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 Let me ask you a question – “How is your prayer life?”  Be honest with yourself 
and evaluate how your prayer life has been recently.  Do you talk to God regularly, or do 
you sometimes find yourself going through large parts of the day totally oblivious to his 
presence or your need for him?  Do you set aside regular, uninterrupted times simply to 
pray, or does that seem boring to you, or are you too busy for that?  Do you cherish times 
to meet with others to collectively seek God’s face and pour out your heart and your 
requests to him, or does something bristle within you when someone mentions such an 
idea? 
 If you’re like me there are probably times when you could say with David 
Brainerd, “I love to be alone in my cottage, where I can spend much time in prayer.”1  
But more often than you would like to admit, prayer is what gets pushed to the edge of 
your busy life.  Having consistent and extended times of ardent prayer, though it’s what I 
need most, and is often what I do least.  If you’re like me you may find yourself at times 
struggling, crying out to God, “Lord, teach me to pray!” 
 This short prayer is the perfect place to start.  This is my prayer and I hope this is 
your prayer as we look into the answer to this plea in God’s Word today.  Today’s text is 
all about this topic of prayer.  In short, the message I wish to convey to you this afternoon 
is just this: Followers of Christ should pray persistently because they are wholly and 
utterly dependent on their good God for everything. 
 
Before we see how this develops, let’s pray. 
 
 If you haven’t noticed it already, one of Luke’s major themes is prayer.  From 
beginning to end, the Third Gospel is filled with prayer.  Luke starts off with Zechariah 
praying in the temple while others are praying outside (1:8-10) and he concludes with the 
11 apostles in Jerusalem praying in Jerusalem (24:53, Acts 1:14), with prayer at many 
points in between.  And when we keep in mind that the book of Acts is really just volume 
two of Luke’s work, this emphasis on prayer becomes even more striking.  Luke has even 
been called, by one NT scholar, “the evangelist of prayer.”2 
 But not only are people praying left and right throughout Luke, but Jesus is seen 
praying on 9 different occasions and 7 out of those 9 times are only found in Luke’s 
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Gospel!  Luke is big on prayer.  And obviously in his earthly life, Jesus was big on prayer 
too. 

We see Jesus praying at significant events like his baptism or the Transfiguration, 
and we’re also told that “he would withdraw to desolate places and pray” (5:16) 
sometimes through the whole night (6:12)!  Therefore it’s no surprise to see here in v. 1 
Jesus “praying in a certain place.” 

And so Luke presents Jesus as not only the object of our faith, but the supreme 
example of our faith as well.  The very one who receives and mediates our prayers also 
prayed – he knows about prayer from both ends and so we do well to follow his example 
and heed his advice. 
 The disciples were obviously intrigued by this intimate prayer life that Jesus had.  
They were careful to wait until he was finished and then one of them approached him.  
“We want what you have, Lord teach us how to pray too,” they said.  “John the Baptist 
taught his followers how to pray and so do all the other religious teachers, so won’t you 
teach us as well?”  The rest of this section is Jesus’ response to that request. 

As I said, Luke’s main point is that followers of Jesus should persistently pray 
because they are completely and totally dependent on their good God for 
everything.  We see this from the three sections of teaching that Luke has given us from 
our Lord on prayer: (1) He gives us a template for prayer which recognizes our complete 
dependence on God for everything; (2) he gives us a parable which illustrates the need 
for fervent persistence in prayer; and (3) he gives us an argument which assures us that 
our good heavenly Father responds to our requests with only good things. 
 
(1) The Lord’s Prayer/Disciples’ Prayer (vv. 2-4) 
 
 The first thing that I want you to notice, if you haven’t already, is that this prayer 
is a bit different than the Lord’s Prayer most of us are used to.  Namely, it’s shorter.  If 
you’ve ever felt the embarrassment of saying debts when you should have said trespasses, 
can you imagine what it would be like if you recited Luke’s version found here instead of 
the longer one in Matthew? 
 So why’s this one different?  I think it just represents two separate occasions 
when Jesus gave his disciples a model of what prayer should look like.  Notice I said a 
model, not necessarily a script to be memorized and recited by rote, but a model.  Since 
Jesus is just giving a model, I don’t think it’s abnormal that each instance would be very 
similar and yet not identical. 

It’s not that there’s anything wrong with using written prayers to supplement or 
aid one’s prayer life.  Have you ever tried this?  Have you ever tried praying the prayers 
in Scripture like the Psalms, or Paul’s prayers, or even this one?  How about prayers of 
saints past?  My wife and I at the recommendation of someone have been using a book 
titled The Valley of Vision: A collection of Puritan Prayers & Devotions.  The Puritans 
knew how to pray and they wrote some beautiful, rich prayers.  There is much benefit to 
praying them. 

But what we have here is primarily Jesus showing us what prayer should 
generally look like (corporately and individually).  And the most important thing to take 
away is the underlying attitude of prayer that’s expressed here.  It’s an attitude that 



3 

rightfully acknowledges who God is and who we are and declares our complete 
dependence upon him.  Whenever you pray, say something like this: 
 
Father, – At one and the same time an expression of authority and intimacy; of God’s 
transcendence and his immanence.  This form of address initiated with Jesus and the 
Aramaic word Abba – dearest Father – and he teaches us to speak to God this way too.  
Do you come to God in prayer and see him as your loving heavenly Father, embodying 
all the pure qualities that your earthly father may or may not have?  Do you see this 
Father as the one whom you depend on for everything just like you did your earthly 
father when you were a young child? 
 
hallowed be your name. – Literally, “your name be made holy.”  “God we want to see 
your name – your character and your reputation and your honor – be exalted, be lifted 
up!”  This is key: Prayer is first and foremost God-centered and God-honoring.  “Father, 
we are nothing; you are everything.  Our greatest need is for you!  We want to see the 
fame of your name spread across the earth.  I desire to see your name revered in China, in 
Uzbekistan, in Azerbaijan, in Chicago.  Sovereign Lord, make your name great – I’m not 
anything, IBC is not anything, the U.S.A. is not anything, you are everything.  Hallowed 
be your name!!”  Do your prayers begin with a recognition that God is all-powerful, all-
holy, all-sufficient and do you express a deep desire for him to be seen that way by all? 
 
Your kingdom come. – “Father, we need your name to be made holy, we need your 
kingdom to come, badly.  We’ve made a mess of things here, there is no peace, no 
justice, it’s dark.”  You don’t need me to go through a litany of examples of how 
depraved and dark and sin-sick the world is; just read your newspapers!  How do you 
read your newspaper?  Do you just skip to the Sports Section?  Does it cause you to 
despair?  Let me suggest reading the newspaper devotionally, maybe even as part of your 
quiet time.  Read your newspaper with the eyes of prayer, not despair. 

Ultimately this exercise should cause you to exclaim, “Lord, bring your kingdom!  
You’ve inaugurated it with Christ’s 1st Coming and so now we have a taste of what it’s 
like in our own lives, but we want to see your reign spread everywhere and over all!  
Consummate the kingdom.  Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.  We need you!”  Do you 
pray for the return of Jesus and the consummation of God’s kingdom whenever you pray? 
 
Give us each day our daily bread. – This is a request for God to graciously supply our 
physical needs.  I think we’ve totally lost sight of this idea that God is the source of food 
today in our age of drive-thrus, doggie bags, and Dominicks.  God is the one who 
provides our food if we have any; and even more he is the one who gives us a job if we 
have one, he is the one who got us our apartments or houses.  Do you really think you 
provided those things for yourself?  I think you do, sometimes.  I do. 

O how easily we forget our own mortality - that we are not God, that it’s the Lord 
who provides us with what we need.  The whole universe and our very being is 
continuously being held together by God.  He’s the one who kept the lug-nuts tightened 
on your cars today when you drove here so the wheel didn’t fall off while you were 
driving 60 miles an hour down the highway.  He’s the one who keeps your heart beating 
through this sermon, makes your lungs fill with air, etc...  I don’t think we realize how 
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reliant we are on God for our physical needs.  And so if you need something in the 
physical realm, you should ask God, for he is capable of meeting it.  If your physical 
needs are met, then you should continually thank God because he’s responsible.  Do your 
prayers recognize your absolute dependence upon God for your physical existence? 
 
Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us – Not only are we 
in desperate need of God’s grace due to the very fact that we’re created beings, we’re 
also in desperate need of God’s mercy due to the fact that we’re fallen, sin-stained 
people.  If you are a believer, then ultimately your sin (past, present, and future) was dealt 
with on the cross, once-for-all, and you are justified in God’s sight.  However, even 
though this is true you still have those ingrained habits, the residual effects of sin that 
contaminate you – more often than you’re probably aware of.  You are constantly in need 
of God’s forgiveness.  You are constantly dependent on God’s mercy.  Prayer should 
involve humility and an element of confession before God.  Do you recognize your 
dependence on God for forgiveness? 

But there is something else to notice here.  Prayer to God that recognizes our need 
for his forgiveness also presupposes that we will be forgiving people ourselves.  In other 
words if we aren’t people who are characterized by mercy, we will not be shown mercy.  
This is what Matthew says in 6:14-15: “For if you forgive men when they sin against 
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, 
your Father will not forgive your sins.” 

Why is this?  Well, I think it is just a matter of fact that if you have a proper grasp 
on your own utter helplessness and sinfulness before God, you will be less inclined to 
play the role of God, the role of righteous judge, for other people.  You will love your 
enemies, pray for those who persecute you and forgive others, leaving vengeance up to 
God.  If there’s someone you refuse to forgive and insist on bearing a grudge against, you 
haven’t fully grasped your own needy position before God for forgiveness.  The Lord 
teaches us to pray, “Forgive us our sins.” 
 
And lead us not into temptation – This final petition recognizes our dependence upon 
God to help us fight temptations.  James tells us that God does not tempt anyone (1:13), 
so this isn’t a plea for God not to tempt us.  It’s a request that cries out to him, “Father, 
strengthen me to not succumb to temptation.  I’m weak.  I’m struggling with  
 .  Help me!  I’m incapable by sheer will power to walk upright.”  Temptations 
bombard us continually from all sides.  Jesus tells his disciples that prayer should include 
a recognition that we need God’s help in our daily battle against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. 
 
 So this first response of Jesus to his disciples’ request for instruction in prayer is a 
demonstration of what prayer should look like.  He gives a model prayer.  Do you see a 
theme that undergirds this whole prayer?  Father – we relate to God with the intimacy and 
dependence of a child; hallowed be your name – God alone is holy, self-sufficient, 
almighty and our greatest desire is to see him known for who he is; bring your kingdom – 
what the world needs most is God’s reign realized on the earth; meet our needs – we need 
God for our very existence; forgive our sins – we need God’s mercy for the things we’ve 
done; help us resist temptations – we can’t live the Christian life on our own.  In short, 
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this prayer says, “Father, you’re great and we need you!!!!”  As one commentator puts it, 
“The prayer is focused like a laser beam on expressing a dependent approach to God.”3  
Prayer, therefore, is a statement of one’s total dependence on God. 
 We have so many misconceptions about prayer.  Sometimes we view prayer as a 
magic incantation that we can exploit to unlock a higher power – we negotiate with God 
to get things we want.  Sometimes we use prayer as a measure of our own superior 
spirituality – a badge of pride.  Jesus’ model prayer for us here seeks to correct both of 
these faulty views.  But I think the most common misconception we have about prayer is 
that it is really irrelevant, unimportant. 
 Why do so many of us pray so little?  Why is prayer such a small part of our 
lives?  The answer is that somewhere along the way, deep down we’ve bought into this 
lie that we are really self-sufficient on our own.  We live to make a name for ourselves.  
We think that whatever the world’s problems we can form some agency or design some 
program and by our own efforts can make the world better.  We think that we can take 
care of ourselves and if we work hard enough we can achieve financial security and never 
have to worry about not having enough.  We really believe that deep down we are pretty 
good people, not awful sinners in need of forgiveness.  We are sure that we can be strong 
and do what is right on our own.  We think we are self-sufficient. 

We don’t pray because we don’t see how dependent we are on God.  The letter to 
the church in Laodicea is quite fitting for many of us: “You say, ‘I am rich; I have 
acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’  But you do not realize that you are wretched, 
pitiful, poor, blind and naked” (Rev. 3:17).  If we could only get a proper perspective on 
how needy and dependent we are on God, our prayer life would improve, radically! 
 
(2) The Friend at Midnight (vv. 5-10) 
 
 Next in vv. 5-10 Jesus continues his response to his disciples request, “Lord, teach 
us to pray.”  He tells a story about a desperate man with a need.  After establishing that 
his followers should pray based on their utter dependence upon God for everything, Jesus 
wants to illustrate the point that his followers should persist in prayer.  We have needs.  
It’s God who can meet those needs.  Therefore, we pray and ask him for his help.  But 
does he always give us what we ask for immediately?  Let’s look at this story: 
 

vv. 5-6  A few cultural background points:  (1) Hospitality was a crucial 
obligation in the culture of this time.  If someone comes to crash at your house 
you simply MUST take him in and treat him well.  This meant giving some food.  
(2) Bread was the staple of everyone’s diet and everyone back then would bake 
bread for that day in the morning (i.e. daily bread).  But here, obviously, the guy 
trying to provide hospitality had already used up all of his bread for that day; it 
was late at night (midnight).  So there’s a dilemma.  He’s in a real pinch. 
 
v. 7  I don’t know about you, but I can relate to the guy getting woken up.  Just 
ask my wife.  I begin to fade fast after supper and by about 9:00 I’m worthless.  I 
check out and I like my sleep.  So I can only imagine if my friend, John, who 
lives in the same condo complex as we do came over to my place and rang the 
buzzer at midnight because he had run out of sugar, while baking cookies.  I 
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know, the situation here is a little more pressing, but I’d probably be like, “John, 
I’m not dressed, I’ve dead-bolted all the doors and it’s midnight, man.  Go home 
and go to sleep.” 
 The way the situation is described here we see a common, 1st century 
village type house.  It’s a one-room house with the whole family asleep together 
on mats in the middle of the room.  A heavy bar had been laid through rings 
attached to the door and getting up to unbolt it meant waking the children.  The 
man inside doesn’t want to bother with getting up to help out the man outside. 
 
v. 8  The guy outside is so bold that he won’t take no for an answer.  It might be 
easy to just go on to the next house, but he keeps knocking.  So this guy inside is 
not willing to get up and give his friend in need bread simply because he’s a 
friend, but he is willing to get out of bed to stop the persistent knocking on his 
door. 

 
 So here Jesus is likening the man outside to us.  The man is very aware of his 
need for something he doesn’t have and he knows his friend does.  And the man inside in 
this story is supposed to represent God.  Now we know that God does not grow tired or 
weary, nor does he sleep or slumber (Ps. 121:4).  Neither is God stingy or irritable or 
reluctant to give, as we’re going to see.  So what’s going on here? 
 I think this is simply saying in a striking and shocking way that God has his 
reasons for not always answering prayer immediately.  He does answer prayer, but 
sometimes not right away.  Jesus makes his point in vv. 9-10 [Therefore...keep on...] 
 We pray because we need God’s help and we know that he helps those who ask 
for it.  It is an extraordinary and mysterious fact that God has sovereignly ordained our 
prayers and wills to be moved by them.  God answers prayer!  I can’t explain totally how 
this works, but it does. 
 James puts it bluntly, “You do not have because you do not ask” (James 4:2).  
How many people here can testify to the fact that God answers prayers?  We so quickly 
forget this and this is why I think it is good to keep a prayer journal or a prayer list.  In a 
Bible study I led this past year we made a point to write down each other’s prayer 
requests each week and use that to guide our prayers throughout the week.  It was 
amazing to go back and look at what our prayer requests were from last fall and see how 
God had answered them.  And we have such a short memory with regards to this.  
Friends, “this is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, 
we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him” (1Jn. 5:14-15).  These 
words should encourage you to pray. 
 But more specifically this section of this text is encouraging us to keep on praying 
even if we don’t see answers right away, just as the guy at the door in need of 3 loaves of 
bread kept on knocking.  Why might God ask us to do this?  I think there are several 
reasons, but mainly God uses the process to effect a change in our own heart. 
 Have you asked God for something and not seen a quick answer and then given 
up?  Maybe you’ve even forgotten about it by now.  Think of something like that.  Let’s 
assume, for the sake of illustration, it’s the salvation of a family member.  Do you really 
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want it?  How badly do you want it?  Would you persist in praying for it for a week, a 
month, a year, 2 years, 10 years, 30 years...?  Here’s how it progresses: 
 
Knock, knock: Lord, bless mom and dad and grandma and grandpa and my cousin Matt. 
Knock, knock: Lord, please save Matt. 
Knock, knock: Lord, please save Matt, he needs you. 
Knock, knock: Lord, Matt, he’s lost, he needs to know you. 
Knock, knock: O God, I want to see Matt come to know you.  Convict him of sin and 
draw him to Christ. 
Knock, knock, knock: Father, I’m begging you!  Bring yourself great glory by causing 
Matt to be broken and to call out to you.  Ultimately I can’t make him believe.  Work in 
his heart, bring him to yourself.  SAVE HIM! 
 
 And then, something happens, the door is opened and Matt repents and believes 
and trusts in Christ and he’s a changed person.  I’m sure some of you have stories like 
that, which you could tell.  What is it this afternoon that you need to be prodded to keep 
on praying about?  This text should encourage you to not give up, but to even increase the 
fervency and frequency of your request until you get it.  God answers prayer! 
 
(3) Fatherly Gifts 
 
 So Jesus teaches us a model prayer that underscores our reliance upon him, which 
is our basic reason for prayer.  Then he encourages us to persist in prayer because God 
will answer us.  Now you may be asking the question, “Is God required to answer all my 
prayers in exactly the way that I expect?”  “If I don’t always get an answer immediately, 
will I always get the answer I expect?”  The answer is “no, not always.”  But God will 
never give you a snake when you ask for a fish! 

 
vv. 11-12  The immediate answer is, “Nobody would do that!”  It’s a pretty 
humorous scenario, actually.  For the most part even today dads don’t sadistically 
give bad or harmful things to their kids in response to their request for something 
they need.  If a boy asks his dad for a baseball to practice with, he won’t give him 
a hand grenade. 
 
v. 13  “though you are evil” – Do you think Jesus believed in total depravity?  
Jesus is arguing from lesser to greater (the classic Hebrew qal vahomer).  Even 
sinful human fathers wouldn’t think of doing something like that, how much 
more would such an action be totally unthinkable for the true and righteous 
heavenly Father? 

 
 Our good Father in heaven will never give us a snake when we ask for a fish.  
You can be sure of that.  “But,” as John Piper puts it, “he may give us Pepto Bismol or 
Ibuprofin or a grapefruit.  He will give us what is good for us.”4  In other words, “The 
Father always keeps the right to do what is best for the children even if they don’t 
understand why it is best.”5 
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 Just like most of us can point to many places in our lives where God answered a 
specific prayer, we can also probably think of times when we asked for something 
specific and God gave us something a bit different than we were expecting.  Sometimes 
this turns out to be comical after some time (I remember praying along the lines that a 
certain lady who I had my sights set on would become my wife, at least twice, and they 
both didn’t turn out that way, but then God brought along Andrea). 

Sometimes, however, this is a bit more serious.  We pray for family members to 
be healed, for marriages to be restored, for wombs to be opened up and they aren’t.  
Remember, when Paul prayed three times for his ‘thorn in the flesh’ to be removed and 
finally the answer came back, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness” (2Cor. 12:9)?  Sometimes answers to prayers might remain 
mysterious. 
 But we have texts like this one, which unequivocally tell us that God will never 
give us a snake when we ask for a fish.  And we have other texts like Romans 8:28 that 
assure us of God’s good and perfect plan in our lives.  Therefore, we must believe that if 
a prayer is answered contrary to the way in which we had first expected, it is ultimately 
for our own good.  Kids may ask for things that a loving and wiser father knows better 
about. 
 In my short life I can assure you that there have been times in which I prayed 
fervently for something to happen and that door was harshly slammed shut.  It hurt and 
it’s okay to feel pain and disappointment, but I knew it just meant that God would open 
up another door somewhere that would be better for me to walk through.  I can testify to 
this and I know of other godly men and women who have been walking with our good 
God for much longer who can attest to the same thing.  God is bound by his character to 
give good things. 
 But look closely at 11:13.  We’re promised that if evil human fathers can give 
good gifts, then certainly our good heavenly Father can give us comfortable lives with 
big yards and two car garages?  No.  How much more will your Father in heaven give 
you... nice clothes, no, healthy bodies, no, a huge, well-known church, no.  What does the 
text say?  “How much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask him!”  Ooo, that’s good. 
 Matthew’s version of this saying says “good gifts” and that’s what you might 
expect.  But Luke has “Holy Spirit.”  As I noted earlier, prayer is one of Luke’s major 
themes.  Here we have prayer linked with the Holy Spirit, another of Luke’s major 
themes.  Luke is big on the Holy Spirit and here we see him suggesting that the greatest 
gift our good God can give is more of himself!! 
 Jesus is teaching his followers to pray for the Holy Spirit.  As you read through 
the rest of Luke-Acts you see that this was fulfilled historically at Pentecost.  But since 
then the Holy Spirit has come to indwell every follower of Christ.  O, but how often do 
we resist, grieve, ignore, and squelch his work in our lives.  Just think what it would be 
like if you asked the Father for more of the Holy Spirit’s power and presence in your life.  
Watch out!  He never fails to answer that request! 
 
Conclusion 
 

There’s a line to an old hymn, “Prayer is the Soul’s Sincere Desire,” that goes: 
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O Thou by Whom we come to God, 

The Life, the Truth, the Way, 
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod: 

Lord, teach us how to pray. 
 

 How is your prayer life these days?  Obviously there’s much, much more that can 
be said about prayer.  But my heart’s prayer this past week as I have been studying this 
passage and preparing to preach it to you today, was that by hearing our Lord’s teaching 
on prayer here, you would be compelled to make prayer more a part of your life. 
 There’s not a second of a day that goes by in which you are not wholly dependent 
on God.  That should keep you constantly on your knees.  Even though an answer might 
not come immediately, God does answer prayer.  And even if he does not answer it how 
you might expect, our good God ALWAYS gives good gifts. 
 
Let’s pray... 
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