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Text 
The LORD said to Moses on Mount Sinai, 2 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'When you enter the 

land I am going to give you, the land itself must observe a sabbath to the LORD. 3 For six years sow your 

fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and gather their crops. 4 But in the seventh year the land is 

to have a sabbath of rest, a sabbath to the LORD. Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards. 5 Do not 

reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. The land is to have a year of rest. 6 

Whatever the land yields during the sabbath year will be food for you-- for yourself, your manservant and 

maidservant, and the hired worker and temporary resident who live among you, 7 as well as for your 

livestock and the wild animals in your land. Whatever the land produces may be eaten. 8 "'Count off seven 

sabbaths of years-- seven times seven years-- so that the seven sabbaths of years amount to a period of 

forty-nine years. 9 Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere on the tenth day of the seventh month; on 

the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout your land. 10 Consecrate the fiftieth year and 

proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each one of you is to 

return to his family property and each to his own clan. 11 The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; do not 

sow and do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the untended vines. 12 For it is a jubilee and is to be 

holy for you; eat only what is taken directly from the fields. 13 "'In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to 

return to his own property. 14 "'If you sell land to one of your countrymen or buy any from him, do not take 

advantage of each other. 15 You are to buy from your countryman on the basis of the number of years since 

the Jubilee. And he is to sell to you on the basis of the number of years left for harvesting crops. 16 When 

the years are many, you are to increase the price, and when the years are few, you are to decrease the 

price, because what he is really selling you is the number of crops. 17 Do not take advantage of each other, 

but fear your God. I am the LORD your God. 18 "'Follow my decrees and be careful to obey my laws, and 

you will live safely in the land. 19 Then the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and live there 

in safety. 20 You may ask, "What will we eat in the seventh year if we do not plant or harvest our crops?" 

21 I will send you such a blessing in the sixth year that the land will yield enough for three years. 22 While 

you plant during the eighth year, you will eat from the old crop and will continue to eat from it until the 

harvest of the ninth year comes in. 23 "'The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine 

and you are but aliens and my tenants. 24 Throughout the country that you hold as a possession, you must 

provide for the redemption of the land. 25 "'If one of your countrymen becomes poor and sells some of his 

property, his nearest relative is to come and redeem what his countryman has sold. 26 If, however, a man 

has no one to redeem it for him but he himself prospers and acquires sufficient means to redeem it, 27 he is 

to determine the value for the years since he sold it and refund the balance to the man to whom he sold it; 

he can then go back to his own property. 28 But if he does not acquire the means to repay him, what he 

sold will remain in the possession of the buyer until the Year of Jubilee. It will be returned in the Jubilee, 

and he can then go back to his property. 29 "'If a man sells a house in a walled city, he retains the right of 

redemption a full year after its sale. During that time he may redeem it. 30 If it is not redeemed before a 

full year has passed, the house in the walled city shall belong permanently to the buyer and his 

descendants. It is not to be returned in the Jubilee. 31 But houses in villages without walls around them are 

to be considered as open country. They can be redeemed, and they are to be returned in the Jubilee. 32 

"'The Levites always have the right to redeem their houses in the Levitical towns, which they possess. 33 So 
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the property of the Levites is redeemable-- that is, a house sold in any town they hold-- and is to be 

returned in the Jubilee, because the houses in the towns of the Levites are their property among the 

Israelites. 34 But the pastureland belonging to their towns must not be sold; it is their permanent 

possession. 35 "'If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is unable to support himself among you, help 

him as you would an alien or a temporary resident, so he can continue to live among you. 36 Do not take 

interest of any kind from him, but fear your God, so that your countryman may continue to live among you. 

37 You must not lend him money at interest or sell him food at a profit. 38 I am the LORD your God, who 

brought you out of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God. 39 "'If one of your 

countrymen becomes poor among you and sells himself to you, do not make him work as a slave. 40 He is 

to be treated as a hired worker or a temporary resident among you; he is to work for you until the Year of 

Jubilee. 41 Then he and his children are to be released, and he will go back to his own clan and to the 

property of his forefathers. 42 Because the Israelites are my servants, whom I brought out of Egypt, they 

must not be sold as slaves. 43 Do not rule over them ruthlessly, but fear your God. 44 "'Your male and 

female slaves are to come from the nations around you; from them you may buy slaves. 45 You may also 

buy some of the temporary residents living among you and members of their clans born in your country, 

and they will become your property. 46 You can will them to your children as inherited property and can 

make them slaves for life, but you must not rule over your fellow Israelites ruthlessly. 47 "'If an alien or a 

temporary resident among you becomes rich and one of your countrymen becomes poor and sells himself to 

the alien living among you or to a member of the alien's clan, 48 he retains the right of redemption after he 

has sold himself. One of his relatives may redeem him: 49 An uncle or a cousin or any blood relative in his 

clan may redeem him. Or if he prospers, he may redeem himself. 50 He and his buyer are to count the time 

from the year he sold himself up to the Year of Jubilee. The price for his release is to be based on the rate 

paid to a hired man for that number of years. 51 If many years remain, he must pay for his redemption a 

larger share of the price paid for him. 52 If only a few years remain until the Year of Jubilee, he is to 

compute that and pay for his redemption accordingly. 53 He is to be treated as a man hired from year to 

year; you must see to it that his owner does not rule over him ruthlessly. 54 "'Even if he is not redeemed in 

any of these ways, he and his children are to be released in the Year of Jubilee, 55 for the Israelites belong 

to me as servants. They are my servants, whom I brought out of Egypt. I am the LORD your God. 

 
Introduction 
 Everyone has daydreams about a preferred time, what Bruce Springsteen called 
‘glory days’.  When the glory days are the past it’s called nostalgia.  When the glory days 
are the future it’s called hope.  Both are part of the human experience and both can be 
legitimate. 
 We are well aware of the dangers of constantly seeking to relive a bygone era, but 
recent research has been showing the positive effects of nostalgia.  One social-
psychologist in England who has studied this extensively writes, “Nostalgia made me feel 
that my life had roots and continuity.  It made me feel good about myself and my 
relationships.  It provided a texture to my life and gave me strength to move forward.”  
The article I read says, “When people speak wistfully of the past, they typically become 
more optimistic and inspired about the future.”  “Nostalgia makes us a bit more human.”1  
Interesting!  So, do you have any fond memories? 
 But we also dream about a preferred future.  I used to sit in high school and look 
forward with great expectation to going off to college.  In college I was excited about 
getting married and starting life.  Some people dream of vacation or retirement.  In every 
stage, it’s hard to live without something you’re looking forward to. 
 I find it interesting that the Bible does this for us better than anything else.  It 
validates nostalgia and hope in a way that makes us truly human.  I firmly believe that all 
nostalgia has its roots in Paradise Lost, a collective human memory of a time when the 
fruit fell from the trees and there was no toil and God and humans had nothing between 
them.  The Bible also tells us a lot about the past and calls us to remember, remember, 
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remember.  We remember God’s great acts in history.  We remember God’s faithfulness 
to us in our lives. 

Yet, the Bible also commands us to “put [our] hope in the LORD both now and 
forevermore” (Ps. 131:3).  The Bible is full of future promises.  It tells us, in as much 
detail as we can grasp, what awaits us and calls us to “encourage each other with these 
words” (1Thess. 4:18). 
 Humans must have some hope of glory days to come in order to carry on.  Hobin 
has helpfully pushed me on this.  I was talking with a guy at the Outreach out back 
yesterday and he said, “If you don’t have hope, you’ve got nothing.” 

I recently read a novel called Cry, The Beloved Country, at Daniel’s 
recommendation.  It is a largely sad book about apartheid era South Africa and the 
disintegration of society there.  But it is ultimately a book about hope, laced with 
nostalgia.  Its author, Alan Paton, says of his work: 
 

It is a song of love for one’s far distant country, it is informed with 
longing for that land where they shall not hurt or destroy in all that holy 
mountain [Is. 11:9, 65:25], for that unattainable and ineffable land where 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, for the land that 
cannot be again, of hills and grass and bracken, the land where you were 
born.2 

 
Wow!  What a mixture of past and future oriented homesickness, informed by biblical 
imagery.  It’s one of those stories that stirs your longings, your deep undercurrents of 
nostalgia and hope.  I recommend it. 
 Anyway, this is what we’re dealing with today.  We’re coming to the end of 
Leviticus.  Chapter 23 was about the weekly and annual feasts that anchored the 
Israelites’ calendar and which served largely to remind them of their past (although there 
was some future orientation to them).  Today in ch. 25 we’re looking at the Sabbath year 
and Jubilee, two more aspects of the Israelite calendar.  One scholarly observer of the text 
tells us that “the provision of the Sabbath Year was intended to provide the Israelites with 
the hope of a future time of prolonged rest and release from debts.  People may have 
labored year in and year out, but they knew that a time of relief was coming.  Without 
such a prospect, the people would have despaired.”3  And about the celebration of Jubilee 
he says it is “not one that commemorated any historical deliverance in the past but one 
that looked forward to the future.”4  So this is about hope.  Hope of rest.  Hope of 
liberation.  Hope of a just and equitable society. 
 I want to unpack a bit of this chapter and what it would have meant for the 
Israelites and what we can apply from it today.  Then I want to set it in the larger 
framework of the Bible and elaborate more on this concept of hope, this grand JUBILEE 
that we are in and looking forward to.  In short, what we’re going to see together today is 
just this: The Lord’s people live in hope. 
 
Let’s pray… 
 
The Sabbath Year 
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 So there are two events covered in ch. 25.  They both last for a whole year.  The 
first one is the Sabbath year.  This is the equivalent of the Sabbath day, but applied to 
years.  So six years on; one year off.  Now this would have affected the people who lived 
in the land, but the way it’s put it’s a rest for the land itself.  “When you enter the land I 
am going to give you, the land itself must observe a sabbath to the LORD” (v. 2).  Verse 
5 – “The land is to have a year of rest.”  Here we see a principle of conservation, a kind 
of environmentalism.  God is green.  Israelite life was very ‘this worldly’.  And it was 
never God’s intention that humans exploit nature for greedy ends.  His people are to be 
gentle, even to creation (cf. Prov. 12:10). 

There are modern day equivalents to a fallow year in agricultural practice like 
crop rotation and grass waterways for soil conservation.  There are things that farmers 
can do to farm responsibly.  For urbanites like us, we can still think about our use of the 
land.  This is big for city planners.  And just common folk can at least recycle or how 
about compost – putting nutrients back into the soil.  We must treat the land well and 
with understanding. 
 It’s interesting how the land has something of a life of its own.  In ch. 18 we saw 
that “if you defile the land, it [can] vomit you out” (18:28).  Here we see that it needs a 
rest.  It can’t just be sucked dry; that is short-sighted.  We read later in the OT that the 
Israelites didn’t always keep this practice and that is part of the reason for their exile – 
they were captured and taken out of the land while the land finally lay fallow.  2 
Chronicles 36:21 – “The land enjoyed its sabbath rests; all the time of its desolation it 
rested, until the seventy years were completed in fulfillment of the word of the LORD 
spoken by Jeremiah.”  While the Israelites were away the land was enjoying its rest!  And 
then we get to the NT and Romans 8 and we read that the creation itself is groaning.  
“The creation waits in eager expectation… in hope that the creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:19ff).  The earth is with us in this hope, for in fact, our hope includes a 
renewed and restored earth.  We simply cannot ignore this physical world, the 
environment we find ourselves in. 
 Now of course the land’s rest had implications for the people.  We read, “For six 
years sow your fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and gather their crops.  But 
in the seventh year the land is to have a sabbath of rest, a sabbath to the LORD.  Do not 
sow your fields or prune your vineyards.  Do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the 
grapes of your untended vines [which means: don’t harvest and store up the produce like 
you do other years; just eat what you see when you need it]…  Whatever the land yields 
during the sabbath year will be food for you – for yourself, your manservant and 
maidservant, and the hired worker and temporary resident who live among you, as well as 
for your livestock and the wild animals in your land.  Whatever the land produces may be 
eaten” (vv. 3-7). 
 This year would have been quite a special time whenever it came around.  “For at 
least one year out of seven,” writes one person, “the devout relived the experience of 
their parents in the garden of Eden, perfectly at rest with the Lord and wandering about 
eating to their hearts’ content.”5  A picture of the past that the people looked forward to 
for six years.  Interesting. 
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Other passages tell us that slaves had the option of being released in the 7th year 
(Ex. 21:2) and that debts were not collected (cf. Dt. 15:1).  So this was something to look 
forward to! 
 
The Jubilee Year 
 Starting in v. 8 we see the second year long-event.  It was kind of like the sabbath 
year blown up, escalated.  It’s called the Jubilee, which comes from a word having to do 
with a ram’s horn or trumpet.  “Count off seven sabbaths of years – seven times seven 
years – so that the seven sabbaths of years amount to a period of forty-nine years.  Then 
have the trumpet sounded everywhere on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day 
of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout your land.  Consecrate the fiftieth year and 
proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants.  It shall be a jubilee for you; 
each one of you is to return to his family property and each to his own clan.  The fiftieth 
year shall be a jubilee for you; do not sow and do not reap what grows of itself or harvest 
the untended vines.  For it is a jubilee and is to be holy for you; eat only what is taken 
directly from the fields” (vv. 8-12). 
 This was just a freebie of a year tacked on every 50 years.  The land was returned 
to its original inhabitants.  Safety was enjoyed.  The bounty of the 48th year would more 
than cover the needs of the 49th and 50th years.  All debts were cancelled.  All Israelite 
slaves were released.  It would have been a jubilant time. 
 There’s a lot of legislation in here.  I’m not going to go into it all in detail.  You 
can pick up a commentary for yourself if you want to get into that.  Let me just pull out 
some things that jump out at me from here that may have application to us. 
 I see the word “ruthlessly” repeated three times (vv. 43, 46, 53).  The Israelite’s 
life in the land, their society was not supposed to be ruthless, a dog-eat-dog world.  They, 
and we Christians today, are supposed to be kind, gentle; not reckless and aggressive, 
stepping over people to get to the top.  “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience” (Col. 3:12). 
 I see an almost shocking emphasis on community.  This is all about society.  
When we think of ‘glory days’ we have our own personal version of this that usually 
involves us by ourselves on a beach with a drink that has a little umbrella in it.  This stuff 
is about a whole society of justice – interrelated members of a community living together.  
Come next week to the Summer Retreat in Streator and I’m going to be talking more 
about this very thing – the radical individualism of our culture that most of us are almost 
completely blind to. 
 I see here an ideal of equity.  Israel was supposed to go into the land and parcel it 
up according to tribe and clan (which happened in Joshua 13-21) and people settle there 
and one person or family couldn’t buy up and squeeze out another family.  The reset 
button was hit every 50 years.  This kept society from getting lopsided between the haves 
and have-nots.  One person has said that the year of the Jubilee “would have steered a 
course between the greedy excesses of unrestrained capitalism and the oppressive control 
of state communism.”6  It would have been a beautiful thing. 
 I’m not sure how much we can take from this, which was addressed to an agrarian 
theocracy, and apply it to our secular society and economy today.  But what I do know is 
that this principle of equity is what should guide the church – the people of God.  In 2 
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Corinthians 8 and 9 Paul is talking about financial sharing among the churches.  The 
churches in Jerusalem were suffering.  He is appealing to the church in Corinth to send a 
gift and he says, “Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard 
pressed, but that there might be equality.  At the present time your plenty will supply 
what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need.  Then there will be 
equality” (2Cor. 8:13-14). 
 A modern day application of this is when we took up collections for fellow 
churches in parts of the world affected by tsunamis or massive natural disasters.  Baptist 
Disaster Relief services…  It’s also important for us to stay connected with the global 
church.  We have strong connections as a church with Colombo, Sri Lanka, with a city 
we call ‘Lighthouse’ in East Asia, with a community in Thailand.  Matt is going to start 
giving us regular updates on these partners of ours.  Stay tuned in with their needs.  We 
give almost $20,000 per year as part of our regular budget to international missions. 
 But what about on the local level?  Should there be division in the body of Christ 
along economic lines?  Read the book of James.  And think about the description of the 
early church in Acts – “All the believers were together and had everything in common.  
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need” (Acts 2:44-45).  
“There were no needy persons among them.  For from time to time those who owned 
lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ 
feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need” (Acts 4:34-35).  Is there gross 
inequality in the church or is there a move toward equity.  Do we take care of each other? 

There’s a lot to think about here.  I saw an article in the Atlantic that had cost of 
living for American cities.  It said that for a family of four in Chicago it took about 
$69,000 a year to live.  I’m not sure how exactly that’s arrived at, but the point is that it’s 
hard to live here financially.  Are there ways we can help each other so that people don’t 
have to move away to the suburbs for financial reasons?  I know that for some people in 
our church going out to eat is nothing; for others it’s impossible.  If people are going out 
to eat could you invite someone else and discreetly pay for them? 

These are some basic thoughts that come to mind for the church from this passage 
on the jubilee year.  As we read the rest of the OT it becomes clear that Israel didn’t 
practice this idea well, if at all.  All sorts of economic injustices were practiced (i.e. Is. 
5:8, Amos 2:6).  Unfortunately, we don’t do it in the church very well either.  But this is 
our calling.  I see glimpses of it at Immanuel. 
 I also see in here, in this text, a unique perspective on money and wealth in 
general.  It is really the principle of stewardship.  Your stuff is not yours.  Verse 23 – 
“The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens 
and my tenants.”  The land technically didn’t belong to anyone.  The Lord was just letting 
them take care of it.  The Israelites were never supposed to be able to say, “My power 
and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me” (Dt. 8:17).  This would 
be a radical mindset shift for us today.  Nothing we have is really ours.  It’s a gift, to 
steward well and to share. 
 The statutes put in place in ch. 25 work to stem greed.  Life wasn’t about 
endlessly acquiring more and more.  “Greed prevents a person from enjoying what he 
has, for it drives one to spend all one’s energy on getting more.”7  Look at how often 
greed is denounced in the NT.  Think of the man in one of Jesus’ parables whose land 
produced a good crop and so he tore down his barns and built bigger ones (cf. Lk. 12).  
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He lived as though his life consisted in the abundance of his possessions.   Jesus said he 
was a fool.  Instead he should have stored up treasures in heaven.  There is a purse that 
will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes 
near and no moth destroys.  That is to be where our heart is. 
 
Final Rest 

 And this brings us to the main thing we are to see from this OT institution called 
Jubilee.  It is a foreshadowing of the kingdom of God – the kingdom which is already, 
but not yet.  Taking every 7th and 50th year off created a culture of anticipation among the 
Israelites.  But their grand anticipation was ultimately for the messianic kingdom. 

The OT prophet Isaiah wrote of it especially in the latter part of his book.  For 
example, Isaiah 61:1-2 says, “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the 
LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor …”   This is jubilee language.  And, 
you may know this, but this is the verse that Jesus quotes at the beginning of his ministry 
in Luke.  He pulled out this scroll of Isaiah in a synagogue, read it, then he rolled it up, 
gave it back to the attendant, sat down, and with all eyes on him said, “Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  BOOM.  Jesus brings in the Jubilee of jubilees.  
“Jesus pointed Israel to himself as the one who brings the true and ultimate Jubilee for his 
people.”8 
 What does that mean?  That means that through Jesus, spiritual debts are 
canceled.  Through Jesus, spiritual freedom from spiritual slavery is won.  Through Jesus 
we are able to truly rest from our works, the relentless demands of the law, and 
experience the joy and delight of being in God’s eternal kingdom.  There is so much that 
is ours already because of Jesus.  If you’re in Jesus, you’re forgiven, freed, able to rest. 
 Yet, we still await so much more – the full unveiling of the kingdom.  The 
removal of all evil and the unending rest and freedom that we still long for.  That passage 
from Isaiah 61 that Jesus quotes in Luke 4… Jesus left off mid-sentence.  It goes on to 
say, “…to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion – to bestow on them 
a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a 
garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair” (Is. 61:2-3).  Jesus started to unveil the 
kingdom, but hasn’t finished it yet.  Like a sunrise on the eastern horizon… the sky lights 
up before the ball of fire actually appears.  Dawn has come, but we still await the full 
sunrise.  We still await the final judgment when all accounts are settled and all evil is 
vanquished and the final state is ushered in where “they shall not hurt or destroy in all my 
holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea” (Is. 11:9; ESV).  Where truly “the dwelling of God is with men, and he 
will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 
their God.  [And] he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Rev. 21:3-4). 
 This is the communal utopia we all deep down desire.  Through Jesus we’ve 
already been given so much, yet “there remains [still], a Sabbath-rest for the people of 
God” (Heb. 4:9).  When he returns there will be a loud trumpet sound and endless Jubilee 
– personal freedom in a perfect society.  We get tastes of this here and now through the 
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gospel and in the church, but there is more to come.  I was talking with Brian this week 
about stuff going on in his life and we agreed that if there is no heaven, life is a cruel 
joke.  The Apostle Paul agreed too – “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are 
to be pitied more than all men” (1Cor. 15:19). 
 What hope is more grand?  And what hope is more sure?  Think about it.  We all 
need something to look forward to in order to live.  What are those possibilities?  The 
economy turning around?  A marriage?  Your husband or wife changing?  Your kids 
having it better than you?  Getting out of medical school and starting to making big 
money?  Moving on up to a better place?  The Cubs winning the World Series? 
 
The Lord’s Table 

 Here we remember and look forward – “proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes” (1Cor. 11:26)… 
 

Benediction 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 15:13). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 
Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, July 21, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 
proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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