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Introduction 
 I was 17 years old at the time.  I had been raised in a church-going home and was 

seeking to follow Christ as I pursued what I sensed very strongly he had called me to do – 

be a preacher.  I was sitting in the office of my pastor at the small church I had attended 

since I was born in Russiaville, IN – a small town of about 800 people.  I was somewhat 

of an odd high school senior because one of my best friends was my pastor.  I had just 

recently returned from a weekend trip to visit and check out Wheaton College in the 

western suburbs of Chicago and I was telling him about it. 

 “On Sunday night there was this student-led worship time,” I recounted, “where 

people were really on fire for the Lord.  I have never in all my life experienced something 

that intense,” I explained.  “And then this preacher got up there, I think his name was 

John Piper, and he preached in a way that I’ve never heard before.  I had no idea God was 

so glorious or could generate such heartfelt, genuine passion or that preaching could be 

so powerful.  I was blown away.” 

 Pastor Tim listened to my youthful exuberance with a sense of delight.  Then I 

said, “But there was this one thing he mentioned that everybody else seemed to 

understand, but I’ve never heard of.  He said he was a Calvinist.  Pastor Tim, what’s a 

Calvinist?”  You see I was raised in your standard, evangelical, Protestant, revivalistic 

tradition where we regularly had ‘altar calls’ and talked of people making ‘decisions for 

Christ.’  There was a lot of the wider world of Christian thought that I was relatively 

unfamiliar with at that time. 

 My pastor then proceeded to give me a crash course on Calvinism vs. 

Arminianism explaining that we were Arminians and that Calvinists were bad people 

who taught that humans are mere robots and God takes away our free-will.  Well, that 

sounded bad (after all I had chosen to follow Jesus) and my pastor whom I respected 

thought it was bad, so I proudly assumed the label – Arminian [not Armenian – they’re a 

people group from Western Asia].  However, through the hand of Providence which 

meticulously controls every event of human history I ended up attending Wheaton 

College. 

 My first year there was eye-opening.  I was still an Arminian.  I can remember 

having debates with the guy across the hall from me about the topic saying, “Why would 
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you want to do evangelism if you believe God is in control of everything?”  I even 

remember praying for my RA’s salvation once I found out he was a ‘Calvinist’.  But 

Almighty, Sovereign God was at work in my heart and mind that year.  Through studying 

the Bible, reading theology, talking with friends, listening to John Piper speak again at 

the annual missions conference, and a host of other means God brought me to the 

realization that he was way bigger than I had previously thought, that he is the glorious, 

omnipotent being at the center of the universe and that my greatest delight is to know 

him.  I saw the inconsistency in my life and thought – “How could I even begin to do 

evangelism if I did not believe that God was in control of everything?” and “Why would I 

pray to God to save someone if he was unable or unwilling to violate her free-will?” 

 I found out later that many of the great saints throughout church history had come 

to the same conclusion.  Jonathan Edwards, the 18
th

 Century preacher and key [human] 

player in the 1
st
 Great Awakening, the man many secular scholars call the greatest mind 

America has ever produced, had a similar struggle with accepting God’s universal 

control.  He writes: 

 

From my childhood up, my mind had been wont to be full of objections 

against the doctrine of God’s sovereignty, in choosing whom he would to 

eternal life, and rejecting whom he pleased; leaving them eternally to 

perish, and be everlastingly tormented in hell.  It used to appear like a 

horrible doctrine to me.  But I remember the time very well, when I 

seemed to be convinced… as to this sovereignty of God….  But I have 

oftentimes since that first conviction, had quite another kind of sense of 

God’s sovereignty, than I had then.  I have often since, not only had a 

conviction, but a delightful conviction.  The doctrine of God’s sovereignty 

has very often appeared, an exceeding pleasant, bright and sweet doctrine 

to me: and absolute sovereignty is what I love to ascribe to God.
1
 

 

By sometime during the spring semester of my freshman year I was intellectually 

convinced that God was as the so-called Calvinists described him.  By sometime during 

the summer between my freshman and sophomore years what’s called Calvinism had 

become “an exceeding pleasant, bright and sweet doctrine to me.”  To this day “absolute 

sovereignty is what I love to ascribe to God.”  As I looked back on my life that summer it 

became very clear that I was a believer entirely because of God’s grace in my life.  I had 

no control over when I’d be born, where I’d be born, if I’d be born.  I was completely at 

the mercy of a good God who controlled the universe he created.  It became clear to me 

that I had not chosen Christ, Christ had chosen me.  

By my sophomore year in college God had led me to the delightful conclusion of 

John Piper, J.I. Packer, J. Gresham Machen and the Princetonians, Jonathan Edwards and 

the Puritans, and John Calvin – for whom the position is commonly named.  But that’s 

unfortunate because it was the wholehearted belief of Martin Luther before him, and St. 

Augustine before him, and before him it was the clear, undeniable teaching of the Bible! 

So don’t be confused or put of by the label of “Calvinism.”  Calvinism is nothing 

more than the unequivocal and delightful teaching of the Bible from cover to cover that 

God is sovereign over all things, including and especially human salvation.  Calvinism is 
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the teaching of Luke 18:31-43 which is just this: only God can heal our spiritual 

blindness and open our eyes to behold his glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

That’s what Calvinism says at its core, and it’s not just splitting-hairs, it’s not just 

some philosophy made up by some dead Frenchman – it’s the truth about the God of the 

universe revealed in his Word.  There’s a truth that has profoundly changed my life and 

put awe and mystery and ecstasy into my faith and I want to proclaim it to you today 

whether it’s the first time you’ve heard it or the hundredth and it’s simply this: only God 

can heal our spiritual blindness and open our eyes to behold his glory in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Literary Occasion for the Miracle 
 So far in Luke we’ve seen how Jesus had a unique birth as fulfillment of OT 

prophecies, how he began his ministry proclaiming that he was ushering in this era that 

all of humanity and the OT had looked forward to; we’ve seen him do amazing miracles 

and teach profound truths; we’ve watched how he irresistibly called people to leave all 

they had to follow him and how he selected 12 of those men to be his inner circle.  Then 

towards the end of chapter 9 he revealed his intention to go to Jerusalem and since then 

we’ve been following him and his disciples as the time approaches for Jesus’ ultimate 

rendezvous with destiny in Jerusalem and as he teaches them what it means to follow 

him. 

 Throughout this Jerusalem Journey we’ve made note of several items that Jesus 

says must characterize anyone who would follow him and enter the kingdom.  Things 

like avoiding materialism, having concern for the poor and oppressed, showing 

compassion, doing evangelism, worshipping, praying, etc…  Now we are getting very 

close to the end of this journey; in two Sundays we’ll finally be in Jerusalem.  These last 

3 Sundays we’ve seen how Luke is wrapping up this section with an effort to counteract 

the temptation to distort the demands of discipleship into a form of works righteousness 

that’s no different than the Pharisees’.  We’ve had hammered home the fact that it’s 

simply faith – trusting in God’s mercy, exhibiting child-like dependence, treasuring God 

above all else – that is the heart of following Jesus out of which a transformed life 

naturally flows. 

 We began to see it at the end of last week’s sermon and we’re going to see it even 

more clearly today – that even faith is entirely a gracious gift of God; that God has to 

work in our hearts to cause us to see his limitless mercy and unmatched glory, beauty, 

majesty, awesomeness, goodness, loveliness, power, splendor and infinite value and 

seeing it to delight in, revel in, treasure, prize, relish, adore, and savor him above all 

else.  God has to do that.  We don’t see that naturally.  If he doesn’t do it we remain 

blinded to him and will chase after our joy and fulfillment in other things that aren’t him 

and that aren’t ultimately fulfilling. 

 Look at vv. 31-33.  “Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up 

[remember: elevation not latitude] to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the 

prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.  He will be handed over to the Gentiles.  

They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him.  On the third day he 

will rise again.”  It’s very plain, isn’t it?  This is the sixth time in Luke that Jesus has 
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clearly announced his death; that death was part of his messianic program.  He knows 

very well what awaits him at his destination.  In fact, that’s the very climax of Luke’s 

Gospel.  His crucifixion in Jerusalem is the very purpose for which he came.  It is what 

we are headed toward as we go through this book of the Bible. 

 It must happen.  It was written in the OT.  The Messiah when he comes will not 

conquer, but be killed.  It was there, but everyone had spotty vision when they looked at 

the OT.  They did not see it.  Jesus even knows details of what will happen – the Jews 

will hand him over to the Roman government (Gentiles); he will be mocked, insulted, spit 

on, flogged, and killed.  He’s describing the Roman form of execution which was 

crucifixion always preceded by humiliation and scourging.  It was an ugly, cruel form of 

capital punishment.  Jesus knew exactly what was going to happen; it was his plan all 

along, God’s sovereign plan from the beginning of time.  And he was open about it to his 

disciples. 

 However, “the disciples,” we read, “did not understand any of this.  Its meaning 

was hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about” (v. 34).  That 

doesn’t mean that Jesus when he said these things was talking in pig Latin or mumbling 

under his breath so they could make out his words.  No they heard the words very well, 

but they did not understand their meaning.  They had no category for a crucified Christ.  

The significance of it was completely missed by them.  It didn’t make sense.  I hadn’t 

sunken in.  Luke says it three times: (1) the disciples understood none of these things, and 

(2) the meaning of this statement was hidden from them, and (3) they did not comprehend 

the things that were said.  The necessity and meaning of the cross was completely lost on 

them, his own disciples. 

 Now up to this point, nobody fully understood the cross, it was a complete 

surprise to everyone.  Does this mean that nobody was saved?  Well, no.  There is such a 

thing called progressive revelation, that is as time went on God progressively revealed 

more and more about himself and about how people could relate to him.  Abraham didn’t 

have the Torah, Moses didn’t have the Writings, David didn’t have the Prophets.  But 

each man and each person in their time periods could relate with God based upon what he 

had revealed of himself. 

And ever since the beginning of time, people were saved by God’s grace through 

faith.  “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness” (Rom. 4:3).  

“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s 

daughter.  He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy 

the pleasures of sin for a short time.  He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of 

greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.  

By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him 

who is invisible” (Heb. 11:24-27).  David related to God by faith, trusting entirely in his 

mercy: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your 

great compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me 

from my sin” (Ps. 51:1-2).  And he believed that God would do it. 

All the OT saints were saved because God graciously revealed himself to them 

and caused them to trust in his mercy.  But they did not understand at that time that it was 

only through Jesus that they could be rightly related to God.  When Jesus stepped onto 

the scene it was only those who put their faith in him as the bringer of the kingdom who 

were rightly related to the Lord.  And notice that Jesus took the initiative in revealing 
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himself to them and he stated clearly, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent 

me draws him” (Jn. 6:44).  But even his disciples did not yet understand that God could 

accept them solely on account of the atoning death of Christ on the cross. 

Moses knew that “the Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, [was] 

slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and 

forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.”  And yet he knew that “he does not leave the 

guilty unpunished” (Ex. 34:6-7).  How that could be he did not know.  How God could be 

merciful to David and “blot out his transgressions” even though he knew God would be 

“proved right when he speaks and justified when he judges” (Ps. 51:4) was a complete 

mystery to him. 

The answer was the cross.  Where infinite God became finite man and took upon 

himself all the sin of all who believed upon him past and present and all who would 

believe upon him in the future and he bore the righteous wrath of God the Father, 

suffering and exhausting the eternal hell his people deserved.  “God presented [Jesus] as 

a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.  He did this to demonstrate his 

justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished 

– he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who 

justifies those who have faith in Jesus” (Rom 3:25-26).  Now, on this side of the cross, it 

takes more than just a recognition that there’s a God, more than just a recognition that 

he’s merciful, more than just a recognition that Jesus was the Messiah, it takes a 

recognition that Jesus paid for your sins on the cross so that you could be reconciled with 

and justified before God. 

And no one comes to that recognition naturally, on their own.  “For the message 

of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to [those] who are being saved 

[by God] it is the power of God” (1Cor. 1:18).  Every single human being since the 

disobedience of the very first human beings naturally seeks meaning, purpose, joy, 

fulfillment in other things or people besides God.  “There is no one righteous [on his 

own], not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God [by 

himself].  All have turned away” (Rom. 3:10-12a). 

And those who do try to fill some sort of religion slot in their life operate on some 

level of works righteousness – “I’ll do this and I’ll do this and get in good with God.  I’m 

completely capable on my own.  I’m a good person.”  There’s a disdain of the cross of 

Christ because it means nobody is capable, no one’s a good person.  Everyone’s so bad 

that it took the blood of the sinless Son of God to save anyone.  That’s the message of the 

cross and it’s wonderful to those who have their eyes opened to it – “God has pardoned 

me, there’s no condemnation, I’m free to enjoy him and know him.  I’m worse than I’ve 

ever imagined, but in Jesus, because of the cross, I’m loved beyond my wildest dreams 

by my Maker!” 

It’s a glorious truth, but it is completely hidden from people on their own.  Even 

“the disciples did not understand any of this [talk about the cross]” (v. 34a).  They were 

saved based upon what they apprehended in the stage of salvation history they were in, 

the end of last week’s text shows us that, but they were blinded to the meaning of the 

cross until ch. 24, vv. 44-45.  Turn there: “[The resurrected Christ with nail pierced hands 

and feet] said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you [some 6 times]: 

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
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and the Psalms.’  Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.”  

Until then they were blind.  They needed the eyes of their heart opened. 

 

The Miracle 
 Turn back to ch. 18.  Luke has just shown that the disciples were spiritually blind 

to the meaning of Jesus’ death.  Now he relates the account of what happened as Jesus 

was approaching the city of Jericho.  Matthew and Mark both relate Jesus’ prediction of 

his death and this encounter with a blind person near Jericho.  But neither of them 

includes anything like v. 34.  Verse 34, which tells of how the disciples didn’t get it, is 

the work of Luke as he’s artistically putting together his Gospel, his portrait of Jesus.  

And both Matthew and Mark insert the story of James’ and John’s mother asking Jesus to 

allow her sons to sit at his right and left in his kingdom.  Luke cuts that and goes right to 

the story of the blind beggar.  It’s clear that Luke wants us to understand these segments 

together. 

 So what’s going on is you have Luke telling about the disciple’s spiritual 

blindness and then immediately giving us an account of how Jesus healed a blind man.  

The story in vv. 35-43 really happened.  It’s an historical event.  Luke wants us to know 

about it and marvel at it.  But the way Luke tells it and the place he puts it in his narrative 

shows that he ascribes symbolic meaning to it as well.  Jesus is acting out a parable.  It’s 

real history that illustrates a spiritual truth in the same way that his fictitious parables do.  

Just as Jesus opened this man’s literal eyes, so he is the one who opens people’s spiritual 

eyes. 

 Let’s look at the story and just let its awesomeness sink in.  “As Jesus approached 

Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging” (v. 35).  Jericho was a city just 

a day’s walk away from Jerusalem.  Jesus is making his final approach to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Passover (and to die as the Passover lamb) and he’s surrounded by a great 

number of his followers and other pilgrims going down (or up, depending on how you 

look at it) for the week in Jerusalem.  It’s like someone coming to Chicago for the Taste 

of Chicago from Wisconsin and getting into to Deerfield. 

 Luke says he’s approaching Jericho.  Matthew and Mark say that he’s leaving the 

city.  How can that be?  Well, that’s because there were two Jerichoes, really.  One was 

the OT city of Jericho that was nearly abandoned by this time.  The other was nearby and 

it was the rebuilt city financed by King Herod.  So Jesus has passed through and is 

leaving the old city and approaching the new city of Jericho.  Matthew also tells us that 

there were actually two blind men there.  Mark and Luke just focus on the more 

prominent one.  And Mark actually gives the name of this blind man – Bartimaeus – 

probably because he became a well-known figure in the church and Mark’s readers 

would have known him by name. 

 But any way, one of the blind men, Bartimaeus, is sitting along the path, begging 

like he always does, and he hears the commotion of all these people coming through to 

go to Jerusalem and there’s a lot of activity centered around Jesus.  The buzz about Jesus 

had gotten around.  He was somewhat of a celebrity.  He had made some enemies 

especially among the establishment, he had a few faithful followers, but mostly he had 

just attracted a lot of attention without commitment from the general populace of Israel.  

The blind man can’t see, obviously, so he pulls some people aside and asks what all the 

fuss was about. 
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 “They told him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing by; [that messiah-claiming miracle 

worker from up north]” (v. 37).  He wanted a miracle and he had heard of this Jesus of 

Nazareth.  He was sick of sleeping outside every night, feeling his way along the city 

walls to his usual spot every morning, and begging for food everyday day.  So “he called 

out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’  [But] those who led the way rebuked him 

and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on 

me!’” (vv. 38-39). 

 Now what do we know of Jesus and the way he treated those on the fringes of 

society – the children, the tax collectors, the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind?  He 

has a special concern for them, right?  “Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought 

to him.  When he came near, Jesus asked him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’  

‘Lord, I want to see,’ he replied” (vv. 40-41).  So here’s an historical event where a poor, 

blind man approached Jesus and asked for his eyesight.  He could not see and he could 

not make himself be able to see. 

 But “Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your sight; your faith has healed you’” (v. 42).  

Again just like a few chapters ago with the cleansed leper, the word is the word for 

salvation as well; there’s a double entendre.  Jesus says, “See again with physical eyes 

and see with spiritual eyes.  You’re saved!”  And then “immediately he received his sight 

[and the first thing he saw was the face of Jesus Christ looking at him and he was 

captivated and he] followed Jesus, praising God.  When all the people saw it, they also 

praised God” (v. 43).  He joined the disciples that day on the way to Jerusalem. 

With his two, healed eyes he would witness Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 

he would witness his master being mocked, insulted, spit on, flogged until his tendons 

were visible to his naked eye, and he would witness Jesus killed, hanging on a Roman 

cross.  And he would witness Jesus’ resurrected body standing before his eyes.  He also 

witnessed him ascending into heaven.  He witnessed the Holy Spirit come down on 

believers on Pentecost and the spread of the gospel throughout Jerusalem, Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  And after he died and even at this very moment he 

sees Jesus face to face, and after Jesus comes back he will continue to do so for all 

eternity with his very eyes.  All because Jesus opened his blind eyes on the way into 

Jericho. 

 

Significance of the Miracle 
 At one level this is a story of a miracle, it’s a story of Jesus’ compassion, his 

authority over his creation, his concern for the poor and outcast, there’s even a lesson 

here about persistence.  But on a deeper level this story is an example of what God does 

in saving people and in sanctifying people.  All of us are born blind.  Blind that is to the 

God who made us for himself, the God who provided a way for us to be forgiven and 

restored to a relationship with himself through the cross of Christ. 

 2 Corinthians 4:4 states, “The god of this age [i.e. Satan] has blinded the minds of 

unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 

the image of God.”  We live in utter darkness, unable to see the surpassing splendor of 

God, let alone cherish it.  The only way anyone comes to believe the gospel and 

experience new life in Christ is if God sovereignly opens his eyes.  If you know Christ 

today it is only because God has given you sight.  Only God can save people. 
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 And if he has opened your eyes to see your need for the gospel and the reality of 

the gospel, you still need God to open your eyes to see more of himself, just like the 

disciples did.  Paul prayed for the Christians in Ephesus, “I keep asking that the God of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 

revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may 

be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the 

riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us 

who believe” (Eph. 1:17-19).  Only God can ultimately sanctify people and make them 

grow in holiness and love for him. 

 The point is only God can heal our spiritual blindness and open our eyes to 

behold his glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  We can’t do it on our own.  If it were left 

up to us we would spend all of our days on this earth and in Hell groping about like a 

blind man.  We need our eyes opened and Jesus is about opening blind people’s eyes so 

that we see him and then freely, willingly choose to follow because we have no choice 

when confronted with such beauty.  We are not free in our natural state; we’re slaves to 

sin the Bible teaches.  God has to break our chains and then being completely free we 

will always choose to follow Christ. 

 That’s Calvinism.  There are clearer passages in the Bible that teach this doctrine 

– like Romans 9 and Eph. 1, but it’s really all over every page of the Bible, and it’s 

definitely here in this text.  And I like the way Luke ends this passage.  It explains the 

end result of Calvinism – God gets the glory!!  Look again at v. 43.  He was blind.  Bam! 

He could see and he followed him glorifying God and all the people beholding this gave 

praise to God as well.  Do you see that? 

 The same is true with the supernatural gift of spiritual sight.  If you’re blind and 

God gives you eyes to see his glory in the face of Jesus Christ, then God’s gets all the 

glory, not man.  You did nothing.  God gets the infinite praise and man gets infinite 

pleasure.  God gets honor and we get happiness.  That’s the way it works.  On the other 

hand if salvation is by works then we deserve the praise.  Even if salvation is by faith, but 

we have to produce the faith (like a loaded and cocked gun that we have to pull the 

trigger on), then we deserve some of the credit.  But if you see, it’s only because God has 

opened your eyes “for [it’s] by grace you have been saved through faith.  And [even] this 

is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 

boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). 

That’s why I’m a Calvinist, because the Bible teaches and my experience 

confirms that apart from God I would go on being blind to spiritual truths and because 

Calvinism gives all the credit and glory to God.  There’s nothing in us that would allow 

us to choose God on our own.  What great pride it is to insist otherwise.  Arminianism 

robs God of the glory he deserves and gives it to those who don’t deserve it – us.  And in 

reducing God and his sovereignty over his creation Arminianism robs believers of the 

delight in having an All-powerful, merciful Savior. 

 

Conclusion 
Now I know there are genuine believers who are educated and learned and who 

produce good scholarship and have intimacy with God that are convinced Arminians.  

There will be people in heaven who were Arminians on earth (but they won’t still be 

Arminians in heaven).  So it’s not quite at the level of a cardinal doctrine/a matter of 
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heresy.  But the Arminians who are true believers aren’t fully consistent Arminians; 

they’re inconsistent.  They are in my opinion just on the edge of the cliff ready to fall into 

the heresy of Pelagianism (which says man isn’t sinful and can save himself by good 

works) or Open Theism (which says since we have complete free-will God cannot know 

the future and therefore he’s taking risks, going through time with us).  Arminianism, 

thank God, is logically inconsistent and elect Arminians refrain from going too far. 

I guess to avoid being arrogant I have to say that I could be wrong.  I guess I 

could have misread the Bible, but I really don’t think so.  Here’s why: I just don’t think 

that I’ll get to heaven and stand in the presence of the Son of Man and have him say, 

“Glad to see you here, but you know what?  You really shouldn’t have given so much 

credit to me.  In your life and in your teaching you made too much of me… I mean c’mon 

[slapping me on the back] give a little credit to yourself.”  I just don’t see that happening.  

I think, rather, that we’ll all find that our view of God was way too small. 

I think we will fall on our faces and cry out, “Salvation belongs to our God, who 

sits on the throne, and to the Lamb” (Rev. 7:10); “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 

Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come” (4:8); “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise” 

(5:12)! 

 

Only God can heal your spiritual blindness and open your eyes to behold his 

glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  I pray that God is using this sermon from this text as a 

means to do just that in whatever way you need it right now.  Let’s spend some time 

crying out in faith for God to mercifully lift the blinders that keep us from seeing him as 

he truly is. 

 

Benediction 
May you go forth from here exclaiming, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and 

knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  

‘Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has been his counselor?’  ‘Who has ever 

given to God, that God should repay him?’  For from him and through him and to him are 

all things.  To him be the glory forever!  Amen” (Rom. 11:33-36). 
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