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Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 18 "Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites and say to them: 'If any 

of you-- either an Israelite or an alien living in Israel-- presents a gift for a burnt offering to the LORD, 

either to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering, 19 you must present a male without defect from the cattle, 

sheep or goats in order that it may be accepted on your behalf. 20 Do not bring anything with a defect, 

because it will not be accepted on your behalf. 21 When anyone brings from the herd or flock a fellowship 

offering to the LORD to fulfill a special vow or as a freewill offering, it must be without defect or blemish 

to be acceptable. 22 Do not offer to the LORD the blind, the injured or the maimed, or anything with warts 

or festering or running sores. Do not place any of these on the altar as an offering made to the LORD by 

fire. 23 You may, however, present as a freewill offering an ox or a sheep that is deformed or stunted, but it 

will not be accepted in fulfillment of a vow. 24 You must not offer to the LORD an animal whose testicles 

are bruised, crushed, torn or cut. You must not do this in your own land, 25 and you must not accept such 

animals from the hand of a foreigner and offer them as the food of your God. They will not be accepted on 

your behalf, because they are deformed and have defects.'" 26 The LORD said to Moses, 27 "When a calf, a 

lamb or a goat is born, it is to remain with its mother for seven days. From the eighth day on, it will be 

acceptable as an offering made to the LORD by fire. 28 Do not slaughter a cow or a sheep and its young on 

the same day. 29 "When you sacrifice a thank offering to the LORD, sacrifice it in such a way that it will be 

accepted on your behalf. 30 It must be eaten that same day; leave none of it till morning. I am the LORD. 

31 "Keep my commands and follow them. I am the LORD. 32 Do not profane my holy name. I must be 

acknowledged as holy by the Israelites. I am the LORD, who makes you holy 33 and who brought you out 

of Egypt to be your God. I am the LORD." 

 

Introduction 
 When I was 16 I was driving my Turtle Waxed and pine scented 1985 Chevy 

Cavalier 62 in a 55.  I looked in my rear-view mirror and saw the flashing blue lights.  

My brain released all kinds of chemicals that ran immediately throughout my body and 

congregated in my stomach.  I got a ticket.  That day I went home and did all the laundry, 

washed the dishes, dusted and vacuumed the house, and organized the Tupperware 

drawer for my mom.  What was going on? 

 A sophomore at UIC studies 10 hours on Sunday night for an Organic Chemistry 

test on Monday, saying no to a late night run to Joy Yee’s with her friends, all so that she 

can qualify for med school so she won’t disappoint her parents.  What’s happening here? 

 A young man, in order to prove that he is not like his father who left him and his 

mom and siblings, gives up what others normally do in their young adulthood in order to 

get married and have a family and do it right.  What’s going on with that? 

 A good-looking woman in her mid to late 30s rides on the back of a motorcycle 

without a helmet, hanging on the torso of a muscled man – her newest boyfriend.  She 
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lives for such thrills and attention while her biological clock ticks away.  What’s this 

about? 

 Archaeologists are working on a dig of an ancient site associated with fertility 

worship.  The locals who assist with the work fear that the digging will anger the spirits 

so at the beginning of every year they insist that the throat of a goat be slit to ward off 

bad luck. 

 An ancient Greek hero is embarking on a voyage, but before he and his crew set 

sail they slaughter a dozen bulls on the beach in honor of Poseidon, the sea god. 

 An ancient Israelite, sets out with a strong, umblemished lamb from his stock, 

headed toward the rising smoke at the epicenter of camp.  He has been careful to follow 

all the rules.  He meets a priest at the entrance to the Tabernacle complex, bedecked in 

his robes, conscientious of protocol, who helps him methodically kill and burn his 

offering as a pleasing aroma to the Lord.  He returns home happy, but comes back again 

next month to repeat the process. 

 In all these scenarios what is the common element?  A sacrifice is being made in 

order to stave off judgment of some kind.  Whether it’s the fear of being grounded or the 

fear of being judged unworthy; whether it’s an idol of approval or God himself; whether 

it’s time, money, social status, life or limb, everyone is in search of a sacrifice of 

atonement that will work to subdue the sneaking suspicion that we may not have a right 

to exist.  The sacrificial system is alive and well today. 

 We’re looking at a section of Leviticus today that lays out the high standards for 

animals sacrificed at the Tabernacle.  In short, what we’re going to see today from this 

text is just this: the Lord requires a perfect sacrifice. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Text 
 Last week we looked at ch. 21 and the first part of ch. 22.  It was all about the 

high standards for priests who worked in the OT Tabernacle system.  Today’s section is 

all about the high standards for the sacrifices offered in the Tabernacle.  Essentially, “the 

catalogue of physical disabilities which disqualified the descendants of Aaron from 

sanctuary service is applied to sacrificial animals.”
1
  If you compare 21:18-20 (dealing 

with priests) with 22:22-24 (dealing with sacrifices) you see that “the number of 

blemishes listed in both catalogues is twelve, and both lists begin with blindness… and 

end with damaged testicles.  Five [of the] terms are identical.”
2
  So God’s holiness calls 

for high standards for priests and also high standards for sacrifices. 

 Verse 18 tells us that this section was addressed not just to priests, but to all the 

Israelites (and the resident aliens living among them who had adopted the Lord as their 

God).  They needed to know what they could bring to the Tabernacle for their burnt 

offerings and fellowship offerings.  Remember burnt offerings were completely 

consumed – picturing for the worshipper the wrath of God being redirected to a substitute 

instead of the worshipper and exhausted there.  The fat portions of the fellowship 

offerings were burned (hinting as well at atonement) but the rest of the animal was eaten 

by the priests and the people – picturing the communal joy of being at peace with God. 

 In view here are vow offerings and free-will offerings.  A vow offering is just 

what you might expect – you make a promise to give such and such in worship to the 
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Lord.  A free-will offering is also what it sounds like – it’s a totally voluntary sacrifice 

just because.  And vv. 29-30 also mention a thank offering, an offering given in direct 

response to an act of God.  As we read earlier in 7:15, fellowship offerings of that nature 

must be eaten entirely in one day. 

 Burnt offerings had to be males without defect from the cattle, sheep, or goats.  

Verse 20 – “Do not bring anything with a defect, because it will not be accepted on your 

behalf.”  Fellowship offerings likewise had to meet certain standards.  A long list of 

which is given.  It appears that some standards were relaxed for certain genetic defects of 

free-will fellowship offerings (v. 23), since they are given completely voluntarily.  But 

the tone of this passage is that God demands the best, he requires sacrifices of the highest 

quality.  Verse 32 – “I must be acknowledged as holy by the Israelites.  I am the LORD, 

who makes you holy and who brought you out of Egypt to be your God.  I am the 

LORD” (vv. 32-33). 

 There’s an interesting passage later in the NT that shows that this command was 

not always kept.  The people tried to half-heartedly fulfill their religious duties while 

really keeping their best for themselves.  “‘When you bring injured, crippled or diseased 

animals and offer them as sacrifices, should I accept them from your hands?’ says the 

LORD.  ‘Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows to give it, 

but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord.  For I am a great king,’ says the 

LORD Almighty, ‘and my name is to be feared among the nations’” (Mal. 1:13-14).  

That’s Malachi 1. 

 So it’s a point we’ve seen before.  The LORD deserves exclusive worship.  He 

deserves the best.  He deserves to occupy your first waking thoughts, not Facebook.  He 

deserves to have your tithe at the first of the month, not the leftovers at the end.  He 

deserves to have your undivided attention on Sundays.  He deserves pure, joyful worship 

that recognizes him to be the center of the universe, the source of delight, the place of 

security. 

 Yet just like the Israelites we haven’t given him the worship he deserves, so there 

now must be a sacrifice of atonement involved in worship.  A sacrifice, a substitute that 

takes the judgment and reconciles us to the judge.  And this sacrifice must be adequate to 

satisfy the justice of a holy God.  The Lord requires a perfect sacrifice. 

 Briefly, let me make a few comments on vv. 26-28.  The Tabernacle system 

called for a lot of animal slaughter.  Yet there is a note of humane treatment struck here.  

It says that nothing younger than 8 days old could be sacrificed, partly because it could 

then be verified to be healthy and also because it would have some investment put into 

and thus be a costly sacrifice, but also just because there is such a thing as cruelty to 

animals.  And then going along with this a mother and child animal could not be 

sacrificed together.  This again is kind, but it also curtails the wiping out of a herd 

altogether.  As one person has said, “though God encourages generous giving, he does 

not encourage foolish giving.”
3
  And I think this verse, together with others in the OT 

(i.e. Dt. 20:19-20, 22:6-7), encourages us to live in environmentally responsible ways.  

As one commentator puts it: “Every Israelite was expected to do his part in conservation 

by avoiding wanton destruction of the God-given creation.”
4
  We mustn’t rape the earth 

to sacrifice to the Lord, and definitely not to any lessor god. 

 

Application 
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 So that’s a look at the text.  It’s pretty simple really.  The Lord requires a 

perfect sacrifice.  Now let’s think about applying it. 

 I read a book recently that has affected my thinking about this topic.  It’s called 

Who Will Deliver Us? by Paul Zahl.  He notes: 

 

The concept of atonement is an element in many of the world’s religions.  

But there is little confidence in the history of religions that atonement has 

ever actually been made.  We witness many attempts to make atonement 

and little confidence of lasting success.  What we see, rather, is a setting 

up of systems of atonement in a hundred thousand forms, which are 

temporary in effect and need to be repeated.  The problem is always this: 

The success of an atonement depends on the adequacy of the intervening 

sacrifice to satisfy the judgment of a hostile force.
5
 

 

In other words, is the sacrifice good enough, perfect? 

 As I’ve said earlier, it’s not just in religious systems that this principle is at work.  

We all create idols and make sacrifices for them.  Classic examples are middle aged men 

who sacrifice their families for the idol of their ego, to feel virile again, by running off 

with a secretary half his age.  We do very costly things to get what we think will satisfy 

the nagging feeling that something is missing or something is wrong with us. 

 And as Zahl observes, “Whether it’s religious or secular, guilt can issue in high 

achievement.  It can issue in service to others.  But does anything we do ever absolve it?  

Can we ever rest?”
6
  At the end of the day do you ever feel like you’ve done enough?  

Despite your best renewed efforts, is it ever sufficient to quell the fear of judgment that 

shows up in anxiety, tension, depression, and rage?  Can you be justified by recycling?  

No.  Can you be secure in your job performance?  No.  Can you be satisfied with how 

good of friend you are?  Etc…  No! 

I started following my gym on Twitter.  I get messages from them like this: 

“YOUR [sic] ARE ONLY WORTH WHAT YOU ARE WILLING TO GIVE.  GIVE IT 

YOUR ALL.  LEAVE IT ALL IN THE GYM!!”  Or this: “Never stop, never complain, 

never rest, until your good is better and your better is best.”  And this is supposed to be 

encouraging.  Think of all the sweat sacrificed at the gym; for what?  If you take a week 

off you go backwards.  Rarely do you keep off the weight you lose and even if you do, 

can the treadmill stave off death? 

 There appears to be no sacrifice that really works, that is good enough, that is 

perfect.  “We know,” says Zahl, “that perfect atonement would end our fear of judgment.  

But where is it to be found? 

 

…We cannot locate an object – even if it should be the sacrifice of our 

own life, let alone our life’s hopes and aspirations – capable of satisfying 

our judges in a lasting, decisive way.  The success of atonement as a 

means of healing our fear depends entirely on the value of the sacrifice as 

weighed by the judges.  If it is insufficient to satisfy them, the atonement 

fails.  Have we ever located in ourselves or in anyone else – or for that 

matter in any possibility we can conceive – an object to serve as our 

perfect atonement?
7
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 Even the sacrificial system of the OT, instituted by the Lord and Creator of the 

Universe, with its strict rituals and demands for unblemished sacrifices, couldn’t 

ultimately do what needed to be done.  The Bible says so.  Hebrews 10:1-4: 

 

It can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, 

make perfect those who draw near to worship.  If it could, would they not 

have stopped being offered?  For the worshipers would have been 

cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins.  

But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, because it is 

impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

 

Even the finest specimen of an ox cannot possibly take away sin. 

But we need not despair.  The Bible also tells us there is one sacrifice that can 

meet the grade.  The Tabernacle system was a shadow of this reality.  That reality is Jesus 

Christ, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (Jn. 1:29).  1 Peter 1:19 

calls him “a lamb without blemish or defect.”  In the most perfect way.  “He committed 

no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth” (1Pet. 2:22; Is. 53:9) and “he was led like a 

lamb to the slaughter” (Is. 53:7).  “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that 

in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2Cor. 5:21).  “He appeared so that 

he might take away our sins.  And in him is no sin.” (1Jn. 3:5).  As a perfectly sinless 

human who was also infinite God he was fully capable of providing the PERFECT 

sacrifice of atonement.  It worked!  He came back to life, proving his effectiveness. 

The Lord requires a perfect sacrifice.  And the Lord has provided the perfect 

sacrifice, the sacrifice of his Son on the cross.  Take hold of it.  He alone is a sacrifice 

sufficient to satisfy the judgment of a holy God.  And he is more than sufficient – the 

magnitude of what he gave up, the merit of his moral obedience, the measure of his status 

is more than enough.  He entered a more perfect tabernacle – the very glory chamber of 

God – not “by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy 

Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption…. [He] offered 

himself unblemished to God” (Heb. 9:12, 14).  The work is finished, and it has been 

completed perfectly. 

 

Conclusion 
You can continue to sacrifice more than you can give to gods that cannot give 

what you desire, or you can claim the sacrifice of Christ and be given more than you can 

ever plumb the depths of. 

With whatever you live for, are your sacrifices ever good enough to fully and 

finally appease your judge? 

And even if your judge could be appeased would you be satisfied? 

Now come to the Lord – the Maker of heaven and earth who deserves perfect 

worship which you have neglected.  What sacrifice will appease and please him?  What is 

good enough?  Only Christ!  And he has sacrificed himself for you. 

Claiming him as your sacrifice makes you impervious to the relentless demands 

of ought, the background fear you have of exposure or of being found worthless.  When 

Jesus is your sacrifice of atonement that removes all of your legitimate guilt and 
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reconciles you to the only audience and pleasure that really counts, the oppressive idols 

of approval and strength and control and reputation and selfish-pleasure and whatever 

else lose their grip on you. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
Remembering this is the stuff of the Christian life.  And Jesus gave his people the 

bread and the wine in order to remember his sacrifice.  His body was broken and his 

blood was shed as a sacrifice of atonement to reconcile you to God.  No further sacrifice 

is needed.  No judgment remains, only total acceptance and security for all eternity.  

Come, take, eat, and be satisfied. 

 

Benediction 
May your love abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you 

may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of 

Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory 

and praise of God. (Philippians 1:9-11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, June 30, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 

 

End notes: 

                                                 
1
 R.K. Harrison, Leviticus: An Introduction & Commentary, Tyndale (Downers Grove: IVP, 1980), 213. 

2
 John E. Hartley, Leviticus, WBC (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1992), 359. 

3
 Hartley, 362. 

4
 Gordon J. Wenham, The Book of Leviticus, NICOT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979), 296. 

5
 Paul F.M. Zahl, Who Will Deliver Us? The Present Power of the Death of Christ (Eugene, OR: Wipf & 

Stock, 1983), 32. 
6
 Ibid., 34. 

7
 Ibid., 35. 


