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Text 
"'Do not make idols or set up an image or a sacred stone for yourselves, and do not place a carved stone in 

your land to bow down before it. I am the LORD your God. 2 "'Observe my Sabbaths and have reverence 

for my sanctuary. I am the LORD. 3 "'If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands, 4 I 

will send you rain in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees of the field their fruit. 5 

Your threshing will continue until grape harvest and the grape harvest will continue until planting, and you 

will eat all the food you want and live in safety in your land. 6 "'I will grant peace in the land, and you will 

lie down and no one will make you afraid. I will remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword will 

not pass through your country. 7 You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall by the sword before you. 

8 Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will 

fall by the sword before you. 9 "'I will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and increase your 

numbers, and I will keep my covenant with you. 10 You will still be eating last year's harvest when you will 

have to move it out to make room for the new. 11 I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not 

abhor you. 12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people. 13 I am the LORD your 

God, who brought you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars 

of your yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high. 14 "'But if you will not listen to me and carry 

out all these commands, 15 and if you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my 

commands and so violate my covenant, 16 then I will do this to you: I will bring upon you sudden terror, 

wasting diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and drain away your life. You will plant seed in 

vain, because your enemies will eat it. 17 I will set my face against you so that you will be defeated by your 

enemies; those who hate you will rule over you, and you will flee even when no one is pursuing you. 18 "'If 

after all this you will not listen to me, I will punish you for your sins seven times over. 19 I will break down 

your stubborn pride and make the sky above you like iron and the ground beneath you like bronze. 20 Your 

strength will be spent in vain, because your soil will not yield its crops, nor will the trees of the land yield 

their fruit. 21 "'If you remain hostile toward me and refuse to listen to me, I will multiply your afflictions 

seven times over, as your sins deserve. 22 I will send wild animals against you, and they will rob you of 

your children, destroy your cattle and make you so few in number that your roads will be deserted. 23 "'If 

in spite of these things you do not accept my correction but continue to be hostile toward me, 24 I myself 

will be hostile toward you and will afflict you for your sins seven times over. 25 And I will bring the sword 

upon you to avenge the breaking of the covenant. When you withdraw into your cities, I will send a plague 

among you, and you will be given into enemy hands. 26 When I cut off your supply of bread, ten women 

will be able to bake your bread in one oven, and they will dole out the bread by weight. You will eat, but 

you will not be satisfied. 27 "'If in spite of this you still do not listen to me but continue to be hostile toward 

me, 28 then in my anger I will be hostile toward you, and I myself will punish you for your sins seven times 

over. 29 You will eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh of your daughters. 30 I will destroy your high 

places, cut down your incense altars and pile your dead bodies on the lifeless forms of your idols, and I will 

abhor you. 31 I will turn your cities into ruins and lay waste your sanctuaries, and I will take no delight in 

the pleasing aroma of your offerings. 32 I will lay waste the land, so that your enemies who live there will 

be appalled. 33 I will scatter you among the nations and will draw out my sword and pursue you. Your land 

will be laid waste, and your cities will lie in ruins. 34 Then the land will enjoy its sabbath years all the time 
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that it lies desolate and you are in the country of your enemies; then the land will rest and enjoy its 

sabbaths. 35 All the time that it lies desolate, the land will have the rest it did not have during the sabbaths 

you lived in it. 36 "'As for those of you who are left, I will make their hearts so fearful in the lands of their 

enemies that the sound of a windblown leaf will put them to flight. They will run as though fleeing from the 

sword, and they will fall, even though no one is pursuing them. 37 They will stumble over one another as 

though fleeing from the sword, even though no one is pursuing them. So you will not be able to stand before 

your enemies. 38 You will perish among the nations; the land of your enemies will devour you. 39 Those of 

you who are left will waste away in the lands of their enemies because of their sins; also because of their 

fathers' sins they will waste away. 40 "'But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their fathers-- their 

treachery against me and their hostility toward me, 41 which made me hostile toward them so that I sent 

them into the land of their enemies-- then when their uncircumcised hearts are humbled and they pay for 

their sin, 42 I will remember my covenant with Jacob and my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with 

Abraham, and I will remember the land. 43 For the land will be deserted by them and will enjoy its 

sabbaths while it lies desolate without them. They will pay for their sins because they rejected my laws and 

abhorred my decrees. 44 Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not reject 

them or abhor them so as to destroy them completely, breaking my covenant with them. I am the LORD 

their God. 45 But for their sake I will remember the covenant with their ancestors whom I brought out of 

Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their God. I am the LORD.'" 46 These are the decrees, the laws and 

the regulations that the LORD established on Mount Sinai between himself and the Israelites through 

Moses. 

 

Introduction 
 Wow!  What a chapter.  What vivid language.  The adjectives and word pictures 

in here are of a different quality than what you often find in the Bible or the rest of 

Leviticus.  Scan over it again and notice with me: 

 

• Not just beasts, but savage beasts (v. 6) 

• Not just – “You will defeat your enemies,” but – “Five of you will chase a 

hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand” (v. 8). 

• Not just – “I rescued you from slavery in Egypt,” but – “I broke the bars of 

your yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high” (v. 13). 

 

Do you see how this language is more imaginative, evocative, existential even? 

 

• Verse 16 – “Drain away your life.” 

• Verse 19 – “I will break down your stubborn pride and make the sky above 

you like iron and the ground beneath you like bronze.”  He could have just 

said, “I’ll punish you with bad crops.” 

• Verse 26 – “Ten women will be able to bake your bread in one oven, and they 

will dole out the bread by weight.  You will eat, but you will not be satisfied.”  

Well, when you put it that way… 

 

But wait, it gets even more graphic: 

 

• “You will eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh of your daughters” – v. 29. 

• “I will destroy your high places, cut down your incense altars and pile your 

dead bodies on the lifeless forms of your idols, and I will abhor you” – v. 30. 

This is not dry, matter of fact, language.  We could point out more examples, but do you 

see what I mean?  It’s interesting, isn’t it?  This chapter, written somewhat like a good 
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novel, is seeking to speak directly into the heart – the longings, the doubts, the dreams, 

the fears… even though it’s the appendix to a legal document.  It’s getting at something 

primal. 

And the image that I found the most haunting in this chapter was the one in v. 36 

– “As for those of you who are left, I will make their hearts so fearful in the lands of their 

enemies that the sound of a windblown leaf will put them to flight.  They will run as 

though fleeing from the sword, and they will fall, even though no one is pursuing them.”  

What a depiction of the psychology of fear that we all can resonate with if we’re honest – 

the numinous sense that someone is looking in your windows at night, or over your 

shoulder when you’re alone, or this instinct that makes us so jumpy, shifty in the eyes, 

hesitant, guarded, insecure, timid. 

We see it also in v. 17 – “You will flee even when no one is pursuing you.”  With 

“heart… running as fast as… legs… certain that Something Awful [is] tearing behind… 

with its arms rigid and its fingers ready to clutch.”
1
  It’s the sinking feeling you get when 

you see blue lights in your rear-view mirror even when you’re not speeding.  The impulse 

that makes you close the screen on your computer when someone approaches from 

behind even though you were just checking your email. 

It can look like irrational fear, but it’s not entirely unfounded.  I want to explore 

this phenomenon and this text together with you today.  In short, what we’re going to see 

is just this: You don’t have to live in constant fear.  Now we’ve got a lot of work to do 

to understand this passage rightly, so… 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Overview of the Covenants 

 We’re almost done with Leviticus.  Just one more week!  Leviticus is the 3
rd

 book 

of the Bible.  And in order to understand this next to last chapter of Leviticus we really 

need to do a brief overview of the first two books of the Bible.  Leviticus is not a stand 

alone book.  It comes in the flow of a story that is started in Genesis and Exodus. 

 Now there is a repeated word in Leviticus 26 that is a major key to its 

interpretation and the word is ‘covenant’.  It occurs nine times in this chapter.  Covenant 

is a big deal in the Bible.  A covenant is essentially the details of a relationship.  God 

makes covenants with people.  The first one is with Adam (cf. Hos. 6:7).  God has a 

relationship with Adam and he defines the terms of the relationship. 

 Now there are two basic kinds of covenants.  There is a covenant of works and a 

covenant of grace.  A covenant of works is conditional.  It promises certain blessings 

upon the fulfillment of certain expectations and threatens curses if those expectations 

aren’t met.  So what kind of covenant did God establish with Adam – the representative 

head of the human race?  A covenant of works, a conditional covenant.  I am your God, I 

made you, I will walk among you and be with you and if you obey me you will have 

eternal life, but if you disobey me, you will surely die.  That is a conditional covenant.  

It’s based on Adam’s works, his obedience. 

The Second London Baptist Confession of 1689 puts it this way: “God gave to 

Adam a law of universal obedience written in his heart, and a particular precept of not 

eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil; by which he bound him and all 
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his posterity to personal, entire, exact, and perpetual obedience; promised life upon the 

fulfilling, and threatened death upon the breach of it.”
2
 

Each covenant of works has elements that are specific to that time and place and 

historical situation, but what stands behind it is a universal moral law, an expectation that 

God alone will be worshipped with all one’s being and that others will be loved as one’s 

very self.  Specifically for Adam, he was to cooperate with Eve in filling the earth and 

subduing it with a culture that submitted to and exalted God.  And he was to avoid eating 

from one specific tree in the Garden.  But what happened?  Adam failed; he broke the 

covenant; he didn’t keep the stipulations.  And what resulted?  Death – physical and 

spiritual.  God’s disfavor that everyone born after Adam is born into. 

But right after this broken covenant of works in Genesis 3:15 we see hints of 

grace.  God makes a promise, an oath, that all is not lost.  Someday the Seed of the 

Woman will defeat evil.  It’s a shred of hope, a glimmer of grace, a preview of 

redemption. 

And then really the next major event in the Bible comes around Genesis 12.  

There God initiates a relationship with a man named Abram who later becomes Abraham.  

And God makes lavish, unilateral, unconditional promises to Abraham.  And in the 

covenant that God makes with Abraham in Genesis 15 we start to get a picture of a 

covenant of grace.  In a covenant of grace there are no stipulations, no ifs, no as long as 

you do this.  All the conditions are on God’s part.  God promises to only bless, no matter 

what.  There’s a fascinating scene there where animals are sliced in half and usually the 

parties of a covenant would hold hands and walk through the severed animals and declare 

their obligations as if to say, “If I don’t keep my end of the bargain may it be done to me 

as it is to these animals!”  Except curiously in Abraham’s case, God alone walks through 

the animals.  Abraham doesn’t have any conditions to keep, at least in the initial 

revealing of this covenant. 

The covenant God made with Abraham is a magnificent foreshadowing of the 

ultimate Covenant of Grace, the New Covenant instituted by Jesus in his blood for all 

who simply believe, like Abraham – he “believed… and it was credited to him as 

righteousness” (Rom. 4:3; cf. Gen. 15:6).  In the Covenant of Grace there’s nothing, 

absolutely nothing you have to do.  It isn’t a covenant of works.  You can’t be saved by 

your works.  Christianity is about this crazy notion called grace.  God does it all.  You 

simply trust in the work of Christ for you, and that faith is itself a gift.  It’s a covenant of 

grace.  That’s what the whole Bible is setting up and is about. 

Now, let’s go back to Abraham.  And then let’s fast forward roughly 400 years 

and Abraham’s descendants, through a turn of events, find themselves as a large people 

but enslaved in Egypt.  And God comes to their rescue through Moses.  He dramatically 

delivers them and sets them on course for the land of Canaan.  And en route he appears to 

them at Mt. Sinai and makes a different covenant with them.  This covenant doesn’t 

override the Abrahamic one, but is layered on top of it, if you will; it runs parallel to it.  

This covenant is very detailed.  It has lots of stipulations.  The last half of Exodus and the 

book of Leviticus spell out all that God required of his people in this covenant and the 

book of Deuteronomy reviews it all again. 

This covenant – the Mosaic or Sinaitic Covenant – is a covenant of works.  When 

it is formalized in Exodus 19 God says, “Now if you obey me fully and keep my 

covenant…”  There are clear covenant stipulations, based again on the basic principle of 
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absolute worship of God and love of neighbor, but with time and culture bound 

applications pertaining to life as a theocracy in the land of Canaan.  And the people 

solemnly swear – “We will do everything the Lord has said” (Ex. 19:8).  It’s a covenant 

of works, added on top of the Abrahamic Covenant. 

Verses 1 and 2 in ch. 26 are a tiny sample of the laws.  They are culturally 

situated – carved idols, sacred stones, land, sanctuary…  But they show the universal 

expectation that God has that he will be revered alone.  The last verse of ch. 26 also 

reminds us that this is in the context of the Mosaic/Sinaitic Covenant – “These are the 

decrees, the laws and the regulations that the LORD established on Mount Sinai between 

himself and the Israelites through Moses.”  This is a covenant, a covenant of works – here 

is what you must do – made with a specific people (Israel) in a particular setting (2
nd

 

millennium B.C. Canaan). 

And like all ancient covenants of this nature and even to some extent modern day 

contracts, there are rewards and punishments spelled out… blessings and curses.  If you 

do this, then you get this (long life in the land, bonus pay, vacation).  If you don’t, then 

you suffer this (exile, performance plans, termination).  Right?  This is the basic way 

relationships work.  There are expectations.  And good performance earns good things.  

Poor or delinquent performance deserves negative consequences.  Carrots and sticks.  

Incentives.  Deterrents.  Reward for obedience and punishment for disobedience.  

Leviticus 26 is about just this as the Law, the covenant stipulations are being wrapped up.  

You find the same thing in Deuteronomy 28 at the end of the second giving of the law.  

Blessings and curses. 

 

Blessings 
 So there’s some background.  Some overview.  Some stage setting for today’s 

passage.  Verses 1-2 highlight again some of the particular stipulations that give you a 

flavor for what is expected in this covenant.  Then vv. 3-13 give the blessings contingent 

upon keeping these laws.  Starting in v. 14 we look at the curses. 

 So let’s say a few things about the blessings we find in vv. 3-13.  “If you follow 

my decrees and are careful to obey my commands, I will…”  Notice it’s conditional.  

And what follows are specific blessings pertaining to life in the land God is bringing the 

Israelites into.  First, agricultural blessings (vv. 4-5): rain, fertility, bumper crops, a 

bountiful existence in the land.  Second, societal blessings (vv. 6-8): peace, safety, no 

fear from people or beasts, national security.  Third, cultural blessings (vv. 9-10): a 

growing, flourishing population.  And fourth, spiritual blessings (vv. 11-13): God would 

dwell among them, favor them, freedom, dignity; spiritual intimacy with the Lord – “I 

will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people” (v. 12). 

 That’s an echo of Eden – “walk among you” (v. 12; cf. Gen. 3:8).  And ultimately 

it’s a picture of the New Creation promised at the end of the Bible for the end of time (cf. 

Rev. 21:3).  It’s a time situated picture of the good life.  But don’t we all, deep down 

have a longing for the good life?  There is a universal desire for peace and prosperity and 

everything to be right.  We’re looking for blessing.  We want to relax, to have harmony, 

to be successful…  The vivid language here is joined with songs and stories from all 

times and cultures depicting the way life should be.  What is your vision of the good life? 
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 Really the good life is life with God, lived under his rule, the way he meant it to 

be lived, knowing the Source of every blessing.  It’s not less than peace and prosperity, 

but more.  It’s peace and prosperity with God. 

 

Curses 
 Well, everybody wants the good life.  But everybody also fears they won’t attain 

it.  We know what it is to fall short and miss out.  We feel the futility of life.  Starting in 

v. 14 we find the curses for disobedience.  Again, it’s conditional – “If you will not listen 

to me and carry out all these commands, and if you reject my decrees and abhor my laws 

and fail to carry out all my commands and so violate my covenant, then I will do this to 

you…”  And what follows are specific curses pertaining to life in the land God is 

bringing the Israelites into. 

 They increase in severity as you go on, but all of them portray a miserable 

existence.  Sudden terror, wasting diseases, fever, blindness, the draining away of life, 

vanity, divine disfavor, defeat, hate, fear (vv. 14-17).  The phrase “seven times over” is 

repeated several times; seven being the number of perfection… perfect misery.  No 

agricultural blessings: no rain, no fertility, no bumper crops.  No societal blessings: no 

peace, no safety, fear of people and animals, no national security.  No cultural blessings: 

a decreasing population.  Instead of sons and daughters playing in peace, things will get 

so bad that people will eat their children – the epitome of selfishness.  Urban decay – 

cities will lie in ruin.  Finally, exile – kicked out of the land, living in a foreign one.  And 

ultimately, no spiritual blessings: cut off from God, “I will take no delight in the pleasing 

aroma of your offerings” (v. 31). 

 Historically, all of this stuff actually happened to the Israelites.  God gives them 

the land but they go after other gods, they break the law, the covenant, and things get 

worse and worse until finally enough is enough, they are kicked out of the land.  In 586 

B.C. the Babylonians invaded the land and destroyed the temple and carried off many of 

the people to live in exile in Babylon while the land finally enjoyed its Sabbaths.  The 

Israelites did not keep the covenant of works and they suffered the consequences. 

 And it’s the same with every person that has ever lived, really.  We’re all 

descended from Adam.  We all live in a default system of works.  It’s how the world 

works.  We all deep down know that God is there, but we relate with him, naturally by a 

covenant of works and as a result are under his curses.  Life is always overshadowed by 

death.  Why do we spend the billions we do on healthcare?  Why are there food shortages 

in large parts of the world and the parts that don’t have them suffer from obesity and 

diabetes and heart disease and cancer?  Why is there such a thing as terrorism?  War is a 

constant and Homeland Security is a department.  Cities decay; Detroit goes bankrupt.  

There’s a Center for Disease Control.  Anti-depressants keep the drug companies afloat.  

And even those who live salubrious lives in the suburbs still find that they can’t get no 

satisfaction.  We are in exile, east of Eden, never fully at home.  Striving, trying, seeking, 

but unable. 

 And the sound of a windblown leaf can put us to flight.  We try to be strong, but 

we are all desperately weak.  And we’re scared.  What if I’m exposed for the phony I am?  

What if I fail?  Some people can hide it better than others, but everyone is running scared, 

really, of something.  Humanity is caught in a covenant of works, a pressure to perform, 

and nobody can, perfectly, all the time.  Living under a covenant of works leads to 
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paranoia.  It was that way with Adam (he was hiding behind the trees; Gen. 3:10).  It was 

that way with Israel.  It is that way with us.  A covenant of works doesn’t work, if you’re 

looking for the good life (and who isn’t?). 

 

Repentance 

 But that’s the point.  Everybody must learn this.  Everybody wants the good life.  

Everybody fears they won’t attain it.  The only answer is that everybody must repent and 

believe the gospel.  That’s the whole point of this Mosaic Law; it’s to point us to Jesus 

and the covenant of grace that he brought!  It does this in many different ways, but one 

primary way is by crushing us with the weight of the law, the impossibility of our works 

ever being able to achieve for us the blessings we so deeply crave.  Romans 5:20 – “The 

law was added so that the trespass might increase.  But where sin increased, grace 

increased all the more.” 

 The good news of the Bible is that you don’t have to, ultimately, live under a 

covenant of works.  Sure you do if you were an ancient Jew seeking to live in the land.  

You do in a sense with your employer (that’s why it’s called work).  But these things are 

made to point out to us how much we need Jesus and his grace.  And his grace is great.  

Without him there is no hope; only dread.  The Mosaic Law, that covenant of works, 

we’re told in Galatians 3:24, “was put [into effect] to lead us to Christ that we might be 

justified by faith.” 

 Galatians 3-4 is all about this!  Paul says there was a covenant with Abraham that 

contained an unconditional aspect, based on faith, a covenant of grace.  “The law, 

introduced 430 years later [through Moses], does not set aside the covenant previously 

established by God [with Abraham]” (Gal. 3:17).  It was added to highlight the need for 

the covenant of grace, ultimately fulfilled in Christ, the Seed of the Woman, the Seed of 

Abraham. 

 And we see this in Leviticus 26.  Notice how throughout the section about the 

curses the progressive nature of punishments is based on the fact that the people are not 

listening, even after hardships start coming.  “If you remain hostile toward me and refuse 

to listen to me…” (v. 21).  “If in spite of these things you do not accept my correction…” 

(v. 23).  “If in spite of this you still do not listen to me…” (v. 27) [compare with Amos 

4:6, 8-11].  God’s trying to get their attention. 

 “But,” v. 40, “if they will confess their sins and the sins of their fathers [cf. Dn. 9] 

– their treachery against me and their hostility toward me, which made me hostile toward 

them so that I sent them into the land of their enemies – then when their uncircumcised 

hearts are humbled and they pay for their sin, I will remember my covenant with Jacob 

and my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham.”  In other words, when 

they humble themselves, when their stubborn pride is broken, and they confess their sins 

and look not to themselves and their ability to perform better, not to the terms of the 

Mosaic covenant, but appeal to God’s grace revealed in the Abrahamic covenant then he 

will forgive and restore. 

“I will not reject them or abhor them so as to destroy them completely, breaking 

my covenant with them” (v. 44).  Which covenant is in mind here?  The Abrahamic 

covenant [cf. 2Kngs. 13:23].  As Michael Horton says, “Whenever God shows leniency 

by not executing the curses of the covenant upon Israel’s transgression, the basis of such 
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leniency is never the Sinaitic covenant itself, but the Abrahamic…  There is no mercy in 

the Sinaitic covenant itself.”
3
 

 There is no mercy in the covenant of works.  The Law is there to break our pride 

and cause us to despair of saving ourselves so we can find true, deep, real, salvation in 

Christ.  Galatians 3:10 – “All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is 

written: ‘Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book 

of the Law.’”  If you live under a covenant of works you have to do everything, 

absolutely, perfectly. 

But the only one who has or ever could do that is Jesus.  He was “born under law, 

to redeem those under law” (Gal. 4:4-5).  He perfectly fulfilled the covenant of works, 

doing what Adam and Israel failed to do; that’s why he’s called the Last Adam (1Cor. 

15:45).  And yet he bore the full brunt of the covenant curses when he was cut off from 

the land of the living and from God the Father on the cross.  And he did all this in order 

to initiate a New Covenant with all who have faith in him – a pure covenant of grace.  He 

offers to all who cease from looking to their works and look to him that his righteousness 

can be credited to them by faith and his death can count for them.  “Christ redeemed us 

from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13).  Now?  No more 

curse!  “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin 

and death.  For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful 

nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.  

And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the 

law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according 

to the Spirit” (Rom. 8:1-4). 

 

Conclusion 

Okay.  That’s a lot of theology.  But theology is not impractical.  What does it all 

mean?  It means: you don’t have to live in constant fear.  We don’t have to live under 

the Mosaic Law.  We don’t have to live under any form of a covenant of works with God.  

Jesus fulfilled the law for us and now through him we relate with God purely under a 

covenant of grace.  The only terrors we need fear are those held out for those who do not 

trust Christ.  But if you’re in Christ, you “did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave 

again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship” (Rom. 8:15).  We don’t have to live 

in fear, no jumping at windblown leaves, no wondering if at the end of the day you’re 

okay. 

And yet many of us still do.  It’s completely unnecessary.  So feel bad.  ?  NO!  

Look again to Christ, his mercy is infinite.  His covenant is unbreakable.  “There is no 

fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment” (1 

John 4:18).  If you are in Christ, then his love has borne your punishment.  There is no 

need to fear.  Let his love drive out more and more the residual fear that remains in your 

heart. 

There’s another verse in the Bible that picks up the image in Leviticus 26 of a 

jittery fear and gives us a composed counterpart.  Proverbs 28:1 – “The wicked man flees 

though no one pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion.”  There’s a word picture 

for you.  And how can you be righteous?  Only by faith in Christ!  Another related verse 

that Andrea and I have been meditating on over the past year is Psalm 112:7 – “[The 
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righteous] will have no fear of bad news; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.”  

Whatever happens to me – whatever – I am good.  I am secure in Christ. 

“Fear’s not really my issue.”  Good!  As long as it’s not because you don’t feel 

that bad.  If so, you’ve never let the full weight of the law sink in.  But if you have and 

you’re trusting Christ as your righteousness and your fearlessness comes from that, that’s 

great. 

But maybe you’re thinking – “Okay so where’s my good life?  I’m not seeing it.”  

The good life is ultimately knowing God’s favor.  You have that now – every spiritual 

blessing in Christ (cf. Eph. 1:3).  And when Christ returns in a relatively very short time 

you will have every agricultural/material, societal, and cultural blessing in the renewed 

earth forever and ever. 

“But how am I to understand the bad things that happen to me in this life?”  If 

you’re in Christ, it’s definitely not God punishing you.  ALL that he allows into your life 

is filtered through his unfathomable love for you.  If you get murdered in the city, you go 

into the immediate presence of the Lord.  If you lose anything, God will use it to cause 

you to find in him more of what you need.  And he will use that to show to the world that 

he is enough.  We do not need to fear what may happen, because whatever happens it 

comes from the hand of a loving Father who sees the beginning from the end and 

disciplines us out of perfect love and promises that “in all things [he] works for the good 

of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28).  “If 

God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him 

up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things” (Rom. 

8:31-32).  NOTHING “will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39).  We have nothing to fear! 

 

The Lord’s Table 
“For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night 

he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is 

my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’  In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever 

you drink it, in remembrance of me’” (1Cor. 11:23-25). 

 This is a covenant renewal ceremony.  Here we repent of our sins and remember 

the terms of this new covenant… 

 

Benediction 
“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way.  The 

Lord be with all of you” (2 Thess. 3:16). 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, August 4, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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