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Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites and say to them: 'This is 

what the LORD has commanded: 3 Any Israelite who sacrifices an ox, a lamb or a goat in the camp or 

outside of it 4 instead of bringing it to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting to present it as an offering to the 

LORD in front of the tabernacle of the LORD-- that man shall be considered guilty of bloodshed; he has 

shed blood and must be cut off from his people. 5 This is so the Israelites will bring to the LORD the 

sacrifices they are now making in the open fields. They must bring them to the priest, that is, to the LORD, 

at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and sacrifice them as fellowship offerings. 6 The priest is to sprinkle 

the blood against the altar of the LORD at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and burn the fat as an 

aroma pleasing to the LORD. 7 They must no longer offer any of their sacrifices to the goat idols to whom 

they prostitute themselves. This is to be a lasting ordinance for them and for the generations to come.' 8 

"Say to them: 'Any Israelite or any alien living among them who offers a burnt offering or sacrifice 9 and 

does not bring it to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting to sacrifice it to the LORD-- that man must be cut 

off from his people. 10 "'Any Israelite or any alien living among them who eats any blood-- I will set my 

face against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from his people. 11 For the life of a creature is 

in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that 

makes atonement for one's life. 12 Therefore I say to the Israelites, "None of you may eat blood, nor may 

an alien living among you eat blood." 13 "'Any Israelite or any alien living among you who hunts any 

animal or bird that may be eaten must drain out the blood and cover it with earth, 14 because the life of 

every creature is its blood. That is why I have said to the Israelites, "You must not eat the blood of any 

creature, because the life of every creature is its blood; anyone who eats it must be cut off." 15 "'Anyone, 

whether native-born or alien, who eats anything found dead or torn by wild animals must wash his clothes 

and bathe with water, and he will be ceremonially unclean till evening; then he will be clean. 16 But if he 

does not wash his clothes and bathe himself, he will be held responsible.'" 

 

Introduction 
 It’s been said that “when people stop believing in the one true God, they do not 

believe in nothing at all but will believe almost anything!”
1
  Tom Cruise and John 

Travolta and Lisa Marie Presley, for example, are scientologists.  Ours is an age when 

religion and spirituality is just as prevalent as ever.  Islam and Mormonism are growing 

rapidly in America.  The occult and superstition abounds.  All kinds of gods and belief 

systems are out there in this city. 

 But even among those who are not religious or even spiritual, the concept of 

worshipping still applies.  “Everybody worships,” noted the late novelist David Foster 

Wallace in a commencement address in 2005.  He was not a Christian yet he 

acknowledged that 
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there is no such thing as not worshipping…  The only choice we get is 

what to worship.  And the compelling reason for maybe choosing some 

sort of god or spiritual-type thing to worship… is that pretty much 

anything else you worship will eat you alive.  If you worship money and 

things, if they are where you tap real meaning in life, then you will never 

have enough, never feel you have enough… Worship your body and 

beauty and sexual allure and you will always feel ugly.  And when time 

and age start showing, you will die a million deaths before they finally 

grieve you…  Worship power, you will end up feeling weak and afraid, 

and you will need ever more power over others to numb you to your own 

fear.  Worship your intellect, being seen as smart, you will end up feeling 

stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found out.
2
 

 

Very insightful and very close to the truth.  The point is (and it’s a point that the Bible 

makes too) – the world is filled with gods and everyone bows towards and sacrifices to 

one or more of them at all times. 

 The biblical story tells of the one, true God, “the LORD, the God of heaven, who 

made the sea and the land” (Jonah 1:9) and everything in them.  Genesis tells of how he 

made us and how we have turned away from him.  Exodus tells of how he acts to redeem 

us and reveal himself to us.  The Ten Plagues were demonstrations that the gods of Egypt 

were no match for the LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Leviticus tells of 

how God’s redeemed people were to worship him. 

David Foster Wallace was almost right.  He was spot on that everyone worships.  

And he was on to something when he said that most objects of worship will in the end 

destroy you.  What I don’t think he understood is that there’s only one who doesn’t – the 

God who saves by grace.  And there’s only one of those.  There is.  There is no god like 

the God of Christianity.  All other gods operate on a merit based system – you do this, 

then you get this.  And the this you get ends up being a mess of pottage and the this you 

do ends up being a form of slavery.  The God of the Bible says – even though you did 

this, you get this.  And the this you get is eternal life, and the this you did deserves eternal 

damnation.  And the this you get you can’t earn.  It’s a free gift.  Unparalleled! 

 But our hearts are fickle and faithless.  The deities of the world have their allures 

and make their promises.  And there is a constant temptation to run after them, even for 

those who are Christians, who have tasted the things of God.  There is a battle going on 

for your heart.  There is a constant tension between the Lord and the world, a tug of war 

for your affections, the object of your worship.  The God of the Bible does not want to 

share your heart with other gods (not because he’s insecure, but because he’s perfectly 

loving).  He is very clear about that – “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 

Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  You shall have no other gods before me” (Ex. 20:2-3). 

 Jesus says, “No servant can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve 

both God and Money” (Lk. 16:13).  There is a call for exclusive allegiance. 

And there’s a clear distinction to be made.  Paul says, “What do righteousness and 

wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?  What 

harmony is there between Christ and Belial?” (2Cor. 6:14-15).  ‘Belial’ is a Hebrew term 
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used in Deuteronomy 13:13 to describe “other gods” that God’s people would be tempted 

to go and worship. 

 Paul says elsewhere, “The sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, 

and I do not want you to be participants with demons.  You cannot drink the cup of the 

Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord’s table and the 

table of demons” (1Cor. 10:20-21).  So there’s a hard line drawn. 

The apostle John writes – “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world – 

the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions – is not from 

the Father but is from the world” (1Jn. 2:15-16).  This idea of antithesis runs throughout 

the Bible. 

Here’s the point: we have to be totally clear that Christianity is utterly distinct and 

unique among the world’s many gods.  And those who are Christians must be vigilant to 

guard their hearts, to remain faithful to the one who obtained them with his own blood 

(Acts 20:28).  I’ve said this several times before, but not recently and since I’ve last said 

it I’ve seen several more people leave the faith.  And it’s this – the world sucks!  The 

world – that alternative system to God and his ways, the conglomeration of false gods 

like money, sex, and power – sucks, meaning: (1) it’s not good; you think you’re biting a 

chocolate bar that really satisfies, but it’s actually excrement; it turns to feces in your 

mouth.  The world’s pleasures suck; it’s not good.  And (2) it has a gravitational force; it 

pulls you in to its vortex; you can’t remain passive against it; the world is constantly 

seeking to suck you in.  We must be aware.  There is a relentless pull. 

This is what today’s passage in Leviticus is about.  We’re entering the second half 

of the book today, the part that’s more explicitly about holiness, set-apartness.  Like so 

many books of the Bible, Leviticus can be split roughly in two.  The first half gives 

doctrine, the second half prescribes devotion; indicative => imperative; here’s what’s 

true, now here’s what you should do.  The order is key.  Romans 1-11 – majestic, 

sweeping portrayals of our problem and what God has done by grace to remedy our 

problem, culminating in the great doxology (“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom 

and knowledge of God!); Romans 12-16 – “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of 

God’s mercy…  Foundational => practical; Evangel => ethics. 

Leviticus 1-16 – all the baseline sacrifices to ground the Israelite life of worship 

and showcase their need and the Lord’s provision, culminating in what we saw last week 

with the great Day of Atonement; Leviticus 17-27 – how to live in everyday affairs and 

ethics.  Atonement => holiness.  God doesn’t ask us to live holy lives and then he will 

accept us.  He accepts us through atonement, but then as a result we live holy lives.  We 

are his.  “You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with 

your body” (1Cor. 6:19-20). 

That’s what we’re getting into now.  The Holy LORD has provided the atonement 

essential to live with him, now live a holy life.  And that starts with worshipping him 

exclusively.  Today (Leviticus 17) is not about whether you can have a burger medium 

rare at the Memorial Day barbeque.  It’s about something deeper and in short it’s just 

this: worship alone the One who can atone. 

 

Let’s pray… transform sinners into a holy people who find fulfillment for their hunger 

for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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Exclusive Worship 
 Leviticus 17 has essentially four paragraphs describing situations involving 

sacrifices and blood.  These may seem like silly, irrelevant laws.  But the opening phrase 

reminds us that this too is divine revelation – “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Speak to 

Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites and say to them: “This is what the LORD has 

commanded…”’”  God is not about barking silly or irrelevant orders, is he?  No, he 

always has a purpose behind all that he says and does.  We want to figure that out. 

 What the LORD says in this first section is that the Israelites couldn’t kill an ox, a 

lamb, or a goat on their own, apart from the Tabernacle system.  The word translated 

‘sacrifice’ in v. 3 could just be ‘slaughter’ or ‘kill’.  So no private slaughter houses, inside 

the camp or outside.  “The point made by this law,” writes one commentator, “is that in 

the wilderness no secular slaughter is permitted.  If an Israelite wished to eat meat, he 

must bring his chosen animal to the tabernacle as a [fellowship] offering.”
3
  And then, 

you may recall, with that offering the worshipper would eat it with his family and friends 

as an emblem of his fellowship with the LORD.  That was the only way (at this stage) 

that they could eat their livestock. 

This was a very serious prohibition given here in ch. 17.  Violating it was 

tantamount to murder – “that man shall be considered guilty of bloodshed; he has shed 

blood and must be cut off from his people” (v. 4).  Now to be ‘cut off’ has been 

interpreted as referring either to judicial capital punishment or to banishment and exile.  

But in the OT some of the crimes that call for being ‘cut off’ are often “secret sins which 

would be difficult to prosecute in the court (e.g. Exod. 30:38; Lev. 7:20-21; Num. 15:30-

31).”
4
  So the phrase probably refers to a direct punishment from God: either immediate 

physical death or a sort of spiritual death whereby God hovers over the person in 

judgment.  To be cut off from God’s people is to be suffocating under God’s wrath. 

The underlying reason for this serious statement is given in vv. 5-7.  “This is so 

that the Israelites will bring to the LORD the sacrifices they are now making in the open 

fields.  They must bring them to the priest, that is, to the LORD, at the entrance to the 

Tent of Meeting and sacrifice them as fellowship offerings” (v. 5).  The LORD wants to 

be worshipped in the LORD’s way, not how the people want to do it.  And definitely not 

neglected or forgotten in favor of a feast apart from him. 

More specifically, in this setting what was in view is that actual idols could be 

sacrificed to if it wasn’t done explicitly at the Tabernacle.  The Israelites are still 

relatively fresh out of Egypt, which was a place of many deities and superstitions.  

Perhaps certain gods were honored or thanked when an animal was slaughtered and 

roasted, similar to how someone today might propose a toast before a meal instead of a 

prayer in Christ’s name.  Verse 7 says, “They must no longer offer any of their sacrifices 

to the goat idols to whom they prostitute themselves.”  So this law is seeking to stamp out 

syncretism, to make it impossible for the Israelites to participate in any of the 

superstitious elements of the cultures around them.  There was a weird goat idol in Egypt 

where they left and other cultures had similar things like satyrs. 

Verses 8-9 reiterate this and in essence centralize all sacrifices.  There needed to 

be a unified system of worship for God’s people, a central location and procedure, so 

everybody wasn’t left to themselves.  When that happens, idolatry abounds.  But God 

says, “No other gods were to be worshipped.  No goat demons could be sacrificed to.” 
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Notice how he uses the imagery of prostitution.  “They must no longer offer any 

of their sacrifices to the goat idols to whom they prostitute themselves.”  This is a vivid 

picture of what it means to worship idols.  It’s just like a married woman playing the role 

of wife but sneaking around with another man on the side.  That’s what it is to bear the 

name Christian, come to church on Sunday, but bow to the gods of our culture during the 

week.  It’s a metaphor that’s found all over the Bible: 

 

Exodus 34:15 – “Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land; 

for when they prostitute themselves to their gods and sacrifice to them, they will 

invite you and you will eat their sacrifices.” 

 

Numbers 15:39 – “You will have these tassels to look at and so you will 

remember all the commands of the LORD, that you may obey them and not 

prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes.” 

 

Judges 2:17 – “Yet they would not listen to their judges but prostituted 

themselves to other gods and worshiped them…  They quickly turned from the 

way in which their fathers had walked, the way of obedience to the LORD’s 

commands.” 

 

Jeremiah 3:6 (ESV) – “The LORD said to me in the days of King Josiah: ‘Have 

you seen what she did, that faithless one, Israel, how she went up on every high 

hill and under every green tree, and there played the whore?’” 

 

I could share many more (see also Ezekiel 23:3 and the book of Hosea!).  Like a 

husband who desires the exclusive devotion of his wife is God with his people.  And like 

a loose woman who runs around so are we to God. 

 The story of the OT is the story of Israel constantly going after other lovers, other 

gods.  It happens grossly at Peor in Numbers 25.  You see it with Jezebel and King Ahab 

and the worship of Baal in 1 Kings 16.  On high places and under green trees everywhere 

the Israelites are repeatedly prostituting themselves to other gods. 

 Today in every bar in Chicago there are people sacrificing serious cash to 

Bacchus, the god of wine.  In hotel rooms and bedrooms across this city people are 

prostrating themselves before Eros, the god of sexual desire.  In front of TVs and 

computer screens people are bowing to Dionysius, the god of the theater and 

entertainment.  Many in our culture are serving Mammon in their careers and 

worshipping at the Mall.  Ever since the Enlightenment, Reason has been deified and is 

worshipped by many at our universities.  In fact, during the French Revolution several 

churches had the altars dismantled and a woman dressed up as the Goddess of Reason 

was brought in. 

There are those who enshrine the family and their kids, and there are those who 

sacrifice their family and kids on the altar of Success.  There are those who just crassly 

live for the weekend.  Sports, food, fashion, prestige, ease, comfort, control, music, 

technology, popularity, relationships, personal preference, government, liberty… I could 

go on and on.  I hope I’ve implicated everyone.  The reality is: our hearts are idol 

factories, as John Calvin put it.  And we are surrounded by false gods that will lull us 
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away from the one, true God.  God is saying in Leviticus 17:7 – my people must worship 

me alone. 

 

Sacred Blood 
 The rest of ch. 17 is specifically about blood.  Verses 10-12 categorically prohibit 

the eating of blood.  And vv. 13-16 address certain situations involving non-domesticated 

animals; in other words, hunting game.  You didn’t have to chase the gazelle into the 

Tabernacle before shooting it.  But you did have to drain its blood and dispose of it 

properly – by burying it in the ground.  Road kill was unclean because the blood wasn’t 

properly dealt with. 

 What is this section about?  Again, just an antiquated law?  Or a prohibition on 

blood transfusions, like Jehovah’s Witnesses hold?  No.  What is underlying it is a 

respect for life.  All of life.  Blood indicated life.  Verse 11 – “For the life of a creature is 

in the blood.”  Verse 14, two times – “because the life of every creature is its blood.”  It’s 

a principle we see in Genesis 9:4, earlier in Leviticus 7:26-27, and later in Deuteronomy 

12, and other places in the Bible.  We may not think about it, but blood accounts for 

about 8% of a person’s body weight.  Your kidneys recycle 400 gallons of blood a day.  

It’s vital to life.  It’s your lifeblood.  And so the Israelites were not to be flippant about 

blood because they were not to be flippant about life. 

 This baseline respect for life was crucial in order to underscore a deeper reality.  

Life is valuable.  Death is serious.  And if death is the punishment for sin, then sin must 

be super serious.  And how is sin dealt with?  Only by the sacrificial death of a substitute; 

that is, only through the shedding of blood.  Atonement.  Do not treat blood (and thus 

life) lightly, “for the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make 

atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life” 

(v. 11).  Life for life.  So put it all together and this is about the value of atonement.  This 

is highlighting the preciousness of atonement.  The only way atonement can be made and 

sins can be forgiven, is for blood to be shed.  As Hebrews 9:22 says, “Without the 

shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” 

 But, again, as Hebrews in the NT tells us, ultimately “it is impossible for the 

blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb. 10:4).  So this is finally about the blood 

of Christ.  Richard Phillips writes, “At the very heart of our Christian faith is a precious 

red substance; the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  “The ‘blood’ of Christ is mentioned 

in the writings of the New Testament nearly three times as often as ‘the cross’ of Christ 

and five times as frequently as the ‘death’ of Christ.”
5
  It’s huge.  We are not just saved 

by grace, but bloody grace.  There must be blood.  God the Son had to take on human 

flesh and die under the wrath of God the Father for anyone to be redeemed.  And he’s 

done it. 

 We are saved “through faith in his blood” (Rom. 3:25).  “We are now justified by 

his blood” (Rom. 5:9).  “In him we have redemption through his blood” (Eph. 1:7).  “But 

now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the 

blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13).  “And through him [God has reconciled] to himself all 

things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, 

shed on the cross” (Col. 1:20).  “It was not with perishable things such as silver or gold 

that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your 

forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect” 
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(1Pe. 1:18-19).  “The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin” (1Jn. 1:4).  It’s not 

just a metaphor.  It’s real.  For all eternity the redeemed will sing to Jesus – “You are 

worthy… because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from 

every tribe and language and people and nation (Rev. 5:9).  God is not just God, he is the 

God who atones by the blood of Christ. 

 

Application 

These OT laws were set up as a shadow to give us categories.  It was a ceremonial 

lesson.  “How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, 

so that we may serve the living God” (Heb. 9:14)!  This is the point.  We must reverence 

the blood of Christ.  We must be in awe of the blood of Christ shed for us to cleanse and 

forgive and free.  And this awe will lead us to serve the living God and not empty idols. 

Worship alone the One who can atone.  No other god has or can atone for your 

sins.  There is no God like this.  As Tim Keller has said: 

 

If you don’t live for Jesus you will live for something else.  If you live for 

career and you don’t do well it may punish you all of your life, and you 

will feel like a failure.  If you live for your children and they don’t turn out 

all right you could be absolutely in torment because you feel worthless as 

a person.  [But] if Jesus is your center and Lord and you fail him, he will 

forgive you.  Your career can’t die for your sins….  Jesus is the one Lord 

you can live for who died for you….  Everybody has to live for something.  

Whatever that something is becomes “Lord of your life,” whether you 

think of it that way or not.  Jesus is the only Lord who, if you receive him, 

will fulfill you completely, and, if you fail him, will forgive you eternally.
6
 

  

 If you haven’t put your faith in Christ yet, you can do so today.  Admit your 

idolatry to God, your ways that lead to death, and put your trust in Christ’s blood and you 

will be forgiven and freed to begin following him. 

And if you have, what is going to keep you from being sucked back completely 

into the world (cf. Heb. 3:12)?  Because the pressure won’t let up.  How will you be 

holy?  What is it that will keep you true to the true God?  Will power?  Fear?  Those are 

just other idols.  Living in a cave?  That won’t work either.  That’s not what the Bible 

calls for; we are not to extract ourselves from the world (1Cor. 5:10).  So how can we be 

in the world, but not of it?  How can we protect ourselves from giving in to temptations, 

swallowing hook-line-and sinker our culture’s assumptions, assimilating into the 

worldview of the world around us, mimicking the practices of pagans? 

 Turn to John ch. 6.  The answer is: by feeding deeply on Christ, specifically on 

the truth of his dying for you.  In John 6 large crowds are following Jesus.  He’s just fed 

five thousand people.  There’s a movement, based on a nationalistic and power idol, to 

take Jesus and make him king by force.  But Jesus is not a mascot, he’s the great I AM, 

the LORD who can walk on water.  He is the Bread of Heaven that satisfies our deepest 

hungers.  Now when Jesus says this, the crowds start to grumble a bit.  And then he takes 

it even further.  John 6:53-57 – 
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Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son 

of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.  Whoever eats my 

flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the 

last day.  For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink.  Whoever 

eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.  Just as the 

living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who 

feeds on me will live because of me. 

 

Jesus told these Jews, who were proud of their obedience to Leviticus 17 and 

never ate blood, that they had to drink his blood.  And many were shocked and offended 

and turned away from Jesus.  A distinction was made then and there.  Jesus didn’t want 

numbers, if they were inflated by syncretism – people who added Jesus to their pantheon 

of gods.  He is seeking to weed them out, to make a stark distinction.  It’s all or nothing.  

There’s the world and there’s those who are Jesus’. 

And those who are his must eat his flesh and drink his blood.  In other words, they 

must take deeply into their souls who Jesus is and what he’s done and find in him their 

everything.  “Obviously this is figurative language, for no one actually drinks Jesus’ 

blood.  It means that the believer must receive Christ and by faith appropriate his 

sacrifice for salvation.”
7
 

Brothers and sisters, this is the key: we must regular feast ourselves on Christ, 

mentally and spiritually.  We must remember his sacrifice for us – the once for all 

atonement enacted by his blood.  And we must work it into our hearts, using the gospel 

on our souls to expose our idols, bring us to repentance, and warm us up to his glory 

through his grace.  We must be tasting and seeing that he is good so that we can 

recognize the cheap imitations out there.  You know how federal agents are trained to 

spot counterfeit money, don’t you?  By studying relentlessly the real stuff.  If we are 

eating Christ’s flesh and drinking his blood, we will have less and less of a taste for the 

counterfeit pleasures of the world. 

 I don’t know practically what this looks like for every individual.  But find out 

how you do this, how you get Jesus down into your very being.  I do know that for 

everyone in some way it will involve certain basic things. 

(1) Regular time in God’s Word.  Figure out how to delight in the Bible and meet 

with God there.  “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Rom. 12:2).  Hide God’s Word in your 

hearts that you may not sin against him (Ps. 119:11). 

(2) Prayer.  The Word is something like the sunscreen and you rub it in through 

prayer.  And Jesus taught us to pray – “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.”  So you cling to God and his promises and his power through prayer. 

(3) Community.  Thick, genuine, committed community.  We need other people 

to help us see our idols and to remind us of the gospel.  “See to it, brothers, that none of 

you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.  But encourage 

one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by 

sin’s deceitfulness” (Heb. 3:12-13). 

 

The Lord’s Table 
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 And the most obvious application is to Sunday gatherings (cf. Heb. 10:25), where 

we gather in one central location to be united, to encourage one another, to worship God, 

to hear God address us through the preached Word, and to eat at the Lord’s Table the 

bread representing his flesh and the wine representing his blood.  I’ve noticed a pattern 

with people over time who get sucked into the world – they are irregular in their Sunday 

attendance. 

 It makes sense.  Christ commanded us to do this to nourish us on himself.  

Without this we will grow weak and hungry and more vulnerable to seek to fill our 

hunger on the things of this world.  The Lord’s Table is a regular chance to build a 

lifestyle and a culture of repentance.  We should not take it lightly, for some have fallen 

asleep (cf. 1Cor. 11:30).  We should examine ourselves and acknowledge our spiritual 

prostitution.  We should fear his judgment and then run to Christ who was cut off for us 

and let our hearts be recaptured again by his grace. 

Let us worship alone the ONLY One who can atone for he has done it. 

 

Benediction 
We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of 

the evil one.  We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us 

understanding, so that we may know him who is true.  And we are in him who is true – 

even in his Son Jesus Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life.  Dear children, keep 

yourselves from idols. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 26, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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