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Text 
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 2 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'When any man has a 

bodily discharge, the discharge is unclean. 3 Whether it continues flowing from his body or is blocked, it 

will make him unclean. This is how his discharge will bring about uncleanness: 4 "'Any bed the man with a 

discharge lies on will be unclean, and anything he sits on will be unclean. 5 Anyone who touches his bed 

must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 6 Whoever sits on anything 

that the man with a discharge sat on must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till 

evening. 7 "'Whoever touches the man who has a discharge must wash his clothes and bathe with water, 

and he will be unclean till evening. 8 "'If the man with the discharge spits on someone who is clean, that 

person must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 9 "'Everything the 

man sits on when riding will be unclean, 10 and whoever touches any of the things that were under him will 

be unclean till evening; whoever picks up those things must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he 

will be unclean till evening. 11 "'Anyone the man with a discharge touches without rinsing his hands with 

water must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 12 "'A clay pot that 

the man touches must be broken, and any wooden article is to be rinsed with water. 13 "'When a man is 

cleansed from his discharge, he is to count off seven days for his ceremonial cleansing; he must wash his 

clothes and bathe himself with fresh water, and he will be clean. 14 On the eighth day he must take two 

doves or two young pigeons and come before the LORD to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and give 

them to the priest. 15 The priest is to sacrifice them, the one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt 

offering. In this way he will make atonement before the LORD for the man because of his discharge. 16 

"'When a man has an emission of semen, he must bathe his whole body with water, and he will be unclean 

till evening. 17 Any clothing or leather that has semen on it must be washed with water, and it will be 

unclean till evening. 18 When a man lies with a woman and there is an emission of semen, both must bathe 

with water, and they will be unclean till evening. 19 "'When a woman has her regular flow of blood, the 

impurity of her monthly period will last seven days, and anyone who touches her will be unclean till 

evening. 20 "'Anything she lies on during her period will be unclean, and anything she sits on will be 

unclean. 21 Whoever touches her bed must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean 

till evening. 22 Whoever touches anything she sits on must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he 

will be unclean till evening. 23 Whether it is the bed or anything she was sitting on, when anyone touches 

it, he will be unclean till evening. 24 "'If a man lies with her and her monthly flow touches him, he will be 

unclean for seven days; any bed he lies on will be unclean. 25 "'When a woman has a discharge of blood 

for many days at a time other than her monthly period or has a discharge that continues beyond her period, 

she will be unclean as long as she has the discharge, just as in the days of her period. 26 Any bed she lies 

on while her discharge continues will be unclean, as is her bed during her monthly period, and anything 

she sits on will be unclean, as during her period. 27 Whoever touches them will be unclean; he must wash 

his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. 28 "'When she is cleansed from her 

discharge, she must count off seven days, and after that she will be ceremonially clean. 29 On the eighth 

day she must take two doves or two young pigeons and bring them to the priest at the entrance to the Tent 

of Meeting. 30 The priest is to sacrifice one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. In this way 

he will make atonement for her before the LORD for the uncleanness of her discharge. 31 "'You must keep 
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the Israelites separate from things that make them unclean, so they will not die in their uncleanness for 

defiling my dwelling place, which is among them.'" 32 These are the regulations for a man with a 

discharge, for anyone made unclean by an emission of semen, 33 for a woman in her monthly period, for a 

man or a woman with a discharge, and for a man who lies with a woman who is ceremonially unclean. 

 

Introduction 
I don’t think you need me to tell you that we live in a highly sexualized culture.  It 

is an obsession.  It’s everywhere.  For example, “pornography constitutes about 25% of 

all search engine requests and is the fourth most common reason people give for going on 

the internet.”
1
  Sex and sexuality is a huge part of our culture: in politics, in film, in TV, 

in music, in advertising… 

But today’s American culture is not unique in this.  The Greco-Roman culture of 

the first century in which the NT was written was a highly sexualized culture as was the 

Ancient Near Eastern culture in which the OT was written.  And so it’s no surprise that 

the Bible addresses this topic regularly. 

Maybe you think you know what the Bible has to say about sex.  It’s prudish and 

restrictive, right?  Outdated?  Well, we’re going to look at some of what the Bible has to 

say today.  You probably thought this wasn’t coming until ch. 18 and we’ll get into it 

there too, but today’s section of Leviticus in the section about clean and unclean practices 

– what allowed or prevented you from participating in the Tabernacle worship – is all 

about secretions from the reproductive organs.  As such this chapter is primarily 

addressing the topic of sex. 

But what is it saying?  What does it mean?  In short, what we’re going to see from 

Leviticus ch. 15 is just this: Sex is good, but it isn’t God.  I want to walk through this 

chapter in three points: (1) Sex is a good thing, (2) Sex should not be an ultimate thing, 

(3) Jesus is able to cleanse even the most defiled. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Sex as a Good Thing 
 Verse 1 has the familiar “The LORD said to Moses and Aaron…” phrase 

indicating we have a new section in Leviticus.  Chapter 11 was on clean and unclean 

food.  Chapter 12 was on uncleanness after childbirth.  Chapters 13-14 which we looked 

at last week were about infections that made you unclean and how to be made clean 

again.  Clean and unclean are not synonymous with righteousness and sin.  They were 

part of the symbolism of the Tabernacle system. 

 Chapter 15 is dealing with uncleanness resulting from a discharge.  I said earlier 

that this was about sex.  Why do I say this?  These are specifically discharges resulting 

from the reproductive process.  Verse 2 says, “When any man has a bodily discharge…”  

The NIV is being unnecessarily vague in its translation.  The word for ‘body’ here is the 

same word that is used in v. 19 to refer clearly to the woman’s genitals.  And it’s a word 

that’s used as a euphemism for the male sexual organ – the penis – other places in the OT 

(i.e. Ezek. 23:20).  So that’s what we’re talking about here. 

 What’s more, there’s something really interesting about the structure of this 

chapter that I want to show to you.  Notice that there are four subsections to this chapter.  

We see them marked out by the phrase, “When a man…” or “When a woman…”  “When 

any man… (v. 2).  “When a man…” (v. 16).  Then, “When a woman…” (v. 19).  “When 
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a woman” (v. 25).  Four sections, nicely balanced: two addressing men, two addressing 

women. 

 But the symmetry goes even deeper.  This is neat.  The first section is about an 

abnormal or chronic discharge for a man.  The second section is about a normal or 

intermittent discharge from a man’s reproductive organ.  The last two sections reverse 

this order.  The third is about normal or intermittent discharges from a woman’s 

reproductive organ.  The fourth and final section is about abnormal or chronic discharges. 

 There’s a name for this kind of literary construction.  It’s called a chiasm and it’s 

found regularly in Hebrew writing.  A chiasm is an A – B – B – A form.  “The last shall 

be first, and the first shall be last,” – that’s a simple chiasm.  Leviticus ch. 15 is a perfect 

chiasm.  Take a look: 

 

A Introduction (vv. 1-2a) 

 B Abnormal discharges from a male’s genitals (vv. 2-15) 

  C Normal discharges from a male’s genitals (vv. 16-17) 

   D Sexual intercourse (v. 18) 

  C’ Normal discharges from a female’s genitals (vv. 19-24) 

 B’ Abnormal discharges from a female’s genitals (vv. 25-30) 

A’ Concluding exhortation and summary statement (vv. 31-33) 

 

 Do you see it?  Pretty cool, huh?  So what does it mean?  One scholar says, 

“Chiasmus is regularly used in Hebrew to bring out the unity of a doublesided event.”
2
  

It’s a beautiful way to show what we’ve noticed before in Leviticus and that is the 

equality of the sexes and yet the differentiation of the sexes, the unity of humanity in two 

genders.  As Genesis 1:27 tells us, “God created man in his own image, in the image of 

God he created him; male and female he created them.”  This is reflective of God’s good 

design in creation. 

 Gordon Wenham further explains – “The unity and interdependence of the sexes 

finds its most profound expression in the act of sexual intercourse, and very fittingly this 

is discussed in v. 18, the midpoint of the literary structure.”  So it’s a chiasm with sex at 

the center!  This is God’s masterful, grand design.  Complementary men and women 

uniting in a mutual act of intimate giving and receiving. 

 We have to be clear that the Bible asserts that sex is God’s idea.  He made it.  It 

has dignity.  It’s not wrong or shameful.  In premarital counseling with couples the last 

session that Andrea and I do is on the sexual relationship.  We go over a few verses from 

the Bible to try to prove this point that sex is a good thing.  We start in Genesis when the 

first man and woman are called to be one flesh and are naked and unashamed.  Then we 

go to Proverbs 5 to a verse that many people don’t realize is in the Bible – “May you 

rejoice in the wife of your youth.  A loving doe, a graceful deer – may her breasts satisfy 

you always, may you ever be captivated by her love” (Prov. 5:18-19).  Did you know 

that’s in the Bible?  Then we point out that there’s a whole book of the Bible that is erotic 

love poetry – Song of Solomon. 

Then we go to 1 Corinthians 7 and show that Paul essentially commands married 

couples to be having regular, frequent sex.  “The husband should fulfill his marital duty 

to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.  The wife’s body does not belong to her 

alone but also to her husband.  In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to 
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him alone but also to his wife.  Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and 

for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer.  Then come together again so 

that Satan will not tempt you” (1 Cor. 7:3-5).  The Puritans usually get a bad rap.  H.L. 

Mencken famously quipped that Puritanism is the haunting fear that someone, 

somewhere may be having fun.  But that’s not really the truth.  I once heard of a Puritan 

church that excommunicated someone for disobeying 1Cor. 7:3-5.  Anyway… 

 So Leviticus 15 is about sex.  And in the structure of the chapter, combined with 

multiple other texts of the Bible, we see that sex in and of itself is not bad, it’s not a dirty 

thing.  It’s a good thing. 

 

Sex as an Ultimate Thing 
 So then why does it make one unclean?  That’s the obvious question, right?  The 

first and last sections that deal with chronic discharges and go into detail about if you 

touch this and then someone else touches it even they will be unclean… they are 

somewhat easy to understand.  Most people think the first section addressing men is 

talking about gonorrhea and the last section addressing women is probably describing a 

condition called menostaxis (excessively prolonged menstruation).  They kind of fall into 

the same category as infectious skin diseases.  There we looked at how the classification 

of unclean and clean acts as a reminder of human weakness – we are fallen and finite, 

God is perfect and pure.  And we also saw how it speaks to the notion of exclusion – to 

have this chronic condition would make you somewhat of an outcast, an untouchable, 

which points to our true spiritual condition because of sin; we’re exiled and in need of 

radical inclusion by grace.  So much of the stuff we’ve been talking about the past couple 

weeks could apply to the outer parts of the chiasm. 

 But what about the middle part of the chiasm?  Verses 16-17 are referring not to a 

disease but to an ordinary emission of semen.  These verses are probably talking about 

what Deuteronomy 23:10 is talking about – nocturnal emissions, or wet dreams: when a 

man’s sexual drive shows up even in his sleep.  It makes him unclean. 

Verses 19-24 are referring again not to a medical condition but a woman’s 

natural, normal menstrual cycle.  For seven days surrounding her period she is unclean, 

and part of what that means is that she is prohibited from sexual activity.
3
 

And then v. 18 – the very center of the chiasm – says that when a man and a 

woman have sex they are unclean.  Notice it’s just for less than a day.  It doesn’t require 

any sacrifices to be made.  There’s no sin involved.  It’s a simple restoration process.  But 

it does render you unclean.  Why? 

Well, one suggestion is along the lines of the reason I gave for bleeding making 

you unclean in ch. 12.  Just as the blood signifies death, so semen outside the body, if 

you’re unsure whether it has caused pregnancy, could have been understood to signify 

death.  And death wasn’t permitted in the Tabernacle of God’s presence.  The semen was 

the seed and if it didn’t implant in the womb…???  Maybe that’s involved. 

But here’s the real thing going on here.  These clean/unclean laws applying to 

sexuality served to keep all sexual activity far away from the Tabernacle.  Okay?  So 

what’s that mean?  Well in ancient cultures, especially the ones that surrounded the 

Israelites, temples and sex often went together.  There was a thing called temple 

prostitution.  Not only as high traffic areas did temples become places for commercial 

prostitutes to practice their trade, but also many of the temples themselves had rites that 
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involved sex.  They were almost like brothels with a class of priestesses (or priests) 

whose duty it was to have relations with the worshippers. 

I’m sure there may have been elaborate theological systems worked out to explain 

this.  One scholar describes it as “a belief that sexual congress could manipulate the 

productivity of the natural order.”
4
  Another says, “In pagan religion sexual activity 

among worshippers was believed to activate the gods into fertilizing the soil with rain.  

This activity was often performed within the sacred precincts of the pagan god’s shrine 

(see Hos 4:12-14).”
5
  I’m sorry, but that just sounds like a clever way for a depraved 

mind to mix sex into his or her religion.  It’s how a sex-crazed culture makes sex into a 

surrogate god.  We are homo religiosus, we can’t not worship.  But we find ways to 

worship sex.  We are in rebellion against God, oriented towards worshipping idols – gods 

of our own making, or more often taking the good things that God has made and making 

them ultimate things. 

 Here, essentially God said, “You can’t come into my Tabernacle and worship me 

with sex.  In fact, you can’t have had sex since the last sunset before coming to offer your 

burnt, grain, fellowship, sin, or guilt offerings.  “This contingency,” writes one 

commentator, “separated sexual activity from cultic worship in a unique manner.”
6
  It 

made Israel distinct among its neighbors.  It kept sex and the Tabernacle far apart. 

Sex is not bad, in its proper place.  And we’ll look at other boundaries that God 

puts around sex in ch. 18.  But here we must notice that it belongs to the realm of the 

common.  It is not part of the holy.  In other words, sex is good, but it’s not God.  Since 

sex is one of the most intense pleasures that God has made in this world, humans have 

always been tempted to look to it instead of God to meet their deepest needs.  We’ve 

disregarded God’s kind commands of how sex is to be enjoyed, and thrust it into the 

position of deity. 

 The Sexual Revolution has made sex without social responsibilities a right.  It is 

now elevated to the place of necessity.  But it’s not a necessity.  Do you know how I can 

say that?  Because the only truly fulfilled and full human ever never had sex – Jesus 

Christ. 

 And as a god, sex is a lousy one.  It can’t deliver.  Are the people who have the 

most unrestrained sex, the most happy?  I’ve known some people who have what the 

world might call a ‘great’ sex life, whose lives are a mess filled with all kinds of 

emptiness.  An orgasm doesn’t solve all your problems.  I remember thinking that once I 

became sexually active I would be forever altered.  For a Christian, sexual activity is for 

within marriage.  I used to look at Christian couples with great curiosity after their 

wedding night.  But then I started to notice something – they were still the same people 

with the same struggles and personalities and issues.  Sex isn’t the magic secret to 

happiness. 

And, even though sex is an intense pleasure which like all good things is a 

blessing from God, the experience itself doesn’t last forever.  Plus, your sexual ability 

will not last forever.  There’s a part at the end of Ecclesiastes that describes poetically 

getting old – “when the grinders cease because they are few” (you’ve got dentures); 

“those looking through the windows grow dim” (you’ve got cataracts); “when the almond 

tree blossoms” (you have to dye your hair); “and the grasshopper drags himself along and 

desire no longer is stirred” (I think that means you need Viagra). 
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 Sex, like any earthly pleasure, is a great thing, but a terrible god.  It can’t perform.  

It can point us to God.  But if it is your ultimate thing it will let you down.  God, on the 

other hand won’t.  He is a lover that will never leave you.  And the delight of fellowship 

with the Trinity is a pleasure that is both intense and eternal.  As Psalm 16:11 says, “In 

your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”   

There are clean and unclean laws that touch on our sexuality because our 

sexuality, too, is finite and fallen.  We are broken sexual beings.  As such, sexuality is a 

part of us that has gotten mixed up.  Because of the fall our passions have gotten all out 

of order, especially our sexual passions.  We’re sexually broken.  We will always want to 

put sex in a place it should not be.  Our desires have gone haywire and the Tabernacle 

system and God’s laws seek to point that out and show where they should be. 

God prescribes passions in their place.  We need self-control.  Think about it: the 

priests were supposed to teach these things to the people and then the people were 

expected to monitor themselves in these areas.  The priests didn’t check on people to 

make sure they hadn’t had a recent emission.  People were expected to, before God, 

regulate themselves.  This is huge.  Also, one person has pointed out that “the prohibition 

of sexual intercourse during menstruation would certainly be one way of indicating that 

sexual involvement should not be an obsession in life.  Restraint would have to play a 

part in sexual activity.”
7
  For the Israelites, sexuality was not to run wild, but be 

channeled. 

 We find something very similar in the NT.  In 1 Thessalonians 4 we read: “It is 

God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that 

each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not 

in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God…. For God has not called us 

for uncleanness, but in holiness” (1Thess. 4:3-5, 7).  That word translated ‘body’ there is 

probably another euphemism for the sexual organ.  1 Thessalonians 4 is getting at what 

Leviticus 15 is getting at.  Sex should not be our master.  We should not bow to our 

disordered desires, making our personal sexual fulfillment our chief end and highest 

good.  God’s people are to be different from the sex crazed world around us, not 

denigrating sex, but also not deifying it.  Our sexuality should not be our identity.  

Sexuality must be subservient to the Lord.  Or sex is good, but it’s not God. 

 

Jesus’ Cleansing 
 In the NT the language of clean/unclean is picked up and applied to sexual ethics 

in several places.  The NIV translates it with the word pure/impure.  Just listen: 

 

2 Cor. 12:21 – “I will be grieved over many who have sinned earlier and 

have not repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in which 

they have indulged.” 

 

Galatians 5:19-21 – “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 

immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, 

discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and 

envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.  I warn you, as I did before, that 

those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”  This vice 

list is not exclusively sexual, but is highly 



7 

 

Eph. 5:3 – “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual 

immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are 

improper for God’s holy people.” 

 

Col. 3:5 – “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 

nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is 

idolatry.” 

 

Hebrews 13:4 – “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed 

kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.” 

 

So God’s will is clear.  But what else is clear is that by these standards none of us 

are ‘clean’.  We’re all sexually defiled.  We’ve all acted out sexual sins: sex before 

marriage, adultery, masturbation, pornography, etc…  And then Jesus says that even the 

sexual thoughts without the actions make us defiled: our sexual desires and fantasies are 

warped, some of us have sexual feelings we wish we didn’t have and they would go 

away.  We all have a sex drive and it’s skewed.  We are messed up sexually.  It doesn’t 

do any good to try to excuse it or normalize it.  We’re all sexually broken.  We’re messed 

up.  We’re defiled.  ALL of us.  As a result of being fallen souls in fallen bodies living in 

a fallen world (and for many being the victims of other people’s fallen behavior) we are 

all dirty, sullied, defiled, impure, unclean. 

 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 says, “Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the 

kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor 

adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders… will inherit the kingdom of 

God.”  God is perfectly pure, and we, in our sexuality, are not and therefore, on our own, 

cannot be in God’s glorious presence.  But the next phrase in 1 Corinthians 6 is so 

powerful – “And that is what some of you were.  But you were washed, you were 

sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 

God.”  There is good news! 

Maybe you are feeling the effects of your sexual brokenness and sin acutely right 

now.  You feel your dirtiness.  You almost didn’t come today because of that.  Maybe 

you feel defiled or disgusting.  That does not have to be your identity.  If you are in 

Christ, that is what you were.  It is not who you are.  You have been washed clean.  

There is no stain too deep that his grace cannot cleanse.  You have been made holy.  You 

have been once and for ever declared righteous.  How?  In the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ as the Holy Spirit came into you to give you new life and faith in Jesus that unites 

you to him. 

Two stories about Jesus demonstrate his heart for the sexually broken and his 

power to make you clean.  The first is the story found in Luke 7 of a ‘sinful woman’ – a 

prostitute – who entered a dinner party at a Pharisee’s house and came up to Jesus and 

“began to wet his feet with her tears.  Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them 

and poured perfume on them.  When the Pharisee… saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this 

man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is 

– that she is a sinner’” (Lk. 7:38-39).  She was unclean and she was touching Jesus!  But 

Jesus knew.  Jesus knew even the Pharisee’s self-righteous thoughts.  And he told a story 
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that illustrated how one who has been forgiven much, loves much.  Because of her faith, 

Jesus forgave this woman’s sins.  And now her passions were beginning to be re-ordered.  

She affectionately loved the Lord – the friend of sinners (cf. 7:34). 

The second story is found in Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  It’s the only story that I 

can think of in the NT that picks up directly on the situation described in Leviticus 15.  

It’s the story of the woman who had been bleeding for twelve years, a chronic condition 

that rendered her perpetually unclean (the fourth category).  It may have not been directly 

related to sexual sin, but it illustrates very well this struggle. 

Mark tells us that “she had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors 

and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse” (Mk. 5:26).  You 

can try all kinds of remedies to fix yourself.  You can try will power, but it won’t work.  

You can try strict accountability.  You can try pscycho-therapy.  You can try to cover it 

up in all sorts of ways.  But nothing you can do can re-wire your sexuality or deal with 

the shame and guilt you carry.  In fact, such efforts just dig you a deeper hole. 

You have to admit your desperate need and come to Jesus in empty handed faith.  

As the old hymn goes: 

 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 

Simply to the cross I cling; 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; 

Helpless look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 

Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 

 “When [the woman with the chronic discharge] heard about Jesus, she came up 

behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, because she thought, ‘If I just touch his 

clothes, I will be healed.’  Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that 

she was freed from her suffering.  At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from 

him.  He turned around in the crowd and asked, ‘Who touched my clothes?’….  Then the 

woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with 

fear, told him the whole truth.  He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has healed you.  Go 

in peace and be freed from your suffering’” (Mk. 5:27-30, 33-34). 

 What a picture of faith and the power of Jesus to heal.  She took the risk.  She 

went out in public with her issues.  She stopped trying to save herself and just reached out 

to Jesus.  And Jesus didn’t get upset.  The transfer of her defilement to him was not 

strong enough to overcome his cleansing power given to her.  She was healed 

immediately.  Likewise if you who are hopelessly unclean will but stop trying to save 

yourself, will tell the whole truth, and in complete helplessness lay hold of Jesus, you will 

not be rejected.  You will be cleansed completely, washed, forgiven. 

You’ve got to stop trying to hide in secret, saving face.  You must come clean.  

No more excuses.  No debating about how far is too far.  No lessening the vileness of the 

sin.  It is sick and twisted.  It deserves banishment from God.  But lay hold of Jesus’ 

promise that his purity has the power to overcome your most darkest sins.  The sins of the 

world polluted Jesus on the cross, but his power has overcome them in his resurrection 

from the dead.  Now as a result “though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white 

as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool” (Is. 1:18). 
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If you’ve never come to Jesus for his cleansing power come right now in faith.  

Do not hold on to your little god of sex, it will ruin you.  Don’t waste your money on 

other physicians.  Fly to Jesus. 

And if you have, you have no reason to hide your sins.  Grace has you covered.  

Addictions can only thrive in secrecy.  So, in community with others in the church, 

confess your ongoing sins to others.  And receive again by faith the declaration that this 

is not your identity (nor can your identity be that you’ve never done such and such).  You 

have been washed, sanctified, justified, and given the Spirit by which to “put to death the 

misdeeds of the body” (Rom. 8:13).  As you live in this love your loves will, over time, 

start to be re-ordered.  Sex won’t be your god; the gloriously gracious God will be what 

captivates your imagination.  Ant the fruit of the Spirit is love and self-control.  With sex 

dethroned you can begin to love other people and not use or objectify them; you can 

control your passions and not be subject to them.  You can be changed, when your status 

is not contingent on your change. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
“To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, 

power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and 

forevermore!  Amen” (Jude 1:24-25). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 12, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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