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Introduction 

A few weeks ago we looked at the first 15 verses in chapter 16 with a sermon 
entitled “The Christian & Money.”  There we saw that money is a tool and a trust, not a 
thing to be treasured – God is to be treasured.  It’s been awhile since that happened and 
so there may be a great chasm fixed in your mind between that text and the one before us 
today.  But in reality there are only 3 verses.  In reality it’s part of the immediate context 
of today’s passage.  So try to bring those verses back to the front of your memory as we 
look at vv. 19-31 this afternoon. 

There we had a parable introduced by the words “there was a rich man...”  Today 
we have a parable introduced by the words “there was a rich man…” That sermon dealt 
with the topic of money.  This sermon deals with the topic of money.  So even though 
there’s been a break of nearly two months, we’re still in the same chapter and we’re 
continuing the same theme.  What we’re going to do is walk through this story that Jesus 
told about another rich man, spend some time extracting from it the biblical principles we 
find there, and then try to get down to applying those biblical principles specifically to 
our lives here at IBC. 

When it’s all said and done today what I want you to get is just this: I must use 
my earthly money in light of eternity.  When you leave here today I don’t want you to 
leave with something to think about.  I don’t want to dump Bible information on you, 
primarily.  I want you to leave here and live like you believe what the Bible says.  I pray 
that you leave here being so heavenly minded that you can be of some earthly good.  I 
desire for you to genuinely feel the truth of Jesus’ words and the reality of eternity and 
show that you believe it by how you use your financial means in this life.  I want you to 
use your earthly money in light of eternity. 
 
Pray… 
 
Text 

Jesus begins his parable by describing for us two different men.  Remember: Jesus 
is talking now to the Pharisees who loved money and thought Jesus was crazy (look at vv. 
14 & 15).  These two parabolic men are presented to us with brief descriptions, but Jesus 
tells us so much.  Try to picture them in your head side-by-side.  First, Jesus introduces 
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us to a certain rich man.  Right off the bat we’re alerted to his financial status – he’s rich.  
He’s filthy rich, so he buys nice clothes.  Not just nice clothes, but fine clothes.  Kent 
Hughes notes, “He lived like a king.  Since purple was the color of royalty, he wore outer 
garments of imported Phoenician wool dyed by the purple of murex, a rare and expensive 
sea mussel.  Next to his skin he wore byssus, unusually fine linen from Egypt… This was 
Roman chic to the nth degree.”1  A modern paraphrase might be “he was dressed in a 
designer European suit and wore only the finest china silk boxers.” 

As you might expect such opulence also resulted in a certain kind of lifestyle: fine 
cuisine, high brow entertainment, swank parties, servants, Oriental perfumes, and a 
vacation home on the Dead Sea.  He “lived in luxury everyday” (v. 19).  The first part of 
v. 20 also reveals to us that he lived in a gated community of sorts.  His mansion was 
secluded from the commoners by a gate.  Have you pictured this rich man in your mind? 

Next, Jesus tries to help us visualize another person.  “At the gate [of the 
anonymous rich man] was laid a beggar named Lazarus” (v. 20).  The rich man, 
putatively an “important person,” is not named by Jesus, but the poor man whose identity 
most people wouldn’t even care about is specifically noted by Jesus.  What does that tell 
you about who’s important to Jesus?  Well, it tells us nothing that should surprise us and 
nothing we haven’t already heard many times in Luke.  It tells us that Jesus sides with the 
poor; that he cares personally for the plight of the economically disadvantaged (cf. 4:18; 
6:20; 7:22, etc.).  Lazarus is the only character in all of Jesus’ parables that has a name. 

Lazarus is described as being laid (passive) in front of the house of the rich man, 
perhaps a signal that he is crippled in some way and can’t move himself (compare with 
Acts 3:2); he’s completely helpless.  Lazarus is also described as being “covered with 
sores.”  Someone living on the streets without the ability to move, without proper 
hygiene, exposed to the elements is a prime candidate for all kinds of skin infections.  He 
laid there in this helpless, miserable state longing to just have the crumbs that fell from 
the rich man’s table reach his tongue.  But the rich man ignored him. 

If that picture is not pathetic enough, Jesus tops it off with the detail that “even 
the dogs came and licked his sores” (v. 21b).  This isn’t a good thing; it isn’t relief for 
Lazarus; it’s further degradation.  Jesus wants us to get a picture in our heads of two 
people on the two opposite poles of society and hold that picture of disparity in our 
minds.  I found a great quote this week that may help the pathos of this last detail hit 
home a little more.  Instead of taking these dogs to be just wild dogs from the 
neighborhood, this commentator argued that they were the pets from the rich man’s 
estate.  Are you ready for this quote?  It may make your stomach churn a little bit.  He 
said, “Instead of a servant coming [to the beggar at the gate] with the fallen scraps, the 
dogs come from having consumed the scraps and continue their meal with the juices that 
ooze from the afflicted man’s sores.”2 

So can you see the two pictures juxtaposed?  On earth the rich man had an 
insulated life of ease, while right outside his front door Lazarus wasted away uncared for 
and unnoticed.  It’s a parable, so for the sake of illustration Jesus gives us two simple, 
one-dimensional characters that contrast as much as possible.  The deep contrast is meant 
to make the ironic role reversal that’s about to happen that much clearer.  Jesus doesn’t 
want to limit the target audience to just the rich and famous.  Even if we don’t have a lot 
of money in our bank accounts right now, every one of us in this room should see him or 
herself in this parable as the rich man.  I say that because all of us have been lucky 
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enough to find ourselves in situations where we have gained the education and social 
network required to make financial independence possible.  So no one here should see 
him or herself as a Lazarus. 

Now the name given to the poor man – Lazarus – literally means, “God has 
helped.”  That’s a clue for us that’s supposed to reveal the character of this poor man.  
Even though the rich man who had to pass him every time he exited and entered his gate 
never helped, Lazarus recognized his poverty before God and depended upon him for 
help.  He had nowhere else to put his hope but in the Lord.  This faith is why when the 
time came for the poor man to die “the angels carried him to Abraham’s side” (v. 22a), a 
metaphorical description of Paradise, or heaven.  Abraham’s side or bosom is most likely 
a reference to reclining intimately at a banquet table with the great patriarch of Israel (cf. 
Jn. 13:25).  The one who longed for the scraps of the rich man’s table was reclining with 
Abraham at the grand banquet table of heaven and feasting on divine delicacies. 

Not long afterwards “the rich man also died and was buried” (v. 22b).  It’s 
interesting that it mentions that he was buried.  In that culture burial was a serious thing.  
One can only imagine the pomp and circumstance that surrounded this event – ceremony, 
dignitaries, spices and oils, a first-rate coffin and mausoleum.  I don’t know how many of 
you were glued to the television last summer like I was to witness all the fanfare that 
surrounded President Reagan’s funeral, but it showed to me the honor that can 
accompany an “important person’s” death and burial.  It was a grand sight.  The 
significance of this rich man’s life was no doubt eulogized as his body was laid to rest 
and await the final resurrection. 

However, mention of the poor man’s burial is conspicuously absent.  It’s possible 
that his soul slipped away while his body was eaten by dogs or vultures.  Perhaps he was 
found dead and thrown onto the garbage heap in the valley of Hinnom.  Did you know 
that every year in Chicago there are 250-300 unclaimed corpses?3  These are dead, 
homeless people found under bridges or in parks or poor people found dead alone in the 
projects.  And no relatives or friends come forward to claim the body.  There’s no grand 
funeral.  So every month a big trench is dug at the Homewood Memorial Gardens and 20-
30 coffins are lined up next to each other and buried in layers with no head stone with 
their names on it to mark their grave.  But the man whose name was known by God was 
escorted to his eternal reward by the emissaries of heaven.  How grand is that? 

And after his death while his body was being prepared for an elaborate burial, the 
rich man’s soul was “in hell, where he was in torment” (v. 23a).  Yes, I said hell.  Jesus 
taught the reality of hell.  Now do you see the great role reversal?  The rich man’s god 
was his money and his heart was cold to his neighbor.  His whole earthly life was 
wrapped up in material possessions and self-sufficiency without a thought towards the 
afterlife, but after his brief (and I mean brief, relatively speaking) stint on earth the 
former “rich man” was the one consigned to misery while poor Lazarus was enjoying the 
richest of fare with God and the saints of history, basking in the light emanating from the 
throne of the beautiful, majestic One. 

The rich man didn’t see this coming and it takes him awhile to fully adjust to the 
new order of things.  We read, “He looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus 
by his side.  So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to 
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire” 
(vv. 23b-24).  First of all, remember this is a parable, therefore it uses figurative language 
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to express certain truths and cannot be taken to discern the climate and geography of 
heaven and hell.  Don’t expect to have conversations with those in hell while you’re in 
heaven.  Okay?  But notice that the rich man in the parable recognizes Lazarus and even 
calls him by name.  He knew who this guy was, but still coldly walked on by everyday 
when he passed his mansion’s gate. 

Also notice that he still thinks that he has certain rights and that Lazarus is in a 
lower caste and should be his servant.  He wants Abraham to make Lazarus be his errand 
boy.  He’s in tortuous misery, symbolized by fire.  His body is hot; his tongue is bone 
dry.  Hell is not a pleasant place and he wants some relief.  He called Abraham ‘father’ 
for he was an ethnic descendant (a Jew), but his life on earth showed that he was not a 
part of the covenant, not a true spiritual descendant of Abraham; he did not inherit 
Abraham’s faith.  So the man whose name was known by everyone in his province has 
been reduced to a pile of pain and torment.  The roles have been reversed. 

Abraham cordially answers this plea by saying, “Son, remember that in your 
lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is 
comforted here and you are in agony” (v. 25).  So first of all, the rich man has received 
what he deserved.  He did not use his money with eternity in mind.  The way he used his 
money in his earthly life reflected that money was his treasure, not God.  He foolishly 
traded in eternal heaven, for a man-made one on earth.  His comfortable life on earth was 
squandered selfishly and so Abraham says it will be his extent of good things forever.  
However, Lazarus’ life of agony on earth was endured with faith and so Abraham points 
out that it will be his extent of bad things forever.  That’s Abraham’s first answer to why 
Lazarus can’t relieve him – he had his share of good things and misused them, so now 
he’s getting what he deserves; the roles have been reversed. 

“And besides all this,” Abraham proceeds to explain, “between us and you a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us” (v. 26).  So second of all, there are no second 
chances at life.  Death is final.  There’s no such thing as purgatory or reincarnation or 
post-mortem reprieves.  You have one shot.  After the clock runs out there is no more 
time.  Now I’m 100% certain that there are no people in heaven that desire to cross over 
to hell, this is merely a figure of speech to accentuate the fact that after death you are 
separated based on what you treasured in your life and there are no negotiations or 
possibilities of changing your lot.  There’s an impenetrable dividing line. 

The rich man seems to recognize what he’s gotten himself into and to accept his 
fate.  Now he begins to think about other people for maybe the first time ever.  But it’s 
not other people like Lazarus, he’s looking out for his own still.  “Then I beg you,” he 
pleads, “send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five brothers.  Let him warn them, 
so that they will not also come to this place of torment” (v. 28).  “Gee,” he says, “if I had 
only known this was in store for me I would have acted differently.  Somebody’s got to 
tell my family.  It’s only fair.” 

Abraham’s reply in essence says, “Hello!  Somebody already has told them and 
you should have listened too.”  “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; 
let them listen to them” (v. 29).  Remember, “Moses and the Prophets” was a catchphrase 
that simply means Old Testament.  Jews, those who pride themselves on being children 
of Abraham, have no excuse for failing to act with compassion toward the poor.  They 
should know better. 
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They should know that their Scriptures decried empty religion that failed to fight 
for the poor and for justice – “I hate, I despise your [empty religion]…but let justice roll 
down like waters.” (Amos 5:21, 24)  They should have known that the OT law protected 
the poor – “Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have 
fallen.  Leave them for the poor and the alien.  I am the Lord your God” (Lev. 19:10); “If 
there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the Lord 
your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother” 
(Dt. 15:7).  They should have known that the Wisdom literature warned against greed and 
oppression of the poor – “He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, 
but whoever is kind to the needy honors God” (Prov. 14:31).  Ultimately, they should 
have known that their God required that they love him with all their heart and with all 
their soul and with all their strength (Dt. 6:5) and that they avoid all idols (cf. Ex. 20:3-
6). 

This stuff is written on almost every page of the OT.  Jesus is not singing a new 
song; he’s playing an oldie.  The Law is sufficient to warn of judgment for those who 
disregard the plight of the poor and fall into the snare of loving money.  The rich man 
should have known better; his 5 brothers have been warned. 

Well the rich man knew very well how easy it is to wiggle one’s way out of the 
Law’s demands and to ignore it for the sake of wealth.  He knew very well that his 
brothers had selective hearing when it came to Moses and the Prophets.  “No, father 
Abraham,” he said, “but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent” (v. 30).  
“They’re not going to listen to the OT, trust me, but they would listen if they saw such a 
great miracle as a man coming back from the dead.  Then he could really tell them that 
there is an afterlife and they need to live accordingly.” 

Abraham doesn’t budge – “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they 
will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead” (v. 31).  The stubbornness of 
the human heart will prevail even over a resurrection.  People will even explain away the 
greatest of miracles in order to continue in sin.  Interestingly there was a man named 
Lazarus that Jesus did bring back to life in John’s Gospel.  And there that miracle is seen 
as the proverbial straw that breaks the camel’s back and expedites the arrest, trial, and 
crucifixion of Jesus.  It didn’t make people believe, but further calcified them in their 
rejection of Jesus. 

But ultimately, just like Lazarus’ resuscitation was in John’s Gospel, this 
statement is meant to be a foreshadowing of Jesus’ own resurrection.  Jesus, following in 
the tradition of the OT prophets, is warning about judgment and calling for a counter-
cultural use of money and people are sneering at him (cf. v. 14).  And he is going to die 
and come back from the dead and people still aren’t going to listen. 

The rich man in Jesus’ parable chose to serve money in his life and now he’s 
paying eternally for a few decades of luxurious living on earth.  Not a very shrewd 
decision, if you ask me, but a decision nonetheless that SO many people make.  Jesus is 
warning us – don’t set your sights on earth; don’t settle for 70 years of nice clothes, nice 
food, and a nice house while a beggar sits on your front doorstep and exchange this for 
eternity with God – the giver of every good and perfect thing.  You’ll be in for a great 
role reversal.  Use your earthly money in light of eternity! 
 
Doctrine 
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A couple major principles come out of this parable that we need to make sure we 
notice.  First of all, the Bible and most notably God incarnate, Jesus Christ, has a special 
concern for the poor.  Luke has been careful to highlight this aspect of Jesus in his Gospel 
– “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to 
the poor” (4:18); “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” 
(6:20); “Sell your possessions and give to the poor” (12:33); “But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor” (14:13).  Liberal democrats weren’t the first to come up with 
this idea of focusing on the poor.  It was part of the warp and woof of Jesus’ ministry. 

The apostles continued this tradition of their master.  John says in his first letter, 
chapter 3, verse 17, “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but 
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?”  James also says, “Suppose a 
brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish 
you well; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good 
is it” (2:15-16)?  So nobody can argue that having a heart for the poor is an optional part 
of Christianity.  If you think that way then you are in grave danger of going to hell. 

Jesus and the rest of the Bible likewise warn against the dangers of materialism 
and the temptation for money to steal our hearts away from God.  The Psalmist advises, 
“Though your riches increase, do not set your heart on them” (62:10).  Jesus alerts us, 
“Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in 
the abundance of his possessions” (Lk. 12:15).  And Paul admonishes us, “People who 
want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires 
that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs” (1Tim. 6:9-10). 

This parable is just one example among hundreds in the Bible where we are 
sternly warned that God is not impressed with the things that humans are.  As I’ve 
already said, this parable points out explicitly that the OT is replete with mandates to 
protect and provide for the poor.  So it’s not just a NT thing.  God is categorically against 
those who use their money selfishly and give their money sparingly.  God has a special 
concern for the poor.  There’s no way around that. 

The second major point that is taught to us in this parable is that there is more to 
our existence than just this life.  Particularly we see here that there is an ‘intermediate 
state’.  Do you all know what is meant when that phrase is used – ‘intermediate state’?  
It’s referring to a state of being where the soul and the body are separated.  For the 
believer, for the soul to be absent from the body is to be spiritually present with the Lord 
(2Cor. 5:8).  In this parable we see Lazarus’ soul enjoying a continued existence at 
Abraham’s side after his death.  For the rich man, his body died but his soul lived in hell 
and experienced torment. 

It’s called the ‘intermediate state’ because it’s not the final state; it’s in between 
the earthly life in mortal bodies that we all are experiencing right now and eternal life in 
resurrected bodies that will begin when Christ comes again.  There’s so much confusion 
on this point among people, including many believers.  If you’re a non-Christian you’re 
left to pure speculation, which has spawned all kinds of wild ideas, none of them very 
exciting.  Ideas ranging from reincarnation, to ghosts, to a universalism where everyone’s 
“up there in heaven looking down,” to becoming angels (It’s a Wonderful Life), to pure 
naturalism – you die, worms eat your body, that’s it, end of story (how depressing and 
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utterly counter to every intuition of human experience; we all know deep down that we 
were meant to live forever, that’s why death is so disdained, and rightly so!). 

Now Christians, on the other hand, have a revelation from God of what to expect, 
but so many distort that revelation.  Some believers (a relatively small number) don’t 
believe in a so-called “intermediate state” and believe in something called “soul sleep.”  
This means that when a person dies, that person’s consciousness goes into a hibernation 
of sorts until the end of this age when their body is resurrected and they continue their 
existence in heaven or hell.  This is partly right, but it misses the NT teaching in passages 
like this one that indicate there is some sort of existence immediately following death but 
before the resurrection (see also Lk. 23:43 – “today you will be with me in paradise;” 
2Cor. 5; 2Pet. 1:13). 

That’s one deficient view of the afterlife, but a vast majority of Christians, I 
believe, have an even more warped view of what happens after you die.  This mindset is 
thoroughly assimilated into Christian culture, but it has no place there.  It comes from 
pagan, Greek ideas like the immortality of the soul and dualism rather than the Bible.  
What I’m talking about is this idea that all there is after death is “heaven.”  Most 
Christians don’t think about, much less look forward to, their physical bodies being 
reconstituted and transformed to be immortal.  Instead we have Christianized ideas of a 
place in the sky with disembodied spirits floating around and playing harps.  This is a 
tragic misconception that I hope to rid everyone here of. 

We’ll have more chances to talk about this later in Luke when we get to the 
resurrection of Christ, but suffice it to say that this is not the primary hope of the Bible.  
The glorious hope of the Bible, what we as Christians are looking forward to is not a 
spiritual realm with disembodied souls, but a redeemed, restored, physical realm (the new 
heavens and new earth) with resurrected physical bodies.  The end goal is not people 
going up out of the world into heaven, but rather heaven coming down to cleanse and 
restore the world and us living in it. 

It’s not natural for the body and the soul to be separated.  Our physical bodies and 
our spiritual souls are not like an oil and water mixture, but rather something akin to 
saltwater.  It’s possible to take the salt out of the saltwater, but it naturally dissolves into 
the water so that the two are interwoven.  God created us to be living, spiritual, physical 
beings.  Jesus’ didn’t come back as a ghost after his death, but as a glorified, physical, 
resurrected body that could be touched and felt.  He’s our hope; he’s the first prototype of 
what we all will be one day (cf. Phil. 3:21) – real, live human beings living forever either 
in a perfect environment free of sin and decay if we put our faith in Christ, or in an 
unimaginable place of punishment if we don’t. 

That’s what we’re ultimately headed for after death.  That’s what Christ’s 
resurrection which is alluded to here at the end of this parable guarantees for us, so keep 
that in mind.  But it’s also true that in the meantime (after death, before the resurrection) 
our souls are kept either with God and the saints of past in Paradise or held in a dark 
dungeon apart from God’s mercy and experiencing torture that will continue on for 
eternity.  So all this to say: the grave is not the end.  There’s more to come!  In fact, 
there’s eternity to come – part of it will be in a disembodied state (that is if we’re not 
alive when Christ returns) and the rest of it will be in a resurrected body.  And when that 
existence is compared to the time frame we spend in mortal bodies on this fallen earth, 
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this life will seem “like a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes” (James 
4:14). 
 
Application 

Now how do we apply these truths?  These are very basic truths, but the question 
is: “Do you believe them?”  Do you really believe that (A) God commands us to use our 
money to share with the poor; and (B) there is life after death; and (C) how we respond to 
point (A) determines where we’ll be in point (B)?  Jesus tells this parable to make us ask 
the question, “Do I really believe these things?” 

Here’s how you can tell if you really believe them – you live like there really is 
more than this life.  Faith isn’t just a personal thing or a cognitive thing, it must affect our 
actions.  Otherwise we don’t really believe it.  Christianity is more than just believing the 
right doctrines with our heads, it’s believing the right doctrines with our hands and feet – 
living out those doctrines.  My guess is most of the people here today would affirm that 
God has a heart for the poor and needy and that there’s a future hope beyond the grave, 
but that is meaningless unless it is reflected in your life decisions. 

If you really believe you’ll have a mansion in the New Jerusalem, then that will 
affect what kind of house you live in here.  If you really believe you’ll be clothed in a 
robe of righteousness for eternity, then that will affect what kind of clothes you buy in 
this life.  If you really believe you will eat your fill at the messianic banquet, then that has 
to affect how you spend your money on food.  If you really believe that Jesus has called 
you his friend and said, “I will never leave you or forsake you,” then that simply has to 
affect how you choose your friends.  If you really believe that you will where a golden 
crown forever and ever in heaven, then this fact simply must affect what kind of jewelry 
you pursue here on earth.  If you really believe that your eternal welfare is secure, then 
that has to affect how you invest your money.  If you really believe you’ll have endless 
days to sing his praise, then that has to affect how you spend your time here. 

Let me just give you a personal illustration of one way I see this affecting my life.  
I’ll let you in on a little idyllic dream of mine.  This probably won’t connect with most of 
you, but hopefully you can get the idea and insert your own struggle in its place.  I love 
Jersey cows (those caramel colored, deep black eyed ones).  My personal dream is to 
have a house out in the middle of the country with a rolling green pasture dotted with 
Jersey cows, a porch swing where I’d sit with the summer breeze on my face reading 
books, a big yard that I’d have to mow with a riding lawnmower, a thick woods out back, 
maybe a pond to go fishing in, a kitchen where my wife could bake pies and take them ½ 
mile down the road to the nearest neighbor and talk and sip lemonade; a quiet, lazy, 
secluded life, where I could read and write and think and raise Jersey cows.  That’s been 
my dream. 

So the last thing I ever thought I would be doing was pastoring a city-center 
church.  And I never dreamed of settling down and raising a family in a compact 
neighborhood, with the non-stop buzz of cars driving by, where there’s no room for a 
yard, where you have to drive around for 15 minutes to find a place to park, where the 
scenery is concrete and condos.  This isn’t really what I want, but this is where Andrea 
and I are going to be moving in a few months.  The only reason I would ever choose to 
do this is if I believed there would be eternity to live in comfort with Jersey cows (or 
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something better that my mind can’t even dream of) and that during this brief time there’s 
a sin-sick world that needs the hope of Christ.  It’s a hard decision, but I do believe this. 

Our church is moving to a city-center neighborhood, full of people who are all 
about helping the poor in theory, but have no real moral imperative to do so and are so 
enslaved by consumerism and materialism that in reality it’s just lip service.  We will 
have a chance to show that Jesus is the best hope for the poor.  That the gospel is the only 
story that makes sense of life and can affect and transform cultures.  And we’ll be living 
directly adjacent to inner-city neighborhoods where the poor live, will we do anything 
about it? 

If you really believe that a life of ease and unimaginable, unending joy awaits you 
then you will be willing to go on the offensive and penetrate into enemy territory to do 
urban warfare instead of retreating, setting up gates, and living comfortable lives 
oblivious to the growing threat just outside the gate.  If you really believe this stuff it will 
affect how you make basic decisions about where to live, where to shop, where to hang 
out, who to befriend, how to spend your time, where to send your kids to school, etc…  
There’s no cookie cutter prescription of what the outcome of those decisions has to look 
like, as long as you genuinely made the decision for the sake of Christ and his kingdom. 

Helping the poor is way more complex than just giving handouts; that’s not what 
I’m talking about.  There’s no doubt in my mind that this is part of our calling as a church 
and especially as a church that God has called to the UIC area, but we’re going to need 
everyone working together to scheme and dream of ingenious, clever ways that we can 
work to actually help the poor.  If we’re not willing to do this and to give up some silly 
dream of heaven on earth, then we don’t believe the gospel and we will forfeit heaven 
eternally. 
 
Conclusion 

Really quickly as I conclude, here are two things I’m not saying: I’m not saying 
that the poor are a “privileged class” (a la Liberation Theology) and are automatically 
accepted by God apart from faith in Jesus Christ.  We can’t lapse into that kind of 
thinking.  I’m also not saying that you can buy your way into heaven.  You don’t get to 
heaven by giving a lot of money.  You get into heaven by trusting in Christ and treasuring 
Christ above money, which necessarily implies holding earthly treasures very loosely. 

What I am saying is that we must use our earthly money in light of eternity.  
Today we have the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments and the clear testimony of 
a Lord who has died and risen again from the dead.  Will we listen? 
 
Benediction 
Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the 
rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands 
and knows the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice, and righteousness on earth. – cf. 
Jer. 9:23-24 

 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 
Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, January 16, 2005.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 
personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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