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Text 
Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered 

unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his command. 2 So fire came out from the presence of the 

LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 3 Moses then said to Aaron, "This is what the 

LORD spoke of when he said: "'Among those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the sight of all 

the people I will be honored.'" Aaron remained silent. 4 Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of 

Aaron's uncle Uzziel, and said to them, "Come here; carry your cousins outside the camp, away from the 

front of the sanctuary." 5 So they came and carried them, still in their tunics, outside the camp, as Moses 

ordered. 6 Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and Ithamar, "Do not let your hair become 

unkempt, and do not tear your clothes, or you will die and the LORD will be angry with the whole 

community. But your relatives, all the house of Israel, may mourn for those the LORD has destroyed by 

fire. 7 Do not leave the entrance to the Tent of Meeting or you will die, because the LORD's anointing oil is 

on you." So they did as Moses said. 8 Then the LORD said to Aaron, 9 "You and your sons are not to drink 

wine or other fermented drink whenever you go into the Tent of Meeting, or you will die. This is a lasting 

ordinance for the generations to come. 10 You must distinguish between the holy and the common, between 

the unclean and the clean, 11 and you must teach the Israelites all the decrees the LORD has given them 

through Moses." 12 Moses said to Aaron and his remaining sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, "Take the grain 

offering left over from the offerings made to the LORD by fire and eat it prepared without yeast beside the 

altar, for it is most holy. 13 Eat it in a holy place, because it is your share and your sons' share of the 

offerings made to the LORD by fire; for so I have been commanded. 14 But you and your sons and your 

daughters may eat the breast that was waved and the thigh that was presented. Eat them in a ceremonially 

clean place; they have been given to you and your children as your share of the Israelites' fellowship 

offerings. 15 The thigh that was presented and the breast that was waved must be brought with the fat 

portions of the offerings made by fire, to be waved before the LORD as a wave offering. This will be the 

regular share for you and your children, as the LORD has commanded." 16 When Moses inquired about 

the goat of the sin offering and found that it had been burned up, he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, 

Aaron's remaining sons, and asked, 17 "Why didn't you eat the sin offering in the sanctuary area? It is most 

holy; it was given to you to take away the guilt of the community by making atonement for them before the 

LORD. 18 Since its blood was not taken into the Holy Place, you should have eaten the goat in the 

sanctuary area, as I commanded." 19 Aaron replied to Moses, "Today they sacrificed their sin offering and 

their burnt offering before the LORD, but such things as this have happened to me. Would the LORD have 

been pleased if I had eaten the sin offering today?" 20 When Moses heard this, he was satisfied. 

 

Introduction 
 I was recently reading a book about what it means to be Baptist.  In it I read this 

about worship: 

 

Worship must be “in spirit and in truth,” not “in spirit and in 

creativity.”  To invent new forms of worship other than the worship 
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instituted by Christ and his apostles in the New Testament is for professed 

disciples to disobey his commandments.  The approved elements of 

worship in the New Testament are the reading of Scripture, the preaching 

and teaching of the Bible, prayer, baptism, the Lord’s Supper, collections, 

and the congregational singing of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. 

Such additions as drama, dance, rock bands, puppets, gospel 

monkeys, high-wire acts, power-lifting demonstrations, and so forth are 

violations of the biblical regulative principle of worship, which Baptists 

have historically believed.  Furthermore, such unbiblical practices push 

out time given to commanded practices.  An assembly of baptized 

believers must follow their Lord’s commandments, not their inventions, in 

his worship. 

 

Now, how does that strike you?  I’ll tell you how it strikes me: after reading that I really 

want to know what gospel monkeys are!! 

Well what this quote is referring to is something called ‘The Regulative 

Principle’.  It’s a debated topic in theology.  ‘The Regulative Principle’ says that “the 

acceptable way of worshipping the true God, is instituted by [God] Himself, and so 

limited by His own revealed will, that He may not be worshipped according to the 

imagination and devices of men… or any other way not prescribed in the Holy 

Scriptures.”
1
  Now the main alternative position to this is called ‘The Normative 

Principle’ and it says that anything is acceptable as long as it is not explicitly prohibited 

in Scripture.  ‘Regulative Principle’ – only what’s commanded (or shown by example) is 

permitted; ‘Normative Principle’ – whatever’s not prohibited is fair game. 

It’s one of those theological debates that can get a bit obnoxious or wind up in 

legalism, but there’s something to it.  Our church, standing in the historic Baptist 

tradition, would align with ‘The Regulative Principle’, though there are still 

disagreements among those who agree with this in principle on how to apply it.  But what 

you’re going to see here is us trying to be faithful to do what the Bible says church should 

be and we don’t put a lot of priority on getting creative – so preaching, praying, singing, 

offerings, Lord’s Table and probably no gospel monkeys (although I still haven’t seen 

them yet, so maybe, if they’re really cool).  Why do I say this?  The basic idea of ‘The 

Regulative Principle’ seems to be one of the main points of today’s passage. 

We’re going through the OT book of Leviticus.  Last week we saw from ch. 9 that 

worship of God should be lively.  This week from ch. 10 we’re going to see that worship 

shouldn’t be nutty.  Last week was about the initiation of the OT Tabernacle system for 

worship.  It finally all got going… and the glory of the LORD appeared!  Now the 

situation has changed a bit with the coming of Christ (i.e. we don’t have animal sacrifices 

at a Tabernacle; we have access to God through Christ anywhere anytime), but the people 

of God still have public assemblies to worship and that’s what we’re going for in our 

worship – not just mechanically going through the motions, but getting to see the 

LORD’s glory!  We aren’t content with dead rituals and traditions and merely making 

sure we’ve done what’s required of us so we can get on with what really grips us.  We’re 

seeking an experience, a true sense of the divine upon our souls.  And that’s what’s 

available to us!  That’s what does happen here.  That’s what any truly born again 

Christian has sensed at some level and is hungry for more of. 
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But this week’s text reminds us that in pursuit of this we can get out of hand.  We 

can turn our experience of God into our god and disregard God.  Sometimes in some 

places of worship things can get weird and wacky and that’s not what we’re going for 

here.  But it’s easy to get carried away or try to do things our way and it may feel good 

and we may think we’re being genuine but God is not glorified. 

Today’s story is one that shocks our modern American entrepreneurial 

subjectivist spirits.  As we look at it together today in short what we’re going to see is 

just this: the Lord is to be worshipped the Lord’s way. 

 

Let’s pray…  “Hallowed be thy name…” 

 

Strange Fire 
 Chapters 8 and 9 each begin with summons from the LORD or Moses to Aaron 

and his sons.  Chapter 10 begins with these words – “Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu 

took…”  This wasn’t in response to a command of the LORD.  What they were about to 

do was their own idea. 

 “Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added 

incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, contrary to his command.”  

Strange fire which the LORD had not commanded.  All up to this point Leviticus has 

been filled with the phrase – “just as the LORD commanded… as the LORD 

commanded.”  Everything was done according to what the LORD commanded.  Now we 

come across a startling phrase – “contrary to his command/which the LORD had not 

commanded.” 

 You’ve got to understand: Nadab and Abihu knew better.  They were in the know.  

They had gone up Mt. Sinai with Moses and Aaron back in Exodus 24.  There “Moses 

and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up and saw the God 

of Israel.  Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the 

sky itself” (Ex. 24:9-10).  Talk about an experience of the LORD’s glory!  They were 

there for that.  They had watched their dad’s debacle with the Golden Calf and seen the 

severity of the punishment it incurred.  They had heard all of the LORD’s commands.  

They had just undergone the elaborate seven day ordination ceremony.  They had just 

seen the LORD’s glory and the fire come out to consume the sacrifices on the altar.  They 

were fully initiated, they knew God’s commands, they knew what they were supposed to 

do, they knew how God worked, and yet they decided on their own to go for more. 

It says they offered unauthorized fire, strange fire, illicit fire before the LORD.  

And “fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died 

before the LORD.”  It’s pretty succinct, but you get the picture.  They did something 

strange and were struck dead on the spot. 

Now there are several options for what exactly Nadab and Abihu did that was so 

wrong.  The account is brief and that one word – ‘unauthorized’ or ‘strange’ – is 

somewhat vague.  Here are some of the options: 

 

• It could have been that the incense they were burning was made from their 

own recipe instead of the one the LORD had given (cf. Ex. 30:34). 

• Some have suggested that they were doing what they were doing at the wrong 

time of the day. 
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• Another possibility is that Nadab and Abihu used their own censers instead of 

the special ones that had been consecrated for the Tabernacle. 

• Maybe they were introducing pagan practices somehow? 

• One theory is that they were drunk while they were doing this.  The 

prohibition against doing your priestly duties under the influence of alcohol 

comes right after this. 

• Perhaps the hot coals that they used came from outside of the Tabernacle. 

• Or perhaps they traipsed into Holy of Holies presumptuously. 

 

The last two options seem to have the best evidence.  But who knows?  And 

exactly what they did that was wrong is not really that important.  The point is that they 

were innovators.  They were seeking to get creative with the LORD’s worship and 

weren’t all that concerned about the LORD’s commands.  But the Lord is to be 

worshipped the Lord’s way.  When we’re worshipping him, he sets the agenda, the 

parameters.  When we try to improve it, we act as if we are God. 

God not only cares that he is worshipped (the 1
st
 commandment: Thou shalt have 

no other gods before me).  But he also cares how he is worshipped (the 2
nd

 

commandment: Thou shalt not make a graven image).  We, however, want to add to, mix 

things up, keep things fresh with our ingenuity.  It’s idolatry.  It’s us getting our hands 

into the mix.  But in worship we are supposed to be the humble receivers, submit to his 

ways, and be dependent on his mercy.  But humble, submissive, and dependent are not 

words that naturally describe us. 

The point of worship is that God is holy.  He is to be feared.  He’s to be revered.  

He is the sun, and we are planets that revolve around him.  The outcome of Nadab and 

Abihu’s arrogance is startling and it offends us and in so doing shows us that we really 

believe we are at the center of the universe and God should revolve around us. 

One analogy that’s somewhat helpful is comparing the power of the LORD’s 

holiness to electricity: 

 

Electricity is a useful, wonderful source of energy, but in order to work 

with it safely one must be very careful and astute.  Whoever touches 

uninsulated, hot wires is severely shocked, burned, or, depending on the 

voltage, instantly killed.  When a person approaches God properly, his 

holiness imparts life (cf. Isa 57:15) and inspires wonder (cf. Exod 3:3-4).  

But should anything that is profane or unclean enter God’s presence, it is 

consumed.
2
 

 

I’m hesitant to compare God with electricity because electricity is not personal, 

it’s just a force.  The holy God of the Bible is a Person, a Person of unparalleled 

preeminence.  But the analogy of electricity is a helpful way to show that you don’t mess 

around with God.  Did you notice how ch. 10 presents almost the exact inverse of ch. 9?  

Chapter 9 shows everything being done according to God’s commands and fire comes 

out from the LORD and consumes the sacrifices and the people worship with shouts of 

joy.  It’s a beautiful scene of acceptance and worship.  Chapter 10 shows people doing 
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things not how the LORD commanded and fire comes out and consumes them.  It’s an 

ugly scene of judgment and rebellion. 

Now, what do we make of it for us?  One observer writes: 

 

Must we not struggle with questions regarding the form and intent of our 

services of worship?  Does anything that makes people feel “good” qualify 

as desirable for worship?  It is possible that some or much of what we call 

“contemporary” worship is really designed to produce effects within 

people rather than to worship God.  Are some of our worship experiences 

more akin to the priestly tradition or to the arrogant spirits of Nadab and 

Abihu?
3
 

 

It’s a valid question.  It’s one that doesn’t often get considered.  How does our 

consumeristic mindset affect the way we view church and Sunday worship? 

So there’s consumerism (does it fit my tastes?), but there’s also just craziness.  

There’s a lot of wacky, strange stuff out there.  I saw a video clip recently of a pastor 

coming in to the service on a zip line to flashing lights and the Mission Impossible theme 

song.  One of you told me about growing up in a church that would do a ‘Jericho March’ 

and march around the sanctuary to bring down the Holy Spirit I presume??  I’ve heard of 

and witnessed many other strange things. 

There was a crazy church in the first century that the Apostle Paul wrote to and 

was careful not to squelch the genuine work of the Spirit there and put them into a strait 

jacket, but he did say that “everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way” (1Cor. 

14:40).  Paul was concerned that people might walk in off the street and think they were 

complete wackos.  Instead outsiders should be able to come in off the street and, while 

the concepts are foreign, they can generally understand the content and the Spirit can 

convict them and they would “fall down and worship God, exclaiming, ‘God is really 

among you!’” (1Cor. 14:25).  Paul wanted that to happen through everything being done 

decently and in order, not wacky.  That’s what we desire to happen among us.  And it 

happens, by God’s grace, when we are careful to heed God’s Word, when we give time 

and careful attention to God’s Word. 

But even here, even with me, there is the constant temptation to tamper with 

God’s Word, to believe that what we really need is a little more of something else.  

There’s no lack of books and seminars and novel ideas out there of ways to grow your 

church that have nothing to do with prayer and Word and sacrament (it’s presentation 

software and welcoming and space).  They may be not quite as wacky as some things but 

they’re just as wrong.  There’s always a whisper in my ear – “Maybe… maybe that will 

work.  Maybe that is the key to church growth.”  Ah, but you see when I think like that 

church growth becomes my god, not God.  In these scenarios there’s something else we 

want – coolness, notoriety, success, respect – and subtly God gets sidelined and he is not 

being revered and worshipped.  We can cater our churches to people and their desires 

instead of truly worshipping the LORD of hosts who holds eternity in his hands.  When 

we don’t trust what the LORD has commanded to do what needs to be done, we don’t 

trust the LORD. 

This is something for us all to hold each other accountable to.  We don’t want to 

simply go through the motions, we want to get to see the LORD’s glory; but we still want 
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to worship the LORD the LORD’s way.  These things happened to Nadab and Abihu as 

examples and were written down as warnings for us (cf. 1Cor. 10:11). 

 

God-Centered Worldview 

After Nadab and Abihu were struck down for their bold improvisation “Moses 

then said to Aaron, ‘This is what the LORD spoke of when he said: ‘“Among those who 

approach me I will show myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.”’’”  

This is a radically unique worldview.  It is so utterly against the very grain of our 21
st
 

century Western culture that has put the Self with its desires at the center.  This is a 

thoroughly God-centered worldview.  God is at the center.  He is holy.  He alone is 

worthy of all honor. 

This is just completely alien to the basic human perspective post-Fall, and 

especially in America post Enlightenment.  We Americans from our founding are about 

the individual and freedom, and more and more the individual has overshadowed the 

family or the society.  Personal preferences reign supreme in our materialistic, 

consumeristic smorgasbord of a society.  It’s a cultural trend that, mark my words, will 

spell the death of our civilization.  But, oh well, God is still on his throne.  He is the 

eternal, blazing center of the universe.  May we come to see the beauty of this more and 

more. 

One scholar states that “this short story is… an affront to liberal thinkers.  [But] it 

should also challenge Bible-believing Christians whose theological attitudes are 

influenced by prevailing trends of thought more often than they realize.”
4
  We can read 

this and be embarrassed by it or feel sorry for Nadab and Abihu or mad at God.  But 

when we do that it shows how much we still think in terms of ourselves or humanity at 

the center instead of God. 

We naturally respond to such actions by God with questioning.  But notice how 

Aaron responded.  End of v. 3 – “Aaron remained silent.”  Another translation has – 

“Aaron held his peace.”  He didn’t rage and scream at God.  He just lost his two sons!  

But he knew that this was about God and his glory.  Wow!  Now this is not all there is to 

say about mourning and loss and grief and lament, so please don’t take it that way.  There 

is an appropriate way and time to feel pain.  But this text is a direct challenge to us when 

we cry, “Why me?  Woe is me?” because it says that it’s not about me.  It’s about God 

and his glory.  And the fact that we chafe against this fact is the essence of sin. 

We read on and see that Moses doesn’t even allow Aaron and his two surviving 

sons – Eleazar and Ithamar – to take a break from their duties to attend the funeral!  

“Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Aaron’s uncle Uzziel” to carry the 

bodies outside the camp.  And then we read that the priests can’t even mourn – “Do not 

let your hair become unkempt, and do not tear your clothes, or you will die and the 

LORD will be angry with the whole community.”  The newly instituted Tabernacle 

system must go on uninterrupted.  It’s about God and his holiness and glory it’s about his 

worship, even more than our family or personal hurts.  The extended family and the 

community can mourn but not Aaron and his remaining sons.  There’s something more 

important. 

Listen: I know this is radical.  I know it can sound harsh (I hope to show you by 

the time we’re done that it’s not), but I know it can seem wrong.  The reality is that only 

people who have had a true sense of the divine glory upon their souls could ever respond 
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this way.  Only if you have seen a glimpse of how utterly glorious God is can you be 

content to orient your life around him.  The beligerent heart that persists in anger and 

rage and suspicion toward God, that yells, “How dare you?” is the heart that thinks he or 

she is the center of the universe and the final arbiter of right or wrong.  As the LORD said 

to Job – “Would you condemn me to justify yourself?”  It’s really the same impulse that 

drives us to innovate in our worship.  God’s glory is not central for us.  We are hesitant to 

let it completely displace our Self.  We want to do things our way to satisfy our desires.  

But Aaron held his peace and he and his sons “did as Moses said.” 

 

Further Commands 
 At this point the Lord gives the priests further commands to reinforce how serious 

this was.  Verse 8 – “Then the LORD said to Aaron…”  That’s a rare thing.  The LORD 

has usually spoken to Aaron through Moses but he speaks to him directly here as a way 

of underscoring the gravity of his role.  And what he says is further rules for the priests. 

 The first is that they are not to drink any alcohol when they are on duty at the 

Tabernacle.  This is not to say that alcohol in and of itself is bad, but just that it has its 

place, and leading sacred worship of God is not it.  The priests were to abstain entirely 

while they were on duty at the Tabernacle so as not to impair their ability to serve with a 

clear mind. 

 That’s important because the second and third commands given to the priests here 

involve being on top of things and being sharp.  It is that they “must distinguish between 

the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean” (stuff we’ll look at starting 

next week).  And then that they “must teach the Israelites all the decrees the LORD has 

given them through Moses.”  The priests were to be the guardians of the commands of 

the LORD, passing them on from generation to generation and teaching them to all the 

people.  They were to be diligent to carefully know and apply God’s Word. 

 Then in vv. 12-15 Moses reiterates commands from earlier to make sure they are 

crystal clear for Aaron and his remaining sons.  They are commands about their share of 

the offerings. 

  

Room for Debate 
 The last part of this chapter shows us that not all things, however, are always cut 

and dry.  God has made much clear, but in some areas the application and implications of 

his commands leave room for interpretation, and God is not impossible to please.  The 

smoke has cleared, the singed robed bodies have been dragged out and disposed of, 

God’s commands have been reiterated, and now Moses realizes that some of the sin 

offering that was supposed to have been eaten by the priests had been burned up.  And he 

was angry. 

 Moses asked Eleazar and Ithamar, “Why didn’t you eat the sin offering in the 

sanctuary area?  It is most holy; it was given to you to take away the guilt of the 

community by making atonement for them before the LORD.  Since its blood was not 

taken into the Holy Place, you should have eaten the goat in the sanctuary area, as I 

commanded.”  He’s calling them out on adherence to a certain protocol spelled out in ch. 

6.  But “Aaron replied to Moses [defending his sons], ‘Today they sacrificed their sin 

offering and their burnt offering before the LORD, but such things as this have happened 

to me.  Would the LORD have been pleased if I had eaten the sin offering today?” 
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Basically, Aaron was saying there were extenuating circumstances.  He made the 

call thinking that the unusual events of the day would have made it displeasing to the 

LORD to eat and that these portions should just be consumed in their entirety.  And 

“when Moses heard this [reasoning], he was satisfied.”  The point is that Aaron wasn’t 

seeking here to get fancy and disregard God’s commands, his heart was seeking to please 

the LORD and he’s okay. 

And I think the larger point is that we can’t be rigid with ‘The Regulative 

Principle’.  We need wisdom and grace in applying it.  It’s not always clear how to be 

faithful to it.  People have debated for centuries the difference between the elements of 

worship and the circumstances.  The element being singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs and the circumstance being musical instruments.  Can we have a rock band?  I 

went to a church last summer that doesn’t have any instruments, but the song leader had a 

pitch pipe to get people started off on the right note.  If you can use that for the first note, 

why not the second and third and so on?  I wrestled with our Good Friday Service and 

nailing sins to the cross.  Was that okay?  God’s given us bread and wine to remember 

Christ’s sacrifice, not a hammer and nails.  I’m still not entirely sure, but in talking with 

the other elders we decided that it was a way for us to practice the bibilcal command to 

confess our sins.  The point is that God’s glory and a desire to be faithful to his 

commands must be central in how we approach these questions and that if we turn this 

into a form of legalism we miss the point too and we’re not worshipping God, but our 

own fidelity to principles. 

 

Conclusion 

Okay, let’s wrap this up.  The main point I said is that the Lord is to be 

worshipped the Lord’s way.  But really this chapter is not just about ‘The Regulative 

Principle’.  There’s a deeper principle at play here and it is that all of life is about God 

and his glory, not about us.  God is to be worshipped and God determines how he is to be 

worshipped.  What God says goes.  It doesn’t really matter how you feel.  Existence is 

not all about you; it’s about God’s glory.  And he is not Someone to trifle with. 

Really fast, some people have this notion that God is kind of ticked off in the OT, 

but gets nicer in the NT.  And I just want to point out that’s not the case.  God is always 

the same.  And one part of his unchanging character is that he is a Judge.  In the NT 

there’s a story of God striking Ananias and Sapphira dead in the early church for their 

deception (Acts 5).  King Herod is struck dead on the spot for not giving praise to God 

but taking it for himself (Acts 12).  There are other instances that could be pointed to in 

order to show that God is still holy and demands that he be honored (i.e. 1Cor. 11:30). 

But he’s more than just a Judge.  He is also a Savior!  This is what we must see.  

Just saying, “It’s all about God.  It’s not about you.  Have a God-centered worldview…” 

won’t work.  You’ve got to see God as Savior, and we see that most dramatically in 

Jesus.  The only thing that can reorient our worldview and rewire us and make us repent 

of our self-centeredness and delight in God’s glory is the radical grace we find in Jesus.  

Aaron lost two of his four sons.  God the Father gave up his one and only Son.  Why?  

Because he loved us.  God the Son gave up his glory and became one of us and suffered a 

more terrible fate than Nadab and Abihu.  When he suffered on the cross he experienced 

the eternal wrath of God for his people. 
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Adam was a priest of sorts, placed in the temple-like garden, but he failed 

miserably at his duties and disobeyed God’s command.  Noah, after the flood wiped clean 

the sin infested world, offered a burnt offering sacrifice of worship and then promptly got 

drunk.  He failed miserably.  Aaron failed.  Nadab and Abihu failed.  But Jesus didn’t.  

He performed his priestly duties flawlessly.  He provides perfect atonement. 

And Jesus doesn’t represent a relaxation of God’s holiness or demand for 

obedience.  God hasn’t softened since the OT.  He still demands perfect, flawless 

obedience.  And Jesus provides that too.  Jesus was circumcised on the 8
th

 day; his 

obedience went into infancy.  Jesus resisted temptation in the desert when he was tired 

and hungry and lonely.  Jesus interacted with the woman at the well with love and 

compassion and complete purity – no lust in his heart.  He rebuked the Pharisees and 

patiently taught his disciples without unrighteous anger and hatred.   He attended all the 

festivals.  He was finally obedient to the Father’s will to the point of death on the cross 

(cf. Phil. 2:8).  From infancy to death, Jesus did it all perfectly for us as our High Priest to 

offer to God the spotless, untainted obedience that he demanded and no ordinary man 

could ever provide. 

Just talking about God’s commands and bemoaning a lack of God-centeredness in 

our culture won’t change anything.  It’s only the gospel that can re-capture our hearts and 

make us love God’s glory, for it is the pinnacle of his glory.  That the holy God made a 

way for unholy, disobedient, idolatrous people to be fully forgiven and accepted by 

coming himself into our world and suffering and rising again… that is utterly astounding 

when you think about it and that makes one fall down and worship with shouts of joy.  

The gospel enacts the Copernican Revolution in our hearts.  The radical grace of God in 

Christ grabs our hearts and gives us a new orientation.  “Therefore, since we [have 

received such a great salvation], let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with 

reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire’” (Heb. 12:28-29). 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Let’s reflect on Jesus and the cross now… 

 

Benediction 
“To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be 

a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father – to him be glory and power for ever 

and ever!  Amen” (Rev. 1:5-6). 
 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, April 14, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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