s 

countering the prevalent opinion that “the kingdom of God was going to appear at once” 

(v. 11).  Jesus is going to go away.  He’s not going into Jerusalem to be crowned king 

completely (although he was in an ironic way; i.e. 23:38).  He’s going to leave to a 

distant place for an undisclosed amount of time.  And then he’s going to return as a full-

fledged king. 

 “So [right before his departure] he called ten of his servants and gave them ten 

minas.  ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back’” (v. 13).  In the parable the 

nobleman upon departing to become king gives his servants an equal share of his finances 

(10 minas for 10 servants; one per person; a mina is monetary denomination worth about 
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three months’ wages) and he commands them to do business with that money and use it 

to make more money.  In other words, he leaves them with a task to do until he returns. 

 Now the servants in the parable represent the disciples swarming around Jesus 

listening to him teach and following him on his trek to the cross.  A servant stands for 

someone who is externally related to Jesus as Master.  Now Jesus’ disciples are left with 

a task to do until he returns as well.  They are to live a changed life as a result of having 

known Jesus and received mercy through him.  They are to walk according to the way 

that we’ve seen Jesus teach them as we’ve gone through Luke: a life free of materialism, 

full of compassion, overflowing with generosity to the poor, reverberating with worship, 

unceasingly in prayer, and fully devoted to God above all else. 

 This is what’s expected of followers of Christ – a changed life emanating from a 

heart reprogrammed by God to apprehend his glory and delight in it.  In a very short 

while Jesus is going to leave his followers on earth and he’s going to leave them with a 

task to do while they await his return.  They’re to live as radical, transformed followers of 

Christ.  Those of us who claim to have met Jesus have received with that the expectation 

that we will be dedicated to living our lives for him and according to his ways. 

 Those who do not claim any association with Christ are also represented in this 

parable.  They’re found in v. 14 – “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after 

him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’”  In the parable some people didn’t 

like the idea of this king ruling over them.  In real life some people object to Jesus’ claim 

to the throne.  At the time Jesus told this parable it was primarily the Jewish leadership 

and establishment he had in mind.  Today it extends to all those who do not openly align 

themselves with Jesus.  People either love him or they hate him, but everyone is his 

subject.  Again, this story parallels what actually happened with Archelaus.  The only 

difference is that nobody has a valid objection to Jesus’ rule because he’s the ideal and 

rightful ruler of all. 

 Consequently, unlike Archelaus, Jesus has been made king.  Notice v. 15 – “He 

was made king, however, and returned home.  Then he sent for the servants to whom he 

had given the money in order to find out what they had gained.”  So Jesus is the 

nobleman.  The departure to receive a kingdom is Jesus’ departure from earth that’s 

coming up in a short while; we’re still in that period today.  His servants are all those 

who call themselves Christians.  The mina is the call to discipleship.  The hateful subjects 

are all who do not call themselves Christians.  And the return home is the 2
nd

 Coming of 

Christ in glory to consummate his kingdom which we are currently awaiting. 

 As we confessed earlier in the words of the Apostle’s Creed, when Jesus comes 

he will come “to judge the living and the dead.”  The servants were called to report what 

they had done with the mina entrusted to them.  Anyone who confesses Christ will be 

called one day “to give an account of himself to God” (Rom. 14:12).  Did we live a life 

indicative of the faith we claimed to possess? 

 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’  ‘Well done, 

my good servant!’ his master replied.  ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very 

small matter, take charge of ten cities’” (v. 17).  He put his master’s money to work and 

made a 1000% profit.  He didn’t waste his time and get lazy.  He did what he was told 

and in the end received his master’s glad commendation and was richly rewarded 

according to what he had done. 
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 “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’  His master 

answered, ‘You take charge of five cities’” (vv. 18-19).  Another one also took his task 

seriously.  He didn’t earn quite as much as the first, but he’s still richly rewarded 

according to what he had done.  These two servants picture for us two genuine followers 

of Christ.  People who have lived their lives in this world not for themselves or their 

selfish pleasures, but for Christ and his cause.  They’ve been faithful.  Their deeds 

reflected a true vision of the unsurpassed worth of God. 

 Maybe handled perfectly the one mina could have earned 100 more, but a profit 

of 10 and 5 still showed that the servants didn’t just goof off while their master was 

away.  Likewise, nobody will show up at the judgment seat of Christ with a perfect life to 

show him.  But the ones who have been truly regenerated and born again will have 

something in their lives that demonstrates their faith.  And some will have more than 

others and will be rewarded with more. 

 Jesus for sake of time skips servants 3-9.  We don’t know what they earned if 

anything.  Jesus just tells us of one other servant to illustrate a very important point.  

“Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a 

piece of cloth.  I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man.  You take out what you 

did not put in and reap what you did now sow’” (vv. 20-21).  First of all he was 

disobedient.  He was told to put the money to work.  Secondly, we see why he didn’t do 

as he was told – he had a completely warped understanding of his master’s character. 

 He saw his master as a “hard” man, a “harsh” man, a “severe” man, a “mean” 

man, an “austere” man.  He saw his command as pointless, “Why do all that work so that 

he can come back and steal it away from me?  His demands are unrealistic and stifling.”  

We’ve already seen with what happened to the first two servants that the master in the 

parable is a generous master and kind and rewarding to those who faithfully serve him.  

This servant didn’t really know his master and he saw obedience to him as some sort of 

strict, pointless, worthless chore. 

 Now he represents the person who, for whatever reason, calls himself a follower 

of Christ (maybe he was raised in the church or maybe he had some sort of religious 

experience early in life).  He goes to church on Sundays and assumes the label 

“Christian,” but on Monday through Saturday he doesn’t really live all that different from 

the world around him.  He wants to kind of have God on the side.  He sees all those 

demands of radical discipleship merely as a list of repressive rules.  In fact he really sees 

God as harsh, demanding, boring, stiff, a kill-joy.  The call for wholehearted, sold-out 

devotion reminds him of the draining nagging of an overly strict mom or dad. 

 How many of you view God kind of this way?  “Following all of the Bible’s ways 

would really put a crimp on my style.”  If that’s what you think, you’re woefully 

mistaken!  You don’t know the God of the Bible – the One with eternal pleasures at his 

right hand (cf. Ps. 16:11).  Living radically for Jesus is the most exhilarating way to live.  

His precepts are “sweeter than honey” and “in keeping them there is great reward” (cf. 

Ps. 19:10-11).  But how many so-called Christians want to maintain the moniker 

“Christian” and yet for the most part live for themselves?  They get their religion at 

church; they get their fun at the movie theater.  How many of you hear the call to love 

God above all else and think God is a bit hard, harsh, severe, mean, austere?  God is not 

pleased with such a misconception of himself. 
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 Neither is the king in the parable.  “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your 

own words, you wicked servant!  You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out 

what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow?  Why then didn’t you put my 

money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?’” 

(vv. 22-23).  In other words, if he thought his master was a demanding person instead of a 

rewarding one and a delight to serve, then he still should have at least done something, 

like put the money in the bank to earn interest.  The fear of punishment should not be the 

motivation for obedience (the promise of greater pleasure should be) and in fact it cannot 

produce sustained obedience in the long run, but if you see God merely as a punisher that 

is what you will get and your own conscience will condemn you.  

 “You think I’m harsh?” the master says, “I’ll show you harsh.”  “Then he said to 

those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten 

minas.’  ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’  He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who 

has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be 

taken away’” (vv. 24-26).  When the master comes back and finds his servants have not 

been busy with their task, they will find no place in the administration of his kingdom. 

 The significance of this is that if you claim to be a Christian but waste your whole 

life on frivolous matters and do not live like a Christian because you don’t truly see God 

as the most desirable object in the universe but as some sort of cosmic kill-joy then you 

will not share in eternal life.  It’s a passionate warning to those who claim to be believers 

to wake up and take it seriously.  When God saves, people change and that change has to 

be sustained over a whole life so you have something to show for it at the end.  Only 

those who follow through with the task that’s been assigned prove to have ever really 

known what the Master is like in the first place. 

 And what about those subjects who never claimed allegiance to the king at all, 

those who “sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king?’”  

Verse 27 – “But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them – 

bring them here and kill them in front of me.”  They get their just desserts.  It’s described 

very coldly and very graphically.  It’s the fate that awaits all of those who do not openly 

accept the authority of Jesus Christ, every single person without exception who has not 

aligned himself with King Jesus in this life.  They will pay the price for treason against 

the rightful King of the universe – eternal death. 

 

Doctrine 
 Why would Jesus tell this parable?  And why would Luke include it in his 

Gospel?  Well, the immediate answer the text gives us is because people thought the 

kingdom was going to come all at once when Jesus got to Jerusalem.  Jesus knows that’s 

not the case, so he wants to tell a story that would connect with everyone based upon 

current events and would communicate how they should view their lives in relationship 

to him and the kingdom of God. 

 The story must have been quite appalling to those who were grumbling about 

Jesus and didn’t like his messianic pretensions.  Jesus basically said to them, “If you 

continue in this mindset you will be mercilessly slaughtered one day when I come back in 

all my glory to reign forever and ever.”  Jesus doesn’t mince words.  He warns plainly 

against the consequences of not believing in him as the King of kings.  If for some reason 
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you’re here today and have not openly aligned yourself with Jesus, do it today!  Follow 

him and pledge your life to his service.  You won’t regret it. 

 Don’t do it ultimately out of fear of punishment, although you will be exempt 

from the punishment because Jesus himself will have taken it for you on Good Friday at 

the cross.  Do it rather because of the pleasure that comes with knowing the good King of 

kings.  His ways are not inhibitive; they’re not a straight-jacket.  They’re freeing.  The 

dividends are unequaled and the pay off is beyond imagination.  Yes it involves a radical 

turn around, yes it involves a new way of life that’s quite odd in the world’s estimation.  

But God himself will give you the heart to joyfully obey. 

 Now, those of you who claim allegiance to king Jesus: I plead with you, Luke 

pleads with you, Jesus himself pleads with you – don’t take the radical call to discipleship 

lightly and come to the end of your life or the day of Christ’s return with nothing to show 

for your supposed faith.  Devote your life to serving the King.  Dedicate your entire 

earthly existence to living out your faith in Jesus.  Genuine faith results in a changed life, 

and not just that, but also a sustained change. 

 Jesus states clearly in Mt. 24:12-13 that “the love of most will grow cold, but he 

who stands firm to the end will be saved.”  Jesus taught his disciples in this parable that 

there will be a long period where he is away so they must persevere to the end in faith, 

they must faithfully carry out the task expected of them till he returns or calls them home.  

The Christian life is a marathon, not a sprint.  It involves what Eugene Peterson calls “a 

long obedience in the same direction.”
2
 

It doesn’t matter what you did yesterday: if you had a great prayer time and read 

your Bible, if you resisted the temptation to buy something you didn’t need, if you 

reacted lovingly to someone who society would ignore, if you refrained from 

hypocritically joining in with your friends in a night of sin.  You still have to get up and 

do it again today and tomorrow and the day after.  You can’t rely on past success against 

sin or demonstrations of faith, you have to fight sin today and remain faithful.  We have a 

task that doesn’t end till he returns or calls us home. 

Most of us are still very young and conceivably have many years ahead in which 

to live for Christ.  How will we spend them?  I spent some time reading through the 

obituaries this week in the newspaper (a sobering exercise).  I wanted to see how people’s 

lives on earth were described.  I read a lot of fine print obituaries.  Almost all of them 

made mention of family relationships, some noted military service, lodge memberships, 

hobbies, careers, humanitarian efforts, one even declared, “he lived life to the fullest.”  

Not one of them had the one line that I want my obituary to read – “He gave all of his life 

for God.” 

That’s what Jesus is calling for here in this parable – whole lives lived for God.  

Sustained transformation that continues for a lifetime producing fruit.  That doesn’t mean 

that everyone has to be a pastor.  You can be a teacher, a programmer, a consultant, an 

actor, a tradesman.  But you must be a Christian teacher, a Christian programmer, a 

Christian consultant, a Christian actor, a Christian tradesman.  If you don’t know what 

this means, find out. 

This is a generalization, but for the most part the generations before us were very 

good at living life for something.  Our parents and grandparents were driven, they had a 

goal in mind for their lives and they worked hard at achieving it.  They were determined, 

they fought and won wars, they worked whole careers in the same company and climbed 
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the ladder, they immigrated to new countries and made a life for themselves and their 

families.  They gave their lives for something, the only thing is that for many of them it 

was family, job, country, fame, wealth,… not God. 

They secured a peaceful, comfortable world for us; they’ve passed on to us more 

material blessings and technology and information than human civilization has ever 

known before.  And we don’t know what to do with it; we find it meaningless.  Our 

generation has the opposite problem.  For the most part, we have no drive, no ambition, 

no goals to strive for.  Just watch the movie Garden State to see the post-modern 

situation captured marvelously.  I tell you, I’m dreading my 10 year high school reunion 

because I know that most of my classmates are just wandering through life aimlessly with 

nothing to live for.  It’s depressing.  The widespread diagnosis of our generation is we 

don’t give our lives for anything. 

Jesus Christ came into this world and called men and women to live for 

something grand, glorious, noble, purposeful.  He opened, and still opens, people’s eyes 

to see God’s magnificence clearly and to follow him wholeheartedly.  But he didn’t just 

immediately transport them to heaven or usher in the kingdom all at once.  He died on the 

Cross to make his disciples’ salvation possible and secure and he “ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.”  In the meantime he gave his 

followers and all who would claim to follow him in the future a charge that following 

him requires a lifetime of faithful service.  We are to give our lives for God. 

 

Easter Twist 
 Now I told you that this was an Easter sermon.  “How so?” you may be thinking, 

“This just sounds like an exhortation to dedicate your life to following Jesus.”  Well, 

what good reasons are there to give one’s whole life to living for God in Christ through 

the Holy Spirit?  Why should I want to put all my Easter eggs in one basket like that, so 

to speak?  What basis do I have to believe this whole Christianity thing is legit/worth it?  

I mean, he’s been gone to a far land to receive the kingdom for an awful long time.  

You’re asking me to forsake what feels natural and give my whole life for some guy who 

lived and died 2,000 years ago? 

 Aha, here’s where Easter comes in.  Here’s why this isn’t foolish.  Here’s why a 

lifetime of faithful service to Jesus is a sure investment.  Here’s why Jesus’ first disciples 

had every reason to give their lives, many times quite literally, for the cause of Christ.  

Here’s why we have every reason to do so too and to call others to do the same.  Jesus 

didn’t just die, JESUS CAME BACK TO LIFE AGAIN!  He was resurrected.  It really 

happened.  It’s a historical fact.  His body was mutilated, his blood was poured out, his 

heart was pierced with a spear, he gave up his final breath, and his corpse was laid in a 

tomb.  On the third day (I’m not talking about a fairy tale here, I’m talking about reality) 

his body came back to life, his blood started flowing throughout his veins, his heart 

started pumping again, his lungs filled with air, and he walked away leaving an empty 

tomb! 

 The disciples saw him, touched him, ate with him, spoke with him.  Over 500 

people saw him at one time.  Nothing else like this has happened in the history of the 

world, but it happened with Jesus.  As a result, we have every reason to believe 

everything he ever taught.  We have every reason to give our entire life to following him, 
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living for him, testifying about him.  There is solid evidence to believe that this is really 

what happened on a Sunday morning roughly 2,000 years ago. 

 If you’re here today and you’re skeptical, research some of the evidence.  You at 

least owe it to yourself to check it out.  I can point you to some places to start, just ask 

me.  The Christian religion stands or falls on the historicity of the resurrection and there 

is credible, rational, convincing evidence to believe it happened as the Bible says it 

happened.  And if it did, it’s foolish not to give your life to it.  You might not have heard 

about this in the news, but recently one of the preeminent philosophers in the world, the 

highly respected Antony Flew of Britain, long known as the leading advocate of atheism 

changed his mind about the existence of God. 

 As many in the academy are beginning to realize, the Christian faith is not so 

easily dismissed and it’s anything but irrational.  Flew has become convinced by the 

recent advances of a movement called Intelligent Design, which argues scientifically that 

the evidence in the universe points to a Creator (contra Darwinism), that there is a God.  

As you can imagine, this has infuriated many people, many of Christ’s subjects who hate 

him and resent his claim to rule.  Here is someone recognized by the world as one of the 

smartest men alive… and he’s converted from atheism, not to Christianity, but to Deism. 

He’s still wrestling with the figure of Jesus Christ.  But just listen to what he 

admits, “‘The evidence for the Resurrection is better than for claimed miracles in any 

other religion.’  …[And] the case for an empty tomb is ‘considerably better than I thought 

previously.’”
3
  I tell this to you for two reasons.  First, pray for Antony Flew.  Pray that 

God would work on his heart and open his eyes to see the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ.  But secondly, I just wanted to show you that the idea of the Resurrection is 

not ridiculous, it’s not way out there. 

So why don’t all believe?  The short answer is because they don’t want to give up 

their lives and live for him.  Folks, we celebrate today a risen Savior.  Will you give up 

your life and live for him?  Will you follow him with a lifetime of faithful service?  It’s 

the only thing worth living for. 

 

Benediction 
May He keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 1:8). 
 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor Nathan 

Carter on the afternoon of Easter Sunday, March 27, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who find 

fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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