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Text (13:1-59) 
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 2 "When anyone has a swelling or a rash or a bright spot on his skin 

that may become an infectious skin disease, he must be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons 

who is a priest. 3 The priest is to examine the sore on his skin, and if the hair in the sore has turned white 

and the sore appears to be more than skin deep, it is an infectious skin disease. When the priest examines 

him, he shall pronounce him ceremonially unclean. 4 If the spot on his skin is white but does not appear to 

be more than skin deep and the hair in it has not turned white, the priest is to put the infected person in 

isolation for seven days. 5 On the seventh day the priest is to examine him, and if he sees that the sore is 

unchanged and has not spread in the skin, he is to keep him in isolation another seven days. 6 On the 

seventh day the priest is to examine him again, and if the sore has faded and has not spread in the skin, the 

priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only a rash. The man must wash his clothes, and he will be clean. 7 

But if the rash does spread in his skin after he has shown himself to the priest to be pronounced clean, he 

must appear before the priest again. 8 The priest is to examine him, and if the rash has spread in the skin, 

he shall pronounce him unclean; it is an infectious disease. 9 "When anyone has an infectious skin disease, 

he must be brought to the priest. 10 The priest is to examine him, and if there is a white swelling in the skin 

that has turned the hair white and if there is raw flesh in the swelling, 11 it is a chronic skin disease and 

the priest shall pronounce him unclean. He is not to put him in isolation, because he is already unclean. 12 

"If the disease breaks out all over his skin and, so far as the priest can see, it covers all the skin of the 

infected person from head to foot, 13 the priest is to examine him, and if the disease has covered his whole 

body, he shall pronounce that person clean. Since it has all turned white, he is clean. 14 But whenever raw 

flesh appears on him, he will be unclean. 15 When the priest sees the raw flesh, he shall pronounce him 

unclean. The raw flesh is unclean; he has an infectious disease. 16 Should the raw flesh change and turn 

white, he must go to the priest. 17 The priest is to examine him, and if the sores have turned white, the 

priest shall pronounce the infected person clean; then he will be clean. 18 "When someone has a boil on his 

skin and it heals, 19 and in the place where the boil was, a white swelling or reddish-white spot appears, he 

must present himself to the priest. 20 The priest is to examine it, and if it appears to be more than skin deep 

and the hair in it has turned white, the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is an infectious skin disease 

that has broken out where the boil was. 21 But if, when the priest examines it, there is no white hair in it 

and it is not more than skin deep and has faded, then the priest is to put him in isolation for seven days. 22 

If it is spreading in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is infectious. 23 But if the spot is 

unchanged and has not spread, it is only a scar from the boil, and the priest shall pronounce him clean. 24 

"When someone has a burn on his skin and a reddish-white or white spot appears in the raw flesh of the 

burn, 25 the priest is to examine the spot, and if the hair in it has turned white, and it appears to be more 

than skin deep, it is an infectious disease that has broken out in the burn. The priest shall pronounce him 

unclean; it is an infectious skin disease. 26 But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in the 

spot and if it is not more than skin deep and has faded, then the priest is to put him in isolation for seven 

days. 27 On the seventh day the priest is to examine him, and if it is spreading in the skin, the priest shall 

pronounce him unclean; it is an infectious skin disease. 28 If, however, the spot is unchanged and has not 

spread in the skin but has faded, it is a swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him clean; it 

is only a scar from the burn. 29 "If a man or woman has a sore on the head or on the chin, 30 the priest is 
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to examine the sore, and if it appears to be more than skin deep and the hair in it is yellow and thin, the 

priest shall pronounce that person unclean; it is an itch, an infectious disease of the head or chin. 31 But if, 

when the priest examines this kind of sore, it does not seem to be more than skin deep and there is no black 

hair in it, then the priest is to put the infected person in isolation for seven days. 32 On the seventh day the 

priest is to examine the sore, and if the itch has not spread and there is no yellow hair in it and it does not 

appear to be more than skin deep, 33 he must be shaved except for the diseased area, and the priest is to 

keep him in isolation another seven days. 34 On the seventh day the priest is to examine the itch, and if it 

has not spread in the skin and appears to be no more than skin deep, the priest shall pronounce him clean. 

He must wash his clothes, and he will be clean. 35 But if the itch does spread in the skin after he is 

pronounced clean, 36 the priest is to examine him, and if the itch has spread in the skin, the priest does not 

need to look for yellow hair; the person is unclean. 37 If, however, in his judgment it is unchanged and 

black hair has grown in it, the itch is healed. He is clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean. 38 

"When a man or woman has white spots on the skin, 39 the priest is to examine them, and if the spots are 

dull white, it is a harmless rash that has broken out on the skin; that person is clean. 40 "When a man has 

lost his hair and is bald, he is clean. 41 If he has lost his hair from the front of his scalp and has a bald 

forehead, he is clean. 42 But if he has a reddish-white sore on his bald head or forehead, it is an infectious 

disease breaking out on his head or forehead. 43 The priest is to examine him, and if the swollen sore on 

his head or forehead is reddish-white like an infectious skin disease, 44 the man is diseased and is unclean. 

The priest shall pronounce him unclean because of the sore on his head. 45 "The person with such an 

infectious disease must wear torn clothes, let his hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of his face and cry 

out, 'Unclean! Unclean!' 46 As long as he has the infection he remains unclean. He must live alone; he 

must live outside the camp. 47 "If any clothing is contaminated with mildew-- any woolen or linen clothing, 

48 any woven or knitted material of linen or wool, any leather or anything made of leather-- 49 and if the 

contamination in the clothing, or leather, or woven or knitted material, or any leather article, is greenish 

or reddish, it is a spreading mildew and must be shown to the priest. 50 The priest is to examine the mildew 

and isolate the affected article for seven days. 51 On the seventh day he is to examine it, and if the mildew 

has spread in the clothing, or the woven or knitted material, or the leather, whatever its use, it is a 

destructive mildew; the article is unclean. 52 He must burn up the clothing, or the woven or knitted 

material of wool or linen, or any leather article that has the contamination in it, because the mildew is 

destructive; the article must be burned up. 53 "But if, when the priest examines it, the mildew has not 

spread in the clothing, or the woven or knitted material, or the leather article, 54 he shall order that the 

contaminated article be washed. Then he is to isolate it for another seven days. 55 After the affected article 

has been washed, the priest is to examine it, and if the mildew has not changed its appearance, even though 

it has not spread, it is unclean. Burn it with fire, whether the mildew has affected one side or the other. 56 

If, when the priest examines it, the mildew has faded after the article has been washed, he is to tear the 

contaminated part out of the clothing, or the leather, or the woven or knitted material. 57 But if it 

reappears in the clothing, or in the woven or knitted material, or in the leather article, it is spreading, and 

whatever has the mildew must be burned with fire. 58 The clothing, or the woven or knitted material, or 

any leather article that has been washed and is rid of the mildew, must be washed again, and it will be 

clean." 59 These are the regulations concerning contamination by mildew in woolen or linen clothing, 

woven or knitted material, or any leather article, for pronouncing them clean or unclean. 

 

Comment 

 We’re going to look at chapters 13 and 14 together today because they’re both 

about this topic of infections.  But since they are so long I’m going to have mercy on the 

Scripture reader (and you) and break this up into three sections.  So there will be a 

Scripture reading, then some brief comments.  Then another Scripture reading, some brief 

comments, then the last Scripture reading and then I’ll try to put it all together.  I think 

this will actually help us to follow along through the text a bit better. 

Why three sections?  Well, notice the phrase in v. 1 of chapter 13 – “The LORD 

said to Moses and Aaron…”  We’ve seen that several times before in Leviticus.  It’s a 

signal of a new section.  We see it at the beginning of ch. 13, and then again at the 
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beginning of ch. 14, and then again in 14:33.  So chapters 13-14 divide nicely into three 

sections. 

So first let’s just look at ch. 13.  What is ch. 13 about?  The first part up to v. 46 is 

about infectious skin diseases that can affect people.  Verses 47-59 are about infections 

that can affect cloth.  The same term is used for both.  It’s a term that was translated in 

the Greek as lepra from which we get our word leprosy.  But something broader than just 

leprosy (or Hansen’s Disease) is obviously in view here. 

Verses 2-8 are describing minor swellings, rashes, and spots that occur from time 

to time.  Verses 9-17 are talking about chronic skin diseases like psoriasis that can have 

painful flare ups.  Verses 18-23 are describing boils and infections in scars.  Verses 24-28 

are addressing burns.  Verses 29-37 are talking about a disease in the scalp understood 

today to be favus and known to be caused by a fungus.  Verses 38-39 seem to be 

describing vitiligo or leukoderma or maybe eczema and they are considered false alarms, 

no big deal.  Verses 40-44 say it’s okay to be bald, but not if it’s because of a skin 

disease. 

The priests were involved in the diagnosis of these skin conditions.  So part of the 

priests’ role was to act as a kind of physician.  But they didn’t try to provide cures or treat 

people (as in other ancient religions).  So a better title might be something like public 

health inspector.  A lot of this stuff just makes sense for disease control in a community.  

Practical wisdom today still tells sick people to stay home from work and certain people 

to be quarantined. 

But this is more than hygienic tips.  Remember the priests were charged with 

distinguishing between clean and unclean (10:10).  This was about who could or couldn’t 

come to the Tabernacle.  God is perfectly pure.  “Disease and decay are incompatible 

with the holiness of God.”
1
  As we saw last week with the case of bleeding which spoke 

of death, “all disease and sickness is an advance toward death, proof of corruption in the 

world, and evidence of the fall.”
2
  As such it excludes someone from the presence of 

God. 

Verses 45 and 46 are hugely important – “The person with such an infectious 

disease must wear torn clothes, let his hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of his face 

and cry out, ‘Unclean!  Unclean!’ [to warn people to stay away].  As long as he has the 

infection he remains unclean.  He must live alone; he must live outside the camp.”  Keep 

this in mind.  We’ll come back to that. 

Verses 47-59 describe a similar problem, but this time it’s concerning fabrics and 

not people.  If you’ve ever had clothes in boxes in the basement and the basement 

flooded and you found the clothes one week later, you know what this can be like.  I also 

thought about bringing our shower curtain as an example, but decided not to.  The fall has 

affected not just people but the very fabric of our physical world.  Such contamination 

also cannot be in the LORD’s presence. 

I’m just trying to help us get the lay of the land.  We’ll tease out some of the 

implications of all this later.  That’s ch. 13.  Let’s have the Scripture reading from 14:1-

32 now. 

 

Text (14:1-32) 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "These are the regulations for the diseased person at the time of his ceremonial 

cleansing, when he is brought to the priest: 3 The priest is to go outside the camp and examine him. If the 

person has been healed of his infectious skin disease, 4 the priest shall order that two live clean birds and 
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some cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop be brought for the one to be cleansed. 5 Then the priest shall 

order that one of the birds be killed over fresh water in a clay pot. 6 He is then to take the live bird and dip 

it, together with the cedar wood, the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, into the blood of the bird that was killed 

over the fresh water. 7 Seven times he shall sprinkle the one to be cleansed of the infectious disease and 

pronounce him clean. Then he is to release the live bird in the open fields. 8 "The person to be cleansed 

must wash his clothes, shave off all his hair and bathe with water; then he will be ceremonially clean. After 

this he may come into the camp, but he must stay outside his tent for seven days. 9 On the seventh day he 

must shave off all his hair; he must shave his head, his beard, his eyebrows and the rest of his hair. He 

must wash his clothes and bathe himself with water, and he will be clean. 10 "On the eighth day he must 

bring two male lambs and one ewe lamb a year old, each without defect, along with three-tenths of an 

ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and one log of oil. 11 The priest who pronounces 

him clean shall present both the one to be cleansed and his offerings before the LORD at the entrance to 

the Tent of Meeting. 12 "Then the priest is to take one of the male lambs and offer it as a guilt offering, 

along with the log of oil; he shall wave them before the LORD as a wave offering. 13 He is to slaughter the 

lamb in the holy place where the sin offering and the burnt offering are slaughtered. Like the sin offering, 

the guilt offering belongs to the priest; it is most holy. 14 The priest is to take some of the blood of the guilt 

offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and 

on the big toe of his right foot. 15 The priest shall then take some of the log of oil, pour it in the palm of his 

own left hand, 16 dip his right forefinger into the oil in his palm, and with his finger sprinkle some of it 

before the LORD seven times. 17 The priest is to put some of the oil remaining in his palm on the lobe of 

the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, on 

top of the blood of the guilt offering. 18 The rest of the oil in his palm the priest shall put on the head of the 

one to be cleansed and make atonement for him before the LORD. 19 "Then the priest is to sacrifice the sin 

offering and make atonement for the one to be cleansed from his uncleanness. After that, the priest shall 

slaughter the burnt offering 20 and offer it on the altar, together with the grain offering, and make 

atonement for him, and he will be clean. 21 "If, however, he is poor and cannot afford these, he must take 

one male lamb as a guilt offering to be waved to make atonement for him, together with a tenth of an ephah 

of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, a log of oil, 22 and two doves or two young pigeons, which 

he can afford, one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. 23 "On the eighth day he must bring 

them for his cleansing to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, before the LORD. 24 The priest 

is to take the lamb for the guilt offering, together with the log of oil, and wave them before the LORD as a 

wave offering. 25 He shall slaughter the lamb for the guilt offering and take some of its blood and put it on 

the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his 

right foot. 26 The priest is to pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand, 27 and with his right 

forefinger sprinkle some of the oil from his palm seven times before the LORD. 28 Some of the oil in his 

palm he is to put on the same places he put the blood of the guilt offering-- on the lobe of the right ear of 

the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 29 The rest of the 

oil in his palm the priest shall put on the head of the one to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before 

the LORD. 30 Then he shall sacrifice the doves or the young pigeons, which the person can afford, 31 one 

as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering, together with the grain offering. In this way the priest 

will make atonement before the LORD on behalf of the one to be cleansed." 32 These are the regulations 

for anyone who has an infectious skin disease and who cannot afford the regular offerings for his 

cleansing. 

 

Comment 

 This section is about the way of re-entry, the process of purification for someone 

who has suffered an infectious skin disease.  There is a way back, a gracious and loving 

provision pictured here for restoration of the sufferer. 

 The priest was to go outside to the quarantined sufferer and inspect to see if the 

infection had cleared up.  It was possible that the LORD had healed him or her during the 

time away.  If so, a detailed ceremony with two birds and some other supplies was used 

to visualize that the diseased person was perched between two fates and by God’s grace 

has been released to new life.  Then the healed person must wash his or her clothes, do a 
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full body shave, and bathe.  At that point he or she can return to the camp, but must wait 

another seven days before going back into his or her tent. 

At the end of that period, after repeating the whole shaving/washing process 

again, then the person can go back to the Tabernacle and offer the ordinary sacrifices.  

One of the sacrifices had to include a guilt offering, which if you remember when we 

went through chs. 1-6 and looked at the different kinds of offerings we saw that the guilt 

offering was a reparation, a payment.  Essentially these recovered people had to make up 

for the time lost serving the LORD by living as a contributing member of the community.  

Normal life is to be a life of contributing to society and if you are away awhile you owe a 

debt to society.  And notice that the restoration ceremony involved anointing the cleansed 

person for service again – a life of hearing God’s Word, serving God’s people, and 

walking in God’s ways (ears, hands, and feet). 

There’s also, like last week, a provision in here for the poor who couldn’t afford 

all the sacrifices.  They could make substitutions of less value.  God’s desire is for 

restoration. 

There’s one more section… 

 

Text (14:33-57) 
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 34 "When you enter the land of Canaan, which I am giving you as 

your possession, and I put a spreading mildew in a house in that land, 35 the owner of the house must go 

and tell the priest, 'I have seen something that looks like mildew in my house.' 36 The priest is to order the 

house to be emptied before he goes in to examine the mildew, so that nothing in the house will be 

pronounced unclean. After this the priest is to go in and inspect the house. 37 He is to examine the mildew 

on the walls, and if it has greenish or reddish depressions that appear to be deeper than the surface of the 

wall, 38 the priest shall go out the doorway of the house and close it up for seven days. 39 On the seventh 

day the priest shall return to inspect the house. If the mildew has spread on the walls, 40 he is to order that 

the contaminated stones be torn out and thrown into an unclean place outside the town. 41 He must have 

all the inside walls of the house scraped and the material that is scraped off dumped into an unclean place 

outside the town. 42 Then they are to take other stones to replace these and take new clay and plaster the 

house. 43 "If the mildew reappears in the house after the stones have been torn out and the house scraped 

and plastered, 44 the priest is to go and examine it and, if the mildew has spread in the house, it is a 

destructive mildew; the house is unclean. 45 It must be torn down-- its stones, timbers and all the plaster-- 

and taken out of the town to an unclean place. 46 "Anyone who goes into the house while it is closed up 

will be unclean till evening. 47 Anyone who sleeps or eats in the house must wash his clothes. 48 "But if the 

priest comes to examine it and the mildew has not spread after the house has been plastered, he shall 

pronounce the house clean, because the mildew is gone. 49 To purify the house he is to take two birds and 

some cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop. 50 He shall kill one of the birds over fresh water in a clay pot. 

51 Then he is to take the cedar wood, the hyssop, the scarlet yarn and the live bird, dip them into the blood 

of the dead bird and the fresh water, and sprinkle the house seven times. 52 He shall purify the house with 

the bird's blood, the fresh water, the live bird, the cedar wood, the hyssop and the scarlet yarn. 53 Then he 

is to release the live bird in the open fields outside the town. In this way he will make atonement for the 

house, and it will be clean." 54 These are the regulations for any infectious skin disease, for an itch, 55 for 

mildew in clothing or in a house, 56 and for a swelling, a rash or a bright spot, 57 to determine when 

something is clean or unclean. These are the regulations for infectious skin diseases and mildew. 

 

Comment 

 This last section is not about people or fabric, but dwellings that get infected.  

Remember, currently the Israelites are living in a big refugee camp at the foot of Mt. 

Sinai in tents.  But they are looking forward, forward to the settlement of the Promised 

Land.  “When you enter the land of Canaan, which I am giving you as your possession, 

and I put a spreading mildew in a house in that land…”  They will have houses.  And 
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those houses could become contaminated.  And God is sovereign over such things.  I 

don’t want to spend too much time on this but just notice that it says God puts the 

spreading mildew in the house.  God is sovereign over all that happens… while 

remaining perfectly pure. 

 The procedure spelled out here is very similar to what we’ve seen before.  The 

priest will investigate and make a determination based on the guidelines given here.  The 

house may be repaired or it may have to be destroyed.  If the mold is successfully 

remediated the house would undergo a similar procedure of purification outlined for 

people earlier in ch. 14 with birds and water and cedar and hyssop and yarn and all that. 

 Verses 54-57 provide a summary that lumps chs. 13 and 14 together.  They are 

about “regulations for infections skin diseases and mildew.” 

 

Introduction 
 Okay, so that’s the passage.  Hopefully now you have an idea of what’s going on 

here.  Let’s think about what this has to say to us today. 

We saw last week that clean and unclean are not necessarily synonymous with 

righteous and sinful, good and bad, virtue and vice.  Sometimes unclean is just an 

unfortunate consequence of living in a fallen world.  But God set up this whole system, 

though temporary, to teach us some timeless truths, like who is God?  And, who are we? 

The clean/unclean ceremonial Tabernacle system was designed to show us certain 

things, to be a symbol of deeper realties.  Last week when we looked at the issues 

surrounding childbirth for women we said that the main theme was weakness.  We are 

mere mortals and bound by limitations and plagued with frailty, all the while now bearing 

the stain of death.  God is absolutely other and he is uncompromised – omni-everything, 

no Achilles’ heel; there’s no entropy in God.  We need someone else to cover us, to make 

us fit to be with this God, if we are ever to enjoy the life that’s truly life.  The 

clean/unclean laws remind us of this. 

When we look at today’s text most of that same stuff applies.  As a result of living 

in a fallen world we get sick.  And diseases, if any of you have had a bad bug or battle a 

chronic condition, remind us of our weakness.  I often feel like the flu is rehearsal for 

death.  I am not Superman.  I live in a fallen world.  As a result of sin, the very fabric of 

the cosmos is infected.  Romans 8 tells us that the creation itself groans as it’s in bondage 

to decay (cf. Rom. 8:21-22).  And we live with this constant reminder of sin and its 

consequences, of our need. 

But this text gives us something more.  It’s not just going to be a rehashing of last 

week’s sermon.  There is something highlighted in the presentation of today’s treatment 

of infections that cause uncleanness and it is the sense of exclusion.  Look again at 13:46 

– “He must live alone; he must live outside the camp.”  Today I want us to focus in on 

the theme of exile. 

It’s a profound human theme that goes all the way back to the primeval Garden of 

Eden.  That was paradise, but it was lost when sin entered the world and death through 

sin (cf. Rom. 5:12).  Adam and Eve were banished from the garden, put outside.  All the 

feelings of nostalgia and homesickness, of rootlessness or not belonging that gnaw at us 

trace their origins back to this event.  The Tabernacle system was itself designed to recall 

this.  I’ve showed before when we were going through Exodus how the Tabernacle was a 

miniature replica of the Garden of Eden – it opened eastward, it had trees, it represented 
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God’s presence…  To be infected and put outside the camp conjured up all sorts of 

correlations with the universal state of humanity east of Eden. 

Someone has pointed out that there are several different languages the Bible uses 

to describe salvation.  There’s: 

 

1. The language of the battlefield.  Christ fought against the powers of sin and 

death for us.  He defeated the powers of evil for us. 

2. The language of the marketplace.  Christ paid the ransom price, the 

purchase price, to buy us out of our indebtedness.  He frees us from 

enslavement. 

 

These two will find special resonance with those who may be fighting oppression or 

enslavement of some kind and long for freedom.  Then there’s: 

 

3. The language of the Tabernacle.  Christ is the atoning sacrifice that makes 

us acceptable to draw near to the holy God.  He bears the wrath of God in our 

place. 

4. The language of the law court.  Christ stands before the judge and takes the 

punishment we deserve.  He removes our guilt and gives us a righteous 

standing. 

People seeking relief for guilt and a sense of shame will be especially moved by these 

two. 

You may think that today’s text speaks this language of the Tabernacle.  But 

actually, today we’re going to be talking primarily in another language.  It’s what’s 

called: 

 

5. The language of exile.  Christ was exiled and cast out of the community so 

we who deserve to be banished could be brought in.  He brings us home. 

This language is especially engaging for people who feel left out, rejected, lonely, on the 

outside looking in, excluded, wandering.
3
  I want to describe in this language today the 

wonderful salvation God has provided, the great restoration that is possible through 

Christ.  In short, what I want us to see today is just this: our broken world leaves people 

out; the Lord brings people in. 

 I’m going to have three succinct points: (1) we were made to live in community; 

(2) sin has broken up community; and (3) Jesus has provided a way for us to be included 

deeply.  Community.  Brokenness.  Inclusion. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Community 
 First point: we were made to live in community.  God himself is a community – 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit living in mutual love and harmony.  He made humans in his 

image with a call to couple and be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth – to create a 

community of humans.  In Exodus we see God redeem a people – the Hebrew 
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community.  And here we see them living in a settlement based on families and tribes, all 

dwelling around the Tabernacle representing the LORD at their center.  The camp was 

tightly packed.  Each person didn’t just go off on his own and pitch a tent where he could 

get some space.  No, the Israelites in the desert lived in close proximity to each other, 

interconnected and interdependent. 

 OT scholar Gordon Wenham points out that “it is a modern idea to want to ‘get 

away from it all.’  Biblical man knew he was meant to live in society, to be a member of 

God’s people.  Living outside the camp would, therefore, have occasioned great 

distress.”
4
 

And this mobile community, this camp filled with tents, was supposed to move 

into a land of their own and settle there, not with everyone scattering to find his own 

personal country retreat.  Notice 14:40… 41… 45… 53.  In these verses culminating in 

the description of the future ritual of purifying a house that had mildew on the walls we 

see a clue of what God envisioned for his people.  Verse 53 says, “release the live bird in 

the open fields outside the town.”  So evidently, the norm for God’s people was to live in 

towns.  That word could be, and often is, translated ‘city’.  God’s preferred future is his 

people, living in a place, in cities! 

 Now city doesn’t have to mean millions of people, although nowadays it often 

does.  But “according to the Bible, the essence of a city was not the population’s size but 

its density.  A city is a social form in which people physically live in close proximity to 

one another.  Psalm 122:3 refers to this density: ‘Jerusalem, built as a city should be, 

closely compact.’”
5
  Ed Glaeser writes in his recent book, The Triumph of the City, 

“Cities are the absence of physical space between people.”
6
  Last week on one of those 

warm days I went out to my back yard to sit and enjoy nature and ended up talking to two 

of the neighbors that live in the building next to me and a woman that lives in the 

building on the other side.  In a city you can’t get away from people.  They represent 

community, people dwelling together. 

And cities are God’s desire and design.  The whole Bible is lunging towards the 

City of God, the New Jerusalem described in Revelation 21-22, that is essentially the 

Garden of Eden cultivated, brought to its fruition.  To live in cities is part of what it 

means to be human.  Cities are designed to provide community, safety, stability, 

diversity, productivity, and creativity. 

 

Brokenness 
 But this grand idea of cities is not what we generally experience here and now.  

Our cities have great promise and potential and moments of brilliance, but they are in 

many ways broken.  A city is humanity intensified.  Because humans are now depraved, a 

city can act as a magnifying glass to sin.  And sin has broken up community. 

 The first city that we see in the Bible is after the fall and it’s built by the murderer 

Cain and his descendants.  It produces great feats of culture (Gen. 4:21-22), but also 

violence and idolatry (Gen. 4:23-24).  The city of Babel with its prideful tower at its 

center is not portrayed in a positive light, nor is the city of Sodom.  Sin has corrupted 

human community.  Individuals and clans are looking out for themselves.  We fear and 

demonize ‘the other’.  We splinter and fragment.  What results is a radical sense of 

alienation.  We can’t live together so we’re constantly moving apart. 
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 The Tabernacle system with its regulations for clean and unclean skin diseases 

showed how broken our world is.  A cancer, an infection, an intruder has come in and 

made a mess of things.  Because of sin life in this world is not the bliss of living together 

it was meant to be.  The result is that people (all people at some time) have the 

experience of being left out, put out of the camp, excluded.  And for some, if there was 

no cure they would be cut off from the community forever.  Getting a skin rash is not sin, 

though sometimes it could have been a direct result of sin like with Moses’ sister 

Miriam’s seven days outside the camp with a skin condition in Numbers 12:9.  But 

mostly it is a reminder of sin, a symptom of human alienation from God and the attending 

horizontal implications at play in our broken world. 

 Have you experienced this?  This loneliness?  Do you have any inclination what 

those words might mean – alone and outside the camp?  Have you ever been ostracized 

from an in-crowd?  Have you ever felt like you don’t belong?  So many people come to 

the city today because they didn’t fit into a certain rural or suburban homogeneity and 

they go to find acceptance with others like them in a subculture of the city.  But even 

there they can repeat what they have experienced in the way they treat other subcultures. 

Have you ever been left out due to your weakness?  Turned down by a potential 

mate because you had acne?  Have you ever been rejected or abandoned?  By a parent?  

By a spouse?  By a friend? 

Have you ever pined for a by-gone era or a utopia and when you go there you still 

feel the pangs that say this not my home?  If you never have, you will one day feel 

abandoned by all your friends as they die and your family is consumed with their lives 

and stuffs you in a nursing home.  And your kids are living all over the world pursuing 

their own personal dreams.  This is the result of sin.  Social fragmentation.  Rootlessness.  

We need to feel it.  We need to know the feeling of being alone, outside the camp, and 

recognize it as a characteristic of a world gone wrong.  That is the first step. 

 

Inclusion 
 But it doesn’t have to be the last step.  You don’t have to live in existential 

homelessness.  Jesus has provided a way for us to be included deeply. 

One commentator describes a possible scenario arising from Leviticus 13 and 14: 

 

Imagine what it must have felt like to watch that lesion growing on your 

skin and to experience dread and helplessness as the symptoms persist.  

Feel the total despair as the priest diagnoses the condition as “unclean.”  

You say goodbye, you [may] assume for the last time ever, to your family, 

friends, and loved ones.  For now you must live outside the camp – cut off 

from all but other “lepers,” removed from all of the normal aspects of 

daily life, and becoming, literally, God-forsaken.  From now on, you 

awake every morning with no reason to get up, nothing to do, unneeded 

and uncared for by anyone.  And then, beyond your wildest hopes and 

dreams, healing comes, the disease is arrested!  Imagine the joy of 

returning to the camp, and now being restored to all the rights and 

privileges of being human again, to the high privilege of worshipping the 

living God again in the tabernacle with your friends and family.  
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Renewed!  Restored!  What a celebration those services of cleansing must 

have been.
7
 

 

In Leviticus God provided not just a picture of brokenness and human alienation, but also 

a picture of divine restoration.  He left room open for healing.  And when we get to the 

NT we see more clearly that Jesus has provided a way for us to be included deeply.  Our 

broken world leaves people out; the Lord brings people in. 

 In his earthly ministry, Jesus healed people with infectious skin diseases.  One 

instance is recorded for us in Mark 1:40-44. 

 

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are 

willing, you can make me clean.”  Filled with compassion, Jesus reached 

out his hand and touched the man.  “I am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!”  

Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.  Jesus sent him away 

[and said,] “Go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that 

Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 

 

Jesus is full of compassion for those suffering the isolation and alienation and brokenness 

of a sin scarred world.  He is more than willing to heal.  Are you willing to go to him?  

Are you willing to admit your need, admit your role in the problems of this world, and 

admit the inability of all the world’s solutions to really fix the root problem? 

 The Bible says that apart from Christ everyone is “without hope and without God 

in the world.  But now [for those who are] in Christ Jesus…who once were far away 

[they] have been brought near through the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:12-13).  We’ve been 

reconciled to the Father through the Son by the power of the Holy Spirit.  We’ve been 

invited to the Trinity table, the perfect community!  And we’ve been included in the 

church, an imperfect foretaste of the city to come. 

 How?  How does all this happen?  How did Jesus make it possible for us to be 

brought in?  He was cast out!  He left his own true home – heaven (Phil. 2:6-7), was born 

away from his earthly parent’s home and as a child has to flee to Egypt.  In his ministry 

he wandered without a place to lay his head and without a home (Mt. 8:20).  And then, 

get this, Hebrews 13:12 – listen carefully – “And so Jesus also suffered outside the city 

gate to make the people holy through his own blood.”  He went outside the camp!  He 

experienced all the cosmic effects of sin in himself, in our place.  He was God-forsaken 

so that we could be God-accepted.  He went out of the camp, he was excluded, cut off, so 

that we could be healed.  Our broken world leaves people out; the Lord brings people 

in. 

 And when we get this, when we know the depths of our problem, and the lengths 

Jesus went to in order to remedy it, and the heights of our inclusion because of him, then 

we are changed.  We become people who no longer need so much to self-protect and put 

others down to feel better about ourselves.  We become people who can live in 

committed relationships like the church.  Because we’ve been welcomed in we can not 

just turn church into a clique.  Because we’ve been accepted by grace though we caused 

his pain, we can stick it out with people who hurt us.  This is church.  We can know 

something of community.  It’s not perfect because it’s not heaven, but it can be a 

foretaste. 
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 And because heaven is coming – the New Jerusalem – we can settle down here, 

crucify our wanderlust.  We don’t have to church hop.  And we don’t have to move 

around – I’ve lived in this neighborhood for awhile, now I want to check out this one.  Or 

this city/state/country…  We can settle down in one part of a city with the same people 

and work for the good of that city.  I read a description this this week that made me cry.  

It spoke of “a commitment to a particular place for a lifetime and to conducting one’s 

work, recreation, family life in the same place and within a web of thick, long-term, local 

personal relationships.”
8
  That is my deepest desire and dream for our church in the UIC 

Area of Chicago.  I believe something of that is possible because of what Jesus has done 

for us to counter the brokenness and bring us in. 

But I also know that “here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for 

the city that is to come” (Heb. 13:14).  Because of this hope I do not give up.  All of my 

longings have been and will be fully met in Christ.  Our broken world leaves people 

out; he has brought us in. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
“Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 

water.  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful” 

(Heb. 10:22-23). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 5, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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