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Introduction 
 
 Last week was a very special time in the life of this church as we reflected on 
where God has taken me and this church in the last few years, and marveled at how he 
has brought us together by his sovereign hand, and as we sought his favor for the years 
ahead in this new chapter.  I was especially encouraged and admonished by the sermon – 
it’s not often that you come to church and the sermon is directed primarily at you; it can 
be a bit awkward.  But I take what Pastor Jason said to me seriously.  My job as your 
pastor is to guard my own heart and guard your hearts.  That’s my main job description.  I 
preach to myself throughout the week so I can stand up here on Sundays and preach to 
you.  I’m charged with guarding your hearts. 
 I didn’t have to manipulate things very much to come up with the title for this 
week’s sermon:  Guard Your Hearts Against Materialism.  It wasn’t a great stretch.  It 
just worked out that way.  Isn’t God cool like that?  I really believe that this captures the 
message of the text, which just so happens to come next for us in Luke’s Gospel.  In 
short, the message I wish to convey to you today is simply this: Followers of Christ 
must guard their hearts closely against the temptation of materialism. 
 As we unpack these verses we’re going to have a chance to look a little more 
closely at (1) exactly what we’re to guard against, (2) why this thing we’re to guard 
against is so dangerous/faulty, and (3) we’ll start to explore some of the cure for this 
disease that wages war against our souls (although we’ll get into this more next week as 
well).  In a sense this is a two part message that runs all the way through v. 34 and covers 
the broad topic of money/material possessions/finances.  I thought about making this all 
one sermon, but there’s enough stuff here to chew on for a couple of weeks and there is a 
slight literary break between vv. 21 and 22. 
 But before we dive into the text for today, I want to spend some time reviewing 
Luke’s overall structure.  You see, I’m big on preaching through books, verse by verse 
and taking time really to look at the text in depth because we believe God inspired every 
word of the Bible, right?  This is why I believe in what we do here, what’s called 
expository preaching. 
 But I’m also big on understanding the text how it was intended to be understood 
because we believe in something called authorial intent, right?... understanding what the 
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author originally intended.  Each of the four Gospel writers were intending to craft their 
own historically faithful portrait of Jesus – accenting with heavy colors in some places, 
painting with broad brush strokes in other places, utilizing their own style, all to artfully 
create a painting that accomplished their own purposes.  Therefore, it’s important to 
remember that each Gospel was meant to be understood as one piece, a unified whole.  
There’s good evidence that they were meant to be read or performed in one sitting. 
 So one of the downsides to taking in excess of a year to go through one book that 
was meant to be read in one day is that we can miss the proverbial forest for the trees.  
Now I think this potential pitfall can be overcome, for sure, by always taking the 
opportunity to remind ourselves where we are within the big picture, the overall scheme 
of things that Luke is doing.  So on occasion as we go through verse by verse, week by 
week we’re going to take time to step back and remind ourselves where we are in Luke’s 
work so that we can accurately understand and apply what Luke was inspired to 
communicate. 
 Luke’s structure can be divided nicely into 5 sections.1  If you’ll remember, first 
he prefaces his work by stating his purpose to write “an orderly account” for a man 
named Theophilus and then he introduces Jesus through his infancy narratives, compares 
him with John the Baptist, and shows how this child is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s 
plans in history.  The next section, 3:1 through 4:13, relates Jesus’ preparation for 
ministry.  And then the third section starting in 4:14 and going through 9:50 covers Jesus’ 
Galilean ministry – Jesus’ teaching and miracles in the northern regions of Israel.  Here is 
where we really begin to find out who Jesus is. 
 In 9:51 the section we are currently in today begins.  There we read that Jesus 
“resolutely set his face to go to Jerusalem” (NASB), thus beginning his long death march 
to the cross.  Here is where we really begin to understand what it means to follow Jesus 
and by 19:28 he has arrived at Jerusalem and we all know what transpires there – Jesus is 
finally killed and rises from the dead. 
 So we find ourselves in chapter 12 in the middle of this Jerusalem Journey section 
where the topic of discipleship is at the forefront.  Look at v. 1 – a large crowd has 
amassed around Jesus and he begins to teach his disciples.  Notice he admonishes them, 
“Be on your guard (v. 1),” “Don’t be afraid (vv. 4, 7),” “Do not worry (v. 11).”  Basically 
Jesus is dealing with one major obstacle that prevents people from wholeheartedly 
following him, namely fear of persecution. 
 Now look at vv. 13-34.  Notice similar phrases:  “Be on your guard (v. 15),” “Do 
not worry (v. 22),” “Do not be afraid (v. 32).”  Here Jesus is dealing with another major 
obstacle that comes between people and sold-out devotion to Jesus, namely money.  
Today we’re just looking at this first part, the warning, and like I said the main point that 
I want you to take home today is that disciples of Christ must guard their hearts 
closely against the temptation of materialism. 
 
(1) The Main Point 
 

Where does that come from?  What do I mean by that?  And what, exactly, is it 
that Jesus is warning us about?  Let’s look at vv. 13-15. 
 



3 

 Remember that large crowd that Luke introduced back in v. 1?  Well, Luke tells 
us that someone from among that crowd saw this as an opportunity to plead his case 
before Jesus and hopefully obtain a favorable decision on his behalf.  “Teacher,” he 
interrupted, “tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”  Figuring out who gets 
what when parents pass away has evidently always been a good way to see what’s in 
people’s hearts. 

Some sort of inheritance dispute had arisen between two brothers and somehow 
this one felt like he was not getting his fair share.  The Law had things to say regarding 
such things (i.e. Dt. 21:15-17; Nu. 27:1-11, 36:7-9).  Evidently this man estimates Jesus 
to be some sort of rabbi that could interpret the Law and settle disputes and obviously 
he’s seeking Jesus to side with him. 
 Look at how Jesus responds to this request.  Instead of complying with this man’s 
wishes he says to him, “Man [not really a warm, cordial address], who appointed me a 
judge or arbiter between you?”  In other words, “I’m not here to get involved with such 
selfish squabbles; I’m not just your ordinary rabbi.”  As one commentator puts it, “He 
came to bring men to God, not to bring property to men.”2  It’s not at all that Jesus is 
unconcerned with justice, but that he detects in the man’s request an underlying 
motivation of greed.  There’s an underlying attitude here that needs to be addressed. 
 And so what seems like an out of the blue interruption at first, turns out to set the 
stage masterfully for Jesus’ teaching on the dangers of money and the proper perspective 
for a disciple to have towards it.  Jesus makes the most of the opportunity afforded to him 
and turns to his disciples and anyone else in the crowd who would listen and he says 
forcefully, “Watch out!!!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed!”  This is the main 
point of this whole passage right here: Guard your hearts! 
 The word translated, be on your guard, it’s not just talking about putting up 
defenses.  It’s not just defensive, it’s offensive.  It “…is the taking of positive action to 
ward off a foe.”3  Be on your guard!  Guard yourself! 

This word, greed, denotes an insatiable desire to have more and more.  It’s an 
active enemy of your soul constantly attacking your heart to make it desire wealth, status, 
more things, instead of God.  This is why the Bible includes it in many of the vice lists 
(i.e. Mark 7:22; Ro. 1:29) and even calls greed idolatry – “Put to death, therefore, 
whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires 
and greed, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5); being greedy plain and simple is worshipping 
another god, a false god. 

This enemy is an expert agent of the Devil, skilled at disguising itself, taking on 
many forms, or using many strategies to overtake your heart.  Notice Jesus says, “Be on 
your guard against all kinds of greed.”  This is strong language here.  Greed or 
materialism is a serious temptation to be actively guarded against. 
 Why?  Because it’s deceptive.  Jesus tells us to guard ourselves because “a man’s 
life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  Greed and our materialistic, 
consumer driven world which is under greed’s control tries to get you to believe the exact 
opposite.  The world says that a man’s life DOES consist in the abundance of his 
possessions.  Have you ever seen those t-shirts with the slogan: the one who dies with the 
most toys wins?  Friends, it’s simply not true.  This is a great verse to memorize or write 
out and put in your purse or your wallet, maybe read it over every time before you go 
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shopping.  A man’s or woman’s life does NOT consist in the abundance of his or her 
possessions! 
 Especially in today’s society this is something that you have to watch out for.  Do 
you get bored with your current wardrobe, wake up in the morning and you’re not excited 
about the day because you don’t have anything to wear?  You’ve subconsciously believed 
the lie that your life consists in the abundance of name brand clothes?  The life that is 
truly life is the life that is found when you are clothed in Christ. 

Women, I don’t think this exclusively applies to women because I’ve struggled 
with it too, but it is characteristically something that women struggle with: do you go 
shopping to lift your spirits?  Does it give you a high?  There are many ways you can 
deaden pain or drown sorrows: alcohol, busyness, surrounding yourself with people, 
drugs, and buying things.  Yes, buying things is like a drug.  It makes you happy at first, 
but that soon wears off and you must buy more, and more, and more.  Ultimately it’s 
empty.  A woman’s life does not consist in the abundance of her shoes; how many do you 
need? 

Men, and once again this can apply to women too: are you a workaholic?  Let’s 
be honest and just call it what it is – greed.  Working long, hard hours at the neglect of 
family and church all to get ahead in life and be promoted or get a better job; what’s the 
point?  As it says in Ecclesiastes, “Whoever loves money never has money enough; 
whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.  This too is meaningless” (Eccl. 
5:10). 

I’m not sure what it is that causes you to believe that your life consists in the 
abundance of your possessions, but examine yourself.  Guard yourself.  Take active steps 
to counter those lies.  Materialism is insidious and you can’t afford to not pay attention to 
it. 

I can’t necessarily give you a one size fits all way to do this.  One night this last 
week after supper Andrea was heading off to one of her favorite stores, Kohl’s – that 
place that lures you in with all those evil coupons and gimmicks to make you believe 
you’re getting a great deal.  As she was heading out the door I said to her, “Watch out!!  
Be on your guard against all kinds of greed…. and then come home and tell me how to 
do it.”  So I’m not exactly sure how to apply this, but here are some ideas: 

 
• Maybe some of you need to put a spending freeze on yourself for the next 

week – don’t spend any money for a whole week. 
• Maybe some of you need to sit down and make a detailed budget for the 

first time and keep track of where your money goes. 
• Maybe some of you need to go through your clothes and give half of them 

away – you know the ones you wear maybe once a year. 
• Maybe there’s something you’re thinking about replacing, but it still 

works and you need to just keep it until it completely quits. 
• Or maybe you’re a cheapskate and you’d rather hoard your money rather 

than spend it and you need to replace your falling apart dishwasher and 
you need to actually get the somewhat expensive one that will last a long 
time and conserve water (buying the cheapest option is not always the best 
idea) 
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I’m not exactly sure what each one of you needs to do, all I know is that you need 
to watch out and be on your guard against all kinds of greed because your life does NOT 
consist in the abundance of your possessions. 
 
(2) The Explaining Parable 
  
 Next Jesus tells a parable that illustrates this point and shows us even more clearly 
why materialism is such a dangerous and deceptive snare.  Look at v. 16.  In order to 
explain more fully what he meant he told them a parable:  Read vv. 16-18 
 So there’s a farmer who’s already rather well off.  One year he is blessed with a 
bumper crop, an unusually good yield.  So he starts to reason with himself in a soliloquy, 
“Where am I going to put all this?  I’ve outgrown my current storage facilities so I’m 
going to need to tear them down and build bigger ones.” 
 On the surface this just seems like a prudent business move, responsible planning.  
There is nothing inherently wrong with sound, fiscal planning, having savings, making 
wise investments, giving thought to the future, etc…  It’s not wrong for us to do that, it’s 
good.  But this rich farmer is not portrayed as an example of a good steward, a wise 
manager. 
 Look first of all at how many times the personal pronouns “my” and “I” occur.  
Here is the perfect picture of selfishness reminiscent of a toddler with his toys - “Me, me, 
me, me…”  Not only is he unwilling to share, but implicit in such language is the 
assumption that he thinks it’s all his.  He thinks that he’s responsible.  Money has a 
tendency of producing pride.  I’ve always thought God’s indictment of the Israelites in 
Hosea 13:6 was descriptive of the propensity in all of us to react to blessing with pride 
and eventually godlessness – “When I fed them, they were satisfied; when they were 
satisfied, they became proud; then they forgot me.”  What an all too common 
progression.  This is also why Paul tells Timothy to warn those who have money not to 
be arrogant (1 Tim. 6:17).  Guard your hearts against the self-reliant pride that is so often 
attached to materialism. 

But an even bigger clue that this man has a faulty view of money is v. 19.  Look 
there at what his rationale for making such decisions is.  “And I’ll say to myself, ‘Self, 
you have many goods laid up for many years.  Relax.  Eat.  Drink.  Be merry.’”  Kent 
Hughes remarks, “This is the only place in the Bible where retirement is spoken of, and 
here it is in the context of disapproval.”4  Such thinking is the perfect embodiment of 
materialism, self-indulgence, and greed.  Here is a man driven by a desire for a life of 
leisure and a well stocked supply of things. 

How many times do you catch yourself living by such a philosophy that’s more 
Epicurean than Christian?  “I’m going to work really hard now in school so I can get a 
good job and kick back and live the good life” or “Hopefully someday we can live in a 
nice house on a golf course and enjoy life.” 

Andrea and I enjoy taking bike rides along the lakefront in Evanston.  If you’ve 
ever been around that area you’ll know that there are tree-lined streets with four story, 
elaborate houses all around which reflect the lifestyle of the rich and famous.  There’s 
some covetous desire in me to gaze in awe at how big those houses are.  I dream about 
what it would be like to have something like that someday, but then I have to remind 
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myself that this earth is not my home and I have a better mansion waiting for me in 
heaven. 

Such a longing for heaven, however, is not the worldview of this rich farmer.  To 
him, this is all there is.  His eschatology, like many of ours sadly, is summed up in one 
word, retirement.  He forgets, or ignores, or refuses to believe that there is a God and 
we’re accountable to him.  He’s living as if God does not exist.  Psalm 14:1 says that “the 
fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’”  And that is exactly what God calls this man 
here in v. 20: “But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your life will be 
demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” 

Basically, what this is saying is that materialism causes us to live like life consists 
in the abundance of our possessions, like this is all there is, like there’s nothing beyond 
death,… like God does not exist.  And that is extremely foolish. 

Sometimes we need a dose of reality to shock us back to our senses.  We need to 
be reminded that there is a God and that there’s more to life than things and that we’re 
ultimately accountable to him, and that he will determine our eternal destinies.  This story 
illustrates all the old clichés: “You can’t take it with you,” or “There are no U-Hauls 
behind hearses.”  I like how Job puts it, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and 
naked I will depart” (1:21), and Paul says, “We brought nothing into the world, and we 
can take nothing out of it” (1 Tim. 6:7).  This idea is mentioned several other times in the 
Bible (i.e. Ps. 39:6, 49:10) and we do well to remind ourselves of such a truth. 

Have you ever had those moments where it dawns on you that God exists, that 
this faith we claim to live by is real?  Do you know what I’m talking about?  Sometimes I 
can catch myself reading my Bible, praying, preaching, being a pastor and then it hits me 
– wait a second this is real!!!  There really is a God, Jesus really walked this earth, he 
really died for my sins, he really came back to life, I’m really going to die, I’m really 
going to come back to life because of Jesus and live with him forever, this is REAL! 

Maybe for you God whops you upside the head with his realness by events 
commonly called “coincidences;” maybe for you he does it through music – singing or 
listening to beautiful songs; or maybe for you it’s through nature – watching a sunset and 
thinking, “Wow!  What must God be like?;” or maybe for you it’s through the arts – a 
movie that makes you cry, a novel that makes you think, a play that makes you worship. 

I don’t know how he normally does it for you, but I’m praying that this happens 
to you right now as you hear his Word preached and that by getting a wake up call to 
God’s reality, the reality of eternity you’ll begin to think differently about money and 
how you use it. 

When John D. Rockefeller died, a man was curious about how much he had left 
behind.  Determined to find out, he set up an appointment with one of Rockefeller’s 
highest aides.  The man asked the aide how much Rockefeller left behind, and the aide 
answered, “He left all of it.”5 

Wake up!  You’re going to leave all of it behind.  You are going to die and then 
it’s not going to matter if you had a 34 inch TV, a 12 inch TV, or no TV.  Guard your 
hearts against the temptation of materialism to make you live like there’s no God, 
because there really is and he won’t evaluate you on how much money you accumulated, 
but rather on how you used what you were given. 
 
(3) The Summary Statement 
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 Look, finally, at the summary statement of this parable.  This sentence applies the 
parable to us and points us towards how we can combat this foe of materialism.  It tells us 
a little bit about what does matter in life.  Jesus concludes, “This is how it will be with 
anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.” 
 He draws a parallel by saying, “If you do not guard yourself against all kinds of 
greed and you fall prey to it by living for yourself with a never-ending desire for more 
and more things, you’re headed for a rude awakening.  You will be just like this fool who 
has built his life around things that can never provide happiness and will ultimately cause 
him to forfeit his soul.” 
 Now it’s important to note here that it is not necessarily having money that is the 
problem.  Remember, it’s not money, per se, that is the root of all evil, but the love of 
money (1 Tim. 6:10).  The problem is storing up things for yourself, but not being rich 
towards God.  Here is the answer.  Here is the antidote. 
 Hear me on this.  Wealth in itself is not bad.  I’m a firm believer that the free-
market, capitalist system that we live in is the least evil of all the other economic systems.  
No other economic system has the potential to generate such vast amounts new money, 
thus raising the standard of living for all people as does capitalism.  I think capitalism and 
making money can be a good thing, the only problem is that it’s a very dangerous thing 
because just as capitalism has unparalleled potential for generating wealth, it also has 
unequaled potential for fueling greed. 
 So what is the solution?  What is the primary shield against greed?  It’s being rich 
toward God.  Being rich toward God is the opposite of storing up things exclusively for 
oneself, it means giving it away.  It means storing up treasures in heaven, which as I said 
earlier we will look at again next week.  The way you guard your heart against 
materialism is by giving it away in the name of God. 
 Are you rich towards God?  Do you use whatever money or possessions God has 
given you as a tool to serve him?  Do you invest in a heavenly portfolio, storing up 
treasures in heaven by investing in the work of the kingdom?  Do you personally give 
generously to missionaries?  Do you give cheerfully to the church?  Do you help those in 
need?  Do you give sacrificially?  The old adage is true which says you can judge a 
person’s spiritual walk by looking at his checkbook.  Are you rich towards God or do you 
store up things for yourself? 
  
Conclusion 
 

Brothers and sisters, be on the lookout, guard your hearts against materialism.  
Life does not consist in the abundance of your possessions.  You’re going to die someday 
and your possessions won’t matter.  Be rich towards God – hold your money loosely and 
give it freely. 

My job is to guard your hearts.  My responsibility is to remind you of what’s real, 
week in and week out.  My job is similar to Timothy’s job.  I’m going to just close by 
reading what Paul tells Timothy to do in 1 Tim. 6: 17-19: 
 

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor 
to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in 
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God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous 
and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves 
as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the 
life that is truly life. 
 

 Let’s ponder these words as we reflect on what God has meant for us to hear 
today, confessing where we’ve fallen short in this area, asking for forgiveness, and asking 
for help to not walk in those ways, meditating on what is means to have the life that is 
truly life.  Let’s do this in preparation for the Lord’s Table which is set before us today.  
It says in 1 Cor. 11:28 that “a man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread 
and drinks of the cup.” 
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