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Introduction 
 Last weekend our whole church (except for just a few people) went up to Lake 
Geneva, WI for our winter retreat.  It was a great time together!  When you’re with 40 
other people in a relatively small space for roughly 48 hours non-stop; when you share 
meals together and rooms together and laughs together for such an extended time there’s 
this inexplicable sense of closeness that’s created.  By the end of the weekend you all feel 
like you’ve known each other for your whole lives. 

And so last Sunday after we had church back here and worshipped together as a 
body one more time, and after we finished hanging around downstairs eating together one 
more time and talking with each other it felt kind of weird to say goodbye and to leave 
and return to “normal” life.  And as I was driving home last Sunday feeling a little bit sad 
that the weekend was over my phone rang.  It was Hobin calling me to make sure I hadn’t 
forgotten something.  It was a short conversation.  I had remembered the object.  But as I 
was about to hang up the phone, this weird sense of intimacy due to the effects of being 
together with the same group of people for awhile combined with the effects of mild 
sleep depravation and made my brain send signals to my mouth to say the words, “I love 
you.” 
 Now, thank goodness, something stopped me just before those words came out.  
But after I hung up I thought to myself, “That was weird.”  Then I told Andrea what just 
happened and how I almost told Hobin that I loved him by reflex.  This strange impulse 
got me to thinking – it caused me to ponder the nature of true community and what 
exactly had happened last weekend.  Is this what is meant by community?  Is this 
mysterious feeling of closeness an indication that I’m experiencing real community?  
What is true community? 
 That word community is such a buzz word these days, isn’t it?  The 
Enlightenment of the 18th century spawned a phenomenon known as modernism, which 
heralded this idea of the objective Self and gave rise to a widespread individualism 
throughout most of Western culture.  Now we are told that society is recognizing the 
follies of modernity, especially its bent toward individual isolationism.  The need for 
other people and the benefits of community are increasingly voiced everywhere you turn 
your ear. 
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It’s not an entirely novel idea; the desire for community has been expressed 
countless times throughout the history of civilization and thought.  I think Jesus himself 
would agree with this trend, but I wonder if he might question our common assumptions 
about what makes community.  Is community that intangible feeling that you experience 
when you hang out together and feel warm fuzzies toward each other, or is it something 
different or something more? 
 Well, we’re going to look at a portion of the Bible this afternoon where Jesus is 
teaching his community of followers what it takes to experience true community.  Luke 
17:1-10 may appear to be a string of isolated topics at first, but as we look together at it 
more closely we’re going to see that it’s Jesus’ prescription for true community.  One 
person has said that “in all these exhortations there is awareness of community.  
Christianity is not a privatized experience of faith.”1  So if you want to see what true, 
intimate, deep, long-lasting, substantial community is really supposed to look like, then 
listen up.  What we’re about to see is just this: True community is a place to fight sin. 
 
Pray… 
 
The Necessity to Fight Sin in the Body (vv. 1-2) 
 As we go through these 10 verses which tell us that true community is a place to 
fight sin, we’re going to see first the necessity to fight sin, then the way to fight sin, 
followed by the power to fight sin, and finally we’ll look at the obligation to fight sin. 

But notice before we go too far that Jesus’ audience has changed.  Jesus is no 
longer primarily addressing the massive crowds or the pretentious Pharisees as he has 
been in chapter 16.  Jesus is now specifically addressing his disciples.  His disciples 
formed a small band of men and women who had dedicated their lives to following Christ 
together.  This group of people represents what would later become the church.  They 
shared in common not primarily their age, their social class, their professions, or even 
their ethnicity (although at this stage the disciples were almost entirely Jews by 
ethnicity).  Instead, their greatest commonality was Jesus Christ and the mutual desire to 
follow him. 

I just want to point out at the outset that deep and substantial community requires 
first and foremost a shared interest in deep and substantial matters.  So if this enigma 
called community is what you think you’re looking for you probably won’t find it 
ultimately in a Stargate fan club or a Jane Austen movie group or a political party or any 
other affinity groups that aren’t organized around ultimate realities like life, death, and 
God and that don’t penetrate beyond the surface of superficiality and into the very core of 
our souls, what makes us tick.  Communities built upon things like common interests or 
shared childhood memories or similar career pursuits will either be perpetually shallow or 
disintegrate as soon as the door to the depths of the human heart are cracked open. 

Why?  Because there is this universal, undeniable reality called sin.  The human 
heart is in its natural state ‘messed up’.  Most people can manage to put on a nice 
countenance for a while, but behind the layers of masks hide disfigured and maimed 
faces.  That’s just the way it is.  God knows it, you can’t fool him.  He notes perceptively 
in Jer. 17:9 – “The [human] heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick.”  
And every single person knows it too, if he’s honest with himself.  We can see it clearly 
in others and deep down we see it unmistakably in ourselves as well.  But our natural 



3 

inclination is to put on more masks.  The problem is the masks only impede community – 
community with other people and community ultimately with God.  So we’ve all got this 
sin problem.  Sin is ubiquitous; it’s found deep within and everywhere without in the very 
patterns and structures of this fallen world.  For real community to exist it must be 
acknowledged and dealt with. 

Jesus recognizes this reality in v. 1 – “Things which cause people to sin are bound 
to come.”  He’s telling his disciples, his own followers, that sin is inevitable.  There’s no 
way around it.  It’s going to happen.  So we should not be surprised when we find sin in 
our lives or in the lives of others, even others within a community of disciples/believers.  
In fact, Jesus promises us that sin will rear its ugly head even within the church and that 
we should expect it.  He literally says, “It is impossible for things which cause one to 
stumble not to come” (v. 1a). 

Do you buy into this concept of sin?  Just think back to your experiences with 
relationships and communities in the past.  Have you ever been hurt by someone?  Have 
you ever felt betrayed?  Have you ever mistreated someone else?  Is your same group of 
high school friends still completely intact, or has there been some kind of falling out?  
How many civilizations have fallen throughout human history?  How many utopian 
dreams have failed?  How about communism, did that experiment work?  How many 
rock bands have split up?  Do you get my point: just a quick look at our own history and 
human history show us that sin is ubiquitous and present in every community of people. 

Now how about this: How many churches do you know of that are perfect, where 
no one’s ever argued, where nobody’s ever been tripped up and fallen down, where 
everyone’s perfect?  I’ll answer that one – zero, not even this one.  Nobody’s perfect, we 
all have the predisposition towards evil and when you put a bunch of fallen, sinful people 
together you are bound to have sin manifest itself in an infinite variety of ways.  That’s 
the reality of life.  Sin is a real force in the world and everybody’s predestined to stumble. 

Nevertheless, Jesus says that sin’s inevitability is no excuse.  Messed up, self-
centered, cold-hearted, back-stabbing, God-ignoring words and deeds are guaranteed to 
occur among fallen people no matter who they are, and yet Jesus says that does not make 
it the least bit okay.  When you sin, you are held responsible.  And sin is serious business; 
its prevalence doesn’t make it any less wrong.  Sins are so serious that Jesus pronounces 
“woe to that person through whom they come” (v. 1b).  That is, if you bring your sin into 
a community of people (which you inevitably will) woe to you. 

And just to make it clear that sin is really bad he states that a violent death is to be 
preferred over sinning within the body of Christ – “It would be better for him to be 
thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of 
these little ones to sin” (v. 2). 

A millstone was a heavy rock used in those days to grind grain into flour.  “Little 
ones” here is a way of referring to fellow believers, people who are like children in that 
they have a tendency to imitate what they see.  Now why would Jesus say that it’s better 
to die a Mafia-style execution than to introduce sin into the community?  Because sin is a 
big deal.  We want to downplay it by saying things like, “It’s inevitable,” or, “I’m no 
different than anybody else,” or, “It was just a little sin, it wasn’t that big of a deal.”  But 
Jesus says that it is a big deal, it’s better to die a horrible death than to sin. 

Why would he say that?  Because sin is not just breaking some arbitrary rule or 
something benign like that.  Try to strip away all the layers of baggage that has become 
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attached to that word “sin.”  What sin really is, at its basic level, is an affront to a holy 
God.  God is morally pure, perfect, upright, good, loving, beautiful.  By nature this 
glorious, all-powerful being righteously hates all that is impure, defective, depraved, evil, 
and ugly.  Such things cannot be in his presence.  God created humans to know him and 
delight in him and find their joy in him who is all-satisfying.  To snub our noses at him 
and seek fulfillment in things that inherently cannot satisfy (which is what sin is; which is 
what we all do) is utterly unthinkable, despicable, the epitome of foolishness, and the 
definition of wickedness.  It’s heinous.  It’s vile.  And God is right in deploring it and 
punishing it.  Stop thinking of sin as breaking rules.  It’s so much more than that. 

Now you can find communities of people that will tell you that your sin problem, 
however it manifests itself in your life is just okay, that it’s not that big of a deal, in fact 
that its somehow a good thing to be celebrated.  But that is built upon such a lie.  First of 
all, you know that’s not true.  Second of all, you probably won’t be able to share with 
them the deep parts of your soul and deal with what’s really at your core.  And thirdly, if 
you do open up with those things you will be allowed to continue down a path that leads 
to nowhere and encouraged along the way.  And in the end such moral relativism will not 
work because someone’s sin will get so out of control that it will hurt or harm others in 
the community. 

So sin is common to all humans and sinful actions are destined to occur among 
sinful people.  At the same time, this reality cannot be easily glossed over.  Sin cannot be 
taken lightly – it is a dangerous and solemn matter.  Therefore, any community of people 
that does not take this factor seriously and seek to deal with it will be useless.  Verses 1 
and 2 show us the necessity to fight sin – sin left unchecked will destroy us. 
 
The Way to Fight Sin in the Body (vv. 3-4) 
 Therefore, Jesus tells his community of followers, since sin is real and sin is 
deadly serious, to watch themselves.  This is the central thrust that Jesus desires his 
disciples to get.  It’s an imperative verb so take your pen and put a little exclamation 
point in your Bible.  It’s a present/continuous verb so it implies a constant vigilance in 
watching.  And it’s a plural verb with a reciprocal pronoun so it includes all the disciples 
watching out for each other.  Jesus commands his disciples to continually being watching 
for sin in each other’s lives.  Due to the reality of human nature, that’s what has to be 
taking place in a community that’s anything more than a mere social club. 

Have you heard of neighborhood watch programs where members of a 
geographical community devote themselves to keeping an eye out for crime and 
inappropriate behavior and watch their neighbor’s home when they’re not there and vice 
versa?  Well, Jesus is telling his followers to do something very similar.  He’s telling 
them to band together and commit to being on the lookout for sin in their community 
because sin is a much more dangerous enemy than thieves or gang-bangers or graffiti 
artists.  So the way to fight sin is for a community to take mutually responsibility for 
guarding each other – to watch themselves. 
 Now, the way to watch yourself is explained by Jesus in the rest of v. 3 and 4.  
First of all this involves rebuking each other.  Jesus says, “If your brother sins [and he’s 
already said he certainly will], rebuke him” (v. 3).  Rebuke is something you won’t find 
happening on bowling league teams, unless someone fails to pick up a spare on the final 
frame.  Rebuking means calling someone on his sinful behavior or mindset, not just 
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allowing it to pass.  It means confronting people when they’ve slipped into a sin.  Calling 
them to task on it, warning them of the gravity of sin, pleading with them to give it up 
and confess wrong doing and turn the other way. 
 Now this is a pretty foreign and uncomfortable concept, isn’t it?  I know this 
seems hard to do, especially if you’re a non-confrontational type or a really personal type 
that thinks other people have no right to get inside your business.  But to disobey Jesus 
and refuse to rebuke a sinning brother or sister is like sitting back and letting your kid 
play with matches or refusing to take the keys from your friend whose had too much to 
drink and is your only ride home.  It’s dangerous for them and it’s dangerous for you.  In 
fact, it’s unloving to them.  It’s unloving to allow a brother or sister to continue to dabble 
with the poison of sin and it’s harmful for the body as a whole if he or she is allowed to 
continue in it.  It does nobody any favors to turn a blind eye to even the least bit of sin in 
the community. 
 Now let me ask you a question: When is the last time you’ve rebuked someone 
here in IBC?  When’s the last time you’ve been rebuked?  Is this the kind of church Jesus 
envisioned where people are inside each other’s lives and calling each other on sin?  You 
see, if someone for example puts you down in front of others, you don’t just let it slide.  
You go to her and inform her that what she did was wrong and that she needs to repent 
and ask for your forgiveness.  Jesus says in Mt. 18:15, “If your brother sins against you, 
go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.” 

If you witness someone exhibit, let’s say, patterns of anger, you don’t simply pray 
for him or play it down by finding excuses for it.  You go to him and lovingly expose it 
and show him how his anger “does not bring about the righteous life that God desires” 
(James 1:20).  James 5:20 says, “Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will 
save him from death;” and Galatians 6:1 tells us, “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, 
you who are spiritual should restore him gently.” 

By the way, have you ever noticed that many times you can’t smell your own 
breath when it stinks?  Sometimes you just know you have to have foul breath, but most 
of the time it takes someone else that you feel comfortable with and that you trust to tell 
you, “Hey man, your breath is really stale… have a mint.”  It’s the same way with sin – 
many times you don’t realize it unless someone points it out to you. 
 This is the kind of stuff that should be happening in true Christian communities.  
People should be rolling up their sleeves, working inside each others lives, and getting 
their hands bloody as they perform spiritual heart surgery on each other.  And I think it’s 
better to approach someone about a behavior even if you’re not certain if it’s sinful than 
to sweep it under the rug and ignore it.  Rebuke doesn’t have to look like, “You’re doing 
a bad thing!  You’d better stop!”  Instead it can simply be, “I’m not sure that this is quite 
right.  Have you ever thought that maybe this is an outworking of pride?”  Or, “Can you 
explain what you were thinking this morning as you were getting dressed and why you 
picked that outfit?” 

I can remember a particular time when Steve Clark, the guy who preached here 
last week, gently rebuked me as a brother in Christ.  After listening to me rant about how 
upset a certain thing someone did made me he said, “You know, you’re not normally this 
way, it seems like you’re having a hard time submitting to those in authority over you.”  
And I said, “Oh, yeah you’re right,” and immediately I felt the accuracy of his prognosis 
and convicted of my prideful insubordination and I repented.  Because he stood up to me 
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the Holy Spirit used him to keep me from remaining in a destructive path of sin.  That’s 
what we’re talking about here.  Perhaps sometimes by talking it through you can see that 
the other person’s not acting sinfully, but you’re better off having talked it through rather 
than keeping it to yourselves.  That can be a huge hindrance in relationships. 

Friends, sin has to be fought, and the way to fight it is with fellow brothers and 
sisters in Christ keeping watch over each other, not by retreating within yourself, 
pretending everything’s okay, trying to fight it alone.  One of my favorite verses in the 
Bible that describes this kind of corporate sin fighting that should be going on in 
Christian communities and that describes the high stakes involved in the battle is Heb. 
3:12-13.  It says, “See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that 
turns away from the living God.  But encourage [exhort, admonish, rebuke] one another 
daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s 
deceitfulness.” 
 Watch yourselves!  Don’t be naïve!  Sin is crouching at your door; it desires to 
have you (cf. Gen. 4:7) and take you to a place that you do not want to go.  It’s constantly 
seeking to attack you and turn your heart away from God and onto other things – sex, 
money, power,...  Constantly!  That’s why you have to fight it everyday, as long as it is 
called Today.  And you can’t just fight it on your own, you need the help and 
encouragement of other brothers and sisters because sin is extremely deceitful and it can 
harden your heart. 

Do you recognize the seriousness of sin and are you committed to fighting it in 
community?  Are you open to rebuke and are you willing to rebuke?  It has to go both 
ways.  If not, you might as well go join the Rotary Club instead of the church.  One of the 
main objectives of church is to fight sin with each other’s help.  It’s a painful process, but 
not nearly as painful as the alternative. 
 Now we have to put out of our minds any idea of rebuking as hammering people 
all the time.  Great care must be taken to rebuke out of love and with prayer and not to 
receive some kind of perverse joy out of pointing out people’s faults.  If that happens, 
then you will need to be rebuked yourself.  Jesus seems to recognize the judgmentalism 
and dangers that could accompany a rebuking community if rebuking was all there was to 
it.  So he adds this second conditional statement – “If your brother sins, rebuke him, and 
if he repents, forgive him” (v. 3b).  Simply rebuking is not enough to fight sin; there must 
also be real, genuine atmosphere of forgiveness present as well. 
 If you notice sin in a fellow believer’s life, you must rebuke him.  But if he hears 
the rebuke and confesses his sin and desires to turn from it, you must forgive him.  That 
means not holding it against him any more.  That means pronouncing God’s forgiveness 
to him and not bringing it up again and again.  This is hard to do.  This is so absent from 
many people’s concept of rebuke.  Many people like to come down hard on others, but 
are hesitant to extend forgiveness and grace.  Are you like that? 

Here’s where the gospel comes into play.  Real forgiveness is something that’s 
distinctly Christian.  In other words, you can’t really find it among secular groups and 
organizations.  The concept of forgiveness flows out of the gospel.  Jesus’ disciples didn’t 
fully comprehend yet the grounds for the forgiveness Jesus was commanding them to 
extend, not at this point, because Jesus hadn’t shown them the full extent of his love for 
them yet.  What I’m referring to is the cross, the heart of the gospel – that place where 
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Jesus absorbed all of his disciple’s sins into himself and suffered the violent death that 
their sins required and the wrath of God that they deserved. 

Because Jesus did that, sinners can be forgiven of all their sin.  God doesn’t just 
look the other way and pretend it doesn’t exist.  He takes it upon himself and pays the 
price for it himself in the person of his Son.  So sin can truly be forgiven, because of the 
cross.  God doesn’t hold sin against us, because of the cross.  We can proclaim to the 
repentant sinner that his sin is forgiven, because of the cross.  People can find hope for 
their desperately sick hearts, because of the cross.  And we can fight sin together, because 
of the cross.  We don’t just rebuke, we preach the gospel to each other over and over 
again. 
 To be even clearer about this obligation to forgive, Jesus ups the ante and extends 
it even to personal sins against one another.  “If he sins against you seven times in a day, 
and seven times comes back to you and says, ‘I repent,’ forgive him’” (v. 4).  God’s 
forgiveness is boundless.  We offend him 70 million times a day and he continues to 
forgive.  So even if someone repeatedly offends you and sins against you, but comes to 
you in genuine contrition you must forgive him as well.  This is where it gets really hard.  
Our sinful tendency is to hold onto grudges and never let go of offenses.  Jesus says that 
can’t be allowed to happen in true Christian communities.  Forgiveness must never be 
withheld from a truly penitent brother or sister.  The reality that we’re all sinners against 
God and forgiven by his grace forces us to extend forgiveness to those who sin against 
us.  Colossians 3:13 tells us, “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you 
may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” 

In order for sin to be fought, there must be a pervasive aura of grace and 
forgiveness.  The church has to be a place where people are allowed to be themselves, to 
be sinners, where their sin is named for what it is, and where heartfelt grace can be 
extended.  A reluctance to forgive and a reluctance to preach forgiveness or a 
determination to just focus on rebuking or even just pretending that everyone’s okay in 
the end forces people to hide their sin; to cover it up; to put on a good Christian mask.  
And what happens is that sin never gets dealt with and it’s allowed to fester and foment 
under the mask until things get real ugly.  Nobody benefits from this.  Actually, it allows 
people to stay in their sin. 
 Instead, we need to create an atmosphere where everyone’s masks can be taken 
off and we can all be seen as the sinners that we are and then forgiveness can be extended 
to each of us and the destructive sin can be put to death.  Listen to what Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer so astutely points out in his little book on community entitled Life Together: 
 

He who is alone with his sin is utterly alone.  It may be that Christians, 
notwithstanding corporate worship, common prayer, and all their 
fellowship in service, may still be left to their loneliness.  The final break-
through to fellowship does not occur, because, though they have 
fellowship with one another as believers and as devout people, they do not 
have fellowship as the undevout, as sinners.  The pious fellowship permits 
no one to be a sinner.  So everybody must conceal his sin from himself 
and from the fellowship.  We dare not be sinners.  Many Christians are 
unthinkably horrified when a real sinner is suddenly discovered among the 
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righteous.  So we remain alone with our sin, living in lies and hypocrisy.  
The fact is that we are sinners! 

But it is the grace of the Gospel, which is so hard for the pious to 
understand, that it confronts us with the truth and says: You are a sinner, a 
great, desperate sinner; now come, as the sinner that you are, to God who 
loves you [on account of Christ].2 

 
 A community must wake up to that fact that it is composed entirely of sinners, 
recognize the consequences of sin, commit itself to watching each other by rebuking sin 
in each other, and then once sin is repented of we must be willing to forgive.  That’s how 
we grow in holiness.  Being in community with each other is not pretty, in fact it can get 
pretty ugly.  We’re dirty sinners and we are going to do some ugly things and step on 
each other’s toes.  But God has given us each other in order to fight sin together, to be 
agents of sanctification/purification in each other’s lives, to hold each other accountable, 
to not allow each other to have hearts that turn away from God, to be agents of grace to 
sinners in need of it.  Jesus doesn’t say that the Christian community will be or should 
pretend to be perfect.  He’s saying that it should be a place where sin is dealt with and 
forgiveness is prevalent. 

True community is not a place where everyone’s accepted just as they are (which 
usually means we won’t tell you you’re wrong and you won’t be expected to change).  
It’s also not a place where people are continuously condemned.  Rather, deep, real 
community is where everyone is acknowledged to be sinners through and through and are 
called to repentance and offered forgiveness in the name of Christ.  It’s a place dominated 
by the gospel – the recognition that we all sin, that sin’s horrendously bad, and that Christ 
took our sin on himself and paid the price.  He is of sin the double cure: he saves from 
wrath and he makes us pure. 
 
The Power to Fight Sin in the Body (vv. 5-6) 
 So Jesus is saying that sin is going to happen, that it’s really bad, that it needs to 
be fought, and that fighting it involves rebuking and forgiving each other.  At this point 
you can almost picture James turning to John and saying, “What have we gotten 
ourselves into?  When I signed up I just thought we were going to fight the Romans and 
set up a new government.  I had no idea we would be fighting this elusive enemy called 
sin and forming a new community where we’re involved intimately in each other’s 
lives!” 

Can you picture that?  Can you picture the disciples feeling overwhelmed at the 
task their master has just laid out for them?  Can you see why they would cry out in 
desperation, “Increase our faith!” (v. 5)?  They recognize that this is going to require a lot 
of hard work; that they will need a lot of help; that it’s going to be painful; and quite 
frankly they have their doubts as to whether it’s even possible.  After all people will be 
scared off by what seems like nosiness and when someone offends someone else they’ll 
refuse to forgive and run off and leave.  And quite frankly it’s hard for people to give up 
sin.  Why fight a battle you have no way of winning? 

Here’s where Jesus reassures his followers of the power to fight sin.  They asked 
for increased faith to believe such a community was possible.  Jesus replied by telling 
them, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
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uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you” (v. 6).  The mustard seed, as we’ve 
seen before in Luke, was the popular thing to compare something to in Jesus’ day if you 
wanted to say something was really small.  Today we might say, “If you have faith as 
small as an atom or an electron or a quark.”  A mulberry tree was a tree known for having 
a deep and elaborate root system.  It wasn’t easily uprooted. 

So Jesus is saying in this illustration that just a little faith is able to do seemingly 
impossible, large tasks.  Now it’s not faith itself that has the power.  Jesus isn’t talking 
about the power of positive thinking or believing in yourself.  It’s faith in God.  God is 
the mighty power for whom nothing is impossible (cf. Lk. 18:27).  If you just feebly 
believe him and take him up on this power you will see amazing things happen.  Things 
like the strength to rebuke, the ability to forgive, deep community, victory over sins. 

Do you believe in the power of God to make this community become a true 
community?  Do you think it can happen?  Or do you dismiss the idea by thinking, 
“That’s impossible, a little idealistic.  Such an intimate community is unrealistic.”?  God 
can knit us together to be this kind of sin fighting community if we just believe he can do 
it.  How big is your God? 

The power of the gospel is unleashed by faith.  By faith your sins are forgiven.  
By faith in God your sins are fought.  Jesus is saying that God is able to use the 
community to purify your heart and give you progress in battles over sin, to uproot 
certain sins planted deep within your heart.  If there were no power to change, it would be 
quite hard to want to fight sin.  But there is!  There is power for hearts to change.  
Whatever sin you’re struggling with today, with the help of your fellow brothers and 
sisters here in this body and the work of the Holy Spirit living in you, you can fight it and 
see growth.  You are not a slave to sin anymore.  Trust in God to purify your heart and he 
will do it! 
 
The Obligation to Fight Sin in the Body (vv. 7-10) 
 There’s a necessity to fight sin, there’s a way to fight sin, there’s power to fight 
sin which is faith in a powerful God; lastly let’s just look at vv. 7-10 and the obligation to 
fight sin.  Jesus continues with a mini parable: “Suppose one of you had a servant 
plowing or looking after the sheep.  Would he say to the servant when he comes in from 
the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’?  [No.]  Would he not rather say, 
‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that 
you may eat and drink’?  [Yes.]  Would he thank the servant because he did what he was 
told to do?  [No.]  So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, 
should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty’” (vv. 7-10). 
 This is Jesus’ reminder to the sin-fighting community that getting into each 
other’s lives, watching over each other, rebuking sin, forgiving sin, experiencing intimate 
community and seeing corporate growth in holiness is simply the duty of disciples.  It’s 
nothing out of the ordinary; it’s not just for some churches; it’s what’s supposed to be 
happening.  And when it’s carried out successfully by the power of God through faith, 
there’s no room for feeling excessively good about yourselves because in the end you are 
still a bunch of Hell-deserving sinners completely dependent upon God’s grace.  And 
God’s power accomplished everything. 
 This is a good warning, isn’t it?  It warns us not to become prideful when we see 
victories over sin, because sure enough sin will sneak right back up on us and knock us 
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off our high horse.  It warns us not to become conceited about how great of a community 
we have in our church.  It’s a call for Jesus’ disciples to walk with humility and never 
lose sight of the grand, gracious, God we serve and his great, glorious gospel that rescues 
us from our sin.  In fighting sin we are merely unworthy sinners doing what our master 
has called us to do. 
 
Conclusion 
 So does the fact that we spend a lot of time together, watch movies together, have 
a long history together, go on retreats together, and feel those warm fuzzies sometimes 
that cause me to want to tell Hobin I love him make us a community?  Well, not 
necessarily.  True Christian community must involve elements of this aspect, but if that’s 
all it is then it’s really no different than any other social club.  The characters on shows 
like Cheers and Friends (shows that millions of Americans ironically sit alone at home 
and watch to feel vicariously a part of a community) all experience those superficial 
bonds of closeness.  But if you watch the shows closely all the characters were brutally 
lonely and their “community” only served to keep them in bondage to the one cause of 
their emptiness – sin. 
 True community is a place to fight sin.  It’s a place where you don’t have to 
wear masks, where you can be who you are – a vile sinner.  It’s a place where you can be 
honestly told how horrible your sin is.  It’s a place where loving brothers and sisters can 
help you fight sin by rebuking you and forgiving you.  It’s a place where you can 
experience the power to make you white as snow, the power to change, the power to truly 
love others.  It’s a place of true joy, not fleeting pleasure.  Would you like that?  Or 
would you like to hop around from one clique to another and sing Kumbaya until things 
get a little too close for comfort or you get burned? 

If you’ve been a part of this community for a while let me just ask you, “Have 
you opened yourself up completely to your fellow brothers and sisters here for them to 
get inside your life or are you attempting to walk your spiritual walk in relative 
isolation”?  A group of people who merely meet together for a couple hours every 
Sunday and one night a week is not what Jesus had in mind for his church.  Real 
community, where real progress in fighting sin can occur requires a real commitment to 
the body and a real willingness to be open and vulnerable and a real concern for the 
others in the body.  There is no other way to live the Christian life. 
 
Benediction 
May you, being rooted and established in love, have power, together with all the saints, to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and know this love that 
surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
(Eph. 3:17-19) 

 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 
Nathan Carter on Sunday afternoon, January 30, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 
personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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