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Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'I am the LORD your God. 3 You must 

not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, 

where I am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. 4 You must obey my laws and be careful to follow 

my decrees. I am the LORD your God. 5 Keep my decrees and laws, for the man who obeys them will live 

by them. I am the LORD. 6 "'No one is to approach any close relative to have sexual relations. I am the 

LORD. 7 "'Do not dishonor your father by having sexual relations with your mother. She is your mother; 

do not have relations with her. 8 "'Do not have sexual relations with your father's wife; that would 

dishonor your father. 9 "'Do not have sexual relations with your sister, either your father's daughter or 

your mother's daughter, whether she was born in the same home or elsewhere. 10 "'Do not have sexual 

relations with your son's daughter or your daughter's daughter; that would dishonor you. 11 "'Do not have 

sexual relations with the daughter of your father's wife, born to your father; she is your sister. 12 "'Do not 

have sexual relations with your father's sister; she is your father's close relative. 13 "'Do not have sexual 

relations with your mother's sister, because she is your mother's close relative. 14 "'Do not dishonor your 

father's brother by approaching his wife to have sexual relations; she is your aunt. 15 "'Do not have sexual 

relations with your daughter-in-law. She is your son's wife; do not have relations with her. 16 "'Do not 

have sexual relations with your brother's wife; that would dishonor your brother. 17 "'Do not have sexual 

relations with both a woman and her daughter. Do not have sexual relations with either her son's daughter 

or her daughter's daughter; they are her close relatives. That is wickedness. 18 "'Do not take your wife's 

sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with her while your wife is living. 19 "'Do not approach a 

woman to have sexual relations during the uncleanness of her monthly period. 20 "'Do not have sexual 

relations with your neighbor's wife and defile yourself with her. 21 "'Do not give any of your children to be 

sacrificed to Molech, for you must not profane the name of your God. I am the LORD. 22 "'Do not lie with 

a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable. 23 "'Do not have sexual relations with an animal and 

defile yourself with it. A woman must not present herself to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that 

is a perversion. 24 "'Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the nations that I am 

going to drive out before you became defiled. 25 Even the land was defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and 

the land vomited out its inhabitants. 26 But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The native-born and 

the aliens living among you must not do any of these detestable things, 27 for all these things were done by 

the people who lived in the land before you, and the land became defiled. 28 And if you defile the land, it 

will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations that were before you. 29 "'Everyone who does any of these 

detestable things-- such persons must be cut off from their people. 30 Keep my requirements and do not 

follow any of the detestable customs that were practiced before you came and do not defile yourselves with 

them. I am the LORD your God.'" 

 

Introduction 
Ian McKellen is the actor who plays Gandalf in The Lord of the Rings movies and 

he is gay.  Whenever he stays in a hotel he looks for the Bible in the drawer and then rips 

out the page with Leviticus 18 on it – the chapter we’re looking at today.
1
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Some parts of the Bible are hard, aren’t they?  I’m sure all of us can attest to 

feeling embarrassed, confused, or downright offended by certain parts of the Bible.  

Sometimes there are sections we wish were not there. 

But if there is a personal God behind this world we find ourselves in, and if we’re 

ever going to know him, there has to be communication.  He must express himself.  And 

Christians throughout the ages have testified that he has expressed himself clearly and 

truthfully in Scripture – the written revelation of God to humanity.  Now if this is a real 

Person we’re dealing with and he has really revealed himself in Scripture then we should 

expect that he is going to say some things that contradict or surprise us.  Isn’t this the test 

of a real relationship with a real person – he or she does not always predictably agree 

with you?  Here’s how you know you’re dealing with a god of your own making, a make 

believe god – it always agrees with you.  Here’s how you know you’re dealing with the 

real God – he says things you don’t immediately like.  It’s what we should expect if he’s 

not just an extension of you projected up into the heavens. 

Today’s passage in Leviticus 18 is one of those that grates against contemporary 

popular opinion and runs counter to cultural trends.  It’s not politically correct.  In fact, it 

can seem oppressive, regressive, and unacceptable to us.  We may not like it, but we’re 

going to look at it in depth today.  I want to be clear that what I’m doing today is not 

giving a comprehensive exploration of sexual orientation from a Christian perspective.  

It’s not a lecture laying out a full social position on gay marriage.  It’s not a philosophical 

essay on what is love or a sociological/anthropological treatment of family.  I can’t do 

that here.  There are many resources out there that do that.  This is simply an exposition 

of the biblical text of Leviticus 18.  I hope you can appreciate it for what it is. 

So let’s look at Leviticus 18 together and, in short, what we’re going to see today 

from it is just this: the Lord’s people swim upstream by submitting their sexuality to 

him and they find greater satisfaction in the end. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Lord’s People 

 Let me just break down that sentence: the Lord’s people swim upstream by 

submitting their sexuality to him and they find greater satisfaction in the end.  The 

first thing to notice is that this passage is addressing the Lord’s people.  “The LORD said 

to Moses, ‘Speak to the Israelites and say to them…” (v. 1).  So this is directed primarily 

to those who identify as belonging to the Lord. 

There was a widely used and recognized custom from around the time period of 

Leviticus called the Hittite vassal treaty.  It went like this: a mighty king came to the 

rescue of a smaller people group.  As a result a document was drawn up.  The document 

always began by identifying the great and powerful suzerain.  Then it briefly recounted 

what he had done to save the people.  Then it laid out terms of a relationship that made 

the people a vassal of the larger superpower.  Finally, it contained blessings and curses 

based on whether the vassal state abided by the stipulations. 

 The Bible uses this literary form.  The Lord appeals to this cultural custom as an 

analogy.  It happens several places in the OT, but Leviticus 18 is a good example.  The 

Lord identifies himself as the Great King.  Then he references how he has rescued the 

Israelites from slavery in Egypt where they used to live.  Now they must keep his decrees 
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and laws (which he spells out).  And if they do, he promises them a good life in Canaan.  

And if they don’t, he threatens they will be vomited out of the land.  Can you kind of see 

those components here? 

 So what does this mean?  This is a covenant that the Lord makes with his people, 

as a result of them being his people, not in order for them to become his people.  He 

delivers them by grace and then gives his conditions.  I’m not saying that there is no 

universal morality, that there’s a right and wrong for Christians and a different right and 

wrong for non-Christians.  That’s not what I’m saying.  After all, the practices the 

Israelites are forbidden to do here were practiced by the nations that possessed the land 

before the Israelites, like the Amorites (cf. Gen. 15:16), and those peoples were punished 

for their actions.  So there are universal standards. 

What I am saying is that you can never follow certain moral standards in order to 

become part of God’s people.  That’s not the main message of Christianity – behave like 

us and then you can be one of us.  No, the message of Christianity is that we are all, on 

our own, enslaved and in need, and if you look to Jesus in faith you can be freed and 

forgiven and fully accepted by the Great King.  You become part of God’s people as a 

result of unconditional, one-sided grace.  Then once you’re part of God’s people there are 

certain expectations, but it’s not like fine print that makes some deal look good at first 

glance, but then you get yourself caught in trap (more on why in a moment). 

But see: the church has often allowed the main message that our culture hears to 

be our morality and we’ve been guilty of essentially holding out to people this concept of 

– “You need to change your behavior!”  Rather, it’s – “You need to relinquish your 

efforts to save yourself and fall back on the LORD’s mercy; he is able and willing to 

redeem you.” 

So this is the Lord talking to his people whom he has marvelously redeemed and 

rescued by grace.  And we need to keep that in mind. 

 

Swimming Upstream 
 Next, the Lord’s people swim upstream.  What the Lord expects of his people is 

counter cultural.  It goes against the grain.  It stands out.  We’ve said before that a major 

theme of Leviticus is holiness.  Holiness means ‘set apartness’.  It’s not doing as the 

world does.  Verse 3 – “You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and 

you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you.”  This theme 

is repeated throughout the chapter.  The Lord’s people are not to do as the world around 

them does. 

 We talked about this last week.  It’s a theme repeated throughout the Bible.  

James 1:27 – “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look 

after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the 

world.”  There is to be a distinction, a difference.  God’s people are to be unique.  Last 

week we talked about where that starts.  It starts with what you worship.  God’s people 

were to worship him alone.  They were to refrain from the idol worship all around them. 

 But what you worship translates eventually into what you practice.  And so today 

we get into some specific practices and those start off with sex.  Sex is such a big one.  

It’s such a huge part of our life.  And what God lays out for his people here is extremely 

counter-cultural.  He calls his people to swim upstream in regards to their sexuality.  C.S. 
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Lewis stated in the middle of the twentieth century what still holds true in the West 

today: 

 

Chastity is the most unpopular of the Christian virtues.  There is no getting 

away from it: the old Christian rule is, “Either marriage, with complete 

faithfulness to your partner, or else total abstinence.”  Now this is so 

difficult and contrary to our instincts, that obviously either Christianity is 

wrong or our sexual instinct, as it now is, has gone wrong.  One or the 

other.  Of course, being a Christian, I think it is the instinct which has 

gone wrong.
2
 

 

 We’ll look at more specifics in a little bit, but suffice it to say that “the 

foundational axiom of this chapter [is] …the principle that [sexual] relationships outside 

of [monogamous, heterosexual] marriage are illicit.”
3
  And the point here is that this very 

much goes against the tide.  It’s foreign and funny to the world.  It’s unusual and often 

ridiculed.  To be a Christian, to find your identity in belonging to the Lord, will mean 

being different from the world. 

 

Submission 
 But it’s not just non-conformity for non-conformity’s sake.  You don’t just try to 

be weird; find out what the prevalent manners are and predominant culture is and do the 

opposite.  That’s just silly.  The Lord’s people swim upstream by submitting to the 

Lord.  We do what God says.  It may not be easy.  We may wrestle with our objections, 

but in the end if you are a Christian you bow the knee to God.  You let him dictate. 

That phrase we see in v. 2 – “I am the LORD” is found six times in ch. 18 and 

almost 50x in chs. 18-20.  It actually bookends the whole chapter.  Verse 2 – “I am the 

LORD your God.”  Verse 30 – “I am the LORD your God.”  What’s the point?  God is 

God.  What he says goes.  He’s in charge.  If he’s your Lord, then you do what he says, 

not what you feel is right. 

As one person has said, “These commandments are not drawn from human 

conventions; they are given by God.”
4
  Another notices, “There is a givenness about 

them; little attempt is made to justify these rules.”
5
  It’s almost like a parent who tells a 

child to do something and when asked why the reply is, “Because I said so.”  God is the 

ultimate Authority.  His people submit to him.  What Christians hold should not be what 

they think but must be what God has taught. 

Submission itself is so counter-cultural, isn’t it?  We want to do what we want to 

do.  We want to be the authority.  If it feels good to me…  As long as it’s consensual, 

who are you to say…?  But Leviticus 18 presupposes a different mindset.  It’s gonna tell 

us that “sexual energies [have] to be subordinated to God’s will.”
6
 

 

Satisfaction 
 But it’s not just that you’ve got to do what God says.  He’s not just a high and 

mighty suzerain with absolute power that you better not mess with, shut up and do what 

he says.  He’s a good God, a loving Father who knows best and cares for his children.  

The Lord’s people swim upstream by submitting to him and they find greater 
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satisfaction in the end.  What God says doesn’t just go, it’s good.  He knows best how 

his world which he made is to be used. 

Look at v. 5.  “Keep my decrees and laws, for the man who obeys them will live 

by them.”  Some people have misinterpreted this to say you have to obey God in order to 

earn eternal life.  That’s not the case.  That’s doesn’t fit with the context of Leviticus 18 

which I’ve explained or the thrust of the rest of the Bible.  You can try that route, but it 

won’t work (cf. Rom. 10:5, Gal. 3:12).  “The law was given to the covenant people after 

their redemption from Egypt (v. 3), not as a moral hurdle they had to clear if they wished 

to be saved.”
7
  “The phrase ‘the man who obeys them will live by them,’” says one 

commentator, “should thus be viewed as promising a meaningful, secure life.”
8
  “What is 

envisaged,” writes another, “is a happy life in which a [person] enjoys God’s bounty of 

health, children, friends, and prosperity… a happy and fulfilled life in the present.”
9
  It’s 

a general rule of thumb.  God’s rules are for our good. 

J.I. Packer, in an address entitled “For Man’s Sake” where he argued that 

Christianity is the only true humanism, said this: 

 

What God commands is in fact no less good for us than it is pleasing to 

him; for the righteousness that he requires fits our human nature as our 

shoes fit our feet… God’s revealed law stands related to us human beings 

as the [manufacturer’s] handbook stands related to our cars.  You need not 

read the handbook, or take any notice of what it says – but you can expect 

your car to give trouble if you handle it differently from the way the 

handbook directs.  And we can expect our human nature, which was 

designed to operate in obedience to God’s law and experience freedom 

and fulfillment, contentment and joy in so doing, to give a vast amount of 

trouble if we break the bounds and use or, rather, misuse our humanity in a 

different way.
10

 

 

Specifics 
 So the Lord’s people swim upstream by submitting to him and they find 

greater satisfaction in doing so.  Now specifically let’s unpack what this chapter is 

about – submitting your sexuality to the Lord.  Starting in v. 6 we get into some very 

specific scenarios where God puts boundaries around our use of our sexuality. 

 “These are representative cases, of course, and do not exhaust all the possible 

illicit combinations.”
11

  Some potential combinations are left out.  But we find several 

categories here.  And I’m going to go through them somewhat matter-of-factly but I don’t 

want it to come across as these are issues out there in the world, but I fully expect that 

these involve people here today and members of our church that have experience in one 

or more of these categories and I’m not trying to shame anyone.  I’m just trying to 

explain what the text says and then we’ll get to how to apply it. 

 

Incest 

 The first category we see is what can be labeled incest.  This category covers vv. 

6-18.  You are not to have sex with your mom, your step-mom, your sister, your step-

sister, your adopted sister, your grand-daughter, your half-sister, your aunt, your 

daughter-in-law, your sister-in-law…  In other words, don’t have sex, or more literally 



6 

don’t ‘uncover the nakedness’… no sexual contact with close blood relatives OR those 

who are closely related through marriage because (this is interesting) “marriage… makes 

the man and wife as closely related as parents and children.”
12

  That’s a high view of 

marriage! 

 And that’s kind of the point.  Marriage and family is sacred.  Sex is to stay within 

the parameters of marriage so that distinguishable families can emerge.  One OT scholar 

puts it this way – “A nation cannot exist if the family unit is not well defined, for the 

family is the foundation of society.  Sexual impulse is a potent desire.  If gratified 

incestuously within the family, it blurs family lines and leads to the destruction of the 

family unit.”
13

  Think about it, if a river overflows its banks you have a mess.  If sex is 

allowed to flow with no restrictions you have all kinds of crazy situations and convoluted 

family trees where your mom is your sister and your cousin and your grandma.  A kind of 

uncomical ‘I am my own grandpa’. 

Besides, incest is rarely because a sister ‘falls in love’ with her brother.  It’s 

usually an abusive reality, a violation of trust.  Or if a man sleeps with his brother’s wife 

there’s deep hurt and betrayal.  And none of this mentions the genetic ramifications of 

incest.  It’s just not good for society and thus not good for humanity.  It doesn’t promote 

the good life.  The good life, the basis for widespread human flourishing is living 

according to God’s plans for the protection of family. 

I saw something of this idea reflected in the recent WBEZ pledge drive 

advertising campaign.  Has anyone seen the billboards and buses around the city with 

phrases like – “We want interesting people to meet interesting people and make more 

interesting people.”  “Hey Interesting People, get a room already.  And then put a crib in 

it.”  WBEZ wants listeners for tomorrow, so they need people to go make babies today.
14

 

WBEZ sees itself as a force for good.  It’s supported by foundations whose goal it 

is to see there be “effective institutions committed to building a more just, verdant, and 

peaceful world.”
15

  And they realize that for this effort to continue, for there to be 

curious, socially conscious, informed people there must be a system for child making and 

child rearing.  As Social Security is realizing, for a society to flourish there needs to be a 

high birth rate.  As Europe is realizing, for a culture to continue there must be procreation 

and propagation.  And God’s system for the creation and nurture of kids and good of the 

world is the family.  And thus there must be restraints put on sexuality.  God, better than 

any economist or sociologist, knows best how this should look. 

 

 Verse 19 we’ve already talked about before. 

 

Adultery 

 Verse 20 talks about adultery.  This is one of the 10 commandments.  It makes up 

part of the moral code of many societies around the world and throughout time.  Even in 

ours still when a CIA Director commits adultery it is a news story.  Most of us know it’s 

wrong.  Why?  Because it breaks down the family. 

I’ve referenced before Wendy Plump’s piece in the New York Times a few years 

ago talking about her affair.  It’s a fascinating look at the anatomy of adultery.  The last 

lines are these: “From where I stand now, it all just looks like a cheap hotel room, 

whether you’re in that room to have an affair or to escape from the discovery of one.  

And despite the sex and the excitement, or the drama and the fix of everyone’s 
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empathetic attention, there is no view from this room that is worth having.”
16

  So adultery 

is not the good life.  Fidelity is. 

 

Child Sacrifice 

 Verse 21 talks about child sacrifice.  It’s a bit random thrown in here.  It fits with 

the theme of swimming upstream.  This was a practice that the Israelites would encounter 

in their surrounding neighbors and they were to stay far away from it.  Archeological 

evidence found recently in Amman, Jordan, shows that children were burned in the fire at 

ancient places of worship. 

 Molech can take many different forms in different cultures today, but I just want 

to suggest that our culture’s Molech is unrestrained sexuality.  And the 54 million 

abortions that have occurred since Roe v. Wade could be seen as the babies that have 

been sacrificed to this god.  1 abortion in America every 30 seconds.  I’m not trying to be 

insensitive to the complexities of abortion, but even those complexities are caused by a 

society obsessed with sex and the resulting abuse of sex.  And so we are not much 

different from or less barbaric than the world the Israelites lived in. 

 

Homosexuality 

 From one touchy topic to another.  Verse 22 addresses the issue of homosexuality.  

God communicates to his people that he wants them to submit their sexuality to him, 

even if their urges lead them to desire same sex expressions.  “Do not lie with a man as 

one lies with a woman; that is detestable.”  Again, in our culture today this is very much 

swimming upstream.  Our culture says that you can’t restrict sexual activity like this.  

Yesterday marked the beginning of Pride Month.  But God says it is not how his people 

are to act.  And for many of the reasons that I’ve already stated, it is not good for humans. 

 

Bestiality 

 Verse 23 talks about bestiality, sexual contact with animals.  The goat religion 

from Egypt that I mentioned last week involved women copulating with goats.  I don’t 

know how popular this is in our culture today, but there’s a billboard on 90/94 that says, 

“Marriage For All” so I wouldn’t be surprised if in the future we hear of proposals for 

men to marry their dogs.  Why not? 

 

 As I said before, there are many sexual possibilities not covered explicitly here, 

but they are covered when one sees that this is essentially reserving all sexual activity for 

within monogamous, heterosexual marriage. 

 Now, there’s an obvious objection.  We cannot “fail to note the [seeming] 

incongruity in accepting these [laws in ch. 18] as still valid while dismissing those in the 

previous chapter as obsolete and no longer binding on the Christian conscience.”
17

  So if 

we don’t have a problem with people eating a hoopoe, why should we have a problem 

with people practicing homosexuality?  It’s a natural question and a good one.  How do 

we know what parts of the OT law remain and what fall away for us today?  It’s a big 

question.  Here are two helpful ways to understand it. 

 (1) Does Christ’s coming change the situation?  Jesus is the final sacrifice, the 

fulfillment of the Tabernacle, the full atonement, therefore the Tabernacle system is 

obsolete, along with its clean and unclean laws, sacrifices, and all that.  There are still 
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things we can learn from it, but now that Jesus has come and shed his blood the situation 

has changed, we don’t have to be as careful about animal blood or as meticulous about 

mildew. 

So “the coming of Christ changed how we worship but not how we live.”
18

  Our 

moral situation remains the same.  Walter Kaiser, in his book on OT ethics, writes: 

 

To prohibit homosexuality today, some would argue, would be like 

forbidding unclean meats.  It is admitted, of course, that there is a category 

of temporary ceremonial laws, but I do not agree that homosexuality is 

among them.  Nothing in its proscription points to or anticipates Christ.
19

 

 

So it’s not like this was a temporary ceremonial law that finds its fulfillment in Jesus.  It 

is speaking about an abiding moral issue.  Christ is like a sieve.  We run everything from 

the OT through him and see what still comes through.  The OT sexual ethic is one of 

those things that makes it through. 

 (2) Does the NT specifically cancel this law or does it even reaffirm it?  So for 

example, the NT explicitly declares all foods clean (i.e. Mk. 7:19).  We know that we can 

eat shellfish now.  But the NT never rescinds the OT guidelines for sexuality.  In fact, it 

repeats and often radicalizes them.  For example, in Matthew 19 we read Jesus affirming 

the creation pattern of one man and one woman in a covenant of marriage.  And he makes 

divorce much harder (if not completely impossible).  He makes lust equivalent to 

adultery.  The NT doesn’t relax the sexual ethics of the OT, it calls repeatedly for God’s 

people to not even have a “hint of sexual immorality” (Eph. 5:3). 

 In the NT we see at least two places where the immorality of incest is re-affirmed: 

Mark 6:17-29 and the story of Herod and his brother’s wife; 1 Corinthians 5 and the story 

of the man having his father’s wife and the need for church discipline in that situation. 

 In the NT we see several places where the immorality of adultery is re-affirmed.  

For example: Romans 13:9; 1 Corinthians 6:9; and Hebrews 13:4 – “Marriage should be 

honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all 

the sexually immoral.” 

 And in the NT we see several places where the immorality of same gender sexual 

relationships is re-affirmed.  Romans 1:26-27 describes the sinful movement of a society 

where “women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones.  [And] in the same way 

the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for 

one another.”  1 Corinthians 6:9 includes “homosexual offenders” in its list of sins, as 

does 1 Timothy 1:10.  Jude 1:7 refers to one of the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah as being 

sexual perversion; it was not the only sin, but it was part of it.  And then Revelation 22:15 

is also probably referring to a form of homosexuality when it bars those who practice it 

from entering the eternal city.  So there are actually a lot of pages of the Bible you would 

have to rip out to get rid of this teaching. 

 

Conclusion 

 The rest of Leviticus 18 starting in v. 24 describes the covenant curses for those 

not keeping God’s law – there is judgment.  And if the nation as a whole assimilates into 

these practices it will be exiled from the land.  Romans 1 explains a similar progression.  

Idolatry leads to sexual perversion which leads to all kinds of sin which leads to 
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judgment, God’s wrath.  Judgment is coming for everyone for their idolatry, sexual 

immorality, and all kinds of depravity.  That’s God’s Word. 

But it’s not God’s final Word.  The book of Romans goes on to tell of God’s 

majestic plan of salvation.  Some translations of Leviticus 18:22 use the word 

‘abomination’ to describe homosexuality and that is jarring.  But the Bible also says 

elsewhere: “There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable [an 

abomination] to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a 

heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness 

who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers” (Prov. 6:16-19; cf. 

Prov. 16:5, 20:10). 

The point is: we are all an abomination to God, as Romans 3:23 says, “all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death, 

but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  And Romans 10:9 says, “if 

you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved.”  It really is as simple as that.  This is the gospel – 

the main message of Christianity.  “God presented [Jesus] as a sacrifice of atonement, 

through faith in his blood” (Rom. 3:25).  Jesus became an abomination on the cross and 

received in himself the due penalty for our perversion.  If you repent of your sins and 

look to Jesus, your sins – whatever they may be – are atoned for and you are part of 

God’s people. 

God’s people includes those like Abraham who married his half-sister (Gen. 

20:12), and Jacob who married two sisters (Gen. 29).  It includes people who have had 

sex change operations, child molesters, and self-righteous prigs who have owned up to 

their need and looked to Jesus to be their Savior and their new Lord.  If Jesus isn’t your 

Savior and Lord, I pray that he will become for you today. 

And if he is, remember: the Lord’s people swim upstream by submitting their 

sexuality to him and they find greater satisfaction in the end.  In the end.  It may be 

that you you’re trying to follow God’s will and it has created what doesn’t look like 

satisfaction.  Maybe your spouse has left you.  Maybe you’ve never had a spouse and 

you’re trying to remain chaste but it doesn’t seem like it’s ever going to happen.  Maybe 

you have same sex attractions that you’d like to go away but they won’t.  It may be that 

your sexuality is a source of pain for you and it may be a struggle for the rest of this life.  

But this life is not all there is. 

There is greater joy in knowing and obeying the Lord than running after the 

fleeting pleasures of sin, even if it’s a battle.  And finding your identity in him is a more 

secure, fulfilling identity than finding it in your sexuality.  And there is a true and perfect 

Promised Land promised for the Lord’s people.  Let me close with the words of Romans 

6:19-22: 

 

Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and 

to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to 

righteousness leading to holiness.  When you were slaves to sin, you were 

free from the control of righteousness.  What benefit did you reap at that 

time from the things you are now ashamed of?  Those things result in 

death!  But now that you have been set free from sin and have become 
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slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is 

eternal life. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
As a result of being crucified and raised in Christ, do not live the rest of your earthly life 

for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.  For you have spent enough time in 

the past doing what pagans choose to do – living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, 

carousing and detestable idolatry.  They may think it strange that you do not plunge with 

them into the same flood of dissipation, and heap abuse on you.  But love them anyway 

by telling them of where true satisfaction is found. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, June 2, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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