
This sermon is printed and distributed as part of the ongoing ministry of Immanuel Baptist Church 

From The Pulpit Of 
 

 
 

Various Laws 

 

No. 17 Leviticus 19 June 9, 2013 

Series: Leviticus  Dave Johnson 

 

Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: 'Be holy because I, the 

LORD your God, am holy. 3 "'Each of you must respect his mother and father, and you must observe my 

Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God. 4 "'Do not turn to idols or make gods of cast metal for yourselves. I 

am the LORD your God. 5 "'When you sacrifice a fellowship offering to the LORD, sacrifice it in such a 

way that it will be accepted on your behalf. 6 It shall be eaten on the day you sacrifice it or on the next day; 

anything left over until the third day must be burned up. 7 If any of it is eaten on the third day, it is impure 

and will not be accepted. 8 Whoever eats it will be held responsible because he has desecrated what is holy 

to the LORD; that person must be cut off from his people. 9 "'When you reap the harvest of your land, do 

not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 Do not go over your 

vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am 

the LORD your God. 11 "'Do not steal. "'Do not lie. "'Do not deceive one another. 12 "'Do not swear 

falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the LORD. 13 "'Do not defraud your 

neighbor or rob him. "'Do not hold back the wages of a hired man overnight. 14 "'Do not curse the deaf or 

put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your God. I am the LORD. 15 "'Do not pervert justice; 

do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. 16 "'Do not go 

about spreading slander among your people. "'Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor's life. I 

am the LORD. 17 "'Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not 

share in his guilt. 18 "'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your 

neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. 19 "'Keep my decrees. "'Do not mate different kinds of animals. "'Do 

not plant your field with two kinds of seed. "'Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material. 20 "'If a 

man sleeps with a woman who is a slave girl promised to another man but who has not been ransomed or 

given her freedom, there must be due punishment. Yet they are not to be put to death, because she had not 

been freed. 21 The man, however, must bring a ram to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting for a guilt 

offering to the LORD. 22 With the ram of the guilt offering the priest is to make atonement for him before 

the LORD for the sin he has committed, and his sin will be forgiven. 23 "'When you enter the land and 

plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit as forbidden. For three years you are to consider it forbidden; it 

must not be eaten. 24 In the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering of praise to the LORD. 25 But 

in the fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way your harvest will be increased. I am the LORD your God. 

26 "'Do not eat any meat with the blood still in it. "'Do not practice divination or sorcery. 27 "'Do not cut 

the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges of your beard. 28 "'Do not cut your bodies for the 

dead or put tattoo marks on yourselves. I am the LORD. 29 "'Do not degrade your daughter by making her 

a prostitute, or the land will turn to prostitution and be filled with wickedness. 30 "'Observe my Sabbaths 

and have reverence for my sanctuary. I am the LORD. 31 "'Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, 

for you will be defiled by them. I am the LORD your God. 32 "'Rise in the presence of the aged, show 

respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the LORD. 33 "'When an alien lives with you in your 

land, do not mistreat him. 34 The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born. Love 

him as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt. I am the LORD your God. 35 "'Do not use dishonest 

standards when measuring length, weight or quantity. 36 Use honest scales and honest weights, an honest 
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ephah and an honest hin. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt. 37 "'Keep all my 

decrees and all my laws and follow them. I am the LORD.'" 

 

Introduction 
Good Morning!  It is good to be back with you here at IBC.  As you have already 

heard we will be in Leviticus 19 this morning so if you have not already turned in your 

Bibles to that passage I would encourage you to do that now. 

Leviticus 19 has been said by some to be one of the most practical guides in the 

OT as to how to live a life of holiness.  It is like the book of James in the OT, it gets to 

the point of living out God’s commands.  The reason why this is said about this chapter is 

mainly because of the presence of all Ten Commandments in the chapter.  In this speech 

to the people Moses is laying out how each one of these laws apply to daily living. This is 

holiness, this is living the way that God intended us to live, these are the morals that we 

need to apply to our hearts and actions because this is how God acts. 

Sadly today the Bible and its view of right and wrong are under severe attack…as 

they have always been.  Richard Dawkins in his book The God Delusion focuses much of 

his arguments against the existence of God on the subject of morality.  He says we do not 

need religion to be good.  Instead, our morality has a Darwinian explanation: altruistic 

genes (genes that make us show unselfish concern for the welfare of others), selected 

through the process of evolution, give people natural empathy.  He asks, “Would you 

commit murder, rape or robbery if you knew that no God existed?”  He argues that very 

few people would answer “Yes,” undermining the claim that religion is needed to make 

us behave morally. 

In support of this view, he surveys the history of morality, arguing that there is a 

moral Zeitgeist (time spirit) that continually evolves in society, generally progressing 

toward liberalism.  As it progresses, this moral consensus influences how religious 

leaders interpret their holy writings.  Thus, Dawkins states, morality does not originate 

from the Bible, rather our moral progress informs what part of the Bible Christians accept 

and what they now dismiss.  The latter part of this statement is sadly very true about the 

Christian church as a whole.  We have begun to change our beliefs and allow the culture 

to interpret how we read the Bible. 

But are Dawkins and Darwin right about their understanding of morality?  Is this 

simply a chemical process in our brains?  Or has God spoken to us through the Bible 

about how life should be lived? It seems that if the former is true then morality is 

subjective to society and my own interpretation. If morality is subjective then our sinful 

hearts will take us to depths we don’t not want to go to. When the blind lead the blind 

they both wind up in a ditch said Jesus. I am here to tell you today that these men are 

wrong about the origin of morality for God has spoken and he has told us how to live a 

right and moral life. 

Often we lose sight of the amazing truths that the laws of the OT hold for our 

lives because we either do not understand how they apply or we have allowed the culture 

around us to interpret them for us.  I hope that this morning we will walk away 

challenged by the book of Leviticus and what it has to say about how we live our lives. 

God has commanded us, as 1 Peter 1:16 quotes this passage, to be holy as he is holy. 

Therefore let us live our lives in the holiness that God intended, let us live the way he 

designed us to be so that we may be satisfied in him and he may be glorified in us. 
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Jesus said, in Matt. 22 when questioned about the greatest of the commandments, 

that two greatest commandments are to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and 

strength and to love you neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all 

the Law and the Prophets….the whole OT.  As we look at this chapter I believe the best 

way to approach it is through this lens.  Many have tried to separate out this text into 

successive sections but I felt as I was studying this that those divisions seemed to be 

forced onto the text.  So coming at this from the lens of what Jesus said to the Pharisees 

where they questioned him about the greatest commandment seems to be a practical as 

well as theological approach to this text because we use the NT to understand the OT. 

We will first look at the verses that deal with loving God rightly and then at the 

verses that deal with loving your neighbor.  So let’s dive in. 

 

Live Holy Lives 

We see in verses 1 & 2 that God has commanded that Moses should address the 

people and tell them how they should live.  This call is to live our lives holy for God is 

holy – implying that we should be like God.  This is the standard that is set and the bar is 

at the highest point that it can reach. 

This holiness is synonymous with righteousness, living rightly, even perfection.  

Perfection may be the better word to use in our culture since holiness and righteousness 

have a mystical religious tinge to them today. This perfection is a standard that we are 

unable to meet according to the NT.  Romans 3 says that there is none righteous not even 

one.  Because of our broken state as human beings we are unable to fulfill the 

requirements of holiness. 

So why do we even need to listen to this if we cannot even follow what it says?  If 

you are not a Christian and you have come here today to learn more Christianity or you 

were invited by a friend we are so glad you are here. I want you to know the importance 

of this high standard of perfection is made so that we could live the best way possible, the 

way God intended us to live. But most importantly he wants us to be with him and dwell 

in his presence. He knows that we need him in order to meet this standard and this is why 

Jesus lived a perfect life, suffered, died on a cross, and was resurrected on the third day. 

He did this so that he could give us his perfection and take away our sin.  

Dear Christian friend we have been freed to live this life of holiness by our faith 

in Christ. Jesus lived out this high standard of perfection when he came to earth and then 

he laid down that life to pay for our failure to obey and gave us his righteousness, his 

perfect life was transferred to us when we placed our trust in him.  He gave us his holy 

life and died for our sinful life, which is why it is such good news. 

We now stand before God as holy, but does that mean I don’t need to live out 

these laws?  That is the wrong way of thinking about it… now I get to live them out.  

Because of our salvation the weight of this standard of perfection has been lifted, we no 

longer have to strive to be right before God because we are right before God because of 

Jesus. Now we have empowered by God, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit to live 

out this high standard, to strive after holiness as a privilege rather than a requirement. For 

in these laws that teach us about holiness we find what life is all about, we find 

satisfaction, fulfillment, and joy.  David said of the Law in Psalm 19: 

 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 
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reviving the soul; 

the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

making wise the simple; 

the precepts of the Lord are right, 

rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the Lord is pure, 

enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the Lord is clean, 

enduring forever; 

the rules of the Lord are true, 

and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, 

even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey 

and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 

in keeping them there is great reward. 

 

To live a holy life is a blessed thing to do.  Hertz in his commentary on Leviticus 

put it like this, “Holiness is thus not an abstract or mystic idea, but rather a regulative 

principle in the everyday life of men and women.  Holiness is thus attained not by flight 

from the world, nor by monk-like renunciation of human relationships of family or 

station, but by the spirit in which we fulfill the obligations of life’s simplest and most 

common details; in this way – by doing justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with 

our God – is everyday life transfigured.”  I mention this because I believe that Hertz is 

getting at the way our minds go when we hear this word “holiness.”  It is not some 

mystical thing but rather the pattern I should live my life by.  When he says ‘regulative 

principle’ he means that I regulate my life by these laws.  I must think of them as David, 

not like a monk. 

Let us look then at chapter 19 through the lens of the two greatest 

commandments. I will state them this way: Love God rightly and love others rightly. 

 

Love God Rightly 

Verses 3-4 begin the explanation of loving God by dealing with commandments 

2, 4, and 5 in reverse order.  Honor your mother and father leads off the charge by 

highlighting the place that they have in an individual’s life in Jewish culture.  Parents 

were like God to their children.  To disobey them brought a sentence of death.  So even 

though this commandment is about others it has the overarching principle about 

following the authority that God has placed in your life and therefore ultimately leads to 

honoring and revering God himself. 

Next the commandment about keeping the Sabbaths is referenced.  This was the 

sign of the Sinai Covenant stated in Deuteronomy 5:12.  The passage in Deuteronomy 5 

points the people of Israel back to the salvation from Egypt which makes it a prophetic 

symbol since the exodus points to the cross and is the clearest foreshadowing of NT 

salvation in the OT.  It also points to the hope that God was going to restore his rule over 

creation and bring things back to a state of rest as he did at the beginning.  This is what 
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Jesus has done, the author of Hebrews explains, by his sacrifice and resurrection.  Jesus 

has won the victory and sin and death are conquered and now our labors that were given 

to us by the curse are completed and we no longer live under that curse.  However the 

principle of giving rest to labor by trusting God with your time is a good and worthy 

display of our faith.  So Israel was to keep the Sabbaths as a sign of the coming work of 

Christ.  The fourth commandment is referenced again in verse 30 as well. 

This first charge ends with the second commandment being applied specifically to 

using metal…no matter what you use don’t make idols.  It was a reverse of the creation 

order itself for man to make an image to worship since we are the image bearers.  These 

three commandments were the appropriate place to start this practical application of 

holiness because they hit the major places in the life of the Jews.  They were to give their 

allegiance only to God, remember the covenant that he made with them, and live out their 

commitment in the home. These steps would bring vitality to the spiritual life of the 

nation. 

The next thing Moses addresses pertaining to rightly loving God is the peace 

offering.  This offering was explained in great detail for the priest in Leviticus 7 but here 

the average person is the target of the explanation so it is not as complex.  This was the 

one sacrifice that the people actually were able to participate in and it was the 

culmination of having done the other sacrifices right.  This was the offering that each 

person could partake of along with the priest and God himself.  It is also called the 

fellowship offering.  It was an offering of worship and was a claim of peace with God.  

The warnings about eating this offering in a wrong manner are reiterated.  This was a big 

deal, to do it wrong meant being cut off from the congregation.  It was like a death 

sentence in the wilderness.  Yet this offering was such a special one for the people 

because, in a sense, they were getting to eat with God in peace.  It was a foreshadowing 

of the Lord’s Supper and of the supper of the Lamb in Revelation. 

The third commandment comes up in verse twelve as he speaks to them about 

how to speak truthfully to others.  More than likely they were swearing by God’s name 

and therefore profaning him with their lies but of course this commandment also is lived 

out by being like God toward others.  It is a command that is focused on God’s name but 

is lived out by how you treat others and interact with them. 

Verses 21-22 deal with loving God rightly by directing those who have sinned in 

this way toward the sacrificial system in order to seek atonement for their sin.  As we 

have seen this system is in place to point them to the salvation that comes only from the 

Lord and ultimately through Christ. 

Verses 26-31 conclude the focus on loving God by making a sharp distinction 

between the way the people of God live and those who are outside of God’s camp.  Each 

one of these items were things that the pagan religions around them did.  From cutting 

themselves, cutting their beards a certain way, prostituting their daughters as temple 

prostitutes, fortune telling, or even seeking spiritual guidance from these people.  In the 

middle of the section he says remember the Sabbaths.  Pointing them again to the 

covenant with God that they had made at Sinai and the rest the future savior will bring. 

Each one these sections points to how the Israelites are to love God in their hearts 

and minds.  They are to be holy and separated because of their love and reverence for 

him.  Each section points to salvation alone comes from God.  



6 

So what does all this mean for me? The point that is displayed in this set of laws 

that are about our relationship with God is a total trust and faith in his salvation. We need 

him, we cannot live any of this out without him. We are to trust him (sabbath), enjoy his 

presence (peace offering), and be led by him and worship him alone (separation from 

other religions). 

Do you trust him? Does your life reflect a trust in him or in other things or people. 

When you’re in a pinch and can’t pay the bills do you trust him? When there is a 

potential to lose your job or maybe you lost it already do you trust him. My amount of 

anxiousness in my heart tells me the level I trust him. 

Do you enjoy his presence? Much more than those in Israel we are able to dwell 

with him all day long, do you enjoy it? 

Do you look to him to guide you or the trends of the world? When you have sa 

big decision to make who do you go to for advice? Are they giving you biblical advice or 

something else? This ties back into trust, especially when it comes to idols. What are you 

leaning on, finding enjoyment in that is other than God? 

 

Love Others Rightly 

The remaining verses that we have not addressed deal with their relationship with 

their neighbors, the second great commandment.  Verses 9-10 deal with caring for the 

poor and those outside of the people of Israel.  They were to leave them food to eat from 

their crops that they harvested.  This meant they would need to lose profits in order to 

care for their neighbors who did not have their own way of making profits. (help the 

poor) 

Verses 11-14 say they were to be honest with each other and not take advantage 

of one another in business practices, this is also mentioned in verses 35-36.  They were 

not to steal or withhold wages that someone had earned, nor should one have unjust 

balances which was how they traded with one another.  That would be like the grocery 

store setting all their scales to weigh 1lb for 3/4lb and charging you the 1lb price. (doing 

business well, car selling) 

As mentioned earlier the 3
rd

 commandment is stated here as a display of living out 

the name of the God they serve.  They were called by his name and they would profane it 

if they treated others falsely.  God is not deceptive but rather is the epitome of honesty 

and authenticity.  In personal relationships as well as in business they were to be honest. 

(living it out at work in the little things and the big ones) 

Verse 14 is shocking to us that he even had to say it but sadly how many of us 

look down on these people in our society and do not care for them as we should.  This is 

also a picture of deception. Care for the disabled, Chloe and CF) 

Verses 15-18 point to the truth to you treat your neighbor before others.  In court 

there is to be only righteous judgment without partiality shown to those who have 

different socio-economic status.  There is no place for partiality when it comes to justice 

and how wonderfully our media has messed us up on this one.  They twist a story so 

much that it is hard for the justice system to look objectively at a case that becomes high 

profile.  Justice does not depend on the status of a person or their personal plight but 

rather what is right and wrong.  He also says that we are not to slander others, again 

another issue in this politically charged world.  Coming from the conservative south 

where politics and religion are often time synonymous I was appalled at the way people 



7 

spoke about our president.  I may disagree with a certain political stance but to blast the 

person for thinking differently from me by slandering his name to anyone who will listen 

is not right.  

Verse 17 In the same way I not should not murder my neighbor in my heart, Jesus 

explains to us in the Sermon on the Mount that his command is about my thought life as 

much as it is about my actions.  And here in verse 17 we see why he said this, it is not 

simply a NT concept.  Love your neighbor as yourself.  This is the culmination of this 

whole section.  If we will just think about how we would want to be treated before we 

make a decision about how to deal with others we would get it right most of the time. 

Verse 20 This is a difficult verse but it seems that a man has slept with another 

man’s servant. It must have been consensual because it was not rape but only he was at 

fault because of her status as a slave. It was wrong because the man did not go and speak 

with the master and buy her out of her servant hood in order to marry her properly for 

often times marriage in the OT is attained through a sex. Either way this man was not 

handling the situation honorably and therefore had to go and offer s sacrifice to God. This 

brings into play a great point that needs to be understood, to not love your neighbor as 

yourself is missing the mark which is sin. 

But why is loving your neighbor as yourself right?  Because this is ultimately 

worship to God.  To break any of the commandments is to break the first one which is 

putting something else before God.  You see humans are made in his image and to treat 

them in any other fashion than the way God wants them to be treated is to make yourself 

God.  Anytime that we alter these laws and live contrary to them we have made ourselves 

the law giver.  How can the created thing become the Creator?  It cannot!  Therefore let 

us live lives in the holiness that God intended, let us live the way he designed us to be so 

that we may be satisfied and he may be glorified. 

 

Conclusion 

 So after all that practical stuff let’s bring it back to where we began because we 

have to live these things out with the right motive. The weight of the Law has been lifted 

by the transfer that happens at salvation. So if you are a Christian here today you can look 

at the law differently. When you hear all of these rules of how to live you can see them as 

something you get to strive for. These laws are meant for you to enjoy God and the way 

he designed you to live.  

 If you are a not a follower of Jesus these laws are still held against you and the 

requirement that God lays at your feet is to live them perfectly. But there is good News 

for you, Jesus has done the work for you, turn to him and trust him today. He longs to 

share this joy with you.  

 Brothers and sisters of the faith I implore you to strive after a walk with Christ. 

Your faith should produce work for faith without works is not true faith….James 2 
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