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Introduction 
 I want us to start off with a little exercise.  Let’s try to trace our steps from the 
beginning of the day today right up until you came to church and let’s try to do it with an 
eye towards God’s actions in our life.  How many of you experienced God working good 
in your life already today?  Let’s start at 12:01 AM.  I’m not going to assume that 
everyone’s like me and has been asleep for several hours by the midnight hour.  Maybe 
before you retired for the night you were listening to some music.  Air molecules 
vibrating in waves with varying amplitude and frequency reach a thin tissue inside your 
ear.  The vibrations of your ear drum are sensed by tiny nerve endings that send electric 
impulses to your brain where this organic CPU interprets the sound as melodious tunes 
distinguished by tone and pitch and volume and rhythm. 

Some kinds of music make your brain tell the pituitary gland to release 
endorphins that shoot throughout your body and tell it to calm down or soothe you or 
make you feel happy.  Some kinds of music make your brain tell the adrenal gland to 
send out adrenaline throughout the bloodstream and get you pumped up or excited.  
Music can express beauty, angst, excitement, blues, romance, mystery, and much, much 
more.  Not everyone is able to hear; some people are deaf.  Noise didn’t have to exist, 
much less have euphonic variation… but it does. 

Well, let’s assume you fell asleep.  I’ll assume most of us fell asleep on a soft bed 
or a couch in a warm house without any fear of disaster.  As your mind slips into this 
semi-conscious and then unconscious state your body goes into standby mode – muscles 
relax, heart rate slows down, temperature and blood pressure decrease, and your body on 
the cellular level begins to repair itself and rejuvenate from the day’s labors (without 
sleep you would not live long).  Body tissue like the epithelium starts to rapidly 
proliferate itself while your brain activity proceeds through 4 different stages every 1.5 to 
2 hours where it sorts the data that’s been downloaded throughout the day (without sleep 
you would go crazy after awhile). 

At the beginning of Stage 1 after a completed cycle you have what’s called REM 
sleep when your dreams mostly occur.  Have you ever had sweet dreams, nostalgic 
dreams of childhood settings, or euphoric dreams where you can fly?  Did you have a 
pleasant dream last night?  Where do those pleasant dreams come from?  We like to sleep 
don’t we?  It’s enjoyable.  You all slept last night.  What a blessing. 
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And then at some point you woke up, some of you earlier than others.  Light from 
a giant ball of continuous nuclear energy 92,960,000 miles away from us gently peaks 
through your bedroom window and falls softly on your face.  You may curse it, 
depending on what time you went to bed last night, but if it ceased to exist you would 
quickly freeze to death in utter blackness.  Maybe you have one of those coffee pots on a 
timer or a spouse or roommate that gets up and starts it every morning.  Coffee 
molecules, with their distinct aroma, waft into the bedroom, make their way to your 
nostrils where again tiny nerve endings send signals to your brain that interpret a 
pleasurable smell. 

You stumble into the bathroom to relieve yourself, your body’s way of ridding 
itself of toxins and byproducts, but weirdly enough even this process by design triggers 
endorphins which in turn make you feel good.  You eventually make your way to the 
table.  For me almost every morning this entails eggs and toast and a tall glass of cold 
milk.  For you it may be OJ and Fruit Loops – whatever pleases you.  And please it does.  
We have things called taste buds, about 10,000 of them that are replaced every 2 weeks 
or so.  They serve no other purpose but to make food pleasurable.  There are also 
chemicals released in your stomach that tell your brain to release those endorphins again.  
It’s fun to be full.  And we not only eat because we need energy to keep our cells going 
and our bodies alive; we eat because we like to.  And I’m guessing that everybody here 
has eaten something today. 

Alright, I’m going to have to speed up or this exercise could take up the whole 
sermon.  Let’s fast forward to the time you left your house, most likely in an internal 
combustion engine powered car where the fuel line didn’t burst and spray gasoline all 
over the engine and blow up – that’s a good thing.  Through a combination of physics 
principles like gravity, friction, inertia, wind resistance your car stayed on the road even 
as you drove 55 mph (okay 65).  Your blind faith trusted the goodness of the universe 
that the traffic light giving you a green was giving the intersecting lanes of traffic a red as 
you coasted right on through without looking.  As you drove you nonchalantly noticed 
the simple beauty of the Chicago skyline against a pure blue sky. 

And as you travel down the interstate you silently uttered a flippant prayer as you 
saw brake lights and the backup and glanced at the clock and noticed it was 1:20 and 
church started promptly at 1:30.  Maybe you also threw up a prayer as you approached 
the building that there would be a parking spot close by. 

Well, the traffic jam cleared up, you pulled right into a spot on the corner as 
someone was leaving, and you sat down in the pew at 1:29 ready to finally meet with 
God.  Let me ask the question again, “How many of you experienced God working good 
in your life already today?”  Every single one of you in a zillion different ways.  It’s all 
God!  “His mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning!!” (Lam. 3:22-
23).  “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights” (James 1:17).  “[God] causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
[God] sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” (Mt. 5:45). 

Now, let me ask you: was your singing just now commensurate with the level of 
blessing and goodness of God that you’ve experienced just today?  Did you feel 
compelled to worship with all your heart, mind, body, and soul as we sang to the 
Beautiful One, the Giver of all good things?  You should have!  Don’t get me wrong, 
worship is not just what you do for 5 songs before the sermon and 3 songs after the 
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sermon once a week.  Far from it.  I hope that as you listen to this sermon your heart is 
singing praise to God, and as you drive home this afternoon your soul is magnifying the 
Lord, and as you go about your profession on Monday your mind is fixed on the 
majesties of God, but Sunday afternoon with fellow brothers and sisters gathered for the 
express purpose of singing praise to God should definitely be a time of worship.  Was it?! 

You see, God gives good gifts to all people, all the time, in a host of different 
ways, revealing an infinite number of his perfect attributes.  That’s just what he does; 
that’s just who he is; there’s no other way to explain the mysteries of the universe from 
taste buds and endorphins to technicolor, braided rings around distant planets.  We’re 
going to see a particular example of this in the passage from the Bible we’re looking at 
this afternoon.  Luke includes vv. 11-19 of chapter 17 in his “orderly account” of Jesus’ 
life and ministry in order to show us that the proper and fitting response to God’s 
goodness is worship.  That is the distinguishing mark of a true believer that sets him or 
her apart from the rest of humanity.  In short, what I hope everyone can see by the time 
we’ve finished going through this section is just this: Saving faith responds to God’s 
gifts with worship. 

Let’s pray and ask God to help us get this point… 
 
The Gift (vv. 11-14) 
 “Now on his way to Jerusalem…” (v. 11a).  Luke won’t let us forget where we’re 
at in the flow of his narrative.  We’re headed with Jesus and his disciples to Jerusalem 
where he has foretold even way back in chapter 9 that, “The Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he 
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life” (v. 22).  As Luke’s unfolding his 
story he won’t let us forget where he’s headed because it’s so key to understanding the 
whole figure named Jesus the Christ.  He’s so much more than just a teacher.  So those of 
you who know the significance of the end of the story, keep it in your mind as you read 
the Jerusalem Journey section and as we go through this section today. 
 “Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria 
and Galilee” (v. 11).  His journey to die in Jerusalem to fully inaugurate the kingdom of 
God was not necessarily a straight shot – the shortest distance between two points.  It’s 
“not a straight-line journey, but a journey of fate.”1 

At this point his traveling ministry is going right along the border between the 
region of Galilee (up north, where most of his early ministry has taken place) and 
Samaria (the high country between Galilee and Judea down south where Jerusalem is).  
The inhabitants of Samaria, the Samaritans, were Jewish half-breeds leftover from the 
Assyrian repopulation of the Northern Kingdom after their invasion in 722 BC.  As a 
result the Samaritans weren’t fully Jewish ethnically and weren’t fully Jewish religiously 
either (meaning their syncretistic brand of religious practice wasn’t in sync with all of the 
OT; most notably they had their own temple on Mt. Gerazim instead of Jerusalem).  In 
other words they were an aberration to the snobbish Jews who refused to associate with 
them. 

Maybe you can think of it like this:  it’s like you’re walking along 16th Street 
between Pilsen and University Village, right where this church is moving to.  Just to the 
north are the yuppies.  Just to the south are the Hispanics and the yuppies don’t have 



4 

much to do with the residents of Pilsen.  Maybe that can help you visualize something 
similar to where Jesus is traveling. 

“As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him.  They stood at 
a distance” (v. 12).  He’s getting ready to enter a little hamlet.  He’s still outside its gates 
and he meets a band of ten people.  The detail included to describe the band of ten people 
– “who had leprosy” – explains why Jesus meets them outside the village.  You see, 
according to OT law, people who contracted this gross skin disease had to live outside the 
city in leper camps, quarantined from society (cf. Nu. 5:2-3).  This also explains why 
Luke mentions that “they stood at a distance.”  In another place the OT required lepers to 
cry out, “Unclean!  Unclean!” in the presence of other people so that nobody would 
inadvertently get too close (cf. Lev. 13:45-46).  Jesus, and presumably his entourage of 
disciples, comes to a stop with this band of ten lepers standing a shout away. 

We know that Jesus isn’t really afraid of lepers.  In fact, he healed one earlier in 
Luke in chapter 5 by touching him, which leads me to believe that if Jesus were around 
today he’d walk right down 16th Street and over to the Rush University Medical Center 
and go right into the Infectious Diseases ward and sit next to an AIDS patient while he 
ministered to him.  Anyway, we read back in chapter 5 that after he healed that leper “the 
news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to be 
healed of their sicknesses” (5:15).  These desperate lepers must have heard the buzz 
about Jesus the healer and decided they’d try to see if he could help them too. 

So they “called out in a loud voice, ‘Jesus, Master [which just means Teacher/one 
who’s known for doing cool things], have pity on us!” (v. 13).  They called on Jesus to 
help them out because they could use some help.  Jesus gave them a quick look over (and 
if you want to know what a leper looks like, just watch a low budget horror flick and look 
out for the walking dead man) and he made up his mind to heal them. 

“When he saw them, he said, ‘Go, show yourselves to the priests’” (v. 14a).  How 
is this to be understood as healing them?  Well, Lev. 14 required people who had 
recovered from a skin disease like leprosy to go and be examined by a priest.  Jesus is 
saying, “Just go do what you would do if you were cured and you will be cured.”  Why 
did he choose to heal them this way instead of touching them or speaking “Be healed!”?  
I’m not really sure, except maybe he likes to mix things up a little bit/show that there’s no 
magic wand or incantation, but just that he’s powerful.  Maybe he wanted them to be 
healed away from him to see what would happen. 

The lepers were probably like, “What?!  This is silly.  We can’t go to the priest 
unless we’re clean.”  But maybe, let’s just suppose there was one of them who said, “No 
guys.  C’mon.  He’s going to make us clean if we just go.”  That’s a little reading into the 
text.  We’re not sure exactly what was going through their heads and what they were 
saying to each other as the healer, Jesus, sent them off unchanged to act as if they were 
changed.  The text doesn’t specifically tell us. 

But it does tell us that “as they went, they were cleansed” (v. 14b).  Pretty cool, 
huh?  They’re leaving, scratching their heads, and all the sudden they notice that huge 
chunks of their scalps aren’t coming off like they normally do.  Then they look at each 
other and actually see people with facial features again.  They’re cured!  They’re clean!  
Jesus has done something good for them. 

Let’s pause right here.  How are we to understand this healing?  How do we 
categorize it and what is it indicative of?  You have ten people looking for some kind of 
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blessing, in this case it’s healing from a physical ailment.  You have Jesus giving them a 
purely physical gift – healing.  He gives it to all ten.  He gives it willingly and without 
hesitation.  We call this common grace. 

It’s called common grace because it’s not special grace.  Special grace would be 
Jesus saying, “Go, you have eternal life;” or “Go, your sins are forgiven;” or “Go, enjoy 
eternal satisfaction in God.”  Instead, it’s just, “Go, you will be cleansed of your skin 
condition.”  It’s grace.  Oh how it’s grace!  It’s a good thing, and they definitely didn’t 
deserve it to happen to them; they have no claim on Jesus to give it to them.  It was freely 
given to them by a good God.  But it didn’t make them any different than all the rest of 
humanity.  In fact, it just made them like others who by God’s good grace already 
enjoyed the absence of leprosy.  We call it common grace because it is on the plane of 
God’s goodness that’s extended to all people; things that are common to all peoples no 
matter who they are – things like health, temporal comfort, physical pleasure, food, 
enjoyment of friends, etc… in one form or another and at one level or another. 

So stick this beneficent act of Jesus in the category of common grace.  
“Subsequent events show that the deliverance is not full forgiveness.”2  Yes, it’s 
supernatural.  Yes, it’s a miracle.  But it’s not the miracle of regeneration, that is of 
making the ten lepers clean on the inside.  That’s the greatest gift possible.  And ordinary 
miracles (as opposed to extraordinary miracles like salvation) happen sometimes for 
people just by God’s good pleasure, notwithstanding whether they’re Christians or not.  
This is simply an example of Jesus, God incarnate, doing something nice to ten people all 
at once. 

So we can, for the sake of application, extend this example to the countless good 
things that millions of people experience by God’s common grace everyday.  When we 
say that God is good it means, as J.I. Packer puts it, “God is good to all in some ways and 
to some in all ways.”3  He is the source of all that’s good and every soul that has existed, 
does exist, or will exist on the face of this earth will be the recipient of God’s goodness in 
some form.  Every breath of air, the experience of laughter, the enjoyment of a sunset, the 
sustenance of food, the warmth of a fire, romantic love, just go on down the line… 
anything good at all that you experience comes from God.  “EVERY good and perfect 
gift is from above,” the Bible says.  Even those who live in remote villages of Africa and 
Asia experience some common grace, but we who live in America experience a plethora 
of his goodness. 
 
The Recognition of the Giver (vv. 15-19) 
 What happens here in vv. 11-14 to these ten lepers is just an example of what 
happens every second to this group of 40-50 people gathered in this building – God’s 
common grace.  But one of them responds to this goodness differently than the other 
nine.  The other nine presumably are elated and run home to their families and begin to 
live life again for themselves, feel good about themselves, and have higher self-esteem.  
But “one of them,” we read, “when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a 
loud voice.”  He didn’t just have a skip in his step and a tune on his lips.  The tune he was 
singing was the doxology: “Praise God from whom all blessings flow…” 
 With a mighty shout he was glorifying God.  He could not keep quiet.  And he 
returned and “he threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him” (v. 16a).  Literally it says 
that he fell upon his face at his feet giving thanks to him.  By the way, this is true body 
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worship – worshipping with your whole body, not just your mouth.  In the OT, one of the 
major words that’s translated worship literally means to bow down, to prostrate oneself.  
The NT has a similar word that we translate worship which means to bow low. 

Have you ever experienced this?  Probably not at church.  We have too many 
inhibitions.  It’s something just to get people to raise their hands in worship at church.  
Just curious: has anyone else felt weird when we sing those words, “We will dance with 
joy, like we’re dancing now,” while we all just stand still?  Hopefully you’ve experienced 
a moment at home or somewhere when you literally could not stand up; you were forced 
to fall to the ground at the presence of Almighty, All-loving God in worship.  That’s 
appropriate.  That’s what this man does here. 

He responds to God’s goodness with worship.  All the others quickly forget about 
Jesus.  And get this: he’s a Samaritan!  Luke hints at this by telling us of the geographical 
setting in v. 11, but cleverly withholds the punch line till now.  The other nine were most 
likely Jews.  Now normally Jews and Samaritans wouldn’t hang out together, but in this 
case the leprosy banded them together because it was such a bad condition.  So we have a 
leper who turns out to be a Samaritan who recognizes Jesus and God as the source of his 
blessing and returns with worship. 

Really, all ten of them should have returned with praise ringing from their lips, 
but if some did and some didn’t you would expect the Jews to be the ones who did.  
“Jesus asked [his disciples], ‘Were not all ten cleansed?  Where are the other nine?  Was 
no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner” (vv. 17-18)?  God 
deserves unanimous praise because of his common grace, but only a fraction of people 
render what is due his name and sometimes it’s the last people you would suspect who do 
it. 

Now this reaction (recognizing that the source of the blessing was through Jesus 
and returning to him in order to praise God) displayed something different about the 
Samaritan.  The apprehension of God behind the blessing and the response of worship 
demonstrated that he was saved by faith.  He was not just healed of leprosy, he was 
healed of his sin-disease that blinded him to the God behind the good.  Look at v. 19 – 
“Then [Jesus] said to him, ‘Rise and go; your faith has made you well.’” 

Now is he saying your faith is what allowed you to be healed of leprosy and that’s 
it?  No, I don’t think so.  I’m sorry to say that this is a less than desirable translation.  The 
word translated “made well” does have that sole connotation other places in Luke.  It can 
mean simply “healed” (i.e. 8:50).  But this is also the same word translated “saved” 
dozens of times throughout the NT.  Luke 19:10 – “For the Son of Man came to seek and 
to save what was lost.”  It’s the same word that we find in Romans 10:9 – “That if you 
confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved.”  It has that same connotation here. 

Lucan scholar Joseph Fitzmyer translates this verse “Your faith has brought you 
salvation.”4  I. Howard Marshall comments, “His faith has been the means of his cure and 
his salvation.”5  Another scholar, John Nolland, concludes, “As much of a foreigner as he 
might be, this man is now sent off by Jesus as a person who has experienced the salvation 
that Jesus came to bring.  None of the others, despite their new-found freedom from 
leprosy, receives this special blessing.”6  So what I’m trying to show you is that v. 19 
tells us that this Samaritan was saved. 
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He had his eyes opened to apprehend God as the all-powerful, good being behind 
his blessing and realized the proper response was worship and thanksgiving.  It takes 
saving faith to do that and that’s what saving faith always does.  The fact Luke highlights 
so dramatically, that he was a Samaritan, just underscores the truth that nobody is beyond 
the scope of God’s common grace, definitely, but also that nobody is beyond the scope of 
God’s special grace.  It doesn’t matter how far from God one is, how messed up his 
theology is, how low his position on the social ladder, God can make a worshipper out of 
him. 
 
Application 

So the theological premise that comes out of this is: Saving faith responds to 
God’s gifts with worship.  Now let’s make that proposition a little more personal.  First 
of all, if you’re a non-Christian, that is if you’re not saved, that is if you don’t worship 
the Creator God through Jesus Christ, then I want to plead with you today to follow the 
trail back to God and experience saving faith for the first time.  Ask yourself where does 
all the goodness, all the beauty, all the blessings, all the breaks I’ve gotten in my life 
come from?  Don’t be as oblivious as the nine healed lepers in the story.  Follow the 
stream of blessings in your life back to its source – God – and fall on your face and 
worship the fountain of life. 

You know he’s there, now glorify him as God and give thanks to him.  Don’t 
foolishly exchange the truth of God for a lie and worship created things rather than the 
Creator – who is forever praised.  Don’t be like a dog that when it sees a finger pointing 
at a bowl of food, becomes fixed on the finger and sniffs the finger and completely 
ignores the thing it is meant to point to.  It would be profoundly unwise to live your 
whole life without acknowledging God and worshipping him and to one day stand before 
him at the end and have no excuse.  Worship your Creator and Sustainer! 

Now if you are a Christian, that is if you’re saved, that is if you’re a worshipper of 
God through Jesus Christ, then there’s a lot in here for you too.  Number 1 – If you really 
do have saving faith, start acting like it and stop treating God as your personal gumball 
machine in the sky.  Many times we can do just what the nine did in the story and ask for 
a blessing and when God answers our prayer we can completely forget that it was entirely 
God’s grace that met our need.  We presume upon God and fail to respond to his grace 
with jubilant, heartfelt worship. 

How many times has that happened to you?  How many times have you prayed 
for a certain job, help on a test, recovery from illness, admittance into a program, safe 
travel, something that was a dire need/an urgent prayer request at the time and when you 
got it you quickly forgot that it was God who worked that blessing in your life and it’s 
God alone who deserves thanks, honor, praise, and recognition?  I know I do this all the 
time.  This passage teaches us that saving faith responds to God’s gifts with worship.  
Don’t continue to take him for granted.  “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name” 
(Ps. 29:2). 

Number 2 – Use common grace as a tool in worship.  That is, even those unasked 
for, many times unnoticed, blessings – things like what I mentioned at the beginning 
(cold drinks of water after playing basketball, wind blowing through your hair as you 
drive and listen to music on a 55º sun-soaked day at the beginning of February, rain drops 
on roses and whiskers on kittens).  Use them to help you worship.  We must recognize 
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that God is behind everything that is good.  And we should use those things to fuel our 
praise to him. 

This is what the Psalmist would do.  He says, “When I look at the night sky and 
see the work of your fingers – the moon and the stars you have set in place – what are 
mortals that you should think of us, mere humans that you should care for us?”  By 
pondering God’s common grace revealed in creation he is in awe and he finishes with 
praise and worship – “O Lord, our Lord, the majesty of your name fills the earth!” (Ps. 
8:3-4, 9; NLT).  Poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote: 

 
Earth’s crammed with Heaven, and every common bush aflame with God;  

But only he who sees takes off his shoes, the rest sit ‘round and pluck blackberries.7 
 
 I love those lines.  Think about it.  All the world is in a sense holy ground.  Open 
your eyes, take off your shoes and worship him.  Those who are saved should not merely 
sit around and pluck blackberries.  If you’re feeling difficulty in praising God and 
worshipping him, just look around you and “count your blessings, name them one by one.  
Count your many blessings and see what God has done.”  God has revealed himself in 
common grace, now use it to worship him. 
 
Conclusion 
 Essentially what we’re talking about here is the difference between cat theology 
and dog theology.  Have you ever heard of the difference between cat theology and dog 
theology?  Cat theology says, “Wow, my master cares for me.  He feeds me and waters 
me and changes my litter.  I must be great.”  Dog theology on the other hand says, “Wow, 
my master cares for me.  He feeds me and waters me and walks me.  He must be great!”  
Brothers and sisters, our God is great!  He has showered us with so many good things.  
The appropriate response is worship – to praise God in a loud voice, to throw yourself at 
Jesus’ feet and thank him, to give glory to God.  Adore him for his abundant goodness. 
 We have a lot to praise him for, don’t we?  Well, God’s common grace is just 
scratching the surface of his goodness.  We who have been healed of our disease of sin, 
had the balm of Christ’s blood applied to us and been forgiven of all our sins, have the 
promise of eternal life, we have SOOO much to worship him for.  As we celebrate 
together the grounds of our salvation – Christ’s body and blood broken and poured out 
for us – let us keep in mind the infinite goodness of God to us.  Those who have 
experienced this special grace have all the more reason to worship God with all our lives.  
Let’s prepare our hearts to remember the Lord’s sacrifice. 
 
1Cor. 11:23 
 
Benediction 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us on earth 
with so much and in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  Amen. 

 
This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 
Nathan Carter on Sunday afternoon, February 6, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 
personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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