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Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Say to the Israelites: 'Any Israelite or any alien living in Israel who gives any 

of his children to Molech must be put to death. The people of the community are to stone him. 3 I will set 

my face against that man and I will cut him off from his people; for by giving his children to Molech, he has 

defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy name. 4 If the people of the community close their eyes when 

that man gives one of his children to Molech and they fail to put him to death, 5 I will set my face against 

that man and his family and will cut off from their people both him and all who follow him in prostituting 

themselves to Molech. 6 "'I will set my face against the person who turns to mediums and spiritists to 

prostitute himself by following them, and I will cut him off from his people. 7 "'Consecrate yourselves and 

be holy, because I am the LORD your God. 8 Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who 

makes you holy. 9 "'If anyone curses his father or mother, he must be put to death. He has cursed his father 

or his mother, and his blood will be on his own head. 10 "'If a man commits adultery with another man's 

wife-- with the wife of his neighbor-- both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death. 11 "'If a 

man sleeps with his father's wife, he has dishonored his father. Both the man and the woman must be put to 

death; their blood will be on their own heads. 12 "'If a man sleeps with his daughter-in-law, both of them 

must be put to death. What they have done is a perversion; their blood will be on their own heads. 13 "'If a 

man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put 

to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 14 "'If a man marries both a woman and her mother, it is 

wicked. Both he and they must be burned in the fire, so that no wickedness will be among you. 15 "'If a man 

has sexual relations with an animal, he must be put to death, and you must kill the animal. 16 "'If a woman 

approaches an animal to have sexual relations with it, kill both the woman and the animal. They must be 

put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 17 "'If a man marries his sister, the daughter of either 

his father or his mother, and they have sexual relations, it is a disgrace. They must be cut off before the 

eyes of their people. He has dishonored his sister and will be held responsible. 18 "'If a man lies with a 

woman during her monthly period and has sexual relations with her, he has exposed the source of her flow, 

and she has also uncovered it. Both of them must be cut off from their people. 19 "'Do not have sexual 

relations with the sister of either your mother or your father, for that would dishonor a close relative; both 

of you would be held responsible. 20 "'If a man sleeps with his aunt, he has dishonored his uncle. They will 

be held responsible; they will die childless. 21 "'If a man marries his brother's wife, it is an act of impurity; 

he has dishonored his brother. They will be childless. 22 "'Keep all my decrees and laws and follow them, 

so that the land where I am bringing you to live may not vomit you out. 23 You must not live according to 

the customs of the nations I am going to drive out before you. Because they did all these things, I abhorred 

them. 24 But I said to you, "You will possess their land; I will give it to you as an inheritance, a land 

flowing with milk and honey." I am the LORD your God, who has set you apart from the nations. 25 "'You 

must therefore make a distinction between clean and unclean animals and between unclean and clean 

birds. Do not defile yourselves by any animal or bird or anything that moves along the ground-- those 

which I have set apart as unclean for you. 26 You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I 

have set you apart from the nations to be my own. 27 "'A man or woman who is a medium or spiritist 

among you must be put to death. You are to stone them; their blood will be on their own heads.'" 
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Introduction 
 Leviticus 1-7 is about the kinds of offerings to be offered at the Tabernacle – this 

big tent that stood at the center of the Israelites’ camp as they traveled from Egypt to the 

Promised Land. 

 Leviticus 8-10 is about the priests who would work in this tent. 

 Leviticus 11-15 is about clean and unclean laws which regulated who got to go 

into this tent. 

 Leviticus 16 is about an annual ritual called the Day of Atonement which 

happened at the tent where the people’s sins were taken away and taken care of. 

 Then Leviticus 17 starts to get into some laws for governing how the Israelites, as 

the Lord’s people, were to order their lives.  Leviticus 17 was about worshipping alone 

the One who could atone.  No idol worship.  No religious mish-mashing.  No other gods. 

 Leviticus 18 then got into sexual ethics.  The Lord’s people are to swim upstream 

by submitting their sexuality to him… and they will find greater satisfaction in the end. 

 Leviticus 19, which Dave Johnson led us through last week, is a collection of 

various laws covering loving God rightly and loving your neighbor as yourself. 

 Now today we’re looking at Leviticus 20.  Leviticus 20 is doling out punishments.  

It takes up laws given in chs. 18 and 19 and attaches penalties to them.  There’s a name 

for this in the legal world.  Chapters 18 and 19 give us ‘apodictic laws’ – do this, do not 

do this.  Chapter 20 gives us what’s called ‘casuistic laws’ – if you do this, then this will 

happen.  Breaking God’s law has consequences.  That’s the first thing everyone here 

today needs to see. 

 We live in a moral universe.  Albert Einstein said the theory of relativity refers to 

physics, not morals.  There is right and wrong.  And making wrong choices results in 

negative consequences.  Denying this and saying that everything is relative just doesn’t 

work.  Disregarding a red light will hurt.  Having an affair will not solve all your 

problems; it will create more.  There is s a God of justice.  But the message of 

Christianity, of the Bible, is not just morality; it’s not turning your life around, being 

better.  It’s a message that there is right and wrong, wrong deserves punishment, but that 

God himself became a human being and suffered the ultimate punishment on the cross for 

all of those who would stop trying to be good enough and simply believe. 

 That’s what this is all about.  It’s about Jesus, living the good life that we should 

but can’t and taking the punishment we deserve in our place.  It’s not about how we’re 

better than other people.  We’re all screwed up.  I saw a quote from the president of a 

seminary this week saying, “Every human being north of puberty is a pervert.”  In other 

words, we’re all messed up.  And that alone is bad news. 

But there is Good News.  There is a Savior – Jesus Christ – who can take your 

record of wrongs and bear the punishment for you.  You don’t have to pretend you’re not 

a pervert.  You don’t have to try to re-write the laws to normalize your perversions.  You 

can admit your idolatry and sin and turn to Jesus and you will be rescued from the 

coming wrath.  That’s the gospel, the Good News of Christianity. 

 So I want to get that out there before we look any further into this chapter.  You 

see: the people addressed in Leviticus 20 had essentially done that.  They had already 

been saved from God’s judgment by God’s grace.  They were his people.  Now they were 

being told how to live as God’s people.  Not to become God’s people, but as God’s 

people.  Not because they have to, but because they get to. 
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 The word for this is ‘holiness’.  God’s redeemed people were to be holy in 

response to God’s grace shown to them, and in light of God’s glory and character 

revealed to them, and powered by the promises of God’s future reward given to them.  If 

you’re a Christian, you’ve put all you faith in Christ taking your punishment and giving 

you his perfect record of righteousness that will not fail to open to you the gates of 

eternal Paradise one day… if that’s you today then you will desire to be holy. 

One biblical scholar has noted, “In the Old Testament as in the New Testament, a 

love for holiness and a desire to obey God are evidences of spiritual life.”
1
  We see it here 

in ch. 20.  Look at vv. 7-8 and 22-26.  These are exhortations to the Lord’s people to be 

holy: 

 

Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God.  

Keep my decrees and follow them.  I am the LORD, who makes you holy 

[I’ve swooped in and set you apart and dwell among you]. (vv. 7-8) 

 

You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set 

you apart from the nations to be my own. (v. 26) 

 

Do you see it?  God has made these people his very own, his prized possession, his 

adopted children.  If they recognize that they will naturally want to reflect him, be like 

him, imitate him however they can. 

And it’s the same thing in the NT.  In fact, “be holy because I am holy” is 

repeated in 1 Peter 1:16.  And 2 Timothy 1:9 says God “has saved us and called us to a 

holy life – not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and 

grace.”  So it’s not mere morality; it’s gospel.  And then God’s grace engenders holiness.  

G.C. Berkouwer, a Dutch theologian of the previous century, put it this way – “If faith 

will but lift its blossoms to catch the sunlight of God’s grace, the fruit will be a life 

imbued with holiness.”
2
 

 And by the way, holiness doesn’t mean a ‘holier-than-thou’ attitude because 

holiness encompasses character traits like humility, kindness, compassion, graciousness, 

patience.  Jonathan Edwards remarked, “We drink in strange notions of holiness from our 

childhood, as if it were a melancholy, morose, sour, and unpleasant thing; but there is 

nothing in it but what is sweet and ravishingly lovely.”
3
  Remember that quote I gave 

from C.S. Lewis at the very beginning of Leviticus?  “How little people know who think 

that holiness is dull.  When one meets the real thing…  it is irresistible.”
4
  It’s who you 

were made to be; it’s what you really want to be if you’ve been saved. 

 So by way of introduction, I brought you up to speed on Leviticus and I said this 

chapter is spelling out repercussions, punishments for breaking certain laws given in chs. 

18 and 19.  The first thing this should make us do is realize we live in a moral universe 

where actions have consequences.  And the way to respond to this is not to rush towards 

trying really hard to do good and stop doing bad.  It’s to look to Jesus – a glorious Savior 

who has done everything for us.  And then those who have are expected to be different, to 

be holy.  As we gaze upon his glory in the gospel we are transformed.  If you’re a 

Christian, God has saved you and made you his own and the great joy of the Christian life 

is (with the pressure off) beginning to resemble him more and more and walking in the 

light of his grace. 
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 Now Leviticus ch. 20 addresses two major aspects of this life of holiness.  We’ve 

kind of already pointed these out, but we’ll try to look at them from new angles today.  

They are God and family or spirituality and society.  Remember: ch. 17 was about 

idolatry and worshipping God alone; ch. 18 was about sexual laws that ordered family 

life.  Spirituality and society.  In ch. 19 Dave broke it down into laws that expressed 

loving God and laws that expressed loving your neighbor, part of which dealt with family 

relationships.  Ch. 20 covers these two areas with its casuistic laws (laws that tell us the 

corresponding punishment).  We’ll look at it together and in short what we will see is just 

this: Holiness means a different attitude towards sin, spirituality, and society. 

  

Let’s pray… 
 

Sin 

 Before we go any further and get into God and family/spirituality and society, 

there’s probably one question lurking in the back of your minds that we have to deal 

with.  And that is: Put to death a child who curses his mom or dad?  The death penalty 

for adultery?  Granted, these things represent blatant, brazen disregard of God, but are 

we supposed to stone people like that?  This seems a bit harsh or barbaric for our day and 

age. 

 But yeah, that’s the penalty given for many of these offenses (not all, but certain 

ones).  For example: v. 14 – “If a man marries both a woman and her mother, it is 

wicked.  Both he and they must be burned in the fire, so that no wickedness will be 

among you.”  What do we do with that? 

 And here’s the answer.  It actually is quite simple.  In the OT, the Lord’s people 

were a state.  Israel was a theocracy.  And so these laws were civil laws too.  God’s 

people then were a nation based upon one religion.  That was a unique situation for a 

particular time.  It’s not the case anymore.  With the coming of Christ we see very clearly 

that God’s people, the inhabitants of his kingdom, are not a political body.  Jesus didn’t 

lead a holy war against Rome to reinstitute the theocracy.  His kingdom is not of this 

world (Jn. 18:36).  And so the church exists within and among and alongside the 

kingdoms of this world, not seeking to take over the civil government.  And so there’s 

America and Canada and there are churches in both of them, but there’s not Christianada 

– some place somewhere for the Lord’s people to live by themselves.  That’s what freaks 

out a lot of people in our city today: they think Christians are trying to take over the 

country.  Some are (unfortunately), but that’s not what Christianity is really about. 

 So what this means is that since the Lord’s people are no longer a civil state, the 

death penalty no longer applies.  But there is a way in which this concept carries over.  

What is it?  Church discipline.  Look at v. 11 – “If a man sleeps with his father’s wife, he 

has dishonored his father.  Both the man and the woman must be put to death; their blood 

will be on their own heads.”  Now turn to 1 Corinthians 5.  1 Corinthians 5 is describing 

in the NT just this kind of scenario.  “It is actually reported,” Paul writes to the church in 

Corinth, “that there is sexual immorality among you… A man has his father’s wife.” 

 It seems to be an instance of brash, unrepentant determination to live in this way 

by a man who is ostensibly part of the Lord’s people – the church.  And what is Paul’s 

admonition to the community?  Put him to death?  No.  Outrage?  Yes, but with grief, not 

self-righteous pride.  And the punishment?  The punishment is: “Put out of your 
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fellowship the man who did this.”  The chapter ends: “Expel the wicked man from among 

you.” 

This is church discipline.  If persistent, unrepentant, serious sin occurs within the 

church, then after a process of warning and pleading, the offender is to be taken off of the 

membership roll and disallowed to eat at the Lord’s Table.  In other words, the church is 

to use its God-given authority (Mt. 18:18) to take their designation that This is one of us 

off of that person and they are to be viewed as a pagan they never really got the gospel.  

They may get it in the future!  And that is the prayer.  But at this point it appears they 

have not. 

 Paul is very clear that this is just for people who call themselves ‘brother’ or 

‘sister’, that is: someone who is identified with the people of God.  They are to be judged 

by being officially removed from the people of God, the church, in hope that the person 

would still repent!  But notice he says this does not at all apply to the people of this world 

who are immoral or idolaters; “in that case you would have to leave this world” and that’s 

not what Christians are supposed to do.  Christians are to be in the world, loving and 

rubbing shoulders with those of other faiths and lifestyles.  But there is to be a clear 

distinction between the church and the world, and those inside the church are to be holy, 

again with the attractive, winsome kind of holiness, not the stodgy, anal kind. 

 So that’s the NT application of this.  The death penalty is replaced by 

excommunication.  The point we should take away from this is this: Christians should 

have a different attitude towards sin… sin is serious.  It’s not a light thing.  The world 

doesn’t consistently view sin seriously.  Whatever you want to do with your life.  But in 

the church we take sin seriously. 

Jonathan Edwards in his Religious Affections described what it’s like to be 

growing in grace.  He said it involves “the diminishing of the fear of hell, with an 

increase of the fear of sin.”
5
  As you grow as a Christian you get greater assurance of 

your salvation by sheer grace – hell is off the table!  Jesus took all your punishment.  But 

now you actually hate sin… your remaining indwelling sin… it put Jesus on the cross… 

it doesn’t satisfy.  You have a desire to root it out of your heart.   “The diminishing of the 

fear of hell, with an increase of the fear of sin.”  I was reminded recently of the pithy 

phrase from the Puritan John Owen – “Be killing sin or it will be killing you.”
6
 

I can see it work this way in my own heart and I’ve seen it replayed over and over 

again in other people’s lives.  If there is no taking of sin seriously, no seeking to address 

it, a complacency towards it, then there is a hardening of the heart that sets in.  And over 

time you end up doing things that you would never think you’d do now.  And it does not 

lead to a good place. 

And in taking sin seriously, we’re not just talking about ‘big’, obvious things like 

incest but also sins of pride, apathy, anger, cynicism, control, gossip, selfishness, etc… 

And in killing sin we’re not talking about about mere moral effort/try harder/be 

more disciplined – that’s a melancholy, morose, sour, and unpleasant thing.  But rather 

the Bible has in mind routine repentance and faith in the gospel, coming to the cross 

humbled and accepted – that is a joyful thing. 

And in this work of killing sin we’re not just talking about a private self-

improvement project.  It’s a communal endeavor.  Christian growth is a group project.  

Look at v. 4.  “If the people of the community close their eyes when that man gives one 

of his children to Molech and they fail to put him to death, I will set my face against that 
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man and his family…”  We’re all bound up in this together.  Back in 19:17 it said, 

“Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt.”  It’s so much easier for 

everyone to stay out of everyone else’s business… even in the church.  But this is saying 

that in the church your business is my business and vice versa.  It’s uncomfortable having 

hard conversations, but if you see something and say nothing you are sinning too.  It’s not 

love.  We cannot close our eyes to sin in our lives or others’ lives in the church. 

Jesus said, “[Watch out for each other.]  If your brother sins, rebuke him, and 

[here’s the key] if he repents, forgive him.  If he sins against you seven times in a day, 

and seven times comes back to you and says, ‘I repent,’ forgive him” (Lk. 17:3-4).  

Grace, the gospel has to smother the whole thing.  I’m also reminded of Hebrews 3:12-13 

– “See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 

from the living God.  But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so 

that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.”  What a great verse… in 

theory… hard to put into practice, but so necessary. 

We can’t close our eyes to sin.  We must take it seriously.  Within the church we 

are to be people who are helping each other see our sins (not the legalistic rules of man’s 

traditions, but genuinely sinful attitudes and behaviors) and then not rubbing people’s 

noses in them in shame, but directing their eyes to God’s soul captivating, heart-

changing, desire satisfying GRACE in Christ.  Now that’s a whole different attitude 

towards sin, isn’t it? 

 

Spirituality 

 Okay, next let’s look at how holiness means a different attitude towards 

spirituality.  Let’s look at an outline of this passage: 

 

Intro (v. 1) 

Punishments for Sins against God (vv. 2-6) 

Exhortation to Holiness (vv. 7-8) 

Punishments for Sins against Family (vv. 9-21) 

Exhortation to Holiness (vv. 22-26) 

Punishments for Sins against God (v. 27) 

 

 So this chapter is organized like a sandwich.  Holiness is the special sauce that 

flavors it all.  Sins against family life are the meat.  And the buns enclosing everything 

are sins against God. 

 It’s interesting that in other ancient Near Eastern law codes the highest penalties 

were usually applied to crimes of economic loss.  That’s not how it is with the Lord’s 

people.  The harshest punishments were reserved for the most sacred things – God and 

family.  I’m referring to this first category as spirituality. 

 Let’s look briefly at the kind of spirituality described in vv. 2-6 and 27.  We’ve 

already seen the despicable act of child sacrifice to Molech in ch. 18.  The Israelites were 

to stay far away from that and ch. 20 is here to put teeth into it.  What does this translate 

to for us today?  It’s the temptation towards smorgasbord spirituality.  The Israelites had 

the LORD and the Tabernacle, but they also got into the Ammonite thing a little.  There’s 

definitely a trend these days to grab a little here, incorporate a little from there.  But the 

Bible calls for God’s people to have a unified life centered exclusively around the Lord. 
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 Then there are the mediums and spiritists.  Verse 6 is talking about those who 

visit them and v. 27 is talking about those who become them.  What was this?  It was a 

form of folk religion that’s very much with us still today.  It doesn’t subscribe to a 

historic creed or have unified external forms.  It’s just vague spirituality and superstition.  

It’s self-directed and highly subjective and it can get a little wacky.  It’s Oprah.  It’s 

horoscopes in the paper.  It’s the tarot card shop down the street.  It’s connecting to the 

impersonal Spirit-Realm.  And it’s an affront to the Lord because it goes around a 

relationship with him and looks to a Magic 8 Ball.  It circumvents a Person and tries to 

plug into an outlet.  It ignores the places where the personal God has said he will be and 

goes searching for somewhere to tap into Raw Power.  It’s being a spiritual person but 

not being into organized religion.  And it’s seen in the New Ager next door and the self-

professed Christian who’s isolated or jaded about the church and the substance of her 

spiritual life is “journaling every morning at [the] local Starbucks over a cinnamon 

scone.”
7
 

It is spiritual prostitution for the Lord’s people (vv. 5, 6).  Holiness means 

having a different attitude towards spirituality than the prevailing attitudes of our 

culture.  It means seeking to be faithful to one God for life and not whoring around.  It 

means worshipping him on his terms, the way he has revealed himself in Scripture not 

based upon your own (fallen) intuitions. 

 

Society 
 So a different attitude towards sin, spirituality, and finally society.  Verses 9-

21 describe punishments for sins against family.  I just want to focus in on v. 9 and 

explore it from perhaps a different angle than you have thought about it before.  Verses 

10-21 are about sexual boundaries that essentially guard the traditional family as the 

basic building block of society.  I’m not going to go into all them here because I covered 

them already in ch. 18.  That sermon in audio and manuscript format is posted online; 

you can check it out there. 

 But what do we make of the strict injunction in v. 9 that’s put on cursing one’s 

parents?  19:3 said, “Each of you must respect his mother and father.”  It is after all one 

the Ten Commandments – “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long 

in the land the LORD your God is giving you” (Ex. 20:12; Dt. 5:16) – repeated in the NT 

(i.e. Eph. 6:2).  [I guess this is turning out to be somewhat of a Father’s Day sermon after 

all]  This concept seems to be a very big deal in God’s eyes. 

 But I have to admit I don’t really think about it that much, except when 

disciplining my kids.  But that’s just it.  I think of this commandment as primarily 

concerning little toddlers who don’t come right away, all the way, with a happy heart to 

dinner when they’re called.  But in Matthew 15:4 we see Jesus quoting the fifth 

commandment and Leviticus 20:9 –“Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put 

to death.”  And he applies it to grown adults seeking sneaky ways of avoiding giving 

money to their parents.  So Jesus assumes that this commandment to honor your parents 

applies beyond pre-school or even high school. 

 With this in mind I want to take you to two places where Paul is addressing 

societal sins.  The first is Romans 1:18ff.  You can turn there if you want.  We looked at 

it briefly when we were in Leviticus 18.  We noticed how messed up spirituality led to 

messed up sexuality.  But then notice the description of what comes next.  “He gave them 
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over to a depraved mind… they have become filled with every kind of wickedness… 

[and then in v. 30 it says] they disobey their parents.”  Now look at 2 Timothy 3.  Paul is 

describing where a culture slides to if left to itself.  “People will be lovers of themselves, 

lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents…” 

Okay, so what?  So follow me.  Here’s how I want to apply it to us today.  This 

propensity has always been around but think about the last 200 years of American 

society.  I would never make the argument that America was or should be a ‘Christian 

nation’, but historians do agree that the 1800s was “the heyday of evangelical 

Protestantism.”
8
  These kinds of things are complicated and I’m painting with broad 

brush strokes, but the facts are that in 1820 there was one church for every 875 

Americans but through aggressive church planting by 1900 there was 1 church for every 

430 people in the U.S.
9
  In 1776 only 17% of the U.S. population were ‘religious 

adherents’.  After a century of revivals and church planting that number rose to 53% in 

1916.
10

 

But the twentieth century saw great changes.  It started with an erosion of 

theology that had been going on for awhile but came to a head at the turn of the century 

with a wide scale accommodation to Modernism.  Theological liberalism crept into the 

seminaries and other institutions – messed up spirituality.  This combined with other 

factors led to a dilution of biblical Christianity and a loss of its influence on the culture.  

Then what followed the corruption of spirituality was the sexual revolution – premarital 

sex, no fault divorce, and now the normalization of various other sexual behaviors, right?  

It makes perfect sense. 

And then, here is what I want to highlight: in the second half of the twentieth 

century something new began to happen – sociologists drew sharp lines between 

generations.  So you have the Baby Boomers (born 1946-1964), then Gen X (1965-1979), 

then the Millennials (1980-2000).  Each generation is a distinct demographic with 

massive differences from the previous generations.  As far as I can tell, this kind of large 

scale generational differentiation is a new thing.  For the most part, before the 20
th

 

century things didn’t change that fast.  You could assume that your life would be 

basically the same as your grandparents and parents and your kids’ lives and grandkids’ 

lives would look basically like yours.  And you would all live together. 

But now that’s no longer the case.  And the fragmentation is getting even more 

acute.  Have you seen the commercials for AT&T U-verse where the 12 year olds at odds 

with the 8 years olds – “Look at them kids; they have no idea what it was like before U-

verse high speed internet…”
11

  “Back in the day, we didn’t have the U-verse wireless 

receiver; the TV stayed in one place…”
12

  Leviticus 19:32 says, “Rise in the presence of 

the aged, show respect for the elderly,” but we live in a youth culture where the 

generations war against each other.  And so I want to ask, “Could the sin being described 

in v. 9 be applied societally to generational conflicts?” 

And here’s my question for us, “How much have we, as the Lord’s people, bought 

right into this whole way of thinking, this attitude?  What does honoring your father and 

mother mean for a church with no one over 50?”  Again, I know there are all kinds of 

factors, one of them being that Boomers by and large don’t live in the city.  But maybe 

this is a better question: if you come from a Christian home, would you go to your 

parents’ church?  Why or why not?  Sunday morning from 10:00 to 11:00 may be 

becoming the most age segregated hour in America now.  Churches define themselves 



9 

based upon their generational demographic.  There are all kinds of books out there about 

the need to overhaul the church to reach the next generation.  There is great generational 

conflict among the Lord’s people. 

And it just starts to get silly.  We’ve had empty nesters come and think our church 

wasn’t for them because it was all young people.  And then we have college students 

come and think this is that church for old people.  The 25 year olds don’t feel like they fit 

in with the 30 year olds.  I think this is a problem.  Why do we think we know it all?  

Why do we demand the church be reinvented to fit our fads?  It seems, biblically, that 

Christianity is a faith once for all delivered to the saints (Jd. 1:3) and passed on from one 

generation to the next (145:4). 

I read one person remark recently, “I am glad my children grew up in churches 

with a spread of ages, where they were familiar from infancy with the awesome power of 

the aging process to reduce seemingly immortal frames to frail impotence.   Churches 

which do not acknowledge or understand that process have drunk deeply of the spirit of 

this present age.”
13

  And as someone has said, “Whoever marries the spirit of this age will 

find himself a widower in the next.”
14

  For as someone else said, “To be always relevant, 

you have to say things which are eternal.”
15

  I think there is stuff here that all of us need 

to search our hearts on and repent of and continue talking about. 

 

Conclusion 
 Disobedient to parents… lovers of Self… it’s a societal problem.  And it stems 

from a spiritual problem.  One commentator writing about Leviticus 20 says, “A simple 

exhortation to shun evil and do good will not be sufficient if the religious beliefs that 

allow them are not corrected.”
16

  It’s the principle that you can’t just tell people to keep 

their pants on, you have to go after the heart.  We can’t just call next Sunday, ‘Bring a 

Baby Boomer to Church Day’.  We need to examine the ways that our worship of God 

has been corrupted by our culture.  We are not God-centered in our attitudes. 

 And the only way that will happen is if we take our sin seriously, repent of it, and 

gather together around the cross, marveling at a God who would take our flesh to take our 

sin and atone for it with his own blood.  “The glory of the gospel message,” writes one 

observer of Leviticus 20, “is that forgiveness comes because the Savior has taken on 

himself the death penalty for all sins.”
17

 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 The Lord’s Table is designed to give us just such an opportunity… 

 

Benediction 
“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole 

spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1Thess. 

5:23). 

 

 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, June 16, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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