
This sermon is printed and distributed as part of the ongoing ministry of Immanuel Baptist Church 
© 2013 Nathaniel R. Carter 

From The Pulpit Of 
 

 
 

Feasts 

 

No. 21 Leviticus 23 July 7, 2013 

Series: Leviticus  Nathan Carter 

 
Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'These are my appointed feasts, the 

appointed feasts of the LORD, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies. 3 "'There are six days when 

you may work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a day of sacred assembly. You are not to do any 

work; wherever you live, it is a Sabbath to the LORD. 4 "'These are the LORD's appointed feasts, the 

sacred assemblies you are to proclaim at their appointed times: 5 The LORD's Passover begins at twilight 

on the fourteenth day of the first month. 6 On the fifteenth day of that month the LORD's Feast of 

Unleavened Bread begins; for seven days you must eat bread made without yeast. 7 On the first day hold a 

sacred assembly and do no regular work. 8 For seven days present an offering made to the LORD by fire. 

And on the seventh day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work.'" 9 The LORD said to Moses, 10 

"Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'When you enter the land I am going to give you and you reap its 

harvest, bring to the priest a sheaf of the first grain you harvest. 11 He is to wave the sheaf before the 

LORD so it will be accepted on your behalf; the priest is to wave it on the day after the Sabbath. 12 On the 

day you wave the sheaf, you must sacrifice as a burnt offering to the LORD a lamb a year old without 

defect, 13 together with its grain offering of two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil-- an offering 

made to the LORD by fire, a pleasing aroma-- and its drink offering of a quarter of a hin of wine. 14 You 

must not eat any bread, or roasted or new grain, until the very day you bring this offering to your God. 

This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, wherever you live. 15 "'From the day after the 

Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the wave offering, count off seven full weeks. 16 Count off fifty 

days up to the day after the seventh Sabbath, and then present an offering of new grain to the LORD. 17 

From wherever you live, bring two loaves made of two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour, baked with yeast, as 

a wave offering of firstfruits to the LORD. 18 Present with this bread seven male lambs, each a year old 

and without defect, one young bull and two rams. They will be a burnt offering to the LORD, together with 

their grain offerings and drink offerings-- an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 19 

Then sacrifice one male goat for a sin offering and two lambs, each a year old, for a fellowship offering. 20 

The priest is to wave the two lambs before the LORD as a wave offering, together with the bread of the 

firstfruits. They are a sacred offering to the LORD for the priest. 21 On that same day you are to proclaim 

a sacred assembly and do no regular work. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, 

wherever you live. 22 "'When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field 

or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God.'" 

23 The LORD said to Moses, 24 "Say to the Israelites: 'On the first day of the seventh month you are to 

have a day of rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts. 25 Do no regular work, but 

present an offering made to the LORD by fire.'" 26 The LORD said to Moses, 27 "The tenth day of this 

seventh month is the Day of Atonement. Hold a sacred assembly and deny yourselves, and present an 

offering made to the LORD by fire. 28 Do no work on that day, because it is the Day of Atonement, when 

atonement is made for you before the LORD your God. 29 Anyone who does not deny himself on that day 

must be cut off from his people. 30 I will destroy from among his people anyone who does any work on that 

day. 31 You shall do no work at all. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, wherever 

you live. 32 It is a sabbath of rest for you, and you must deny yourselves. From the evening of the ninth day 

of the month until the following evening you are to observe your sabbath." 33 The LORD said to Moses, 34 
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"Say to the Israelites: 'On the fifteenth day of the seventh month the LORD's Feast of Tabernacles begins, 

and it lasts for seven days. 35 The first day is a sacred assembly; do no regular work. 36 For seven days 

present offerings made to the LORD by fire, and on the eighth day hold a sacred assembly and present an 

offering made to the LORD by fire. It is the closing assembly; do no regular work. 37 ("'These are the 

LORD's appointed feasts, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies for bringing offerings made to 

the LORD by fire-- the burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings required for each 

day. 38 These offerings are in addition to those for the LORD's Sabbaths and in addition to your gifts and 

whatever you have vowed and all the freewill offerings you give to the LORD.) 39 "'So beginning with the 

fifteenth day of the seventh month, after you have gathered the crops of the land, celebrate the festival to 

the LORD for seven days; the first day is a day of rest, and the eighth day also is a day of rest. 40 On the 

first day you are to take choice fruit from the trees, and palm fronds, leafy branches and poplars, and 

rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days. 41 Celebrate this as a festival to the LORD for seven 

days each year. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come; celebrate it in the seventh 

month. 42 Live in booths for seven days: All native-born Israelites are to live in booths 43 so your 

descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in booths when I brought them out of Egypt. I am the 

LORD your God.'" 44 So Moses announced to the Israelites the appointed feasts of the LORD. 

24:1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil of pressed olives for the 

light so that the lamps may be kept burning continually. 3 Outside the curtain of the Testimony in the Tent 

of Meeting, Aaron is to tend the lamps before the LORD from evening till morning, continually. This is to 

be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 4 The lamps on the pure gold lampstand before the 

LORD must be tended continually. 5 "Take fine flour and bake twelve loaves of bread, using two-tenths of 

an ephah for each loaf. 6 Set them in two rows, six in each row, on the table of pure gold before the LORD. 

7 Along each row put some pure incense as a memorial portion to represent the bread and to be an offering 

made to the LORD by fire. 8 This bread is to be set out before the LORD regularly, Sabbath after Sabbath, 

on behalf of the Israelites, as a lasting covenant. 9 It belongs to Aaron and his sons, who are to eat it in a 

holy place, because it is a most holy part of their regular share of the offerings made to the LORD by fire." 

 
Introduction 
 Did everyone have a good Fourth of July or Independence Day?  It’s nice to have 
a day off to rest.  The Fourth is also designed to promote national patriotism as we 
collectively remember our country’s birth in 1776.  I’m not sure how much of that 
happens really (in my neighborhood it seems to just be an excuse to blow things up), but 
it’s the idea. 
 Today we’re looking at a section of the Bible that gives the nation of Israel certain 
regular holidays [holy days] to celebrate.  It gives them a calendar to follow, year after 
year, with built in periods for rest and remembering certain historical events and the 
Lord’s care for them throughout history. 
 What are some rhythms of life or annual traditions that have been formative for 
you?  For me, my childhood was largely positive.  This week we’re going back to my 
parents’ home in Indiana for a few days.  It’s the week of the Howard County Fair.  This 
was a big recurring part of my life for my first 18 years.  Monday night you find out what 
the judges gave your projects – Grand Champion, Reserve Champion, Blue Ribbon…  
Tuesday was the hog show and then Thursday the auction.  There’s a booth we always 
got beef jerky from.  The Lion’s Club tent made the best fried tenderloin.  Elephant Ears 
(deep-fried dough with cinnamon and sugar) are synonymous with the fair. 
 I could wax on and on nostalgic.  My childhood was a stable, regulated one with 
recurring annual events.  There was also the summer Ice Cream social at church.  I can 
smell the late summer scents surrounding the return to school and sense the excitement of 
clothes shopping with my mom and recall coming home on the bus to my dad harvesting 
in the fields.  I can feel the crowd pressing against me at the Fall Festival where the halls 
of the school were as packed as the streets of Chicago at the Blackhawks parade.  In 
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December there was the ‘Hanging of the Greens’ at church followed by caroling and a 
Christmas program and all kinds of holiday traditions at home.  January was my birthday 
and the Super Bowl.  On Easter we had a Sunrise Service at church and Easter egg hunts 
(at church, at home, at grandparents’).  In the Spring there was the Opening Day parade 
with floats that went through town and ended up at the baseball diamond for another 
season of foul ball tickets and chilly cheese dogs and suicides. 

These were regular, yearly events.  There were many more.  I’ll spare you the 
details of my reminiscing since I know my childhood was very different from most of 
yours.  But these repeated events shaped me.  They provided a structure.  They taught me.  
Some were secular and some sacred.  The Carter family history was passed on to me 
through the Carter Soup Dinner every New Years and the Reunion at Frankfort Park 
every July.  There was the annual visit to my sister’s grave.  I learned town folklore 
through these regular calendar events passed on from one generation to the next. 

Perhaps the most basic, foundational rhythm for my life in those first 18 years 
was the Sunday routine.  I can hear my dad saying, “Pack up the babies and grab the old 
ladies…” on our way out the door [I’ve started saying that myself now].  I cannot 
remember a single Sunday when I was not in Sunday School and church.  It was a fixture 
of my life.  Then we came home and had roast and potatoes and mom and dad passed out 
on the couch. 

My point is: there is a great power in routines, especially seasonal routines, 
repeated over time to imprint you and make you who you are.  Think about how you have 
been shaped by such routines, for good or for ill.  But without them we are totally lost, 
wandering aimlessly through life. 

Today we’re looking at Leviticus 23 where the Israelites are given the most 
comprehensive outline of what their year as a nation was to look like.  The Lord wanted 
to shape them through a sacred calendar.  He wanted them all to be unified and on the 
same page. 

The Israelites’ repeating calendar events were meant to remind them of historical 
facts, major events in their collective past that were pivotal for them.  And the very use of 
a calendar itself served to tie them to time and space.  This is important.  The biblical 
faith is not just ideas, concepts, notions.  It’s not just about ~God~, but a GOD who acts 
in history.  It’s not just about ~grace~, but a God who graciously moves in world events 
so as to redeem an oppressed people from an idolatrous empire.  “The unifying theme 
that acts as a thread tying all these occasions [we’re looking at today] together was the 
mighty acts of God on Israel’s behalf,”1 writes on scholar.  So we’re not just dealing with 
universal principles, but time-bound truths.  We don’t just believe in a forgiving ~God~ 
up there somewhere, but in a man named Jesus who “suffered under Pontius Pilate.” 

This is so crucial to get, because it’s what distinguishes Christianity from other 
religions.  Many of them don’t really have a historical casing for their ideas.  Those that 
do, don’t fall apart if you take away the historical details surrounding their inception.  
They’re just ideas, concepts, pillars, truths, maxims, or experiences.  Christianity is 
different; if Christ did not historically, literally, physically live, die, and rise again in the 
first century Roman empire, we’ve got nothing (cf. 1Cor. 15:17)! 

The time-boundedness of the biblical faith is also so important to grasp because it 
informs how we live out of this faith and pass it on to the next generation – by being 
clearly situated in a time and place, historically aware of our position, involved in the 
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earthy realities of this world that God created, entered into, and is one day fully going to 
redeem.  Where historical rootedness and even geographical rootedness to some extent is 
lost, biblical faith is weakened and oftentimes fails to be passed on to the next generation.  
I worry about the effects of our society’s mobility, fragmentation, and obsession with ‘the 
next new thing’ on the health of historical Christianity.  I don’t worry that it will die out; 
not at all.  I’m just sad that many in our culture will miss out on its rich, anchoring, 
realities. 

So we’re going to look at the ancient Israelite calendar and draw out some really 
neat implications and applications from it and set it in the overall context of the whole 
Bible and in short what we’re going to see is just this: The Lord’s people are located in 

a history that’s going somewhere.  You don’t have to live like you’re just drifting 
through a random universe with some vague consciousness trying to grasp for scraps of 
meaning here and there.  The Lord’s people are located in a history that is going 

somewhere. 
 
Let’s pray… 
 
Sabbath 
 Chapter 23 starts off with familiar words – “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Speak to 
the Israelites and say to them…’”  This is divine revelation given to the Lord’s people.  
And this chapter is about the appointed feasts, the sacred assemblies that were to happen 
predictably throughout the course of time and give shape to the Israelites’ lives. 
 Before the annual events are spelled out, the LORD reiterates to Moses 
instructions about the Sabbath.  The Sabbath principle is the fundamental building block 
of the Israelites’ lives.  What is it?  It is the principle of 7.  “There are six days when you 
may work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest” (v. 3).  It’s based on a pattern woven 
into the very creation itself.  God made the world in six days and on the seventh he 
rested.  God is a God of order.  He brought an orderly world out of chaos and instilled in 
it this basic pattern of regularity – evening, morning… one day; seven evenings and 
mornings… one week.  Have you ever marveled at the fact that the whole world operates 
on a seven day week?  We break time down in to periods of seven rotations of the earth.  
And then we start over again.  It’s quite interesting if you think about it.  Why?  Because 
God built into us and our world a desire for regularity, for rhythm. 
 7 is a huge number in the Bible.  It’s all over this chapter.  There are 7 annual 
festivals listed here.  Many of the festivals last 7 days.  The Feast of Weeks is 7 weeks 
after Firstfruits.  Several events happen in the 7th month.  In chapter 25 we’ll see the 
pattern of 7 applied to years and also the year of Jubilee (7 times 7 years).  The Sabbath 
principle is the backbone of the Israelite concept of time, and still in some sense ours 
today. 
 The first purpose for the Sabbath mentioned here was to be a day of rest – “you 
are not to do any work.”  Sabbath means ceasing.  So you stopped your ordinary activities 
of life – the farming, the gardening, the maintenance, the housekeeping, etc… –  and you 
did something different, something leisurely to enjoy God’s goodness and get a break. 
 This principle is still very much in need among us today.  We cannot go non-stop 
all the time.  We need to have a six on, one off regular rhythm of work and rest.  To not 
do this is to ignore the basic pattern of life set down in the creation itself.  It is to 
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disregard God and seek to be a god yourself.  It’s to not trust God that he will provide.  It 
is to worship acquisition and productivity instead of him. 

I know most of you don’t do this.  I want to challenge you to pattern your life 
around this.  Work hard for six days, and take one day off.  Don’t work hard for 60 days 
and then crash for 10.  The same day, every week, to do something different from what 
you do the other six.  Try it for 7 weeks! 

And here’s the thing: You will get even more done than if you had worked non-
stop.  Charles Spurgeon, a prolific pastor, once said: 
 

Rest time is not waste time….  Look at the mower in the summer’s day, 
with so much to cut down ere the sun sets.  He pauses in his labour – is he 
a sluggard?  He looks for his stone, and begins to draw it up and down his 
scythe, with ‘rink-a-tink – rink-a-tink – rink-a-tink.’  Is that idle music – is 
he wasting precious moments?  How much he might have mown while he 
has been ringing out those notes on his scythe! but he is sharpening his 
tool, and he will do far more when once again he gives his strength to 
those long sweeps which lay the grass prostrate in rows before him.  Even 
thus a little pause prepares the mind for greater service in the good cause.2 

 
‘Sharpening the Saw’ – that’s not Steven Covey’s idea; it’s God’s. 

The other purpose of the Sabbath tempo to life is to provide a weekly “day of 
sacred assembly.”  It’s important to gather weekly with the Lord’s people to worship him, 
to remember that he is the sovereign, that he owns us, our time is his.  “A Sabbath to the 
Lord.”  This day for the people of Israel was Saturday.  In the NT the principle still 
applies: one day a week set aside especially to gather with the church.  In the NT, for 
several reasons, this day was the first day of the week (Jn. 20:19; Acts 20:7; 1Cor. 16:2), 
often called ‘the Lord’s Day’ (Rev. 1:10).  Without this built in like a fixture to your life 
as a Christian you easily lose your ballast.  As I mentioned earlier, the non-negotiableness 
of Sunday worship communicated volumes to me as a kid.  God is the most important to 
life.  Gathering with the church is not work; it is the best thing you can do with your 
leisure. 

John Hartley comments: “Living in such a materialistic era, we need to 
experience the freedom from bondage to toil and material goods that was the original 
goal of the commandment to keep the Sabbath.  We [also] need a day to worship God, the 
Father, and Jesus, our Lord.  We need a regular time each week to partake of the means 
of grace.  We need a day to exercise our corporate memory…  We must seek to recapture 
the social formative power associated with the Sabbath without making a day of worship 
a heavy burden.”3  It’s not a legalistic duty.  That will for sure turn kids off and 
eventually you.  But it’s a joyful privilege.  View Sunday as a special day – a day to rest 
from ordinary labors and gather with the church and see what happens, see how the rest 
of life starts to fall into place with this anchor at the center. 
 
Passover and Unleavened Bread 
 So the chapter starts off with the Sabbath; God is regulating the weekly life of his 
people, giving them a basic drum beat to march to.  The rest of the chapter is addressing 
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yearly patterns.  Verses 5-22 give us the Spring Festivals.  Verses 26-43 give us the Fall 
Festivals. 
 The first Spring Festival is the Passover and its companion, the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread.  These two celebrations “mark… the commencement of Israel’s 
national existence; thus it corresponds,” writes one commentator, “to the celebration of 
Independence Day in the United States.”4  These annual traditions are laden with 
symbolism, but their basic function was to commemorate the pivotal event in Israel’s 
history – the Exodus from Egypt. 

In case you don’t know the story, God came to his people’s rescue in Egypt.  
They were enslaved by a Pharaoh who refused the Lord’s command to let them go, even 
after the Lord brought 9 plagues on him and his country.  The final plague, the 10th 
plague, the death of the firstborn, was the unleashing of God’s judgment on them.  Moses 
gave the Lord’s people instructions to kill a lamb and smear its blood on the top of their 
doors.  So when the angel of death passed through the land, he would pass over the 
houses covered with blood.  They were to eat the lamb along with bread without yeast 
and bitter herbs.  The herbs represented the bitterness of their bondage.  The unleavened 
bread pictured the haste with which they were going to leave the country that night before 
their dough had time to rise. 

Every year, at “twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month” (the day it 
initially happened) the Israelites were to reenact this event followed by a seven day 
festival.  In doing so they were to remember God’s grace to them, as one person has put 
it, “bringing to the attention of the worshiper that what is being commemorated happened 
in historical time to real people.”5  It was an annual reminder of the greatest event up to 
that point. 

Now, of course, the exodus from Egypt is not the greatest event of the Lord’s 
deliverance up to today.  Passover was, like most of the stuff in the OT, a set-up for 
Christ.  It says in 1 Corinthians 5:7 that “Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.”  
That means Jesus fulfills the types and shadows of the Passover in his death so that by 
faith in his blood the judgment of God can pass over us and we can be freed from the 
greatest slavery – the slavery to sin, death, and Satan. 

Now we need to remember this through regular rehearsals of it.  And that is 
precisely what the Lord’s Table is.  Jesus gave it to his followers to do in remembrance of 
him (Lk. 22:19).  And when did he give it to them?  On the night of the annual Passover 
meal!  They were eating the Passover, in obedience to Leviticus 23:5, when Jesus took 
the bread and cup and gave it new meaning.  The Lord’s Table replaces Passover for the 
Lord’s people today. 

We eat and drink and proclaim the Lord’s death in time and space and history 
every Sunday as we celebrate the Lord’s Table until he comes again.  This is commanded 
of us in Scripture. 

Let me just say a brief word here about what’s called the ‘Church Calendar’.  
Maybe you’ve seen or come from some churches that have a Christian calendar much 
like what we see in Leviticus 23.  Ever heard of Epiphany?  Ash Wednesday?  Maundy 
Thursday?  Lent?  Ordinary Time?  Advent?  There are different versions in different 
church traditions.  These can be helpful devices for structuring our year.  For example, 
here at Immanuel we have a basic kind of church calendar.  We celebrate the Christmas 
season (remembering Christ’s incarnation) and the Easter season (commemorating his 
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death, burial, and resurrection).  [We also have other regular events in our particular 
church’s yearly life that form us and serve to unite us like the Summer Retreat, the Fall 
Kick-Off, and the Annual Meeting]  Such practices can be helpful, however, they are not 
explicitly commanded of us in Scripture.  So technically, the equivalent of Passover for 
Christians is not Good Friday, but the Lord’s Table, which we will practice in just a little 
bit.  It’s there that we regularly remember the bloody death of Christ for our deliverance. 
 
Firstfruits 
 The next Spring Festival we see starts in v. 9 and is called the Firstfruits.  It was a 
practice of taking the first barley sheaves to mature in the spring before the Lord and 
offering them to him.  It said, “Thank-you” and “I trust you to provide for me a full 
harvest to follow this.”  It took place on the day after the Sabbath that fell during the feast 
of Unleavened Bread [remember that; it will be important for later!  What’s the day after 
Saturday?  Sunday…] 
 The principle is that the Lord takes care of his people.  Anything they have is a 
gift from him.  They must worship him with the first of the crop and trust him to provide 
for them with the rest of it. 
 A parallel in the NT rhythm of worship could be seen in 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 
where Paul lays down the rule: “On the first day of every week, each one of you should 
set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income.”  A kind of offering taken off the 
top of your income and collected by the church for disbursement to those in need.  Do 
you build regular, generous, conscious giving into your routine?  It’s a great way to 
remember that the Lord is your provider and to worship him with your money. 
 
Feast of Weeks 
 The next Spring Festival is the Feast of Weeks.  So from the day of Firstfruits 
they marked off 7 weeks.  And then the day after that they had a sacred assembly and did 
no work and presented special offerings including some of the wheat harvest.  So the 
fiftieth day after the day of Firstfruits.  How many sides does a pentagon have?  5.  Penta 
– 5.  Pentecost – 50.  It’s Greek for fiftieth.  50 days after the Sunday after the Passover is 
Pentecost or the Feast of Weeks. 
 The Feast of Weeks “reminded the Israelites that God’s care and control reached 
into every area of life, making no false distinction between material and spiritual 
blessings.”6  In v. 22 we see that the Israelites were not supposed to harvest every last 
kernel from their wheat fields at this time, but leave some for the poor. 
 The concepts of thanksgiving and caring for the poor are clear NT concepts, 
though we don’t have a biblically mandated holiday for doing so.7  The Thanksgiving 
holiday in America is kind of like this.  I’ve also thought about the command not to 
harvest the corners of the field when I have things I could leave in the alley for those who 
make their livelihood by coming around and picking it up.  A bit ago our old washing 
machine went out.  I could have loaded it up and taken it to the salvage yard and got $20 
myself, but I dragged it out into the alley and it was gone in minutes. 
 
Feast of Trumpets 
 So the Spring Festivals were Passover, Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, and Weeks.  
Then there were four months of no holidays.  During this time the remaining crops and 
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fruit were growing.  Regular life was humming along to the drum beat of the Sabbath.  
Then there was a trumpet blast on the first day of the 7th month (there’s that number 7 
again).  Trumpets represent fanfare, a fitting kick off to an important month of the Fall 
Festivals.  This was a special day of rest and worship. 
 
The Day of Atonement 
 And then next came the Day of Atonement.  We looked at the details of this day 
back in ch. 16.  It came on the tenth day of the 7th month.  It was a serious, solemn day of 
fasting “when atonement is made for you before the LORD your God” (v. 28).  The Lord 
says about this day – “I will destroy from among his people anyone who does any work 
on that day.  You shall do no work at all (vv. 30-31).  No work.  It was a time to sit back 
in awe and marvel at the atonement the Lord had provided.  They confessed their sins and 
a substitute died in their place, its blood taken all the way into the Holy of Holies.  And 
another animal bore their sins away outside the camp, symbolizing the removal of their 
iniquity from them. 
 It was a picture, of course.  The real deal is found in Christ.  We bring none of our 
works into the equation but sit back with mouths agape and reflect that Judgment Day 
came down on Jesus instead of us on the cross. 
 
Feast of Tabernacles 
 The last of the Fall Festivals was the opposite of the dark, sedated atmosphere of 
the Day of Atonement.  Just after the Day of Atonement came the Feast of Tabernacles, 
also called the Feast of Booths or Feast of Ingathering.  It was a party!  “This was the 
only festival event in the Israelite calendar where rejoicing is commanded by God,”8 says 
one scholar.  “It is the most gala feast of the year,”9 writes another.  Yet another tells us 
that “the feast of ingathering was an opportunity for joyous celebration, which in the later 
post-exilic period took on something of a carnival atmosphere.”10 
 It was an eight day lollapalooza where people celebrated the final harvest of the 
vineyards and fruit trees and other crops.  They took palm fronds, leafy branches and 
poplars, and rejoiced before the Lord God for seven days capped off with a closing 
ceremonies.  People also lived in tents as a way to remember the years in the dessert 
between Egypt and the Promised Land when they camped in tents. 
 Again, in the NT era we are not expected to celebrate the festival of booths.  We 
have no mandated church calendar.  We must beware of creating legalistic schedules.  
Colossians 2:16-17 says, “Do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with 
regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.  These are a 
shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.”  Jesus is 
the fulfillment of all this. 

But one way to apply the concept of the Feast of Booths is to say that Christians, 
because of Christ, should be a people who know how to party.  Reflecting on what he has 
done for us in history and how he has provided for us in the present, we should be able to 
let loose and have fun.  Paul says, “Be joyful always” (1Thess. 5:16), and “Rejoice in the 
Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!” (Ph. 4:4). 
 
Salvation History 
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 So there you go.  We’ve walked through the Sabbath and the 7 annual festivals 
and seen what they meant for the Lord’s people back then and what they mean for us 
today.  But here’s what I’ve been waiting for.  This is really cool.  If you put this all 
together, you can see how, in God’s sovereignty, the Israelite calendar provides us with 
an overview of the whole sweep of salvation history.  We move from weeks, to years, 
and now to ages.  Let’s go back and walk through ch. 23 together again.  Check it out! 
 The Sabbath.  What does the Sabbath remind us of?  Well, one of the things is to 
remind us of the CREATION.  This world had a beginning point with intentionality 
behind it.  We’ve come from somewhere.  God made everything and held out to it a 
promise of rest, deep rest.  But we’re not at rest, that rest has been lost.  Hidden within 
the Sabbath we see the realities of CREATION and FALL that explains why this world is 
off. 
 What comes next?  The Passover and Unleavened Bread.  What does this point us 
to?  REDEMPTION – the death of Christ one Passover as our Passover Lamb.  His blood 
caused the wrath of God to pass over us and free us to live in his kingdom, if you have 
faith in him.  God has acted to redeem this fallen world. 
 And then what came next?  The Firstfruits.  What came after Christ’s death for 
our sins?  The RESURRECTION!  I don’t think I’ve ever fully seen this before – on the 
day after the Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Sunday) Jesus came back to life.  
He was raised, Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:20, as “the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep.”  What does that mean?  “In Christ all will be made alive.  But each in his 
own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him” (1Cor. 
15:22-23).  The resurrection of Christ is like that first sheaf of barley.  It is the guarantee 
of more to come, the very beginning of the harvest. 
 In Leviticus 23 what comes next?  The Feast of Weeks or Pentecost.  In Salvation 
History what comes next?  Count off fifty days from that Sunday when Christ came back 
from the dead and what happened?  The disciples of Jesus were hanging around in 
Jerusalem after his resurrection and ascension and “when the day of Pentecost came, they 
were all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting… all of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit.”  This is the beginning of the CHURCH AGE. 
 This is where we are living now, represented by the four month gap between the 
Spring Festivals and the Fall Festivals.  It is a time of growth.  We labor, empowered by 
the Spirit, to sow and water the seeds of the gospel and God gives the increase.  This is 
where we are now in salvation history. 
 What comes next in Leviticus 23?  The Feast of Trumpets.  What are we waiting 
for next at the close of this age?  The final trumpet to sound.  This is how the NT 
describes THE RETURN OF CHRIST!  1 Corinthians 15:51-52 says that “we will not all 
sleep, but we will all be changed – in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed.”  1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 – “For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call 
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left 
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we 
will be with the Lord forever. 
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 In the same month as the Feast of Trumpets was the solemn Day of Atonement.  
Wrapped up with the return of Christ is the great and dreadful day of the Lord – 
JUDGMENT DAY.  We shall bring none of our works with us there, but wholly trust that 
Christ took our judgment and atoned for us in his death.  Those who haven’t trusted 
Christ will face the wrath of God on their own.  And all sin will be removed entirely from 
God’s people. 
 And then what’s next?  Sabbath, Passover/Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, Feast of 
Weeks, Trumpets, Day of Atonement, and then the joyous Feast of Booths.  Creation, 
Fall, Death and Resurrection of Christ, Coming of the Spirit at Pentecost, the Return of 
Christ, Judgment Day, immediately followed by the CONSUMMATION – the bliss of 
eternal, immortal, sinless, unhindered delight in God’s New Creation with him day after 
day, a grand finale that never ends.  This is the Great Ingathering.  Matthew 24:30-31: 
 

At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the 
nations of the earth will mourn.  They will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.  And he will send his 
angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

 
Yes, Peter, now you can have booths (cf. Mt. 17:4).  Except, make them mansions. 
 

In mansions of glory and endless delight, 

I’ll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright; 

I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow; 

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ’tis now. 

 
 

When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound, 

and time shall be no more, 

And the morning breaks, eternal, bright and fair… 

 

On that bright and cloudless morning 

when the dead in Christ shall rise, 

And the glory of His resurrection share… 

 

 

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day; 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

The King of glory passes on His way. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

And singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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No song or poetry can adequately capture the fulfillment of pleasure and longing that will 
be satisfied then.  It will be bliss beyond your wildest dreams.  It is coming! 
 
Conclusion 

Do you see it?  The Lord’s people are located in a history that is going 

somewhere.  We are not “little more than a chance deposit on the surface of the world, 
carelessly thrown up between two ice ages by the same forces that rust iron and ripen 
corn.”11  We are located in a history that is going somewhere! 

We cannot rehearse this story too much.  Immerse yourself in this story!  Have 
regular times of reading the Bible so as to inhabit this history.  Throw yourself into the 
life of God’s people.  Let your life and your dreams be shaped by the contours of this 
history that is going somewhere. 
 
The Lord’s Table 
 
Benediction 
Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. (Ph. 3:20-21) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 
Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, July 7, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 
proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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