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Nathan’s sermon for the previous section was “the exclusive way to the inclusive 

kingdom of God is Jesus.”  The nature of God’s kingdom is that it is all inclusive 

meaning it has no restriction on race or ethnicity, no requirements on social or 

educational background, no prerequisite for one’s previous history of lifestyle.  But to 

enter into this inclusive kingdom of God, you must go through that one door that’s open, 

Jesus Christ.  Today’s passage further emphasizes that point.  We see from today’s 

passage why and how Jesus is that exclusive way to the inclusive kingdom of God.  Jesus 

is the exclusive way to the inclusive kingdom of God because he gave up his own life to 

make our entrance to the kingdom of God possible.  Put in another way: You and I need 

Jesus to enter the kingdom of God because he gave up his own life to bring you and 

me, who were in rebellion against God, back to God.  Jesus is that precious door 

opened for salvation when all else seemed hopeless.   

 

So today, I would like to point out three reasons from the passage why Jesus is worthy to 

be that narrow gate.  Why and how is it that Jesus is that precious and unique door we 

must go through in order to enter into the kingdom of God? 

 

The first reason why Jesus is that precious and unique door we must go through in order 

to enter into the kingdom of God is that 

I. Jesus willingly and authoritatively gives his life for our salvation 

1. Background 
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Herod’s identity  

i. Herod mentioned here in v31 is the same Herod mentioned in chapter 3.  For 

those who may not be familiar, there are several different Herods mentioned 

in the Bible.  The one mentioned in today’s passage is Herod Antipas, one of 

the sons of the Herod the Great we read about in Matthew chapter 2, who 

massacred children of Bethlehem who were two years old or younger, because 

he heard from the wise men that a king of Israel was born.  Herod Antipas is 

the one who had John the Baptist imprisoned and beheaded eventually 

because John the Baptist said that him marrying his brother’s wife was wrong.  

And he is also the one to whom Pontus Pilate sent Jesus to be examined prior 

to handing him over to be crucified.  Herod Antipas, we read from the 

gospels, mocked and treated Jesus with contempt.    

ii. Romans, who were ultimately ruling over Israel at the time, were clever in 

their method of government. They used local rulers who were familiar to the 

local ways, but would be loyal to Roman Empire.  These people were 

supported by Roman soldiers who could be used to enforce the 'law' at any 

time.  Herod Antipas was such a local ruler over the region of Galilee.   

iii. Of course, the Jews saw right through that scheme.  They hated Herod whose 

false sympathy to the Jewish ways was obvious.  And they hated Romans who 

were really ruling over them. 

 

Nature of the Pharisees coming to warn Jesus of Herod’s plan 

iv. So it seems to make sense that the Pharisees who are Jews come to Jesus to 

warn him of the Herod’s plan.  Remember, they hate Herod. 

v. But, what is odd is that the Pharisees also did not like Jesus.  Even though 

there were few Pharisees who did sympathize with Jesus, Nicodemus for 

example, most of them were hostile to Jesus.   

vi. So the question rises, why did these Pharisees come to Jesus to warn him of 

Herod’s plan?  Did they really come because they genuinely cared for Jesus’ 

well being?  Did they lie just to get Jesus out of Galilee, which was the region 

under Herod’s rule?   
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vii. But, whatever the motive or the reason may have been, one thing we can say 

for certain is that trouble was brewing and from a human point of view, it 

seemed best for Jesus to hurry and get out of Galilee to flee from a dicey 

situation.  But the truth is that Herod and the Pharisees completely missed the 

nature of Jesus’ mission.  They thought that Jesus must adjust and adapt his 

mission according to the external circumstances just like any other human 

mission must do in order to be successful.  They could not be more wrong.  

Jesus is not running a mission given to him by a man, is he?     

 

2. Jesus and his mission cannot and will not be deterred by anything - no man or no 

circumstance will deter Jesus from doing what He came to do.   

i. Do you remember back in chapter 4?  Jesus gives his first sermon in the 

synagogue by reading from Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 

he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 

proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 

release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of Lord’s favor.”  And he rolled up 

the scroll, sat down, and as everyone in the synagogue looking at him, he said, 

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  

ii. Who is Herod Antipas that dares to interfere with the kingdom of God that is 

forcefully being ushered in by the Servant of God, Par Excellence?  Jesus’ 

response to the Pharisees is just that.  Let me paraphrase v32 for you: “Who is 

Herod that dares to keep me from doing what I came here to do?  Go say to 

that fox, i.e., slime ball, that I set my own agenda and set my own schedule.  

According to my set plan, I work to usher in the kingdom of God by driving 

out demons and healing people.  And when it is time set by my plan, I 

complete my mission.  No one slows me down; and no one speeds me up.  

And no one will ever hinder me from finishing what I came here to do!”   

iii. Isn’t that exciting?  No one can stop Jesus in his mission.  Last weekend, 

Helen and I saw the movie, “Bourne Supremacy.”  I admit; the title is little 

cheesy and idolatrous.  But, there’s a scene that gave me goose bumps.  (Here 

we go, Hobin ruining a movie by giving away the ending during his sermon.  I 
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assure you, it’s not going to give away the movie.  So please listen).  The 

scene goes like this:  A team of CIA with all its highly armed and specialized 

forces is pursuing Jason Bourne to capture him.  They find out that Jason 

Bourne, rather than fleeing further away from them, is actually coming right 

to where they are situated.  One of the CIA officers asks the question, “Why 

would he come here?  It doesn’t make sense.  He is out of his mind.”  To this, 

one CIA officer who has had worked with Jason Bourne before responds, 

“What is scary is that Jason Bourne knows exactly why he is coming here.  He 

never does anything without a clear mission.  He knows exactly what he is 

doing.” 

iv. Isaiah 14:26-27 says this: “This is the plan determined for the whole world; 

this is the hand stretched out over all nations.  For the LORD Almighty has 

purposed, and who can thwart him?  His hand is stretched out, and who can 

turn it back?”  

v. No one and nothing can thwart or deter Jesus from accomplishing His mission 

to usher in God’s kingdom.  

 

3. Jesus willingly and authoritatively gives his life for our salvation 

i. But what is more amazing is what Jesus says in v33. “I must keep going (or it 

is necessary to go) today and tomorrow and the next day – for surely no 

prophet can die outside Jerusalem!”  What’s Jesus saying here?   

ii. Let’s read this verse in parallel with v32.  Verse 32 says, “today and tomorrow 

I drive out demons and heal people and on the third day I reach my goal.”  

Verse 33 says, “Today and tomorrow and the next day I make my way to 

Jerusalem because no prophet should die outside Jerusalem.”  In v32 Jesus 

says that no one can deter him from doing what He came to do – to preach and 

usher in the kingdom of God and that He will certainly finish that mission.  In 

v33 we see that the mission of Jesus ends in death in Jerusalem?  This is so 

amazing.  No threat of death can faze Jesus from doing his mission, but the 

ultimate objective of that mission is to die in Jerusalem. 
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iii. We read from Luke 9:51, “As the time approached for him to be taken up to 

heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem (or set his face toward 

Jerusalem.)”  Jesus’ mission has always been to go to Jerusalem and die there.  

No threat of death can dissolve his resoluteness because no one takes his life, 

but he lays down his own life!  John 10:17-18, “The reason my Father loves 

me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again.  No one takes it from 

me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and 

authority to take it up again.”     

iv. Jesus willingly and authoritatively gives his life for our salvation     

v. Brothers and sisters, make no mistake about it.  Our Lord Jesus came 

ultimately to die so that you and I can be forgiven of our sins and that you and 

I can have the eternal enjoyment of Him.   

vi. Our Lord Jesus never wavered from his mission.  He willingly chose the path 

to the cross to accomplish the mission of saving us.  He, with authority, laid 

down his own life to bring us back to God.  That’s our Jesus. 

 

4. Application: I think a proper response to and application of such truth is simply 

worship.  Let’s join the heavenly hosts and sing together: "You are worthy to take 

the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 

purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  

You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will 

reign on the earth."  "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and 

wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" 

 

The second reason why Jesus is that precious and unique door we must go through in 

order to enter into the kingdom of God is that 

II. Jesus compassionately gives his life for our salvation 

1. God’s longing to show his mercy to His people 

Significance of Jerusalem 

i. Jesus, having replied directly to the Pharisees, now speaks directly to 

Jerusalem, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone 
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those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as 

a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!”   

ii. Of course Jerusalem, the city, doesn’t kill or stone people.  Jesus is 

personifying Jerusalem because Jerusalem represents the nation of Israel, and 

therefore, the people of Israel.     

 

Jerusalem’s sin 

iii. Jesus takes up the tone of a prophet as he laments over the rebellious state of 

Jerusalem.  The prophet’s lament over the rebelliousness of people of Israel is 

not unfamiliar to those who read through the OT books like Isaiah and 

Jeremiah.  God chose Israel to be His treasured people.  He rescued them out 

of Egypt, made a covenant with them, and established them as a nation that 

reflects the glory of her God.  But, sadly Israel, time after time, walked away 

from her God and ran after other gods who were no gods at all.  Listen to 

some of God’s laments over Israel, spoken through the prophets. 

1. Speaking through Prophet Isaiah, “How the faithful city has become a 

whore, she who was full of justice!  Righteousness lodged in her, but now 

murderers.  Your silver has become dross, your best wine mixed with 

water.  Your princes are rebels and companions of thieves.  Everyone 

loves a bribe and runs after gifts.  They do not bring justice to the 

fatherless, and the widow’s cause does not come to them (Is 1:21-23).” 

2. Speaking through Prophet Jeremiah, “Run to and fro through the streets of 

Jerusalem, look and take note!  Search her squares to see if you can find a 

man, one who does justice and seeks truth that I may pardon her… How 

can I pardon you?  Your children have forsaken me and have sworn by 

those who are no gods.  When I fed them to the full, they committed 

adultery and trooped to the houses of whores (Je 5:1, 7).”   

iv. Israel has done wrong.  Time and time again, she spurned God’s kindness 

toward her.  Repeatedly she has rebelled against God and committed lewd 

unfaithfulness to her Husband.  Just like how Jesus describes Jerusalem in this 

verse, God sent prophets to warn her time after time so that she would turn 
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back from her sin.  But she refused and even killed those prophets God sent to 

wake them up!  She rightly deserves punishment. 

 

God’s longing for Israel’s return 

v. But, our God is amazingly patient and loving God.  Listen to Jesus in v34, “O 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, 

how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 

chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!”  God burns with righteous 

anger toward Israel because of her repeated offense against Him, and yet, His 

heart also burns with longing to see His people come back to Him. 

vi. I can’t remember ever seeing a hen trying to gather her chicks together.  But I 

do remember seeing a mother goose fiercely guarding her chicks.  She was 

fiery and zealous; ready to fight anything that came near her chicks.  If anyone 

came near the perimeter, she would quack angrily and quickly run to the 

intruder, ready to bite off his leg with her long beak.   

vii. Such is the heart of God toward His people.  Lately, I’ve been reading through 

Isaiah during my quiet-times.  And I’ve just been gaining a fresh sense of how 

our God is just such a long-suffering, patient, and loving God.  In one chapter, 

I’d be reading about God’s scathing indictment of Israel’s sins and the 

punishment that is due her.  And I’d saying to myself, “What the heck is 

wrong with these people.  Man, they so deserve the punishment!”  And yet in 

the very next chapter, I’d be reading about how God will forgive her and 

make her once again pure and beautiful.  And this goes on and on.  You think 

to yourself, “God, how can you forgive such a people?  They are so rebellious 

and they treat You so badly!”  You are just flabbergasted at how readily God 

will take Israel back.  And it dawns on you that you also are one of many who 

reaped the benefit from such a long-suffering, forgiving and loving God.   

viii. Jerusalem did not want God.  Jesus is going to Jerusalem to become her 

Savior, but she would not have him.  What a tragedy!  God could have just let 

her be.  I did not want God, and God could have just let me be.  But He did 

not.  As we saw in our first point of this passage, Jesus’ mission is 
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accomplished only when He goes to Jerusalem and dies there!  People did not 

beg God to save them.  You and I did not beg God to save us.  It is God’s 

mercy and grace that saved us.  “While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us (Rom 5:8).”   

 

2. Application: God wants all to come to know him.  He does not want anyone to 

perish 

i. Brothers and sisters, let us never forget that truth.  Our God is a 

compassionate God.  We have been dealt by God not according our sins, but 

according to His compassion.   

ii. It is true that God’s wrath burns all who do evil.  He is a holy God who hates 

sin.  And at the same time, He is a compassionate God who is slow to anger.  

2 Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 

understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 

everyone to come to repentance.”  How about Micah 7:18, “Who is a God like 

you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his 

inheritance?  You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.” 

iii. Not only should this truth make us fall in love with God more, but also make 

us become more compassionate especially to those who do not know the Lord 

yet.  For some reason, we have become more defensive about our faith and 

treat unbelievers as those we should keep out of our “Christian” zone.  We are 

quick to judge them as the “lost” people and shake our heads when we see 

them do “bad” things.  Who made us like that?  God does not find that 

pleasing!  Remember, Jesus hung out with drunks, prostitutes, and outcasts to 

bring them back to God who made them.   

iv. In The Northwestern Lutheran, Joel C. Gerlach writes: "Eight times the 

Ministry of Education in East Germany said no to Uwe Holmer's children 

when they tried to enroll at the university in East Berlin. The Ministry of 

Education doesn't usually give reasons for its rejection of applications for 

enrollment. But in this case the reason wasn't hard to guess. Uwe Holmer, the 
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father of the eight applicants, is a Lutheran pastor at Lobetal, a suburb of East 

Berlin.  

"For 26 years the Ministry of Education was headed by Margot Honecker, 

wife of East Germany's premier, Erich Honecker. ... [Then] when the Berlin 

wall cracked ... Honecker and his wife were unceremoniously dismissed from 

office. He is now under indictment for criminal activities during his tenure as 

premier.  

At the end of January the Honeckers were evicted from their luxurious palace 

in Vandlitz, an exclusive suburb of palatial homes reserved for the VIPs in the 

party. The Honeckers suddenly found themselves friendless, without 

resources, and with no place to go. None of their former cronies showed them 

any of the humanitarianism Communists boast about. No one wanted to 

identify with the Honeckers.  

"Enter Uwe Holmer. Remembering the words of Jesus, 'If someone strikes 

you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also,' Holmer extended an 

invitation to the Honeckers to stay with his family in the parsonage of the 

parish church in Lobetal. ... Pastor Holmer has not reported that the Honeckers 

have renounced their atheism and professed faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

But at least they fold their hands and bow their heads when the family prays 

together. Who knows what the Holmer's faith-in-action plan will lead to 

before this extraordinary episode ends?"  Citation: Gordon J. Peters, Bend, Oregon. 

Leadership, Vol. 12, no. 1.   

 

v. I read somewhere that one of the reasons the Christianity spread like a 

wildfire in Korea was because of the Korean Christians’ relentless desire to 

share their faith.  Christians held at gun points by communists would plead 

with them to receive Jesus as their Savior.  Even in their dying seconds, they 

would plead with their killers to turn from their sins and turn to Jesus.  Why 

shouldn’t we do the same?  Our Lord died for us when we did not seek Him 

so that we may know Him.   
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The third reason why Jesus is that precious and unique door we must go through in order 

to enter into the kingdom of God is that 

III. Jesus effectively gives his life for our salvation – not a single drop of Jesus’ blood is 

wasted 

1. The consequence of Israel’s rejection is destruction of Jerusalem 

i. Coming back to v35, the tragedy is that Jerusalem in her ignorance rejects the 

only one who can save her; and her fate is sealed, “Your house is left to you 

desolate.”  Here Jesus may be speaking about the fall of Jerusalem which 

would take place in A.D. 70 and/or other forms of judgment Israel as a nation 

would experience. 

ii. Then, what happened to the compassion of God?  Is God not compassionate 

enough to turn Jerusalem around?  Is the death Jesus would suffer on the cross 

and the blood he shed wasted?  Is Jesus’ mission accomplished only for some, 

but failed for others?     

 

2. Jesus will return as the One and will be welcomed 

i. We can have a whole sermon series on this.  But let me just point to the 

second part of v35, “I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’”   

1. Here we note that there is a time period before Jesus is welcomed by those 

once rejected Him.   

2. Now, let’s go to Acts 3:17-21.  Here Peter speaks to the Jews who just 

witnessed the healing of lame man: “Now, brothers, I know that you acted 

in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he 

had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. 
19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that 

times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the 

Christ, who has been appointed for you--even Jesus. 21 He must remain in 

heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised 

long ago through his holy prophets.” 
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ii. What this means is that we live in a period in which we wait for the day when 

Jesus will come again and God will make everything right, everything perfect, 

and all history will draw to a glorious final act.  In that day, all who would 

believe on Jesus will gladly sing the praise to Him, “Blessed is the he who 

comes in the name of the Lord!”   

iii. This does not mean that everyone on earth will be saved because there will be 

many who will continue to refuse to acknowledge their sins.  But this means 

that no one God called would fail to acknowledge Jesus as the Savior and 

Lord.   

iv. Remember Jesus saying in John 6:37- 40,  “All that the Father gives me will 

come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.  For I have 

come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent 

me.  And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that 

he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.  For my Father's will is that 

everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and 

I will raise him up at the last day." 

v. This means that Jesus’ mission is perfectly effective.  Not a single blood he 

shed on the cross is wasted.     

 

3. Application: encouragement for evangelism 

i. What does this truth have to do with our Christian living?  We should imitate 

the early Christians.  They knew this very well.  They knew that Christ’s death 

was effective – that all those God called will come to Jesus.  They also knew 

that this means that they can confidently and passionately tell people to turn to 

Jesus.   

ii. This truth should encourage us to evangelize with gusto and passion! 
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