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Text 
On the eighth day Moses summoned Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel. 2 He said to Aaron, "Take 

a bull calf for your sin offering and a ram for your burnt offering, both without defect, and present them 

before the LORD. 3 Then say to the Israelites: 'Take a male goat for a sin offering, a calf and a lamb-- both 

a year old and without defect-- for a burnt offering, 4 and an ox and a ram for a fellowship offering to 

sacrifice before the LORD, together with a grain offering mixed with oil. For today the LORD will appear 

to you.'" 5 They took the things Moses commanded to the front of the Tent of Meeting, and the entire 

assembly came near and stood before the LORD. 6 Then Moses said, "This is what the LORD has 

commanded you to do, so that the glory of the LORD may appear to you." 7 Moses said to Aaron, "Come to 

the altar and sacrifice your sin offering and your burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and the 

people; sacrifice the offering that is for the people and make atonement for them, as the LORD has 

commanded." 8 So Aaron came to the altar and slaughtered the calf as a sin offering for himself. 9 His sons 

brought the blood to him, and he dipped his finger into the blood and put it on the horns of the altar; the 

rest of the blood he poured out at the base of the altar. 10 On the altar he burned the fat, the kidneys and 

the covering of the liver from the sin offering, as the LORD commanded Moses; 11 the flesh and the hide he 

burned up outside the camp. 12 Then he slaughtered the burnt offering. His sons handed him the blood, and 

he sprinkled it against the altar on all sides. 13 They handed him the burnt offering piece by piece, 

including the head, and he burned them on the altar. 14 He washed the inner parts and the legs and burned 

them on top of the burnt offering on the altar. 15 Aaron then brought the offering that was for the people. 

He took the goat for the people's sin offering and slaughtered it and offered it for a sin offering as he did 

with the first one. 16 He brought the burnt offering and offered it in the prescribed way. 17 He also brought 

the grain offering, took a handful of it and burned it on the altar in addition to the morning's burnt offering. 

18 He slaughtered the ox and the ram as the fellowship offering for the people. His sons handed him the 

blood, and he sprinkled it against the altar on all sides. 19 But the fat portions of the ox and the ram-- the 

fat tail, the layer of fat, the kidneys and the covering of the liver-- 20 these they laid on the breasts, and 

then Aaron burned the fat on the altar. 21 Aaron waved the breasts and the right thigh before the LORD as 

a wave offering, as Moses commanded. 22 Then Aaron lifted his hands toward the people and blessed 

them. And having sacrificed the sin offering, the burnt offering and the fellowship offering, he stepped 

down. 23 Moses and Aaron then went into the Tent of Meeting. When they came out, they blessed the 

people; and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. 24 Fire came out from the presence of the 

LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar. And when all the people saw it, 

they shouted for joy and fell facedown. 

 

Introduction 
 “One day in the spring of 1721, [a young man named Jonathan] Edwards 

pondered 1 Timothy 1:17 (KJV): ‘Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 

only wise God, be honor and glory for ever and ever.  Amen.’  In the course of this 

spiritual exercise, one of thousands experienced in his life to this point, something 
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happened.  While silently walking along, a thunderclap struck in Jonathan’s heart.  He 

later said of that instance: 

 

AS I READ THE WORDS, there came into my soul, and as it were 

diffused through it, a sense of the glory of the divine being; a new sense, 

quite different from anything I ever experienced before.  Never any words 

of Scripture seemed to me as these words did.  I thought with myself, how 

excellent a Being that was; and how happy I should be, if I might enjoy 

that God, and be wrapt up to God in heaven, and be as it were swallowed 

up in him. (Works 16, 792-3) 

 

“This sensation of being ‘swallowed up’ in God erupted into a fresh love for Jesus Christ: 

 

FROM ABOUT THAT TIME, I began to have a new kind of 

apprehension and ideas of Christ, and the work of redemption, and the 

glorious way of salvation by him.  I had an inward, sweet sense of these 

things, that at times came into my heart; and my soul was led away in 

pleasant views and contemplations of them.  And my mind was greatly 

engaged, to spend my time in reading and meditating on Christ; and the 

beauty and excellency of his person, and the lovely way of salvation, by 

free grace in him. (Works, 16, 793)” 

 

Edwards had studied the Bible and sought to obey its moral and spiritual guidelines for 

many years prior to this, but that was not enough.  There needed to be what he would call 

a “true sense of the divine.” 

 

“A TRUE SENSE OF THE DIVINE and superlative excellency of the 

things of religion; a real sense of the excellency of God and Jesus Christ, 

and of the work of redemption, and the ways and works of God revealed 

in the gospel.  There is a divine and superlative glory in these things; an 

excellency that is of a vastly higher kind, and more sublime nature than in 

other things…  He that is spiritually enlightened truly apprehends and sees 

it, or has a sense of it.  He does not merely rationally believe that God is 

glorious, but he has a sense of the gloriousness of God in his heart.  There 

is not only a rational belief that God is holy, and that holiness is a good 

thing, but there is a sense of the loveliness of God’s holiness.  There is not 

only a speculatively judging that God is gracious, but a sense how amiable 

God is upon that account, or a sense of the beauty of this divine attribute. 

(Works 17, 413).”
1
 

 

 Roughly 80 years later a teenaged girl named Ann Hasseltine, who would later 

marry the missionary Adoniram Judson and become Ann Judson, wrote this in her 

journal: 

 

Sept. 2.  I have discovered new beauties in the way of salvation by Christ.  

The righteousness which he has wrought out is complete, and he is able to 
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save the chief of sinners.  But above all, his wondrous dying love and 

glorious resurrection, astonish my soul.
2
 

 

 I could read thousands of other similar accounts from saints gone by, but I just 

pick these two as a representative sample.  Now they are using 18
th

 century language and 

so we don’t talk exactly like they did today, but I think you have an idea of what they’re 

talking about.  They are both referring to an experiential encounter with the living God.  

They’re not just talking about intellectual or historical facts or theological ideas.  They’re 

groping for words to describe a genuine encounter with the God of the Bible whereby he 

becomes very real to them, leaving an impression on their souls. 

 This is what is available to us.  This is the goal of biblical religion.  It’s not just 

getting your theological ducks in a row.  It’s not merely memorizing rote facts.  It’s not 

about mechanically performing your duties and obligations.  It’s not about simply going 

through certain rituals and religious motions.  It’s not about checking boxes and meeting 

expectations or conforming externally.  It’s not about knowing about God; it’s about 

knowing God. 

We see this even in the OT book of Leviticus, believe it or not, the bloody book 

with all kinds of seemingly arcane regulations and rituals.  We’ve been going through 

Leviticus for several weeks now as a church.  We’ve been looking at what could be 

considered some very dry stuff.  The first several chapters are about instructions for how 

the ancient Israelites were to offer different sacrifices at their Tabernacle.  There are a lot 

of details – this goes here and this is what you use in this situation, etc...  They could 

seem like boring formalities, but today we see them actually put into effect and the whole 

sacrificial system officially starting to run as prescribed.  Today the Tabernacle system 

takes off, and the result is anything but lackluster. 

In short, what we’re going to see today from the account of Aaron and his sons 

finally initiating God’s plan for Tabernacle worship is just this: the goal isn’t simply 

going through the motions, but getting to see the Lord’s glory. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Anticipation 

 I’m going to break this chapter up into three sections: anticipation, approach, and 

appearance.  The first six verses are about the anticipation.  It is about Moses and Aaron 

and his sons and the elders of Israel getting everything and everyone together and ready 

to go.  Remember that ch. 8 was about the consecration of Aaron and his sons.  They 

were washed, robed, anointed, atoned for, ordained, and then installed with a period of 

seven days – a seven day ceremony to set apart the priests who would perform all these 

rites God had just prescribed to be done in the Tabernacle that had just been built at his 

request.  And now on the eighth day it is go time. 

 Now part of that week-long ceremony involved atoning for the priests’ sins.  It’s 

interesting that after Aaron and his sons stay at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting for 

seven days and seven nights the first thing they need to do is provide atonement for 

themselves again.  Aaron has already been purified for seven days, but then he still has to 

offer a sin offering for himself.  The point being that Aaron, just like any human being, is 

thoroughly sinful.  R.K. Harrison states, “Even the most dedicated and consecrated 
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person still sins and falls far short of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23; 5:12).  The closer one lives 

to the Lord’s will, the more one is aware of this corollary of sheer human existence”
3
  

The need for atonement runs deep throughout this book. 

 Also, there may be something to the fact that when the supplies for Aaron’s sin 

offering are listed here it says, “Take a bull calf for your sin offering…”  In ch. 4 when it 

talked about the sin offering it just talked about a bull.  Here the word calf is added.  The 

only other place in the Pentateuch when this word is used is in reference to the Golden 

Calf – the idol that Aaron had made for the people.  Aaron is reminded again that he is a 

desperate sinner.  But the Lord has chosen him to be High Priest in this system that 

ultimately sets up Jesus the Great High Priest and the only one who has never sinned, 

even in the most subconscious of thoughts, and who alone therefore can provide complete 

and total atonement. 

 So they’re getting everything together to get this sacrificial system rolling… 

notice also the clues in vv. 4 and 6.  Verse 4 – “[Gather everything for the sacrifices] for 

today the LORD will appear to you.”  This is the anticipation.  They’re not just going to 

perform some ceremonies.  The LORD was going to make an appearance!  Verse 6 – 

“[Everybody’s poised and ready.]  Then Moses said, ‘This is what the LORD has 

commanded you to do, so that the glory of the LORD may appear to you.’”   

There continues to be a strong note here of doing everything properly.  We see 

that everything is done just as Moses commanded in vv. 5 and 21.  And that phrase “as 

the LORD commanded” occurs in vv. 7 and 10.  So that’s there.  God reveals his will for 

how things are to be done and he is concerned with obedience.  But, as commentator John 

Hartley puts it, “Worship is more than the faithful carrying out of prescribed rituals; its 

goal is an encounter with God.”
4
  “Today the LORD will appear to you…. so that the 

glory of the LORD may appear to you.”  That’s the anticipation. 

 

Approach 

 Verses 7 through 22 now describe the approach.  All the instructions have been 

given.  The priests have been methodically consecrated.  Everything necessary has been 

gathered.  Now it’s time to do it.  “Moses said to Aaron, ‘Come to the altar and sacrifice 

your sin offering and your burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and the 

people; sacrifice the offering that is for the people and make atonement for them, as the 

LORD has commanded.  So Aaron came to the altar and [started the slaughtering]” (vv. 

7-8a).  Then after that he presented the grain offering (v. 17).  And then the fellowship 

offering (vv. 18-20).  Can you imagine how he must have felt his first time? 

 Chapters 1-6 listed 5 different kinds of offerings.  All of them except the guilt 

offering are used here.  The guilt offering was for cases of specific sins where reparation 

was necessary.  This might be a good time to review briefly what each of these other 

offerings represented.  The burnt offering pictured complete atonement – God’s wrath 

exhausted and his people accepted with pleasure.  The grain offering was a thank-you, a 

way of offering the best they had back to God in worship.  The fellowship offering was a 

meal for enjoying being at peace with God.  And the sin offering was a means of 

confession and purification. 

 Notice however that that order in which Aaron performs these offerings in ch. 9 is 

not the same order in which they are given in chs. 1-5.  “The order of the sacrifices is 

instructive,” says one scholar.  “The [sin] offering was first to show that the priority was 
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cleansing the holy place due to defilement and sin.  Then the worshippers could find full 

acceptance in the presence of God through the atoning effect of the burnt offering.  And 

this prompted their dedication to the LORD, as expressed through the [grain] offering.  

Finally, the worshippers could enjoy celebrating peace with God with the communal 

meal of the [fellowship] offering.”
5
 

 Aaron then waved a portion of the fellowship offering as prescribed in 7:30-32 

and then he “lifted his hands toward the people and blessed them.  And having sacrificed 

the sin offering, the burnt offering and the fellowship offering, he stepped down.”  Okay.  

He did it.  Now what? 

 

Appearance 

 Verse 23 – “Moses and Aaron then went into the Tent of Meeting.”  Before this 

only Moses had gone into this inner sanctuary that represented the immediate presence of 

God.  Now Aaron could too.  Everyone now observed that there was a High Priest that 

made atonement for the people and bore them to God. 

 But this time something extraordinary happened.  “When [Moses and Aaron] 

came out, they blessed the people; and [as had been anticipated] the glory of the LORD 

appeared to all the people” (v. 23b).  The LORD showed everyone that it all worked.  It 

wasn’t just some hoops to jump through, hoping that it did something somewhere.  The 

LORD accepted them, holy as he was.  He was with them, sinful as they were. 

The Hebrew word ‘glory’ has the sense of heaviness.  Not as in – “Oh, that’s 

heavy stuff.”  But in the sense of something that isn’t cheap, ephemeral, or 

inconsequential.  Something that is substantial and can’t be ignored.  It’s more dense than 

anything else and so when you put it next to other things there is no comparison.  It 

displaces and pushes to the periphery all else.  Glory.  The glory of the LORD appeared. 

 And the tangible manifestation of this here was that “fire came out from the 

presence of the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar” 

(v. 24a).  Aaron had already lit a fire and the sacrifices were slowly burning.  But now 

something like a solar flare reaches out and laps it all up with instantaneous incineration. 

 Supernatural stuff like this happened a few other places in the OT.  You may 

remember the story of the prophet Elijah confronting the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel.  

There the LORD showed that he was the true God when he sent fire from heaven to 

consume the water drenched sacrifices (1Kngs. 18:28).  Another place is when King 

Solomon dedicates the Temple in 2 Chronicles 7.  The Temple was a permanent, 

expanded version of the Tabernacle.  It’s interesting that there too once everything was in 

place and ready to go, supernatural fire came and “consumed the burnt offering and the 

sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple” (2Chron. 7:1).  And an 

illustration of the heaviness, the weight of glory is that “the priests could not enter the 

temple of the LORD because the glory of the LORD filled it.  When all the Israelites saw 

the fire coming down and the glory of the LORD above the temple, they knelt on the 

pavement with their faces to the ground, and they worshiped and gave thanks to the 

LORD, saying, ‘He is good; his love endures forever’” (2Cor. 7:2-3). 

Back to Leviticus 9…  A similar scene unfolds.  Now, that fire could have 

consumed the people, but it didn’t.  It selectively consumed the sacrifices.  And so it was 

immediately obvious that God – the holy God, the amazing, almighty, God – accepted 
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their worship.  And so what was the response of the people?  “Okay, great.  Got that 

done.  Now let’s get home and catch the game.” 

“And when all the people saw it, they shouted for joy and fell facedown” (v. 24b).  

“There is no other response to being received and blessed in the presence of the LORD; 

there is no other response to the glory of the LORD.”
6
  They are in awe.  They fall down 

and worship.  But it’s not a numinous kind of awe, filled with fear.  It’s a joyful awe.  

This is really the first occurrence of ‘joy’ in the whole Bible – this deep, genuine joy.  

They shouted for joy.  “It is the spontaneous response called forth by a glimpse of God’s 

majesty… or by the wonders of his work.”
7
  Isaiah 12:6 – “Shout aloud and sing for joy, 

people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 

You see: the goal isn’t simply going through the motions; it’s getting to see 

the Lord’s glory.  Another commentator says it this way, “The manifestation of God’s 

presence at the commencement of sacrificial offerings is a reminder that the goal of 

worship is to encounter God.”
8
  And when you see the Lord’s glory, when you genuinely 

encounter God, you are drawn reflexively to worship him with joy.  It’s a rush, a thrill, an 

experience.  Something happens.  You don’t just check a duty off a list. 

 

Application 

The Christian life and worship should be lively.  There should be a “true sense of 

the divine.”  If it’s just dead ritualism, then something is wrong.  Now come back next 

week to find out why it shouldn’t be pure wackiness and unbridled sensationalism.  We’ll 

talk about that as we look at ch. 10 and what happens next in Leviticus.  But this week 

the point is that God is real and he desires his people to experience that deeply, to see his 

glory and be “filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy” (1Pe. 1:8). 

That’s one translation of 1 Peter 1:8.  Here’s another – “rejoice with joy that is 

inexpressible and filled with glory” (ESV).  All over the NT the life modeled and taught 

is not one of empty formalism or grin-and-bear-it obedience.  It’s not a cold system of 

religious observance or obligatory procedures to get through so you can go on to the 

other stuff of life that brings joy and a sense of being alive.  It is, rather, a warm, lively, 

vital, genuine, deeply satisfying, at times intense life lived in the conscious enjoyment of 

God’s glory and grace; a joy that can even transcend our present circumstances (cf. James 

1:2). 

When the gospel came to a place “there was great joy in that city” (Acts 8:8).  

Paul says, “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!” (Ph. 4:4).  Jesus told 

his disciples his intention that “[his] joy may be in [them] and that [their] joy may be 

complete” (Jn. 15:11).  I could point to many more examples.  NT Christianity is 

anything but dour or hollow.  It’s joy and filled with glory. 

 There are things we are commanded to do in the NT; there is a basic NT pattern 

for public worship: we gather to pray, confess, give our tithes and offerings, hear his 

Word, baptize, eat at the Lord’s Table, and sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.  But 

the goal is never simply going through the motions, but getting to see the Lord’s 

glory. 

 Let me try to get practical with this.  Here are six further clarifications of what it 

means to see the Lord’s glory: 

 First – It’s in Jesus!  We’ve already seen as we’ve gone through Leviticus that 

Jesus is the ultimate burnt, sin, and guilt offerings that atone for our sins and bring us into 
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full fellowship with God.  And Jesus is our Great High Priest who perfectly meets our 

need. 

Today I must point out that it’s in Jesus is where we find the glory of God most 

vividly.  “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory” (Heb. 1:3).  When the second person of 

the Trinity became flesh and ‘tabernacled’ among us all that the OT Tabernacle was to 

represent found its fulfillment.  As John 1 says, “We have seen his glory, the glory of the 

One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).  Paul said 

that we see the “light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” (2Cor. 

4:6).  And Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (Jn. 14:9). 

 Jesus was the revelation of the glory of God on earth.  And especially after he was 

crucified and risen, to encounter him was to experience God’s joyful glory.  Think of the 

apostle Thomas who missed the initial resurrection appearances of Jesus and thought the 

others were off their rockers.  But Jesus came and said to Thomas, “‘Put your finger here: 

see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it into my side.  Stop doubting and believe.’  

Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’” (Jn. 20:27-28).  To see Jesus is to behold 

God’s glory and know that he is your gracious Redeemer. 

 Ah, but we cannot see Jesus now.  We cannot put our hands in his side.  How can 

we see the Lord’s glory?  Right after Thomas’ experience Jesus said, “‘Because you have 

seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’  

[And then it says –] Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  But these are written that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 

name” (Jn. 20:29-31).  The written eye-witness accounts, the apostle’s testimony, the 

Bible complete with Old and New Testaments is where we now see Jesus. 

The Holy Spirit, who came first upon the believers at Pentecost with flames of 

fire, dwells inside Christians and illumines them to see Jesus on the pages of Scripture, 

enlightens the eyes of our hearts to behold him there and experience with joy his 

awesome glory.  1 Peter 1:8 again – “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and 

even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 

inexpressible and glorious joy.” 

So our experience of the LORD’s glory at this stage of the game is particularly in 

Jesus; it’s not just a vague religious experience or what Jonathan Haidt
9
 would call the 

ecstasy of self-transcendence and can be explained with evolutionary thinking and seen in 

other religions.  And it’s given to us through Scripture, meditating on the truths about 

Christ revealed to us there. 

 Second – It’s punctuated or temporary.  In other words these senses of the divine 

come and go.  The Lord appeared and it was marvelous, but life eventually went on.  In 

Exodus 33 the LORD’s glory passed in front of Moses and then it passed him by.  The 

angels singing gloria in excelsis Deo to the shepherds at Christ’s birth left and the 

shepherds eventually had to go back to tending sheep.  The Mount of Transfiguration 

didn’t last forever.  You shouldn’t expect to live permanently on Cloud 9.  These 

experiences, senses are punctuated or temporary. 

 Third – It’s evolving.  The fire consuming the sacrifices happened the first time 

the Tabernacle and Temple was used.  Tongues of fire on believers happened the first 

time the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost.  The experiences of Jonathan Edwards and Ann 

Judson I led off with both happened surrounding their conversion; in other words at the 
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beginning of their Christian life.  Likewise, we can expect that our experiences 

sometimes are somewhat less fantastic as time goes on.  That doesn’t mean that they are 

less real or necessarily less meaningful.  The first time I held my wife’s hand when we 

had just become boyfriend and girlfriend, every nerve in my body tingled.  I have to say 

that that doesn’t quite happen like that the same way now after 10 years of marriage.  But 

I can say that our relationship is much deeper and more intimate and genuine than it was 

in those earlier days.  This part of our relationship with God and experience of his glory 

will grow and develop and change and may have less pyrotechnics but more light and 

heat. 

Fourth – It’s unpredictable.  There really isn’t a formula for making them happen.  

God’s not a genie in a bottle.  We do what he commands – we read his word, we pray, we 

come to church.  But some quiet times will be more filled with glory than others.  Some 

Sundays the glory of the LORD will be more palpable than others.  You can’t predict it.  

It’s kind of like entering Narnia and how “things never happen the same way twice.”  

One time recently I had an experience of the Lord’s glory by listening to a play list of 3 

or four songs on YouTube.  I listed these songs in the order I heard them and gave them 

to Andrea to listen to and it was good, but it was different.  God is sovereign.  We can’t 

manipulate him or put him in a box.  These encounters, though they happen at certain 

rendezvous points, are always a delightful surprise. 

 Along those lines, fifth – It’s a gift.  It’s God revealing himself, not us climbing a 

ladder and sneaking a peak of God.  He determines how and when to disclose himself.  

It’s a gift of his grace.  And as such it is not to puff us up and make us feel superior to 

others.  We shouldn’t compare ourselves with others.  We should simply be grateful.  We 

can ask, like Moses, to see his glory.  We should pray for the “full riches of complete 

understanding, in order that [we] may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ” (Col. 

2:2).  We shouldn’t be content with simply going through the motions.  But when it 

happens it is a gift. 

 And how does this happen?  How do you have an experience?  By not focusing on 

the experience but on the object of your worship.  Don’t seek the experience.  Seek 

Christ.  Don’t go and stand at the Grand Canyon and try analyze if you’re having a 

cosmic moment of wonder.  Just look at the Grand Canyon and observe.  It’s often hard 

to do, but this is key.  Just come to church, listen to God’s Word attentively, try to focus 

on Christ.  And in the process, sometimes God will amaze you with a new insight into 

and delight of his glory.  Sometimes big, sometimes small. 

Finally, sixth – It’s imperfect.  Any glimpse of his glory here is just that, a 

glimpse.  It will be mediated through the Word, it will be temporary and unpredictable 

and ultimately imperfect.  “For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: 

now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known” (1Cor. 13:12; KJV).  

That is the great and final goal of it all, the beatific vision, when we shall see the Lord 

face to face and gaze upon his glory for ever and ever.  Everything now is simply a 

foretaste of heaven. 

When we all get to Heaven, 

What a day of rejoicing that will be! 

When we all see Jesus, 

We’ll sing and shout the victory! 
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The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace” (Nu. 6:24-26). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, April 7, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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