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Introduction 
 How many of you have ever heard the phrase home is where the heart is?  I think 
we all have.  The phrase goes back at least to the time of Jesus and is generally attributed 
to the Roman sage Pliny the Elder (A.D. 23-79).  It’s a way of saying that one’s home is 
the place where he is most emotionally attached.  If home is where the heart is, where is 
your home?  One might hear somebody who left family in California and moved to 
Chicago for a job say, “I live in Chicago, but my home is still L.A.”  Or, one might hear 
that person say about Chicago, “This has become my home.  I love it here.  Chicago feels 
like home to me.” 
 If home is where the heart is, where is your home?  Think about that.  Search 
yourself.  Is your heart and thus your home right here in this great city of Chicago?  Do 
you genuinely want to be here and do you feel responsible for it and seek its good and 
sincerely love the people of the city?  Or, is your heart and thus your home in heaven, the 
city of God?  Do you yearn for, long for another place – a place of infinite enjoyment of 
God and intimate fellowship with the saints; a place of final rest from all the exhausting 
complications of sin?  Is earth your home or is heaven your home? 
 Well, I have to confess: I’ve tricked you.  This is a trick question.  The right 
answer should be, “Both!”  Now I’m going to show you why this is the answer from 
Luke 17:20-37.  In this section Luke turns to some specific teachings about the kingdom 
of God and the end of the world.  There is a temptation to fix our sights entirely on the 
details and the descriptions of how things are going to happen, but through it all it is 
important to realize that Jesus is teaching us how to live our lives in light of the kingdom.  
That teaching is just this: Make yourself at home, but don’t get too comfortable. 
 Before we see together how that comes from this text, let’s pray… 
 
Making Yourself At Home (vv. 20-30) 
 Last week Luke related to us an encounter Jesus had with 10 lepers on the way to 
Jerusalem.  All 10 of them were healed; only 1 of them entered the kingdom.  
Immediately following that story we have Luke telling us about a time when some 
Pharisees pressed him with a question.  Now remember who the Pharisees are.  For the 
most part they are not too receptive to Jesus.  They’re religious leaders who have been 
Jesus’ major opponents on many occasions.  They were so caught up in their ‘religion’ 
that they did not approve of Jesus’ displays of compassion (i.e. 6:6-11); they were so 
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wrapped up in status that they despised Jesus for his interest in the poor and the ‘sinners’ 
(i.e. 14:1-24; 15:2); they were so enslaved by Money that they laughed at Jesus’ idea of 
giving it away (i.e. 16:14); and they were so inebriated by power that they were already 
planning ways to get rid of Jesus (i.e. 13:31). 
 The Pharisees are distinguished from the disciples.  They provide a kind of foil 
for Jesus’ followers.  The Pharisees had not left their previous life to follow Jesus as the 
Messiah.  They were not a part of the kingdom.  They were, I guess you could say, non-
Christians.  They’ve tried to trip up Jesus numerous times and been humiliated, but they 
kept coming back for more.  Here they’ve asked him an antagonizing question.  They 
knew he was insinuating that he was the king, the Christ, the bringer of the long-awaited 
kingdom, but they didn’t see it happening the way it was supposed to and so they start to 
poke at Jesus a little. 
 You see, when we talk about ‘the kingdom’ we’re referring to the glorious reign 
of God over his people, a golden age where things are restored to the way they were 
supposed to be – in essence the eradication of sin which manifests itself through injustice, 
evil, oppression, depression, death, decay, and things like that.  The OT (which was the 
Bible of the Pharisees) and the writings of the 2nd Temple Period (which was the time 
between the ending of the OT and the life of Jesus) all told of a coming, future, latter-
days kingdom of God.  All Jews at the beginning of the first century were looking for 
this. 
 The problem was they just had a foggy understanding of what this kingdom 
would look like.  It was like they were looking at the Smoky Mountains from a distance 
of 50 miles.  A large mountain is on the horizon, but it is still hazy and not very detailed.  
It turns out that the mountain range actually consists of two mountains, one in front of the 
other.  But to many, it just looks like one big mountain in the distance. 
 That’s a good illustration of the kingdom.  The Pharisees were looking for one big 
mountain all at once.  They were looking for big signs like a new government and huge 
apocalyptic battles.  They also expected it to be inescapable, physical, tangible – 
something that could be unmistakably seen and pointed to.  These things they were 
looking for weren’t happening with Jesus, so they tauntingly had asked him, “Hey Jesus, 
when’s this kingdom going to come?”  You can almost hear the teasing in their voice. 
 “Jesus replied, ‘The kingdom of God does not come with your careful 
observation, nor will people say, “Here it is,” or “There it is,” because the kingdom of 
God is within you’” (v. 20b-21).  Basically he says, “You guys have got it all wrong, 
you’re looking for the wrong things, it’s not the way you thought.  In fact, it is right 
here.”  “The kingdom… does not come with your careful observation…”  This could 
mean the kingdom won’t be brought in by your legalistic observing of the Law.  The 
Pharisees were pretty big on keeping all the OT rituals and regulations rigidly.  But the 
ESV translation makes what he’s probably saying a lot clearer: “The kingdom of God is 
not coming with signs to be observed,” meaning if you’re looking for a big fireworks 
show right away then you’re looking for the wrong thing. 
 So he corrects the Pharisees misconceptions about the kingdom by saying it’s not 
coming with the big indicators you’re thinking of and neither “will people say, ‘Here it 
is,’ or ‘There it is.’”  In other words you’re not going to be able to spread out a map and 
point to a region labeled kingdom of God or something like that.  Jesus says, “You’ve got 
it all wrong; your thinking here is blinded.” 
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 Why?  Why are they so disoriented?  “Because the kingdom of God is within you 
(NIV).”  Now unfortunately again the NIV has done a poor job of translating this.  This 
can lead you to believe that Jesus is saying, “The kingdom is inside of you; it’s in your 
hearts; it’s a purely spiritual thing.”  That can’t be what he’s saying, first of all, because 
THESE ARE PHARISEES!  They’re not on the right side of things.  Remember, they’re 
opposed to Jesus.  He wouldn’t be saying that the kingdom is inside of them.  Secondly, 
Jesus’ understanding and the rest of the Bible’s understanding of the kingdom is very far 
from some sort of ethereal, spiritual, internal concept.  It is a very real reign, not just 
some nice thought. 
 Again, the ESV translation is preferred here: “for behold, the kingdom of God is 
in the midst of you.”  In the midst of you, not within you.  The kingdom is present among 
them, not inside of them.  They are in the presence of the kingdom even though they 
themselves are not in the kingdom because they are in the presence of Jesus Christ, the 
kingdom’s king himself!  So essentially, Jesus is stating bluntly, “Look no further for the 
kingdom because it’s right in front of your eyes.” 
 In Jesus Christ, the king of kings, the kingdom has come.  He was the one foretold 
and foreshadowed in the OT who would bring righteousness and justice and peace and 
the Pharisees didn’t recognize it.  They were looking for the wrong signs to be observed – 
an overthrow of Roman hegemony and establishment of a Jewish state ruling over all the 
earth.  In the process they missed the real signs: “The blind receive sight, the lame walk, 
those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 
preached to the poor” (Lk. 7:22). 
 This is what Jesus told the non-disciples, the non-believers: The kingdom has 
come!  What you’ve always hoped for and longed for and what you really need is here in 
me!  So to those who may be here this afternoon who don’t know Jesus yet: He’s what 
you’re looking for!  Believe in him!  Come into the kingdom, righteousness, peace, 
joy…it’s all found in him, now!  Everything you’re heart has been waiting for is available 
now in Christ.  That’s what Jesus is saying. 
 Christians: this is a reminder that the kingdom has come.  If you are in Jesus 
Christ through faith, rejoice!  Your sin is paid for, you have victory over death, you have 
peace with God, you have the Holy Spirit.  But notice, this is how Jesus addresses the 
Pharisees.  He stresses the reality of the kingdom/the presence of the kingdom to the non-
believers; he’s going to spend the rest of the chapter talking specifically to his followers. 

What does that tell us?  What does it tell us that his emphasis is different with 
non-believers than it is with believers?  I think that tells us that the primary thing we tell 
the non-believing world around us is that the kingdom of God is here, repent and believe 
the good news!  That’s our primary focus with non-Christians.  Don’t start off giving 
them a lecture on the fourteen different variations of premillennialism.  Don’t have 
evangelistic Bible studies on the book of Revelation.  Tell them about how Jesus brought 
the kingdom and that it’s here now and how it’s what they need. 
 Our job is to proclaim the gospel – the good news of the kingdom’s arrival in 
Jesus – to non-Christians who are skeptical, deceived, ignorant, or just plain hostile.  It 
has come!  We must be unwavering and uncompromising and unrelenting in our 
proclamation to the city of Chicago, where we live, that the kingdom of God has come.  
We need to say, “There is something in your midst that is radically better than what your 
life has to offer.”  In the body of Christ, the kingdom of God is present.  Satan’s 
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dominion over this city has been broken.  The time of fulfillment is now and people need 
to come to Jesus and enter the kingdom. 
   So realize that; remember that; believe that; declare that.  Christ the king is 
reigning from the right hand of the Father and we are his subjects on earth enjoying his 
benevolent, sovereign reign.  But we who are in the kingdom know that there is still more 
to come.  We still await a future time when the kingdom of God will not co-exist with the 
crumbling kingdom of this world, where we will no longer have to live among a fallen 
world with enemies of the gospel, when Christ will come again to be even more fully 
with his people and to banish forever all those who refused to become citizens of his 
eternal kingdom.  We know the big mountain that was in the distance is really two 
mountains – the kingdom comes in two stages and stage two will not sneak up on people 
or go unnoticed. 
 Disciples need to know this.  That’s why Jesus turns to them and gives them 
instructions on how they should behave when he’s gone after his death.  Look now at v. 
22 – “Then he said to his disciples, ‘The time is coming when you will long to see one of 
the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it.’”  “There are days ahead when you 
will beg for my return, but it won’t happen.”  Jesus is preparing them for tough times 
ahead when his disciples will be tempted to despair, when they will long for him to 
consummate the kingdom and usher in its final state, but Jesus says the days will not 
come.  Those days are now, folks. 
 The kingdom’s present.  Oh yes, it’s present.  But things are many times hard.  
There is persecution.  The sin of the world disgusts us and the fight against sin that 
remains in our own hearts will exhausts us.  There’s a tendency to want to throw our 
hands up in the air and give up/retreat; we yearn for the days of the Son of Man and final 
rest.  Now, it’s not wrong to long for the return of Christ and to look forward to that day – 
there is a healthy longing that is right to have.  But it is wrong to give up on this life, to 
check out completely, to disengage and abandon this world and wait around for Jesus to 
come back. 
 Jesus is saying that there’s going to be a long period when the kingdom’s 
inaugurated, but not yet consummated.  That’s when we live.  And we await the Lord’s 
return, but we also enjoy the benefits of the kingdom we have now – purpose, life, joy, 
forgiveness, power – and we are to ceaselessly plead with non-believers to enter in while 
there’s still time.  We have a job to do.  We don’t just sit around and speculate on the end 
of the world or look for it here and there.  Jesus said, “Men will tell you, ‘There he is!’ or 
‘Here he is!’  Do not go running off after them” (v. 23). 
 I know of Christians who are so obsessed with end times stuff and prophecy that 
they are always talking about it.  Have you ever met these kinds of people?  They are the 
ones who visit websites devoted to watching Jerusalem for signs of the return of Christ.  
They probably have all the Left Behind series and all kinds of books with weird looking 
charts and audacious claims about who the Antichrist is.  Folks, there is huge temptation 
especially in some brands of Christianity to get so caught up in end-times prophecy and 
so alarmed at the way the world is going and the newest headlines in the Middle East that 
we completely forget that the kingdom is here now and that there is a mandate to be 
involved in this world we live in. 
 The most famous and clear example from history of this warped mindset is that of 
the Millerites, led by William Miller who claimed that he had deciphered from the book 
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of Daniel the exact time when the Lord would return.  It would be on October 22, 1884.  
A lot of people bought into this.  He amassed a large following of people as that date 
approached.  As many as 100,000 people gathered together on that day on mountains and 
hillsides to “meet the bridegroom” as he returned.  Of course it didn’t happen and many 
of them were so disillusioned that they lost their faith, not to mention how they became a 
laughingstock to the world. 
 Jesus gives three reasons why his disciples shouldn’t do that, shouldn’t just sit 
around and wait for him to come back and why they shouldn’t run after the newest 
reports about the end of the world.  Three reasons, starting in v. 24: 
 (1) The first is an example from nature that illustrates the universality of the 2nd 
Coming of Christ.  “For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which 
flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other.  But first he must suffer many 
things and be rejected by this generation.”  Jesus makes it explicit again that he must/it is 
necessary according to God’s eternal plan of salvation that he is rejected by the majority 
of Jews during his time (so the gospel can go out to all the nations of the earth) and that 
he is killed on the Cross (so the sins of humanity can be paid for).  This is the culmination 
of stage one. 
 Stage two, the day of the Lord, the day of the Son of Man will be universal and 
powerful, like a mighty lightning bolt that lights up the whole sky.  We should not expect 
to watch him on CNN as he floats down from the clouds in Jerusalem.  That’s a 
misconception of the 2nd Coming.  Like a huge lightning bolt ripping through the entire 
night sky and lighting up everything, the return of Christ will mean the ripping open of 
the sky all across the globe (Rev. 6:14 describes it as “the sky [splitting] apart like a 
scroll when it is rolled up”) and the spiritual reality of Christ sitting at the right hand of 
the throne will become visible to all, everywhere. 
 Greg Beale, our summer retreat speaker this year, puts it this way: “When Christ 
appears, he will not descend from the sky over Boston or London or New York City or 
Hong Kong or any other one localized area.  When he appears, the present dimension will 
be ripped away, and Christ will be manifest to all eyes throughout the earth.”1  So we 
shouldn’t pay any attention to reports saying, “There he is” or “Here he is.”  When he 
comes, there will be no mistake.  It will be like a magnificent light show on a hot summer 
night and the whole world will know.  Magnificent, that is, for those who are part of his 
kingdom, but dreadful and fearful for those who aren’t. 
 (2) The second reason why we shouldn’t be obsessed with reports of his coming is 
an example from the OT that illustrates the suddenness of the 2nd Coming.  Jesus draws a 
comparison between his return and the unexpectedness of the flood.  “Just as it was in the 
days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.  People were eating, 
drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark.  Then 
the flood came and destroyed them all” (v. 26-27).  When it comes it will come quickly. 
 Noah and his family knew there was a great time of judgment coming and they 
were told about the way of salvation.  We know there will not be an open door forever for 
people to come to Christ and for God to delay the wrapping up of his plans for history.  
We have the ark of salvation in Christ.  But just like then, life will go on as normal right 
up until the music stops and Christ shows up in glory.  We are to be ready and constantly 
appealing to people to enter the kingdom and when he comes – BOOM! – he will come. 
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 (3) The third reason is like the second.  It’s an example from another OT event 
that illustrates the quickness and suddenness of the 2nd Coming.  Remember the story of 
Sodom?  Sodom was a wicked and depraved city that God was going to judge.  He sent 
angels to rescue the only righteous man in the city, Lot, along with his family and as they 
fled in haste the Lord rained down sulfur to singe the city and destroy everyone in it.  
Jesus says, “It was the same in the days of Lot.  People were eating and drinking, buying 
and selling, planting and building.  But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained 
down from heaven and destroyed them all” (vv. 28-29). 
 The universal return of Christ will happen immediately at a time when life is 
going on as usual.  People will be going out to eat, dancing at clubs, watching movies, 
planning weddings, going to work, sleeping in bed, driving their cars, just going about 
their normal lives and – SNAP! – Christ will be revealed from heaven and the end will be 
here.  When Christ comes it will be unmistakable and abrupt. 
 Like lightning lights up the whole sky, like the day of the flood or the destruction 
of Sodom when everyone woke up and just thought it would be another day – v. 30 says, 
“It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.”  Listen, there will be a 
catastrophic day sometime in the future when this will happen and in an instant the world 
we be changed.  In the meantime though, what do we do? 

We who have experienced the blessings of the kingdom through Jesus Christ shall 
not spend our days looking to the sky.  There are good days to come, but we still live in a 
time when there is so much good already.  The kingdom is here, already.  We should not 
disregard or diminish that reality.  Our eternity is secure, so in the meantime we don’t just 
sit around and twiddle our thumbs or pine for the return of Christ.  We have a job to do.  
We proclaim to Pharisees, family, friends, fellow workers, and fellow neighbors the 
present reality of the kingdom because of Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection from 
the dead.  We live out the gospel. 

I don’t think there are too many apocalyptic whackos in this church, but there is a 
subtle mindset among us that is disinterested in this world.  “I’m not going to waste my 
time working or raising a family or settling down into a neighborhood or participating in 
community activism or reading history or engaging culture or interacting with academia 
or ____” – any number or ‘secular’ things, ‘worldly’ things.  “I’m saved and I’m just 
going to focus on me and God and gather for warmth with others who are saved until 
Jesus takes me home or comes back to get me outta this rotten city and the mess of a 
life.” 

Jesus says, “I’ve come that you may have life and have it to the fullest, so live.  I 
haven’t come to take you out of the world, but to send you into the world to be the 
kingdom amidst the darkness and to bring others into the light.  Dig in for the long haul, 
put down roots, make a home, work for the good of your city, demonstrate the reality of 
my righteous rule.  Be salt and light.  Get a job.  Buy a house in the UIC area.  Join the 
PTA.  Have your neighbors over for dinner.  Make friends with non-believers so that you 
can introduce them to Jesus.  And when the time comes, I’ll come back suddenly and 
definitively.  Don’t be excessively preoccupied with that.  Until then live and proclaim 
the kingdom.” 
 
Not Getting Too Comfortable (vv. 31-37) 
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 So can you see a potential danger behind the lyrics to the old-time gospel hymn: 
“This world is not my home, I’m just a passin’ through…”?  Separatism and out of 
control millennial mania!  But can you also see the truth of that hymn?  Can you see an 
opposite danger in swinging the other direction – living with a complete indifference to 
the return of Christ and the consummation of the kingdom?  We mustn’t forget the hope 
we have in Christ for something even better.  We mustn’t have an over-realized 
eschatology that fails to remember that there’s more than what we’re currently 
experiencing.  Jesus is telling his disciples not to be too disengaged from this world and 
yet not to be too enamored with it; to be in the world but not of the world; to make 
ourselves at home, but not to get too comfortable here. 
 Some of you are too comfortable.  You’ve been sucked into worldly mindsets that 
say this is all there is, money and status are important, securing my immediate pleasure 
and safety is the first priority, having a boyfriend or a girlfriend or a husband or a wife or 
having a child that’s a doctor or a lawyer is my meaning in life.  Some of you are not 
living in such a way so as to be ready for Christ to come back at any moment.  Some of 
your hearts have become too attached to the things of this world and that’s an even more 
dangerous state to be in. 
 Let’s look at the last part of this segment, look at vv. 31-37: “On that day no one 
who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them.  
Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything.  Remember Lot’s wife!”  Here 
we have a clear warning against setting our hearts on this world above God and we have 
an illustration from the earlier OT story to back it up. 
 On the day of the Son of Man when he comes like lightning out of nowhere, the 
first impulse of your heart must be, “Yes!  My Lord!”  If it is, you will be changed in a 
flash, in a twinkling of an eye (cf. 1Cor. 15:51-52) and you will be caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air and to be with him forever (cf. 1Thess. 4:17).  On the other hand, if you’re 
first impulse is, “Uh… my kids!  My family photo album!  My computer!  My CDs!  My 
wife!  My television show that’s on tonight!”  Then you will be wiped out by the 
splendor of his coming and exist forever in utter misery. 
 Have you ever thought about what you would do if your apartment or your house 
caught fire?  What things would you grab in your hands as you fled?  I can remember as a 
kid having a family escape plan in case of a fire and I had in my mind that I would rescue 
my baseball card album containing 80 some Ryne Sandberg cards, including all three of 
his rookie cards.  If I could just keep those while everything else burned.  They had a 
special place in my heart. 
 Jesus wants to have the highest place in our hearts so that when he shows up we 
don’t care about baseball cards or anything else, our minds should not go immediately to 
earthly possessions at the appearing of Jesus Christ.  Like a little girl who drops her 
Barbies on the ground and runs to the door at the return of her father from a business trip, 
we should be ready for Christ’s return by not giving our affections to another.  What do 
you think?  Is your heart in that place today?  Would you turn back and run in that split 
second when Christ appears or would your face light up if it were today? 
 Remember what happened to Lot’s wife.  Her heart was so attached to Sodom that 
on the day she and her family were told to flee and not look back, she turned around in 
longing for her city and her friends and she was immediately turned into a pillar of salt.  
She did not escape the judgment because her heart was set on the burning city. 
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 Jesus sums this up in v. 33 – “Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and 
whoever loses his life will preserve it.”  This is a recurring theme of Jesus’.  He wants 
followers who are sold out in their devotion to him, who prize him above everything, 
even their own lives because only in doing so is it possible to find life.  He wants us to be 
like the man who found a treasure hidden in a field and when he found it, he hid it, 
joyfully sold everything he owned, and then bought that field (cf. Mt. 13:44).  He wants 
us to be able to echo the words of David when he was in the desert of Judah, “Your love 
is better than life” (Ps. 63:3). 

Can you echo those words, at least faintly?  If not, the coming of Jesus will not be 
pleasant for you (and that’s an understatement).  Let’s look at the final verses of this 
chapter and see what Jesus says will be the reality on that great and awful day: “‘I tell 
you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left.  
Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left.  
[Where’s v. 36?  Well most likely there is no verse 36, but some scribes added the words 
from a parallel in Matthew which said two men will be in the field; one will be taken and 
the other left, so it doesn’t affect the meaning to have the third illustration or not]’  
‘Where, Lord?’ they asked.  He replied, ‘Where there is a dead body, there the vultures 
will gather’” (vv. 34-37). 

What Jesus is saying is that there will be people who go to be with him and 
people who don’t even from within the same social circles – a husband and wife in bed 
together: one goes to be with Jesus, one remains for the vultures; best friends doing their 
daily chores together: one goes, one remains; two co-workers in the fields: one goes one 
stays.  This is a time of separation: sheep and goats, believers and unbelievers. 

Verses like this and others in the NT that teach that even within the church there 
will be some who are not taken to be with Christ present me with one of the most 
disturbing and scary propositions as a pastor – that some of my own church who sit and 
listen to me preach every week will be so charmed by the stuff of earth and so in love 
with their lives that when our great Savior returns their hearts will leap towards their 
stuff, their comfortable life in this world.  That prospect makes me shudder.  Please don’t 
be so in love with piddly trinkets that when the infinitely valuable treasure, the precious 
lamb that was slain, is suddenly revealed to you either at his coming or at your death you 
turn away by reflex and receive his wrath!  This is real, folks. 

The disciples are still a little unclear on this universality concept so they ask, 
“Now where is this going to happen?”  And Jesus replies, “Everywhere there are people 
who are spiritually dead left behind to consciously rot.  Vultures will eat away at their 
flesh.”  So it’s kind of another way of saying everywhere, but it’s also a dark and gloomy 
ending that serves as a gruesome warning against not being ready for Jesus to return by 
being too at home in this world.  This is not referring to what’s called the ‘rapture’ by 
some people. 

This may upset some people, but I feel like I must say it here: I don’t think there’s 
going to be a ‘rapture’.  I think there should be bumper stickers that say – “Warning: if 
you see this car become mysteriously unmanned then in the next nanosecond you will be 
experiencing excruciating punishment so repent and believe in Jesus.”  All that remains 
now is the return of Christ to usher in the final stage of redemptive history.  [Now if I just 
really offended someone or totally confused somebody, please come talk to me afterward 
and I can explain more about why I believe this is what the Bible teaches]. 
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Conclusion 
 So how’s this going, that is this walking the tight rope between being at home 
away from home in this world and yet not becoming too comfortable and losing your 
saltiness?  Are you content and satisfied with all that God is for you in Jesus and at the 
same time eagerly awaiting all that he will be for you in eternity future?  That is the 
Christian life. 
 Paul exemplifies this balance.  In 2 Cor. 5 he states that he “would prefer to be 
away from the body and at home with the Lord” (v. 8).  He even “groans” for that day, 
yet he concludes to make it his “goal to please [God], whether [he is] at home in the body 
or away from it” (v. 9).  We see this even more clearly in Phil. 1:21-24 – “For to me,” 
Paul says “to live is Christ and to die is gain.  If I am to go on living in the body, this will 
mean fruitful labor for me.  Yet what shall I choose?  I do not know!  I am torn between 
the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more 
necessary for you that I remain in the body.” 
 Are you torn between the two – being with Christ forever and fruitful labor for 
Christ’s kingdom in this world?  That’s what this passage in Luke is all about.  Darrell 
Bock remarks with wit about the details included in Lk. 17:20-37, “[This] outline is 
designed not to have us prepare charts, but to prepare our hearts.”2  Where are our hearts 
at?  Miserable, discontent, unhappy, drunk with temporal pleasures like a nice family, a 
nice salary, and a nice approach shot off the fairway?  Or are we enjoying life in the 
kingdom now and committed to living that out amidst the perishing world around us right 
up until Christ our hope calls us home or returns? 
 Are you ready to go to heaven?  Are you working for the kingdom in the 
meantime?  Are you making the most of the time you have in this life, not by seeing how 
many different countries you can visit before you die, but by how you can grow in your 
affection for Christ, your obedience to him, and your witness of his kingdom to the 
world?  Let’s pray that God makes our hearts fixed on him. 
 
Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious 
to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. – Nu. 6:24-26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 
Nathan Carter on Sunday afternoon, February 13, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 
personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
 
End notes: 
                                                 
1 From a 2002 class handout labeled G.K. Beale, 1-2 Thessalonians (Downers Grove: IVP, forthcoming). 
2 Darrell L. Bock, Luke, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 458. 


