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Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil of pressed olives for the light so 

that the lamps may be kept burning continually. 3 Outside the curtain of the Testimony in the Tent of 

Meeting, Aaron is to tend the lamps before the LORD from evening till morning, continually. This is to be a 

lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 4 The lamps on the pure gold lampstand before the LORD 

must be tended continually. 5 "Take fine flour and bake twelve loaves of bread, using two-tenths of an 

ephah for each loaf. 6 Set them in two rows, six in each row, on the table of pure gold before the LORD. 7 

Along each row put some pure incense as a memorial portion to represent the bread and to be an offering 

made to the LORD by fire. 8 This bread is to be set out before the LORD regularly, Sabbath after Sabbath, 

on behalf of the Israelites, as a lasting covenant. 9 It belongs to Aaron and his sons, who are to eat it in a 

holy place, because it is a most holy part of their regular share of the offerings made to the LORD by fire." 

10 Now the son of an Israelite mother and an Egyptian father went out among the Israelites, and a fight 

broke out in the camp between him and an Israelite. 11 The son of the Israelite woman blasphemed the 

Name with a curse; so they brought him to Moses. (His mother's name was Shelomith, the daughter of 

Dibri the Danite.) 12 They put him in custody until the will of the LORD should be made clear to them. 13 

Then the LORD said to Moses: 14 "Take the blasphemer outside the camp. All those who heard him are to 

lay their hands on his head, and the entire assembly is to stone him. 15 Say to the Israelites: 'If anyone 

curses his God, he will be held responsible; 16 anyone who blasphemes the name of the LORD must be put 

to death. The entire assembly must stone him. Whether an alien or native-born, when he blasphemes the 

Name, he must be put to death. 17 "'If anyone takes the life of a human being, he must be put to death. 18 

Anyone who takes the life of someone's animal must make restitution-- life for life. 19 If anyone injures his 

neighbor, whatever he has done must be done to him: 20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. 

As he has injured the other, so he is to be injured. 21 Whoever kills an animal must make restitution, but 

whoever kills a man must be put to death. 22 You are to have the same law for the alien and the native-

born. I am the LORD your God.'" 23 Then Moses spoke to the Israelites, and they took the blasphemer 

outside the camp and stoned him. The Israelites did as the LORD commanded Moses. 

 
Introduction 

In 1985, Coca-Cola changed their age-old recipe in response to “The Pepsi 
Challenge,” – a taste test in which a volunteer took a sip of Pepsi, then a sip of Coca 
Cola, and then decided which tasted better.  Pepsi – the underdog – won with a 
resounding frequency. 
 “The Pepsi Challenge” succeeded because it only gave volunteers a sip of each 
drink.  Pepsi, being sweeter than Coca Cola, tasted better if a tiny amount was tried.  So 
in order to keep up with Pepsi, Coca Cola replaced their original beverage with the 
sweeter drink known as New Coke. 

But the Coca Cola Company did not expect the outrage of their current customers.  
Loyal Coke drinkers, angered over the change, mailed complaint letters at the rate of 
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8,000 per day.  Coca Cola soon switched back to their old recipe under the name Coca 
Cola Classic.  They continued to dominate the carbonated beverage market because when 
you drink the whole can, Coca Cola Classic appealed to more people than Pepsi. 

In every generation the gospel faces a “Pepsi Challenge”.  The gospel doesn’t 
taste so good to today’s culture at first sip, so we’re tempted to make adjustments to it in 
order to get more people to accept it.  But that will not work in the long run.  The answer 
is not to change the age-old gospel, but to give to the whole gospel.  Put out the whole 
can of the gospel; give people more than a sip.  People who listen to the whole message 
will be more likely to taste and see that the Lord is good.1 

In our day and age, many people take a sip of Christianity and taste judgment and 
spit it out.  God’s wrath is a distasteful thing.  Stories like the one we’re looking at today 
in Leviticus 24 make Christianity seem non-potable, undrinkable.  We’re tempted to mess 
with the old-fashioned, time-tested recipe, but I want to show you today why we don’t 
have to.  It’s a bit of a hard passage, for in short it’s telling us just this: those who diss 

the Lord deserve to die.  That doesn’t sound, at first, very sweet, but let’s explore this 
passage and that truth together today. 
 
Let’s pray… 
 
God’s Purity 
 Chapter 23 was about the Israelite calendar – the weekly Sabbath and the annual 
Feasts.  Chapter 25 is about the long-term calendar – the Sabbath Year every 7 years and 
the Year of Jubilee every 49 years.  Chapter 24 seems like a bit of an interruption of this 
topic of keeping time.  But it’s a reminder to us that this book, even though it contains a 
lot of legislation, is still a narrative, it’s telling a story.  Moses and the people are camped 
out the foot of Mt. Sinai, they’ve just built the Tabernacle, and the Lord is giving them 
instructions.  That’s the setting.  And sometimes things happen in the course of the giving 
of these laws, and we’re told of one such instance today. 
 Also, the first part of ch. 24 is still about some regular rituals – things the priest 
had to attend to weekly and even daily.  Let’s look at them right now.  They deal with the 
Oil for the Lampstand in the Holy Place and the Table for the Bread of the Presence in 
the Holy Place. 
 
Oil (vv. 1-4) 
 So vv. 1-4 deal with the oil.  “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Command the Israelites 
to bring you clear oil of pressed olives for the light so that the lamps may be kept burning 
continually.  Outside the curtain of the Testimony in the Tent of Meeting, Aaron is to 
tend the lamps before the LORD from evening till morning, continually.  This is to be a 
lasting ordinance for the generations to come.  The lamps on the pure gold lampstand 
before the LORD must be tended continually.” 
 So the High Priest had this daily responsibility of making sure that the menorah 
had plenty of pure olive oil so that the light never went out.  Remember: at the center of 
the Tabernacle complex which was enclosed with a privacy fence stood a fully enclosed 
tent (called the Tent of Meeting).  This structure was divided into two sections by a 
curtain – the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place.  In the Most Holy Place was the ark 
containing the Testimony – the two stone tablets of the Law.  In the Holy Place was some 
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furniture including a golden lampstand with – anyone want to guess how many lamps 
were on it? 7! – a golden table for bread and a golden altar for burning incense. 

You can read more details about this in Exodus 25, 27, and 37.  The lampstand 
brightly lit up an otherwise pitch black room.  This lampstand become a national symbol 
of Israel, as evidenced in the carving on the Arch of Titus in Rome showing the Romans 
carrying off the lampstand after they sacked the Temple in AD 70.  The lampstand carries 
many other symbolisms with it and also gives us glimpses of Jesus as the Light of the 
World (cf. Jn. 8:12).  Tending to this light source was a daily chore for the High Priest. 
 
Bread (vv. 5-9) 
 Verses 5-9 deal primarily with the golden table in the Holy Place next to the 
lampstand.  Hebrews 9:2 explains it succinctly: “A tabernacle was set up.  In its first 
room were the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread; this was called the Holy 
Place.” 

The priest had jobs to do with regard to this table and its bread too.  Every week 
the priests had to take fine flour and bake twelve loaves of bread following a specific 
recipe.  Then they would set them out in two rows or perhaps piles (6 and 6) on the table 
along with some incense.  Every Sabbath, last week’s bread was eaten by the priests and 
new bread was set out.  And the incense was burned on the altar as an offering.  This 
spread pictured the point of all the ceremonies – the twelve tribes of Israel were to have 
fellowship with the Lord.  We also get foretastes here of Jesus – the Bread of Life (cf. Jn. 
6:35, 48), in this weekly ritual performed by the priests maintaining the bread in the Tent 
of Meeting. 
 But what’s the main point of this section and the reason for the reiteration of these 
specifications here?  It’s to remind us that the LORD whom the Israelites have been 
brought into fellowship with is perfectly pure.  Did you pick up on that subtle clue 
throughout?  Verse 4 – “The lamps on the pure gold lampstand…”  Verse 6 – “…on the 
table of pure gold before the LORD.”  Verse 7 – “pure incense.”  Only the finest for the 
Lord.  The oil itself had to have no impurities – “clear oil of pressed olives.”  And the 
ingredients for the bread had to be “fine flour.”  The Lord is not ordinary, he is perfect in 
every way.  Absolute purity.  The bright incandescence of this room reminds us of what 1 
Timothy 6:15-16 says about God – he is “the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom 
no one has seen or can see.  To him be[longs] honor and might forever.”  That’s the Lord. 
 
Blasphemy 
 Okay, now we’re ready for the short snippet of a story we come across starting in 
v. 10.  At this point “a fight broke out in the camp between [the son of an Israelite mother 
and an Egyptian father who had come out along with the Israelites and was living among 
them (cf. Ex. 12:38)] and [a full-fledged] Israelite.  [During the skirmish] the son of the 
Israelite woman blasphemed the Name with a curse; so they brought him to Moses” (vv. 
10-11). 
 It’s not too hard to imagine.  A teenager gets into a fight and in the heat of the 
moment lets loose with all of his pent up resentment and frustration with God.  His mouth 
is a torrent of venomous slurs against Israel’s Lord.  You can fill in the blanks in your 
mind…  He does not respect the Lord, he does not revere him, he does not find him to be 
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worthy of all this particular worship.  And so, when his emotions are running high, he 
blasphemes the Name with a curse. 
 Exodus 22:28 says, “Do not blaspheme God.”  To blaspheme means to deride, 
ridicule, revile, belittle.  To let him know how you really feel, when how you really feel 
is put off, annoyed, uninterested, unimpressed or angry.  God’s Name encompasses the 
totality of his person and character.  Exodus 20:7 says, “You shall not misuse the name of 
the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his 
name.”  That’s the 3rd commandment.  Rather, the Name of the LORD was to be taken 
seriously.  And Allen Ross explains for us that “to sanctify the name of the LORD does 
not simply mean to use the name carefully; it means to sanctify the LORD himself.  And 
in this passage the improper use of the name was no mere utterance of a name, but the 
outward expression of contempt for the person of God.”2  This wasn’t a slip of the tongue 
– an unthinking “G-- D---”; he blasphemed the Name with a curse.  Here is bold faced 
dissing and God deserves glad adoration.  So what’s going to happen? 
 Have you ever seen bold-faced disrespect, insubordination?  It’s appalling.  It’s 
even more so when directed to God.  Have you ever heard someone say about God – “I’d 
rather rot in hell than spend eternity with him?”  This is a serious offense.  And so they 
locked him up. 

“They put him in custody until the will of the LORD should be made clear to 
them” (v. 12).  That’s an interesting detail, isn’t it?  It tells us that we should not make 
snap judgments in life, but should seek the Lord’s will, something the Israelites didn’t do 
after conquering Jericho and Ai when the Gibeonites tricked them and asked for a treaty 
and the Israelites acted on their own wisdom and “did not inquire of the LORD” (Josh. 
9:14).  I remember awhile back reading a leadership book by Steven Sample where he 
said that one of the general rules of decision making is this: “Never make a decision 
today that can reasonably be put off to tomorrow.”3  It’s a biblical principle.  Some things 
aren’t immediately clear from Scripture and they require us to pray and think and seek 
counsel and wait on the Lord’s wisdom.  It is approaching blasphemous to think we can 
figure things out on our own. 
 
Lex Talionis 

 Well, the fact that the Israelites and Moses didn’t act impulsively but patiently 
sought the Lord’s judgment makes the following details even more weighty.  Here is the 
Lord’s decision – “Then the LORD said to Moses: ‘Take the blasphemer outside the 
camp.  All those who heard him are to lay their hands on his head, and the entire 
assembly is to stone him.  Say to the Israelites: “If anyone curses his God, he will be held 
responsible; anyone who blasphemes the name of the LORD must be put to death.  The 
entire assembly must stone him.  Whether an alien or native-born, when he blasphemes 
the Name, he must be put to death” (vv. 13-16).  So those who diss the Lord deserve to 

die. 
 Whoa!  This is overkill, isn’t it?  Not if the Lord is truly the greatest most glorious 
Being possible.  Then to defame him would be to commit the most heinous crime 
imaginable.  Here’s an illustration that might help: 
 

Suppose you want a new rug to cover the wooden floor in your 
[apartment].  Being of modest means, you go to the [Goodwill] and pay 
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[$50] for a rug.  I come into your house with a bottle of black indelible ink 
and spill that ink on your rug.  I have just ruined your [$50] rug.  But 
suppose you are a wealthy person and you pay thirty thousand dollars for 
an expensive Persian rug.  If I spill ink on that rug, it is an entirely 
different matter.  Why is that true?  It is the same act on my part.  In both 
instances, I have spilled black indelible ink on a rug.  The difference, of 
course, lies in the value of the rug. 
 This is the way [writes Jerry Bridges] we should view the enormity 
of our sin.  God’s [purity] cannot be compared to even the thirty-thousand-
dollar rug.  It is infinite.  It is immeasurable.  Furthermore, we do not 
accidentally “spill” our sin on God’s holiness.  For the most part, we 
rather pour out our sin; that is, we choose to act out our pride and 
selfishness…  And when we do that, we deliberately pour out our sin on 
the [purity] of God.  That is why our sin, be it ever so small in our eyes, is 
[worthy of the highest penalty].4 

 
 One nineteenth-century theologian has written – “The guilt of the offense is 
proportional to the greatness, the moral excellence, and the glory of Him against whom 
the offense is committed, and who made us for loyal obedience to Himself.”5  So if God 
is everything the pure oil, gold, and bread points to him being – the highest, most 
glorious Creator of the universe – then to blaspheme him would be a most serious crime. 
 What is spelled out in vv. 17-22 is what’s called lex talionis – eye-for-eye, tooth-
for-tooth.  It’s the principle that says that the punishment must fit the crime.  And 
blasphemy is a great crime. 
 Look at vv. 17-22.  The legal principle of lex talionis gets a bad rap, but it’s 
actually a brilliant thing.  It valued human life.  It said that a human life is more valuable 
than an animal.  If you kill a human you must be killed.  If you kill an animal you must 
simply pay restitution (v. 21).  It also said that if you simply injured someone you 
couldn’t be killed.  It upheld justice – crimes have consequences.  But it kept things from 
getting out of control – the punishment has to fit the crime.  Lex talionis is about public 
justice and a legal concept that kept things out of “the area of blood-feuds or other forms 
of private revenge.”6  “The principle was to be carried out in the legal sphere, not for 
personal grievances.”7  We see here a procedure for the necessity of witnesses and those 
witnesses (“those who heard him”; v. 14) would have to lay hands on the convicted 
before the capital punishment in order to publicly vouch for the truthfulness of their 
testimony; they were leading to this man’s death!  In v. 22 we also see the principle of 
equal treatment under the law. 
 Lex talionis is not barbaric or unjust.  It is precisely the opposite.  The principles 
laid out here are to prevent what happened earlier this month in Brazil.  At a soccer match 
a referee gave a penalty to a player.  They got into a fight.  After the ref ejected the player 
they fought more.  The referee then pulled out a small knife and stabbed the player.  On 
his way to the hospital he died.  Then “friends and family of the [player] subsequently 
rushed the field, tied up [the referee], fatally stoned him, quartered his body, and then… 
staked the referee’s head at midfield.”8  This is not that.  That shows how messed up our 
priorities have gotten.  A soccer game!!? 
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 This incident in Leviticus 24 is not a miscarriage of justice, a barbaric, gory scene 
that’s out of control.  It is judicious and measured.  What it does show us is that there is 
divine justice and that God’s majesty is what is of infinite worth – not a soccer match, not 
personal property…  All those who diss the Lord deserve to die.  Verse 23 relates the 
execution in matter of fact terms – “Then Moses spoke to the Israelites, and they took the 
blasphemer outside the camp and stoned him.  The Israelites did as the LORD 
commanded Moses.”  One commentator paints the picture a little more for us; he says: 
“The precise method is not mentioned, but perhaps the offender was made to lie down, 
after which his head was crushed with large stones and the remainder of his body covered 
with smaller ones to form a [tomb].  This procedure would prevent anyone incurring 
accidental ceremonial defilement, and as long as the congregation remained in the area 
the heap of stones would serve as a reminder of the crime that had been committed.”9  It 
is an awful fate.  And it’s there, like other similar shocking stories in the Bible (i.e. 
Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5) to remind us of what’s really real, of what’s really 
important, of the absolute purity of the Lord and the serious offense it is to disregard him.  
It is supposed to get our attention. 
 
Application 
 But, the fate of this young man, the son of Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri the 
Danite, is recorded in the annals of Israel’s history to warn us of an even more awful 
judgment.  If God is infinitely glorious, then an offense against his glory calls for an 
infinite punishment.  Not just death, but eternal death.  Habakkuk 1:13 says of the Lord – 
“Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong.”  This is the bitter sip 
indeed.  All sin is ultimately an offense toward God and therefore God is full of wrath 
toward sinners. 
 And the Bible tells us that there is coming a day, a day of Judgment, when “the 
Lord comes.  He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the 
motives of men’s hearts” (1Cor. 4:5).  We will all be judged not just according to every 
careless word we have spoken (Mt. 12:36), but even according to our thoughts and 
motives and dispositions.  Our hearts will be exposed that are full of resentment to the 
Lord.  Everyone will be revealed to have fallen short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23).  
Maybe you’ve never used certain blasphemous words, but you’ve had blasphemous 
desires.  I want to be God.  I don’t want to submit to him!  I want sway.  I want to be in 
control.  I want to get the credit. 

And if you think this man who was stoned in Leviticus 24 had it bad, it says in 
several places that when the Day of Judgment comes people will beg for stones to fall on 
their heads rather than face the full fury of Almighty God.  Revelation 6:16 – “They 
called to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who 
sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!’”  Luke 23:30 – “Then ‘“they will say 
to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’”’” (cf. Hos. 10:8).  It is a vivid 
picture, isn’t it?  Those who diss the Lord deserve to die… eternally!  It is an awful 
punishment. 

This is the bitter sip which many people take and then spit back out in God’s face.  
Please don’t do that.  For there is more sweetness to be drunk if you will drink on; some 
other complementing flavors that make the whole drink exquisite.  If there is no infinite 
judgment, that means that there is nothing in this world that is of infinite value.  And that 
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means there is nothing that can truly satisfy you forever.  Don’t you long for something, 
something that will truly satisfy?  Something that will not wear out and lose its flavor.  
Some pleasure that will never end and is not tainted with any interjecting thought of guilt 
or negative associations?  Don’t you long for something for which to give your heart and 
life to that will not leave you with any disappointment?  This is who the Lord is, and the 
fact that to diss him deserves the most severe retribution is evidence of it. 

And what’s more, this God did the most unexpected thing.  He became a human 
being and bore his own wrath in the place of sinners.  In a great twist of irony, Jesus 
Christ, the only one who has ever truly regarded God with the utmost respect he deserves, 
was charged, tried, and convicted of blasphemy (cf. Mt. 26:65ff) and sentenced to death.  
And the night before his execution he was “overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 
death” (Mt. 26:38) at just the thought of what awaited him.  “Being in anguish… his 
sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground” (Lk. 22:44).  Because he knew that 
the following day, on the cross, he would drain to the dregs the cup of the Lord’s infinite 
wrath.  This is what the Lord has done.  He has provided a way for his infinite majesty to 
be upheld and thus be an infinitely glorious Being, and also for us to be forgiven, to have 
his wrath removed completely and forever from us so that we could know and enjoy him 
forever.  Why would you not fall to your feet and worship this amazing God?! 

Another objection to this view of a God of judgment is that it will result in 
judgmental people, and nobody likes that.  But it mustn’t be the case.  When people truly 
get the magnitude of their predicament and what they have been saved from themselves, 
they become gracious and patient and kind. 

Another variation is that it will result in vindictiveness and retribution, lex talionis 

tempers this, but the NT takes it even farther for in Jesus we have an example of how to 
suffer injustice ourselves without anger and retaliation.  We are not living in a theocracy.  
1 Peter is all about this.  We don’t succumb to a tit-for-tit mentality.  Christians are 
willing to suffer and won’t seek revenge, but leave final justice to God – “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord” (Rom. 12:19; ESV).  Rather we seek the good of our 
neighbor, even the ones who hurt us and revile our God.  “If your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink” (Rom. 12:20).  Because we love 
people, we do not tamper with the message – judgment is coming – but we point people 
to Jesus who is able to absorb God’s wrath in their place.  That is the only solution to our 
problem. 
 A beautiful portrait of this is found in the life (or more accurately death) of 
Stephen.  Stephen was the first Christian martyr.  His death is recorded in Acts 6 and 7.  
Ironically, again, he was accused of blasphemy (Acts 6:11).  And he was stoned.  When 
in reality, it was the religious leaders who were against Stephen who were guilty of 
blasphemy, for they spoke derisively of Jesus and “were furious and gnashed their teeth 
at [Stephen who spoke of him]” (Acts 7:54).  “They covered their ears and yelled at the 
top of their voices” (Acts 7:57) in defiance of the idea that Jesus was God. 
 But what did Stephen do?  He didn’t get angry and curse his persecutors, call 
down the judgment of God.  No.  His face shone like an angel’s throughout.  His spiritual 
eyes saw the crucified and resurrected Christ.  And “while they were stoning him, 
Stephen…. fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them’” 
(Acts 7:59-60).  That’s cool.  But do you know the coolest thing about this story?  God 
answered that prayer in an amazing way, for at this scene of unjust bloodshed, “the 
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witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul” (Acts 7:58).  That 
Saul is the man who later became Paul, the greatest missionary of the Christian church; 
the man who wrote – “Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a 
violent man, I was shown mercy” (1Tim. 1:13). 
 Our God is a God of judgment, and a God of mercy.  Jesus himself told us, “[All 
manner of] sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men…”  You can be forgiven for even the 
most atrocious of blasphemies.  You can be forgiven of your spurning of God for all 
eternity, if you confess and turn to Jesus.  “But,” Jesus goes on, “the blasphemy against 
the Spirit will not be forgiven” (Mt. 12:31).  That means if you persistently resist the 
working of the Holy Spirit – convicting you of God’s infinite worth and your infinite sin 
and the infinite price he paid on the cross to secure forgiveness and eternal access to the 
only thing that can satisfy – there will come a time when no mercy remains. 
 
The Lord’s Table 
 Don’t get there.  Submit to the Holy Spirit today… 
 
Benediction 
May your attitude be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on 
a cross!  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 
Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, July 14, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 
proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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