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Introduction 
 So the last time we saw our hero he was at a dinner party at the house of a 
religious big wig.  He had evaded their lame trap and quickly turned the tables on his 
opponents.  Going on the offensive he attacked these religious leaders’ lack of 
compassion, their pride, and their self-seeking exclusivity – their false religion.  The 
dinner conversation was, to say the least, tense. 
 Now we pick up the scene again in this room filled with awkwardness like a 
bowling-alley bar is filled with smoke.  Everyone at the dinner party is reclining on his 
couch, aligned in this U-shaped arrangement and trying not to get indigestion.  But it’s 
hard because Jesus is not letting them eat in peace.  So one guy sitting next to Jesus at the 
far end of the table tries to clear the air with what he thinks is a relatively safe statement, 
“Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God” (v. 15). 
 He tries to brush aside all the controversial stuff Jesus has just said and focus on 
Jesus’ last sentence about the resurrection of the righteous.  The resurrection was a 
distinguishing theological characteristic of the Pharisees and so the man picks up on that 
and says, “Yes, the eschatological messianic banquet, that’s going to be good.  We can all 
agree on that.  Let’s drink to the feast in the kingdom of God.”  And the gruff sound of 
these stodgy, old religious leaders rises up in unison as they raise their chalices high, 
“Here, here.”  And they all nod their heads in approval.  All, that is, except Jesus. 
 Again, Jesus sees through their religious masks, the façade of theological 
orthodoxy, and sees into the emptiness of their souls.  Therefore, he launches into a story 
that reveals the mistakenness of these self-assured religious-types.  It’s that parable that 
will occupy us this afternoon as we try to understand what Luke is telling us that Jesus 
was saying.  For Jesus’ dinner companions, Jesus’ words had a negative tone, but as we 
look at this text, however, we’ll notice that the main point Jesus makes is not a negative 
one, but rather a positive one.  That the main point is just this: God desires to have a full 
house, to use the language of today’s parable.  Or to put it into theological terms: God’s 
passion is for great multitudes of his creatures to come to know him and enjoy him 
forever. 
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This is an exciting text to grasp and I hope that you leave here with a renewed 
excitement about God’s heart of mercy so let’s go to the Lord in prayer and ask him to do 
just that.  Pray… 
 
Text 

So the Pharisees’ nightmare of a dinner party continues.  They’re not allowed any 
ease or comfort.  But, we read, Jesus said in response to the man, using one of his 
characteristic parabolic introductions (cf. 12:16), this: “A certain man was preparing a 
great banquet and invited many guests” (v. 16).  It’s like Jesus said to the presumptive 
man, “Hey, not so fast, let me tell you a story – there’s this guy who’s throwing an 
elaborate, lavish dinner party…”  Notice the adjective ‘great’ in front of banquet.  So 
Jesus responds to this man’s statement by launching into a story. 

Now I’m going to tell you up front what represents what in this story so that you 
can more easily follow along as we go through it.  The man throwing the party is roughly 
equivalent to God; the big party is the kingdom of God; the original invitees represent the 
Jews, or more specifically the Jewish leadership of Jesus’ day; the poor, the crippled, the 
blind, and the lame are meant to signify those on the fringe of society, the outcasts; and 
the country inhabitants allude to Gentiles, you and me.  I’m not sure if we’re meant to 
place the servant precisely because the details shouldn’t be pressed too closely, but this 
parable does have more of an allegorical flavor to it than most others.  So I just wanted to 
give you the key at the start. 

So, now that we’re all on the same page, let’s walk through the story.  An ancient 
Near Eastern custom that’s even seen in the book of Esther along with other documents is 
the custom of the double invitation.1  Here, this certain man decides to have a banquet so 
he invites guests – the first invitation.  Each one would have RSVPed, in a sense, to 
accept the invitation and say that they would be coming.  Then at the time of the feast, the 
host would send out his messenger to in sense invite them again; to let them know that 
everything was ready and have them come – the second invitation.  “To opt out of the 
meal at this point [would be extremely] rude.”2 

But that’s what happens!  “At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell 
those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready’” (v. 17).  The long time 
of preparation has been completed.  It’s time for the party to begin.  “But [those on the 
guest list] all alike began to make excuses” (v. 18a).  When the time actually came to 
attend the feast, they all had something else that drew them away. 

I don’t know how many of you were Seinfeld fans back when it was on television, 
but one of the show’s continuing jokes was how each character could come up with 
excuses in order to evade something or someone they didn’t like.  In one episode Jerry 
tries to make “some kind of excuse Rolodex” that he could consult when he needed to get 
out of meeting with somebody he didn’t want to be with.  His list included things like: I 
have to tutor my nephew, I’m picking someone up at the airport, I’ve got jury duty, and 
I’m waiting for the cable guy.  Later in the same episode Jerry’s friend Elaine is 
confronted by the same guy and tries to get herself and Jerry out of doing something with 
him by saying, “Tuesday’s no good because we’ve got choir practice… we’re doing that 
evening of Eastern European National Anthems…Thursday is not good because we’ve 
got to get to the hospital to see if we qualify as those organ donors.”3 

http://www.markcarey.com/
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 Excuses.  That’s kind of what’s going on here.  The servant shows up and each 
person begins to make excuses.  Luke gives us three examples: “The first said, ‘I have 
just bought a field, and I must go and see it.  Please excuse me’” (v. 18b).  He tries to be 
polite by appealing to an obligation he has to attend to, but clearly he doesn’t want to go.  
“Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen [quite a lot for someone to have, 
indicating he’s well-off], and I’m on my way to try them out.  Please excuse me’” (v. 19).  
A little less polite – he’s on his way to somewhere else and can’t come.  “Still another 
said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come’” (v. 20).  A plain, “I won’t be there.”  There is a 
sort of progression of lame excuses. 
 The excuses might be semi-legitimate, that is they might not be entirely made up 
like Jerry & Elaine’s.  But even so, what they show clearly is the alignment of the would-
be guests’ priorities.  They would rather be doing something else than go to the banquet.  
“The first two excuses had to do with material possessions, and the third with affections,” 
Kent Hughes points out.  “Possessions and affections cover virtually every reason by 
which men and women give their regrets to the kingdom.”4  Competing priorities take 
these invitees away from the great banquet.  Competing priorities take people away from 
God’s kingdom. 
 What Jesus is describing is a rough sketch of salvation-history.  God has promised 
a great, end-time banquet – the long-awaited kingdom of God.  He promised this through 
the prophets to the Jewish people throughout history.  Now, in Jesus, the time of the 
kingdom has come and en masse the Jewish nation, particularly the religious elites, is 
denying the invitation.  They’re finding excuses for not coming into the kingdom.  They 
refuse to enter the narrow door that is Jesus.  When the kingdom arrives, the original 
participants cannot relinquish their grip on worldly pursuits in order to come celebrate. 
 Therefore, “the servant came back and reported this to his master” (v. 21a) – “all 
those who were invited refuse to come to your banquet, master.”  The result this 
produced in the master was not defeat, but a different course of action – “Then the owner 
of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and 
alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame’” (v. 21b). 
 Notice, this is the same description we saw back in v. 13 last week.  Jesus’ story is 
another attack on the religious practices of the Pharisees.  They sought company among 
the educated, the rich, the able, yet they themselves totally miss their chance to enter the 
kingdom of God because they refuse to follow Jesus the Messiah.  Instead the kingdom’s 
doors are thrown wide open to the often overlooked: the Galilean fishermen, the half-
breed Samaritans, the ritually unclean, the am ha-eretz (the people of the land), the social 
dregs. 
 So in the story the servant leaves quickly and does what he’s told.  He comes back 
and reports, “Sir…what you ordered has been done, but there is still room” (v. 22).  
There’s still room!  The full number had not come in yet.  The master has a huge and 
wonderful and luscious spread prepared and he’s determined to not let any of it go 
unused.  Therefore “the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes 
and make them come in’” (v. 23a).  “Go outside the limits of this specific city.  Go out 
into the boondocks, the farthest parts [literally the highways and hedges].  Beat the 
bushes and stir up the vagrants, roaming travelers.  Round up those who are way out there 
and tell them about this great feast and explain why I’ve thrown it and have them come 
back with you to enjoy it.” 
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Can you detect in this language the seeds of the Gentile mission?  You should.  
The Jewish leadership rejected Jesus, but that doesn’t stop him from ushering in the 
kingdom of God.  The party must go on.  There’s no suspension of the feast, there’s no 
delay, there’s no hold put on the program of God, there’s no parenthesis for those of you 
familiar with the language of classic dispensationalism.  The refusal in large part of the 
Jewish leaders only opened up seats to eat at the feast in the kingdom of God and it gave 
the occasion for the great mission to the Gentiles. 

Get the last half of v. 23 (small group leaders, listen up: this is the logical main 
point of the whole passage).  The grand statement of this whole passage is the purpose 
statement in v. 23 – “in order that/so that my house will be full!”  This statement 
expresses the great purpose of God – a full house.  It beats 3 of a kind any day.  His 
desire is for every seat in his kingdom to be full.  It’s verses like these that make us a 
missions minded church, that make us strive to be better at evangelism.  God desires to 
have a full house and nothing stops him from achieving that goal.  It’s a window into the 
heart of God. 

Jesus finishes up his story with a little address/warning to those listening to him at 
the house of a prominent Pharisee.  He says, “I tell you [plural], not one of those men 
who were invited will get a taste of my banquet” (v. 24).  Here he begins to step outside 
of the story and back to the present setting and apply the story.  It’s a startling statement.  
Jesus is affirming that he’s the bringer of the kingdom and that his hearers by making 
excuses and rejecting him are forfeiting their seats at the consummated kingdom of God 
banquet hall.  Because of the refusals by the ones initially invited, God has extended the 
call to the dispossessed and the Gentiles.  The first have become last and the last have 
become first (cf. 13:30).  All in order that the kingdom of God should be filled. 
 
Doctrine 

Let’s move from re-telling the story to extracting from it the doctrines that are 
found there.  What does this story tell us about God and his ways in the world?  Well, 
first of all we see again, as we’ve seen so many times before, the idea that being religious 
doesn’t guarantee one’s salvation.  Salvation is solely by faith in Christ.  He is the only 
way into the kingdom and many will try and not be able to enter once it’s too late because 
it’s already full and the door has been closed.  Those reclining with Jesus around the U-
shaped table are told not to be too hasty in their assumptions of having a place in the 
kingdom; the king is right in front of them and they’re opposing him!  So first principle: 
not all who profess to follow God will actually be in heaven. 

There’s another point we see implied in this text that we’ve seen explicitly before 
– that Jesus is the bringer of the kingdom (my kingdom, v. 24).  But neither one of these 
is the main principle that comes with these 10 verses.  What really jumps out at us here is 
the fact that despite the rejection of many of Jesus’ hearers, God’s purposes still stand 
and that purpose is to bring many sons to glory.  His goal is to have a house full of his 
creatures feasting and enjoying his salvation and marveling at the absolute, unrivaled 
grandeur of the king of the universe.  He is determined to have a people that can gaze 
upon the beauty of himself forever. 

And so the primary element of interest in this text is the glory-sharing nature of 
God and God’s plan of redemption where this theme is played out in human history.  
That story begins before the beginning of time and extends forever into the future.  It’s 
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the greatest and most wonderful story ever and we’ll spend eternity telling it over and 
over again, always understanding the rich and colorful complexities of it more and more 
each time and always being astounded at the sheer magnificence of the whole thing.  This 
story is like a good book that never grows, except multiplied by infinity.  But permit me 
make a feeble attempt to tell it for you here today. 

In order to tell this story of salvation, let me tell you another story (and remember 
human analogies can only go so far): 

Let’s just assume for a second that there’s this perfect guy (single ladies: he 
doesn’t really exist, we’re just pretending; wives: this is your husband).  This perfect guy 
is the consummate hunk – let’s say for sake of illustration that he has blond hair, blue 
eyes, a sculpted body, never had a pimple, he’s intelligent, sensitive,… the ideal man. 

One day he says to himself, “Self, you know what?  I’m perfectly content being 
single.  I have everything I need.  I don’t need a woman.  But I’d like for someone else to 
really know me; to know how great of a guy I am.  This would make some woman really 
happy and allow someone else to see how great of a guy I am.  I think I’ll get married.”  
So he decides to not be a bachelor all his life and to have a wife. 

But before he chooses a wife he thinks to himself, “I want this wife to be able to 
know all of me, every part of who I am.  A really big part of me is that I’m a good surfer, 
so if she is going to know me entirely, we’ll have to live in a place where she can know 
me as a surfer.  We’re going to have to live in Southern California.  Otherwise, whoever 
she is, she will only be able to know me as a nice, Midwestern man and we’ll just have a 
nice life together.”  So he decides to get married, and for the sake of having a marriage 
where his wife really knows him to the core, he decides that they will live in San Diego. 

Then he goes to California and scopes out the women.  He says, “I want that one 
to be my wife, nobody else.”  She’s not necessarily the prettiest woman out there, but he 
decides that he wants her.  And he invites her to dinner, she of course agrees.  And he 
woos her and wins her for his own.  Remember, he’s the consummate prince charming; 
he’s the kind of guy who always gets the girl; you could say he’s irresistible.  And they 
get married and live happily ever after, each day in love is better than the one before and 
she can’t stop marveling at how great of a surfer he is. 

Now why did I tell you this story?  Well, because sometimes we can grasp 
profound theological truths better through stories.  Why did Jesus answer the man sitting 
beside him with a story?  If you really want to know the big theological words that go 
with what I’m talking about, then come talk to me afterwards.  I think they’d only get in 
the way here, so I’m not going to use them.  So I’ve told you this story, now here’s how 
this story relates to God… 

God is perfect in every way.  He’s the epitome of beauty, he’s knows literally 
everything, he’s infinitely good, he’s unstoppably strong, there’s not a single flaw in his 
character, he’s the embodiment of love.  He’s unquestionably self-sufficient, he’s a non-
contingent being – not dependant in any way on anything or anyone else.  I’m describing 
“God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is 
immortal and who lives in unapproachable light” (1 Tim. 6:15-16). 

So he doesn’t need to create anything.  He’s not lonely, but out of the sheer grace 
of his personhood in eternity past he says to himself, “Self, I’d like for others to bask in 
my glory, to have the chance to relish who I am, to know me.  I will create matter and 
energy and space and time with elegant, intricate order and I will fashion human beings 
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in my image to rule over creation and to enjoy me, the consummate being full of splendor 
and pleasure, and in so doing to bring me glory.” 

And so the Trinity purposes to create mankind “to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever” as the Westminster Catechism states.  Because as Jonathan Edwards notes, “All 
that is ever spoken of in Scripture as an ultimate end of God’s works, is included in that 
one phrase, the glory of God,”5 and as John Piper clarifies, “God is most glorified by us 
when we are most satisfied in him.”6  This is why God decides to create humans. 

But before he does anything else he says to himself, “If anyone will really be able 
to know me, know everything about me, know me to the core, they will have to know me 
as a merciful God.  They can’t just know me as a nice God who does nice things for 
them.  If that’s it then there would be a major attribute of my being that is totally 
unknown to them.  They have to know me as a God who shows mercy; a God who 
lavishes love on objects who really deserve wrath; a God so full of mercy that he 
graciously rescues people out of a miserable plight.  That’s who I am.  This world I create 
is going to have to become sinful and rebellious.  Otherwise, whoever is going to know 
me won’t be able to know a huge part of me.”  So God decrees to create humanity and in 
order for humanity to know him as the merciful God that he is (not treating sinful people 
as they deserve), he decrees the Fall. 

Then he decrees the exact, individual people who will be the ones to know him 
and glorify him for who he is (which involves his character trait of mercy).  Before the 
creation of the world he knew and chose *name of someone in the audience* to know 
him, he foresaw *name of someone in the audience* and foreordained her to know him.  
He decided who to elect and who to reprobate not based on anything they could do to 
earn his favor.  And then he decided to send his Son, the lamb that was slain from before 
the creation of the world (Rev. 13:8), to pay the price for our sins, so as to be just and the 
one who justifies (Rom. 3:26).  That is, God decided to send Jesus to actually purchase 
the elect and save those who would otherwise deserve only judgment.  And then he 
decreed to give faith in Christ to the elect by means of the Holy Spirit; to effectually call 
them. 

All of this was in the mind of God even before he created.  Why?  What’s the 
impetus?  I say all of this to show you that there is within God this burning desire for a 
number of his creatures to know him for who he is and to enjoy him forever.  His 
purpose is that his house might be filled.  That in itself is unbelievable.  Do you see how 
we see that in v. 23?  Do you see that?  Oh how I want you to see that! 

Now this text also tells us something about how this impulse in God is played out 
in human history?  We’ve seen that God has this desire to bring people to know him, now 
because of his desire to have a people who know him God actually speaks this world into 
existence, this cosmic stage on which his great play of salvation is acted out.  Men and 
women are created to compose the supporting cast.  Created as good, our first parents 
rebel against their Maker and as a result them and everyone since them has become 
marred by sin.  Thus begins the most intriguing, surprising, engaging, breathtaking plot 
ever conceived – the plot of salvation. 

Determined to mercifully bring men and women into his glorious kingdom, God 
calls a pagan moon worshipper named Abram out of Ur of the Chaldeans and promises to 
make him into a great people, a mighty nation in the land of Canaan.  And the Lord 
covenants with Abraham to be his God and the God of his descendants (Gen. 17:7).  And 
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thus begins a two-thousand year time period where God deals primarily with the Jewish 
people, the physical descendants of Abraham.  He sends them deliverers like Moses, he 
sends them kings like David, he sends them prophets like Isaiah.  To the Jews God says, 
“I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people” (Lev. 26:12). 

For the most part before the time of Christ, the locus of God’s saving activity in 
the world was with the Jewish people.  This was where God was working to show mercy 
to fallen humans and allow them to know him and enjoy him.  But I want you to notice 
something way back in the call of Abraham in Gen. 12:1-3.  Pay attention: “The Lord had 
said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to 
the land I will show you.  I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.’” 
 God’s intention from the very beginning was not just to stop with ethnic Israelites.  
His intention was that through them he would extend mercy to all the peoples on the 
earth.  God’s heart for his creatures, God’s desire for them to participate in his kingdom 
extends through the Jews to every tongue, tribe, nation, and people.  All of the Old 
Testament was setting things up for Jesus, the ultimate redeemer from the line of David, 
the bringer of the final rule of God.  Jesus, the king of the Jews. 
 But as we’ve been noticing in Luke and as this parable we’re looking at today 
implies, the Jews (for the most part, specifically the leadership of the Jews) refuse to 
recognize who Jesus is and they reject him.  This rejection, however, is what allows the 
message of salvation, the invitation to enter into the kingdom of God to be extended to 
those forgotten and to those previously “excluded from citizenship in Israel and 
foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world” 
(Eph. 2:12).  In God’s providence and his mysterious plan, the formal rejection of Jesus 
by the Jews provided the catalyst for the glorious message of the Gospel to extend 
beyond the borders of Israel, because God’s desire is for a full house. 
 Now this is a somewhat complicated issue and a touchy subject in today’s society 
and I have to admit that I’m only painting with broad brush strokes here today.  My main 
goal is simply to show the heart of God, his unthwartable purpose to redeem a people for 
himself, to know him and enjoy him – “in order that my house might be filled.”  There’s 
this driving passion in God to bring people into his fold.  This is mind boggling enough, 
but we also see here that this passion of God is demonstrated by the desire to go out into 
the city streets and alleys and the country roads and lanes in order to bring people in 
when the Jews by and large refuse to come. 
 God’s passion to bring people to know him during the 1st stage of redemptive 
history focused on the ethnic descendants of Abraham, but now in this stage of 
redemptive history God’s focus has moved out/spilled out to all the nations.  I’m glad 
we’re going through Romans as a church in our small groups, because Paul devotes 3 
whole chapters (9-11) to painting this picture with a little bit finer detail.  To use his 
language, “Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles 
has come in” (11:25b).  Branches have been broken off because of unbelief, so that wild 
branches could be grafted in and God has sovereignly coordinated the whole thing in 
order that a great number of his creatures could know and experience his mercy. 
 
Application 
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 So we’ve looked at the story Jesus told and tried to understand what he was 
saying, then we’ve tried to unpack the main principle we see there – that God’s has a 
heart for people, his purpose is to fill his kingdom with worshipers and that desire has 
now caused his invitation to extend to Gentiles.  So how should this affect us?  How 
should we apply these realities? 

Well what does Paul do with these mind-boggling realities?  How does his 
treatment of election, Jews and Gentiles, and his ruminations on mercy culminate?  With 
one of the greatest doxologies in the Bible.  With a poetic ejaculation of praise to the One 
who is far above all things, to him be the glory forever (cf. Rom. 11:33-36)!  Pondering 
these realities should cause us to burst forth in worship. 

One of my favorite hymns is Charles Wesley’s And Can It Be? which has some of 
the most theologically profound lines I’ve ever sung.  One phrase sticks out in my head, 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free, For O my God, it found out me.  Amazing love!  How 
can it be That thou, my God, shouldst die for me!  That God would design a plan to create 
a people to enjoy him for who he is… unbelievable!  That he would design a plan that 
involved the death of his Son on the cross to extend mercy to me… how can it be!  That 
his desire to bring others into the enjoyment of salvation would cause him to seek out the 
people the farthest from him… unfathomable!  When we sing our response to God after 
this sermon let’s belt out our praise, let’s sing with all of our might. 

The other application of this text is for us to be emboldened in our witness by the 
fact that God has a missionary heart.  Let’s be reenergized to extend the invitation to 
God’s kingdom through Christ to the lost of this city – the poor, the crippled, the blind, 
and the lame, the millions living around us who are completely lost without Christ.  And 
let’s also be invigorated to carry this message to the far ends of the earth, round up those 
who are far off in the bushes and hedges of the world to come and take their place at the 
feast in the kingdom. 

And I’d also remind us to pray for the Jews, those dearly loved on account of the 
patriarchs, that they might by saved through Yeshua, Jesus the Messiah.  After all, this 
was Paul’s prayer and he said plainly “if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be 
grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again” (Rom. 11:23).  The bottom line is that 
God’s desire is for a full house in the consummated kingdom of God and it will be 
achieved and for that we praise him. 
 
Benediction 
 
ESV Romans 11:33-36 “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  ‘For who has known 
the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?’  ‘Or who has given a gift to him 
that he might be repaid?’  For from him and through him and to him are all things.  To 
him be glory forever.  Amen.” 

 
This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 
Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, October 24, 2004.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 
personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
 

End notes: 



9 

                                                                                                                                                 
1 i.e. Est. 5:8; 6:14; Lamentations Rabbah 4:2.  See Leon Morris, The Gospel According to St. Luke, 
Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974), 233 
2 Darrell L. Bock, Luke, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 394. 
3 Larry David and Jerry Seinfeld, “Male Unbonding.”  ©2003, Mark Carey. 
4 R. Kent Hughes, Luke: Volume Two, Preaching the Word (Wheaton: Crossway, 1998), 117. 
5 From Jonathan Edwards, The End for Which God Created the World in John Piper, God’s Passion for His 
Glory: Living the Vision of Jonathan Edwards (Wheaton: Crossway, 1998), 242. 
6 See John Piper, Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist (Sisters, Ore.: Multnomah, 1996); and 
idem, The Dangerous Duty of Delight: The Glorified God and the Satisfied Soul (Sisters, Ore.: Multnomah, 
2001). 


