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Introduction 
 
 Up until last week I had never been sailing before.  I had spent many sun-soaked 
summer afternoons dreamily gazing out at the sharp edges of the bright white sails as 
they sliced through the solid blue skies above Lake Michigan, but I’d never actually done 
it myself.  You can imagine how interested I was when one of my friends who had a 
membership at a sailing club asked me if I’d like to go sailing with him sometime this 
summer.  So we set a date.  He was going to pick me up at 9:00 AM on a Friday a couple 
of weeks ago and we were going to go sailing. 
 Well, the phone rang at 5:00 AM that morning and of course if the phone rings at 
that hour you know it’s something important, so I popped out of bed and ran to pick it up.  
It was my sailing partner calling from the hospital to say that his wife had just gone into 
labor and they were having a baby.  He said he’d have to cancel.  Of course I agreed with 
him, but I asked, “Christine’s due date isn’t for more than a month from now!  How can 
this be happening?” 

He, being a doctor himself, assured me that the baby was just within the range 
considered full term and that things should be fine.  However, this was totally 
unexpected.  Doctors tell couples expecting babies to have a suitcase packed and ready at 
all times just in case.  My friends didn’t have this ready yet.  In fact, Christine still had 
one more Lamaze class to take.  There was no crib.  There were no diapers.  The baby’s 
room wasn’t finished yet.  The baby shower was actually scheduled for the next weekend.  
They knew there was a baby coming, but they were caught by surprise; when the baby 
came, they weren’t adequately prepared for him. 

What happened to my friends is similar to what Jesus is warning us about in 
today’s text, although not being completely ready for a baby to come is a bit more 
lighthearted than the topic at hand this afternoon.  Even though at the time it was quite a 
shock, my friends were able to make due and scramble around and are able to laugh 
about it now (baby and mother are at home and doing well).  What Jesus is telling his 
followers to be ready for is no laughing matter.  What I hope everyone listening today 
hears, loud and clear, is this: Don’t be unprepared when Jesus comes back.  Don’t be 
caught by surprise, be prepared for Jesus to come back at any time. 
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Pray 
 
 So for a little while now we’ve been in Luke chapter 12.  Jesus is on his way to 
Jerusalem to complete his mission – to be killed, to rise again, to usher in the kingdom of 
God.  There’s this great crowd that has amassed around him and Jesus is giving some 
pretty serious teachings to his disciples sometimes and to his disciples and the crowds at 
other times – “Do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more that 
they can do.  Instead, fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you 
into Hell” (vv. 4-5).  Jesus warned against the temptation of materialism by telling a 
parable about a rich farmer who stored up things for himself only to be pronounced a fool 
by God when he came to take his life.  Last week we saw how Jesus tried to turn our 
hearts away from worrying and on to eternal things: “Provide purses for yourselves that 
will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes 
near and no moth destroys.”  There’s an eschatological perspective hidden in all these 
teachings here in chapter 12.  But this week it’s not hidden, there’s no beating around the 
bush, there’s no intimating, Jesus is very straightforward and clear: “Don’t be caught 
unprepared for me to come back,” he says. 
 So let’s walk through this passage and as we do we’ll see first of all that the main 
thrust of the passage is that Jesus is coming back and we should be ready.  Then we’ll 
notice that we’re given both a carrot and a stick to encourage us to be ready.  The carrot, 
so to speak, is the prospect of heaven, the reward for being ready.  The stick, if you will - 
what should deter us from not being ready for Jesus’ return is the prospect of Hell, of 
unthinkable punishment. 
 
(1) Jesus is Coming, Get Ready 
 
 Let’s turn our attention to the first part of this section, to vv. 35-40.  In this first 
section Jesus uses a couple of different illustrations in order to communicate with his 
disciples the need to be ready for Jesus’ return.  I doubt that at that moment they 
completely grasped what Jesus was teaching them.  Whose return are we supposed to be 
ready for Jesus?  Your return?  You’re right here with us?  Where are you going?  The 
full weight of what Jesus was teaching them wouldn’t actually make sense to them until 
well after Jesus was gone. 

Jesus is slowly letting the cat out of the bag.  He’s trying to get his disciples to 
understand that yes, they’re following the Messiah – the one who was to come and bring 
the kingdom of God, but no, it wasn’t going to happen like they had expected.  In God’s 
infinite wisdom and eternal plan it wasn’t going to happen all at once.  If you’ll 
remember back to chapter 9, right after Jesus had wowed everyone by miraculously and 
powerfully driving an evil spirit from a boy like it was a piece of cake, “he said to his 
disciples, ‘Let these words sink into your ears; for the Son of Man is going to be 
delivered into the hands of men.’  But [Luke says] they did not understand this statement” 
(vv. 44, 45a). 

So make no mistake, Jesus knows perfectly well that he’s headed for a death trap.  
That’s his plan…to get killed and to rise again and to ascend to heaven, but his disciples 
haven’t quite figured it out yet.  Nonetheless, Jesus is telling them how to keep following 
him after he’s gone.  Jesus is telling them that he’ll leave for an unknown while but he’ll 
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come back again.  In the perfect picture of forward thinking, Jesus is preparing his 
disciples for life in the next 2000 and counting years while we eagerly wait for his return.  
I praise God that this teaching of our Lord was preserved for us today to study and to 
apply to our lives. 

We cannot remind ourselves too often that Jesus will come again.  It’s tempting in 
the wake of all the confusion, all the wacky prophecy books that you can find in Christian 
bookstores, all the debate and petty divisions over post-millennialism, amillennialism, 
pre-trib pre-millennialism, mid-trib pre-millennialism, and post-trib pre-millennialism to 
just throw your hands up in the air and call yourself a pan-millennialist – it’ll all pan out 
in the end so I’m not really going to think about it.  It’s easy to go through life, even as a 
Christian, and not really think about Jesus coming back. 

That’s not, however, a good idea.  Last week we were encouraged to have our 
treasure and our heart be in heaven; to seek the kingdom.  Earlier in Luke we were taught 
to pray: thy kingdom come.  In the Gospels we see that this topic is something Jesus 
talked about quiet frequently.  It’s not a marginal issue.  In fact, the whole Bible shouts 
that Jesus is coming again.  “There are 260 chapters in the New Testament, and Christ’s 
return is mentioned no less than 318 times in those chapters.  Statistically, one verse in 
twenty-five mentions the Lord’s return.”1 

This is not something to be ignored or brushed to the side.  Paul tells us that “we 
wait for the blessed hope – the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ” (Titus 2:13).  All true believers, at all times, and in all places have confessed the 
simple words of the Apostle’s Creed that “he will come again to judge the living and the 
dead.”  You can be sure of this: Jesus will come again, this time not as a humble baby, 
but as a mighty warrior wielding the two edged sword of judgment and deliverance.  
Jesus is telling us this afternoon to be ready for that. 

“Be dressed ready for service,” he says.  Literally, “be as one having his waist 
girded for action.”  If you wanted to be on the lookout and prepared for quick action to 
get a house ready in biblical times, you had to have your long, flowing robes gathered 
together and tucked into your belt like the Israelites eating the Passover and fleeing from 
Egypt. 

“And keep your lamps burning.”  Right up until the last couple hundred years 
lamps and candles provided the only source of light after the sun went down.  Lamps 
required tending: filling them with oil, keeping the wicks trimmed, making sure they’re 
lit.  To be prepared for a visitor after dark meant keeping lamps burning.  It’s like being a 
prepared camper today means having a good flashlight with fresh batteries available.  Just 
ask Josh. 

“Like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet.”  These are 
servants in a house where the master has left to go to a family wedding.  Such 
celebrations back then could last for several days so it was hard to pin down exactly when 
the master would return.  All this readiness on the part of the servants is “so that when he 
comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him.”  How undesirable for a 
master to return late from a long journey to be locked out of his house in the dark with no 
food. 

Jesus is coming again and he wants us to be ready.  He wants us to be eagerly 
awaiting his return and not to be caught unprepared.  The only catch is that we have no 
clue when he’s coming back.  Jesus changes metaphors in order to better illustrate the 
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unpredictability of his return.  Instead of servants waiting for their master’s return from a 
wedding party, Jesus shifts to the imagery to that of a house burglar. 

He says in v. 39, “But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at 
what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.”  If you 
somehow knew for sure that a burglar was coming at exactly 11:23 PM to try to break 
into your home, you would definitely be there and be prepared or at least have the cops 
come and do a stake out.  It’s kind of a no-brainer and it makes the point clearly.  You 
don’t know when a thief will come and steal.  Thieves are sneaky like that.  Therefore, 
the only fool-proof way to prevent theft is to be prepared all the time – always lock your 
doors and windows, always put a Club on your car’s driving wheel, never let your guard 
down for one second. 

It’s like how we really can’t know exactly when the next terrorist strike will 
happen.  That’s why our only defense is being thoroughly prepared all the time, being on 
the lookout, being on high alert.  Now of course Jesus isn’t a thief or a terrorist, but the 
principle holds true.  Jesus is coming back and we don’t know when, therefore we should 
be prepared.  That’s the application Jesus himself draws in v. 40 – “You also must be 
ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect.” 

This is something that the Bible seems to be pretty clear about.  Mat. 24:36-39 
says, “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, 
nor the Son, but the Father only.  As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man.  For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were 
unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son 
of Man.” 

This thief in the night teaching of Jesus’ became a popular allusion in later 
biblical writings.  Paul says in 1 Thess. 5:1-3 – “Now, brothers, about times and dates we 
do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night.  While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,’ destruction will 
come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.”  
Peter says in 2 Pet. 3:10, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens 
will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and 
everything in it will be laid bare.”  In John’s vision in Rev. 3:3 Jesus says, “Remember, 
therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent.  But if you do not wake 
up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.”2 

So it still amazes me that people are always making outlandish predictions down 
to the very day of Christ’s return.  Friends, don’t believe any of them.  “The Son of Man 
will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”  The point is to always be ready.  We 
don’t know when it will happen, but we know it’s imminent.  Each day gets closer.  It 
could happen at any moment, perhaps today.  So be ready. 

How do we do this?  What does it mean to be ready?  How do I know if I’m ready 
or not?  Well, I hope some answers become obvious as we continue to go through the rest 
of this passage and try to pull it all together at the end, but the first answer, the very first 
step toward being ready for Jesus to return is by deciding to follow Jesus.  This step can’t 
be skipped.  This exhortation is of the utmost importance for anyone who is not a 
Christian.  You’re absolutely not ready if you’ve never made a confession to trust in 
Christ.  You don’t stand a chance.  If you’re an unbeliever, then you’re not ready.  Keep 
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listening to find out what happens to those who aren’t ready and by all means repent, and 
“confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, and you will be saved” (Rom. 10:9). 

I say this, however, knowing that most if not all of you sitting here have done that 
already.  Most of you have associated with Jesus; you’re professing to follow him.  You 
may be thinking something like what Peter was thinking at the time: “Nathan, are you 
preaching this sermon to us, or is this more appropriate for unbelievers?”  No, this 
sermon is especially for you.  This text is directed towards people exactly like you and 
me, people within the Jesus movement, faithful church attenders.  You can look like a 
Christian externally, you can claim to prophesy, cast out demons, and do mighty works in 
his name but Matthew 7:22 tells us that when he comes back you can hear, “I never knew 
you.  Away from me, you evildoer!”  We need to evaluate ourselves to make sure that 
we’re ready for Christ’s return. 

Remember how Jesus has been saying all of this to his followers within earshot of 
massive crowds?  Verse 41 relates that “Peter asked, ‘Lord, are you telling this parable to 
us, or to everyone [else]?”  “Who are you talking to?”  Jesus answers, “Okay then, you’re 
not quite getting me.  Let me tell you another parable that illustrates the same thing and 
try to follow along.  Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in 
charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time?” 

Jesus likes to answer questions with questions.  He wants Peter to think about it.  
“Let’s suppose, Peter, that there’s a master who leaves on a journey and while he’s away 
he puts his manager in charge of things.  He entrusts him with certain responsibilities like 
feeding the household staff.  Now, Peter, I’m going away.  Who would be analogous to 
the manager, Peter, in our situation?  Would my manager-type-person be Herod, or 
Pontius Pilate, or that Pharisee that’s always attacking me?  No!  It’d be somebody like 
you, Peter.  I’m talking about you.  In these parables I’m referring to you people who are 
claiming to follow me.  That’s who I’m mainly admonishing to be ready for my 2nd 
Coming.  So-called disciples.” 
 
(2) The Carrot = Heaven 
 

Did you follow me there?  I think Jesus’ reply to Peter’s question with a question 
of his own is his way of saying that he’s talking to the disciples here.  So Jesus is telling 
people like you and me, his self-professed followers, to make sure that we’re ready for 
him when he returns.  He gives two convincing incentives for being ready.  Like I said, 
the first is kind of like a carrot, a reward motivation. 

Jesus says, “It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing what 
he’s supposed to be doing when the master returns.”  Literally he says blessed is that 
servant!  “I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.”  There’s a 
major promotion in store for the steward who does his job while his master is away.  By 
analogy Jesus is saying that if when he returns he finds those people who are claiming to 
follow him being faithful, living how they’re supposed to as Christians, then there will be 
a great reward in store for them – they will reign with him over his kingdom!! 

Did you notice that I kind of skipped over vv. 37-38 earlier?  Well it says this 
same thing.  Back to the first illustration of the servants waiting for their master to return 
from a wedding banquet; Jesus says a very similar thing – “It will be good for those 
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servants/blessed are those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes.”  
Being ready when he comes is described as a very good thing. 

Catch what Jesus goes on to say: “I tell you the truth, he [the master] will dress 
himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them.”  
This is unbelievable!  This is a very great reward for being ready!  At our elders’ retreat 
this weekend we spent some time meditating on Luke 22:24-27 and thinking about being 
servant leaders of this church.  Jesus says that worldly leaders lord it over people, but we 
should be like Jesus himself and serve people.  What follows in that passage blows me 
away.  Jesus says, “For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? 
Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.  You are 
those who have stood by me in my trials.  And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my 
Father conferred one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom 
and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (vv. 27-30). 

By analogy Jesus is saying that if we look forward to, eagerly await his return and 
try to be ready for him when he comes, he will turn the tables and will begin to serve us.  
He, the lord and master of the universe, will lavish us with blessings.  He’s prepared a 
feast for us to enjoy, a wedding feast of our own, the wedding feast of the lamb described 
in Rev. 19. 

Jesus also says, “It will be good for those servants/blessed are those servants 
whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the 
night” (v. 38).  We keep ourselves ready by not growing weary.  The ancients divided the 
night into watches.  For the Romans there were four watches and if Jesus is using this 
schedule then he’s talking about somewhere between 9:00 PM and 3:00 AM.  The Jewish 
system, however, had only three watches.  If Jesus was referring to this system, and I 
think he probably was, then he’s talking about somewhere between 10:00 PM and 6:00 
AM.  Whichever system he’s using, it refers to late into the night.  He’s trying to 
communicate that even if he doesn’t come back for quite some time, you should still be 
ready. 

Obviously, these immediate hearers had to be ready, because it could happen in 
their lifetime and likewise every generation right up until ours has had to be ready.  Jesus 
promised to return and “the Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness.  Do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day” (2 Pet. 3:9, 8).  Jesus knew it may 
take awhile, but that’s no reason to gamble and fail to be ready.  We can’t think the 
Lord’s delay gives us time to live a little bit for ourselves.  Even if he comes in the 
second or third watch of the night, it will be GOOD for us to be found ready. 

That’s something we must truly believe.  It will be amazingly good for us to be 
ready.  Do you see how Jesus makes sure to communicate that here?  It will be good, it 
will be good, it will be good.  “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived 
what God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Cor. 2:9).  It will be indescribably 
good for us.  This is the hope that the Bible holds out for us in place after place.  What a 
glorious day that will be for those who are found in him, ready for his return. 

There’s a song I’ve heard on Christian radio a few times with a chorus that goes, 
“People get ready, Jesus is comin’.  Soon we’ll be going home.”  Jesus assured us: “In 
my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going 
there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
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back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am” (John 14:2-3).  Do 
you dream about the bliss of eternity in a redeemed world with a redeemed body in the 
presence of the Lord?  Friends, it’s going to be really good, so be ready. 
 
(3) The Stick = Hell 
 
 If the goodness of eternal life with Jesus fails to motivate you to be ready for the 
2nd Coming (and that in itself should be enough), then Jesus tries a different angle.  He 
reminds us of the unspeakable horrors of Hell that await those who are found not ready 
for Christ’s return.  This is like the Gospel equivalent of the warning passages found in 
Hebrews.  Be ready, because it won’t be good for you if you’re not. 
 “But,” v. 45, “but suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long 
time in coming,’ and he then begins to beat the menservants and maidservants and to eat 
and drink and get drunk.”  Jesus gives the positive first – the servant does what he’s 
supposed to and the master comes back and rewards him.  Then he gives the negative 
alternative – the servant doesn’t do what he’s supposed to and actually uses his freedom 
to do really bad things and the master comes back and punishes him. 
 This is a picture of extreme wantonness, of deliberate disobedience.  He becomes 
a drunken glutton who beats not only men, but also women.  A modern day example 
would be if someone left for a date night with his wife and got a babysitter to watch the 
kids.  He doesn’t get back until late, but when he does he finds that the babysitter started 
to physically abuse his son and daughter and had a loud party at his house with alcohol 
and dancing.  He’d be fuming mad, right?  Well, probably not as mad as this master in 
Jesus’ parable. 
 “The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and 
at an hour he is not aware of.  He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the 
unbelievers.”  Yikes.  Here the illustration begins to overlap with reality.  Jesus is talking 
about the fate of people who have ostensibly followed him, but have taken his absence as 
an excuse for immoral living.  When he comes there will be severe judgment for them. 

This picture here is quite graphic and disturbing.  Is this exactly what will 
happen?  Well, I don’t know.  You can tell that this is figurative because the unfaithful 
steward gets cut up and then he gets assigned to live in a place with other people.  How 
does someone live with other people when their cut into pieces? 

It’s not a literal description of Hell.  All this is saying is that Hell is a really bad 
place.  The punishment is severe.  We don’t know what it’ll be like exactly.  And quite 
frankly we don’t want to imagine.  But we know that it will be really bad.  It’s described 
elsewhere figuratively as a lake of fire (Rev. 20:15), a furnace of fire (Mt. 13:42), 
blackest darkness (2 Pet. 2:17; Jude 1:13), a place with worms (Mk. 9:48), and weeping 
and gnashing of teeth (i.e. Mat. 8:12), among others.  In those places like here, words 
can’t describe the misery of Hell, eternal separation from God. 

I can’t really soften this.  This is meant to be harsh and scare impostor disciples.  
Believe me, I don’t want to be the stereotypical Baptist preacher who turns the thermostat 
up every Sunday and preaches hellfire and brimstone, but all I’m doing here is simply 
preaching the Bible.  That’s the benefit to unselectively preaching through books – you 
don’t really control what the topic is going to be about, God does.  All Scripture is God 
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breathed and useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness (2 
Tim. 3:16).  This is the word of the Lord. 

Verse 47 does tell us that there’s a gradation of punishment here, though.  “That 
servant who knows his master’s will and does not get ready or does not do what his 
master wants will be beaten with many blows.”  This is a second category – someone 
who knows his master’s will but just doesn’t do it.  He doesn’t necessarily do blatantly 
disobedient actions, but he just fails to do what he’s supposed to.  That person gets beaten 
with many blows. 

There’s also a third category.  “The one who does not know [his master’s will] 
and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows.”  Ignorant people 
will still be beaten, but not with as many blows as someone who knows better.  So there 
are levels of punishment in Hell based upon the level of disobedience and on how much 
knowledge one had. 

This however, should only further motivate us to be ready for Christ’s return.  
You know a lot about the Bible.  The people of Immanuel Baptist Church I’ve found are 
very well grounded in theology and you know what it means to be a follower of Christ.  
You’ve probably heard many sermons in your lifetime.  The other elders and I will labor 
hard to make sure that you are a well fed flock, that you’re thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.  We do that so that you will know God better and know the joy that comes 
from walking according to his ways, both here and forevermore.  However that makes 
you more accountable. 

“From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the 
one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”  I will make it my 
goal to make sure you know the master’s will, but I can’t ultimately make sure you’re 
ready for his return.  You must do that.  Jesus, and Luke, and I want to you to be ready.  
Be warned: it will not be good for those who aren’t. 
 
Conclusion 
 
 I had Dr. Hafemann for a Greek exegesis class back in grad school.  We were told 
which passage we’d be covering during the upcoming class session and were expected to 
be prepared to translate from sight and to parse the Greek verbs on the spot when called 
on and to basically know everything about the text.  His way of making sure that 
everyone was ready was to randomly call on different people each class.  You could play 
the odds that he wasn’t going to call on you that day and slack off on being ready. 

Sometimes it worked for people, but I can remember trying this on occasion (I 
didn’t do it all the time, mind you) and I can remember the pit in my stomach and the 
lump in my throat when he happened to say, “Nathan, please parse diorucqh/nai.”  
It’s not a good feeling.  I wasn’t ready.  I wasn’t prepared for him to call on me.  When 
Jesus comes back and asks you to give an account, the question is, “Will you be ready?” 

Jesus is coming back again and those who are ready will be greatly rewarded and 
those who aren’t will be greatly punished.  So how do we keep ourselves ready?  How do 
we make sure we’re prepared for Jesus’ return?  First of all we keep ourselves ready for 
Christ’s return by looking forward to it.  By desiring it to happen.  I get this by looking at 
the servants in the first parable Jesus told.  These servants are on their tiptoes, they keep 
doing their work and their preparations, but they keep going to the window to peek out 
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and see if their master’s coming.  We must be ready like them.  We keep living life; we 
don’t just sit around all day and wait for him to come back, but that’s our hope.  We must 
be able to say with all our hearts, “Maranatha!  Come, Lord Jesus!  Come quickly” (cf. 1 
Cor. 16:22; Rev. 22:20; Westminster Confession, chapter 33). 

Can you say that?  Do you long for the Second Coming?  I had a teacher in 
college who would tell the story of having this recurring nightmare during his 
engagement.  He kept dreaming that he was standing at the front of the church and started 
to watch his beautiful bride come down the aisle… and then all of a sudden Jesus would 
come back.  He woke up in a sweat.  It wasn’t a pleasant dream for him.  He didn’t want 
Jesus to come back yet. 

Secondly we keep ourselves ready for Christ’s return by staying on task.  By not 
saying we believe, and then failing to back it up with a life consistent with our beliefs.  
By living as Jesus teaches his followers to live here in Luke.  In this context, we’re meant 
to think of Jesus’ warnings against hypocrisy – “there is nothing concealed that will not 
be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known” (v. 2).  We’re meant to think of 
Jesus’ warning against fearing persecution – “he who disowns me before men will be 
disowned before the angels of God” (v. 9).  We’re meant to think about Jesus’ warning 
against materialism, because as we said many times we live like our eschatology summed 
up in the word retirement; we can’t say we’re followers of Christ and have 
money/material possessions as our god.  We’re also meant to think of Jesus’ words 
against worry – disciples of Christ shouldn’t be characterized by anxiety.  Actually living 
like Jesus teaches his disciples to live is what it means to be ready. 

I know that some here have oversensitive consciences.  You’re not able to 
distinguish such warning passages from works righteousness and you feel like you can’t 
be ready because you’re not perfect.  Passages like these really scare you in an unhealthy 
way.  You’re not going through life flippantly.  You actually examine yourselves too 
much and what you need is not a shock, but comfort.  Be comforted by this – if you’re 
genuinely, sincerely seeking to follow Jesus and you’re extremely concerned about not 
being prepared when he comes, then that’s a good sign that you are ready.  Dead men 
don’t kick and unregenerate people don’t earnestly desire to be ready for Jesus’ return. 

I also know that some of you have the opposite problem, that this is what some of 
you may have needed to hear this afternoon.  You needed a good shock to wake you up 
out of slumber, out of nominal Christianity.  I pray that Christ’s admonition 
accomplished that for some of you today. 

Brothers and sisters, if our Lord should return to culminate history and 
consummate the kingdom within our lifetimes, I pray that all of us will be found in him 
and ready.  It will be good. 
 
 
This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 
Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, August 15, 2004.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 
find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 

 
End notes: 
                                                 
1 R. Kent Hughes, Luke: Volume Two, Preaching the Word (Wheaton: Crossway, 1998), 59. 
2 See also Rev. 16:15. 


