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Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Bring Aaron and his sons, their garments, the anointing oil, the bull for the 

sin offering, the two rams and the basket containing bread made without yeast, 3 and gather the entire 

assembly at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting." 4 Moses did as the LORD commanded him, and the 

assembly gathered at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 5 Moses said to the assembly, "This is what the 

LORD has commanded to be done." 6 Then Moses brought Aaron and his sons forward and washed them 

with water. 7 He put the tunic on Aaron, tied the sash around him, clothed him with the robe and put the 

ephod on him. He also tied the ephod to him by its skillfully woven waistband; so it was fastened on him. 8 

He placed the breastpiece on him and put the Urim and Thummim in the breastpiece. 9 Then he placed the 

turban on Aaron's head and set the gold plate, the sacred diadem, on the front of it, as the LORD 

commanded Moses. 10 Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and everything in it, 

and so consecrated them. 11 He sprinkled some of the oil on the altar seven times, anointing the altar and 

all its utensils and the basin with its stand, to consecrate them. 12 He poured some of the anointing oil on 

Aaron's head and anointed him to consecrate him. 13 Then he brought Aaron's sons forward, put tunics on 

them, tied sashes around them and put headbands on them, as the LORD commanded Moses. 14 He then 

presented the bull for the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on its head. 15 Moses 

slaughtered the bull and took some of the blood, and with his finger he put it on all the horns of the altar to 

purify the altar. He poured out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. So he consecrated it to make 

atonement for it. 16 Moses also took all the fat around the inner parts, the covering of the liver, and both 

kidneys and their fat, and burned it on the altar. 17 But the bull with its hide and its flesh and its offal he 

burned up outside the camp, as the LORD commanded Moses. 18 He then presented the ram for the burnt 

offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on its head. 19 Then Moses slaughtered the ram and 

sprinkled the blood against the altar on all sides. 20 He cut the ram into pieces and burned the head, the 

pieces and the fat. 21 He washed the inner parts and the legs with water and burned the whole ram on the 

altar as a burnt offering, a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the LORD by fire, as the LORD 

commanded Moses. 22 He then presented the other ram, the ram for the ordination, and Aaron and his 

sons laid their hands on its head. 23 Moses slaughtered the ram and took some of its blood and put it on the 

lobe of Aaron's right ear, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 24 Moses also 

brought Aaron's sons forward and put some of the blood on the lobes of their right ears, on the thumbs of 

their right hands and on the big toes of their right feet. Then he sprinkled blood against the altar on all 

sides. 25 He took the fat, the fat tail, all the fat around the inner parts, the covering of the liver, both 

kidneys and their fat and the right thigh. 26 Then from the basket of bread made without yeast, which was 

before the LORD, he took a cake of bread, and one made with oil, and a wafer; he put these on the fat 

portions and on the right thigh. 27 He put all these in the hands of Aaron and his sons and waved them 

before the LORD as a wave offering. 28 Then Moses took them from their hands and burned them on the 

altar on top of the burnt offering as an ordination offering, a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the 

LORD by fire. 29 He also took the breast-- Moses' share of the ordination ram-- and waved it before the 

LORD as a wave offering, as the LORD commanded Moses. 30 Then Moses took some of the anointing oil 

and some of the blood from the altar and sprinkled them on Aaron and his garments and on his sons and 

their garments. So he consecrated Aaron and his garments and his sons and their garments. 31 Moses then 
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said to Aaron and his sons, "Cook the meat at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and eat it there with the 

bread from the basket of ordination offerings, as I commanded, saying, 'Aaron and his sons are to eat it.' 

32 Then burn up the rest of the meat and the bread. 33 Do not leave the entrance to the Tent of Meeting for 

seven days, until the days of your ordination are completed, for your ordination will last seven days. 34 

What has been done today was commanded by the LORD to make atonement for you. 35 You must stay at 

the entrance to the Tent of Meeting day and night for seven days and do what the LORD requires, so you 

will not die; for that is what I have been commanded." 36 So Aaron and his sons did everything the LORD 

commanded through Moses. 

 

Introduction 
 We’ve been going through the book of Leviticus for seven weeks now.  Leviticus 

is recounting what happened after God delivered his people from Egypt, led them through 

the Red Sea, gave them the Ten Commandments at Mt. Sinai, gave them instructions for 

building the Tabernacle, and then the Tabernacle was constructed.  The Tabernacle was 

to symbolically represent God’s presence among his people.  It was right in the middle of 

the Israelite encampment.  God says in Exodus 29:45-46 – “I will dwell among the 

Israelites and be their God.  They will know that I am the LORD their God, who brought 

them out of Egypt so that I might dwell among them.”  And that’s what we see at the end 

of the book of Exodus – the Tabernacle was completed exactly as God commanded and 

the glory of the LORD came down and filled it. 

Then God speaks to Moses from the center of the Tabernacle.  “Regulations 

explaining which sacrifices ought to be offered form the subject matter of Lev. 1-7 [the 

burnt offering, the grain offering, the fellowship offering, the sin offering, and the guilt 

offering].  But there was still no order of priests to carry out the ministry of atonement.  

Chs. 8-10 tell how the priesthood was instituted and the first sacrifices offered.”
1
  Today 

in ch. 8 we’re looking at the consecration of Aaron as High Priest and his sons as priests 

to serve in the Tabernacle. 

There are a lot of fancy robes, hats, complex rituals and protocol.  At first when I 

was reading this I thought it may seem completely foreign to people today.  I mean, what 

does our culture know of decorum?  When has anyone ever seen a ceremony when men 

dress in robes with a skillfully woven waistband and a fancy headdress?  And then I 

watched network TV with millions of other people on Wednesday as white smoke poured 

out of a chimney and a bunch of men in fancy robes put special clothes on one man and 

ordained him to a holy office.  Right?  I’m talking about the selection of Pope Francis I 

this week as leader of the Roman Catholic Church.  And Brian Williams wasn’t laughing 

about it – “Look at those silly hats.”  No, the world still knows something of the serious.  

We find a certain fascination with this kind of stuff. 

So today we look at the OT rituals of ordaining Aaron and his sons to the Israelite 

priesthood.  It’s a scene filled with sobriety and propriety.  But it wasn’t just tradition for 

tradition’s sake.  It wasn’t just an aesthetically pleasing service.  It had deep spiritual 

significance, preeminently to set the stage for Jesus, but also to teach us certain 

principles.  That’s what we’ll be looking at today.  In short, what we’re going to see from 

Leviticus 8 is just this: The Lord saves sinners and calls them into service. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Overview 
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 Always keep in mind that Leviticus is part three of a five part series.  You have to 

read Leviticus in the context of Genesis and Exodus.  That’s especially obvious today 

because “practically every verse in ch. 8 is a quotation or adaptation of commands first 

given in Exod. 29.”
2
  There’s a pattern that emerges as you read Exodus and Leviticus.  It 

goes like this: God gives instructions and then the people do them.  So by and large 

Exodus 25-31 are detailed instructions for how to build the Tabernacle and then Exodus 

35-40 relate in detail how the Tabernacle was built “just as the Lord commanded Moses.”  

Exodus 29 gives the detailed instructions for the consecration of Aaron and his sons to 

the priesthood and Leviticus 8 gives the detailed account of those instructions being 

carried out. 

There’s a repeated phrase found in this chapter.  Actually you see it regularly 

throughout the first five books of the Bible.  It’s the phrase – “as the LORD commanded 

Moses.”  There are seven sections, seven stages to the consecration of the priests in ch. 8, 

each capped off with that phrase – “as the LORD commanded Moses” (vv. 4, 9, 13, 17, 

21, 29, 36).  What’s that mean?  It means that the Lord is concerned with obedience. 

We all disobey; that’s why the whole sacrificial system was needed and why we 

ultimately need Jesus.  More on that in a moment.  Don’t misunderstand me as saying 

that the Bible and Christianity is just about you obeying God.  It’s not.  That misses 

grace.  It’s about you believing in Jesus, believing that he obeyed God perfectly for you, 

all the way to death on the cross where he paid for your disobedience. 

But that doesn’t mean that God is ever any less concerned with obedience.  

Becoming a Christian doesn’t mean that you no longer have to obey God.  It just means 

that now you actually have the desire and the power to obey God, knowing that the 

pressure’s off because all your disobedience is covered and Christ’s perfect obedience is 

credited to you.  So if you’re a Christian, listen attentively for his will today and seek by 

his grace to do it. 

 

Assembling 
 So let’s walk through the various components of the consecration ceremony for 

Aaron and his sons.  First, there was the assembling.  “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Bring 

[everything together] and gather the entire assembly at the entrance to the Tent of 

Meeting.”  Now this may have been every single person – man, woman, and child – or it 

could have been all the elders or heads of clans representing the whole population.  Either 

way, it was a public event.  This was not a secret society like the Masons. 

 Also, it’s important to note that this was not some home cooked religion made up 

by Moses where he installs his brother to high office, though it could look like that.  But 

this is a public ceremony done “as the LORD commanded Moses.”  It was in response to 

divine revelation.  One commentator writes, “The initiative for the entire affair had come 

from God.  Thus no charges of patronage or favouritism could be laid against Moses in 

the consecration of a close family member as high priest, since the choice was the 

Lord’s.”
3
 

 

Washing 
 The next step after the assembling was the washing.  “Then Moses brought Aaron 

and his sons forward and washed them with water” (v. 6).  It was a ritual bath 

symbolizing cleansing.  The priests couldn’t come to work dirty. 
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Robing 
 Then Aaron got dressed in his special clothes, which have already been described 

in detail earlier in Exodus.  Our society has moved away from uniforms in many ways 

today, but we still have something of it.  Judges wear robes.  Professors wear hoods at 

graduations.  Baseball players wear uniforms to mark them out.  Aaron’s outfit had a 

tunic, a sash, a robe, and ephod, a waistband, a breastpiece, a turban, and a diadem.  

Inside the breastpiece was the Urim and Thummim, a kind of ‘holy dice’ used at that time 

for making decisions.  Aaron’s sons also get uniforms, slightly different, a few verses 

later. 

 

Anointing 
 The next step was the anointing.  The Tabernacle and everything in it was 

anointed with this special fragrant concoction that the Lord had given the recipe for in 

Exodus.  Anointing with oil symbolized, among other things, setting something apart.  

Aaron too was anointed.  Psalm 133 describes it as being “poured on the head, running 

down on the beard… down upon the collar of his robes.”  In the Ancient Near East one of 

the great expressions of hospitality was to be anointed with oil.  When a guest entered the 

tent of a host and the host poured oil over his dry, weathered skin and the aroma filled the 

tent it was a great blessing and a way to express, “I’m making you at home in my home; 

I’m accepting you into my home as a part of my own household.”  This is part of what 

God is doing with Aaron.  He was being welcomed and divinely sanctioned for service in 

God’s house. 

 

Atoning 
 After assembling, washing, robing, and anointing came atoning (vv. 14-21).  

Aaron and his sons, before they could start performing sacrifices of atonement for people, 

needed to be atoned for themselves.  So there was a sin offering and a burnt offering.  

Moses throughout, in the absence of a High Priest, is acting as one. 

 

Ordaining 
The next phase was the ordaining.  It was comprised of sacrificing another ram 

and taking some of its blood and putting it on the lobe of the priests’ right ears, on the 

thumbs of their right hands, and on the big toes of their right feet.  I bet you didn’t know 

that ‘big toe’ was in the Bible, did you?  What’s up with that?  Well probably the 

extremities signify totality, like: from head to toe, the priests are covered.  Another 

possible symbolism is that it means “the priest must have consecrated ears ever to listen 

to God’s holy voice; consecrated hands at all times to do holy deeds; and consecrated feet 

to walk evermore in holy ways.”
4
  However you look at it, God was claiming the priests 

entirely for himself. 

The other part of the ordination involved a wave offering, where the fat and inner 

parts of the ram where taken and put in the priests’ hands along with some bread and the 

thigh and they waved it back in forth in front of the LORD.  I have no idea what this 

meant. 

 

Installing 
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Then the last piece was the installing.  Oil and blood were sprinkled on Aaron, his 

sons, and their garments.  They were supposed to then eat the meat at the entrance to the 

Tent of Meeting and hang out there for seven whole days.  So it wasn’t just a one hour 

service.  It was a seven day ordeal.  It’s a bit tedious, but that’s part of the point.  God is 

serious.  Being called into service is not a light thing. 

 

Jesus 
Okay, we’ve been in low gear, plowing through this text – assembling, washing, 

robing, anointing, atoning, ordaining, installing.  Now let’s kick it into high gear and start 

really cruising.  First, we need to see that almost all these images of consecration for 

service find a correlation in Jesus. 

Jesus was publicly called to ministry by the Lord himself when the voice came 

from heaven saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” (Mt. 

3:17; cf. Heb. 5:4ff).  In fact, the whole Jesus thing is not some secret society, but a 

public truth claim.  We don’t believe stuff that was done in a corner or behind some 

closed doors.  It’s out there for everyone to see and investigate.  He was crucified in 

public and his resurrection was witnessed by more than five hundred people at one time. 

Jesus was ceremonially washed.  That’s what his baptism by John was.  That’s 

how he began his public ministry. 

Jesus has his own regalia.  John’s vision of him in Revelation 1:13 includes him 

being “dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his 

chest.” 

Jesus was anointed.  In fact, the term Messiah means literally, ‘Anointed One’.  

He was anointed for his task by the Holy Spirit.  Right near the beginning of his public 

ministry in the Gospel of Luke we read that Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.” (Lk. 4:18). 

The point is that Jesus is the Great High Priest, set apart for the most important 

work of ministry ever (cf. Jn. 17:19).  The real correlation of this passage is not to the 

pope, but to Jesus.  This is one of the big points of the NT book of Hebrews.  Jesus is the 

ultimate High Priest.  It even uses the word for ordained used here in Leviticus 8 to 

describe Jesus and his High Priestly ministry (cf. Heb. 5:9).
5
 

Now let’s kick it into overdrive.  There is one glaring difference between Aaron 

and Jesus.  Aaron was a sinner, a big-time sinner.  Again, you have to read Leviticus right 

alongside Exodus.  Do you know what happened in Exodus 32 between the instructions 

for the Tabernacle and the construction of it?  Aaron led the Israelites in worshipping the 

Golden Calf!  Huge screw up!  Aaron deserved to die then and there, but Moses mediated 

for him and God had mercy.  Moses in many ways portrays Christ in this story, but we 

must remember that he too was a sinner.  In his past he killed a man and in his future he 

screws up big time and he himself is not permitted to enter the Promised Land.  There’s 

sin everywhere in the story and therefore there’s the need for atonement.  The people 

need atonement, and even their priests need atonement.  Gordon Wenham comments, “In 

this section one doctrine emerges very clearly: the universality and pervasiveness of 

sin.”
6
  We are all sinners in desperate need of atonement. 

But not so with Jesus.  He was not a sinner, and thus he alone could provide the 

ultimate ground of atonement.  Listen to how Hebrews 7:26-27 talks about our sinless 

High Priest Jesus: “Such a high priest meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, 
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set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.  Unlike the other high priests, he does 

not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of 

the people.  He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.”  Jesus, and 

Jesus alone, meets our need.  We need Someone to provide real atonement for our sins so 

that us sinners can live in the presence of our holy God.  That’s what Jesus has done.  

Praise God for providing what we need! 

 

Pastors 
 That’s the main thing we must see from this text.  It sets us up for Jesus, our Great 

High Priest.  He is the only One that can meet our deepest needs and bring us to God.  

Now that he has come we don’t have to go through any other mediators.  The Lord saves 

sinners.  But there are also other principles we can take from this.  It’s still true that there 

are people who perform priestly tasks.  The Lord saves sinners and calls them into 

service. 

 Think with me for a moment.  What was it priests did?  They provided symbolic 

atonement for sin, but much more, which appeased God.  Only Jesus can really do that.  

But they not only made sacrifices, they also guarded God’s holiness.  The Tabernacle was 

at the center of the Israelite encampment with three tribes on each side, but the Levites 

(the tribe of Aaron and the priests) was encamped immediately around the Tabernacle to 

guard it from being defiled (cf. Nu. 1:50).  So they guarded God’s holiness.  They taught 

(cf. 2Chron. 15:3).  They counseled.  They interceded.  They led worship.  They were 

spiritual leaders. 

 There’s a parallel between the High Priest and priests of the OT and the idea in 

the NT that Jesus is the ‘Chief Shepherd’ (1Pe. 5:4) and he appoints undershepherds, 

pastors to point people continually back to the sacrifice of Christ, to guard the truth, to 

teach and preach, to counsel, to pray for people, to lead public worship; to be the spiritual 

leaders of the community under the authority of Christ.  And these men are sinners.  

Adam, Phil, Mike, and I are pathetic, weak sinners.  I don’t say that to excuse corruption 

or incompetency, but to highlight God’s grace and remind you that even we need grace. 

 

Ordinary Christians 
 But I don’t want to spend too much time talking about pastors.  I want to remind 

everyone here that is in Christ that you too are a sinner, that Christ has atoned for your 

sins, and that he has called you into ministry.  You aren’t supposed to be just sitting back 

and watching a show put on by a few people.  In Ephesians 4 it describes how Christ has 

given the church certain officers, ministers of the Word like pastor teachers.  But their 

purpose is “to prepare God’s people for works of service” (Eph. 4:12a). 

 You can see hints in the OT that the whole nation of Israel was in some way 

supposed to be for God “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:6).  This is 

explicit in the NT (cf. Rev. 1:6).  1 Peter 2:5 says to Christians – “You also, like living 

stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  A few verses later it says, “You are a 

chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 

declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1Pe. 

2:9).  All Christians have a priestly calling – sinners called to serve.  This is part of 

what’s been called the doctrine of the ‘priesthood of all believers’.
7
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 Let me walk back through all those steps again: 

When you become a Christian you make a public profession of faith in Christ as 

your Savior and Lord.  There are no secret or anonymous Christians – just between me 

and Jesus.  No, you join the assembly. 

 You get baptized, a ceremonial washing that pictures the deep cleansing that has 

happened at your conversion.  And throughout your Christian life Jesus continues to wash 

your feet (cf. Jn. 13:8), cleansing you of defilement. 

  You’ve been given Christ’s robe of righteousness to wear, making you fit for the 

job. 

You’ve been anointed with the Holy Spirit, set apart to be Christ’s witnesses and 

ambassadors in this world.  Paul says God has “anointed us” (2Cor. 1:21).  Do you feel 

inadequate for ministry?  Good!  Cause you are.  You’re ordinary, but you’ve been 

anointed with the Holy Spirit.  “No ministry is possible without the power of the Holy 

Spirit.”
8
  But Christians have been anointed with the Holy Spirit and we can do ministry 

in his power.  Every Christian is also given at least one spiritual gift to be used in service.  

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 12:7 – “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 

given for the common good.” 

 If you’re a Christian you’ve been atoned for.  This means you’re not just ordinary; 

you’re a sinner.  Doing ministry never means you’ve arrived.  We don’t wait to minister 

to others until we’ve attained perfection.  We minister out of our brokenness and messed 

upness.  One person I read this week on this passage wrote this: 

 

God must use imperfect people to serve as leaders of his people.  He does 

not demand perfection from those who are willing to serve him.  God’s 

grace is particularly evident in Aaron’s appointment to the high 

priesthood, for the very one who had been the chief sinner (Exod 32) now 

became the chief mediator for the people of God.  Servants of God in all 

ages are in desperate need of the cleansing provided by God to be 

available and useful in his service.”
9
 

 

Isn’t it amazing that God calls and uses sinners like us?  I was struck this week 

thinking about Aaron being ordained to this office after he had done the whole Golden 

Calf thing.  And then I realized that this is the pattern all over the Bible.  In our Family 

Worship time this week we read about King David’s colossal screw up with Bathsheba 

and Uriah.  He messed up big time and yet God still forgave and continued to use him.  

And I was thinking particularly about that story – it would be wrong to read that story 

and say, “Oh that gives me an idea, maybe I could try to go to the roof of my house and 

see if I can look out and find some women bathing.”  That would be a wrong way to 

interpret this text, right?  It’s not giving us tips for sinning.  But, get this: it would also be 

a wrong way to interpret that story to merely mine it for tips to avoid doing what David 

did.  That story is not primarily in the Bible to teach us how to do better than David… so 

we can learn from his mistakes and achieve moral integrity.  No.  It’s in the Bible to show 

us that even the best are screw ups and need Jesus!  It should make us thankful beyond 

measure for Jesus and his perfect Priesthood. 

There’s a church in Nashville called Immanuel as well and they have this thing 

they call the Immanuel mantra.
10

  It goes like this: (1) I am a complete idiot; (2) because 
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of Christ, my future is incredibly bright; and (3) you can get in on this too.  So listen: you 

can’t atone for people’s sins, but as someone who is learning how Jesus meets your 

deepest needs you can point others to his all-sufficient atonement.  That kind of priestly 

service is yours to participate in. 

You’ve been in a sense ordained to a high calling.  God has claimed you, all of 

you, for him – your ears, your hands, your feet.  There’s no part of your life that is left 

out of this. 

And finally, what can we take away from the seven-day installation process?  

Ministry is not a sprint but a marathon.  It takes perseverance.  It’s involved.  It’s not a 

task of quick fixes, but sustained, patient service. 

 

Conclusion 

Listen: if you don’t know Jesus as your Great High Priest who meets your need, 

that’s what you need today.  Confess your sin.  Don’t offer God your service. 

If you are a Christian, I want to encourage you today that even though you are 

still a sinner, the Lord has saved you and called you into service.  You have a calling.  

You’re a priest!  This is not an obligation but an opportunity. 

You are supposed to point people to the once-for-all sacrifice of Christ in 

evangelism and also in ministering to other believers who so easily forget. 

You have a role in guarding God’s holiness by distinguishing false teaching from 

true and by confronting brothers and sisters in their sin. 

You too are supposed to teach others.  Colossians 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you 

sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.” 

You are competent to counsel.  You are supposed to love people, which means in 

part listening to their problems, and then, sensitively and compassionately speaking truth 

that addresses those problems.  Romans 15:14 says you are “able to instruct one another” 

(ESV). 

You are supposed to intercede for others.  James 5:16 – “Confess your sins to 

each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.”  That’s priestly work! 

I know some of you feel in over your head right now in ministry.  That’s great!  

That’s right where you’re supposed to be.  You’re involved in people’s problems.  You’re 

concerned.  You’re discipling people.  You’re praying for people.  You shouldn’t feel 

like I’m throwing more onto your life. 

But I know some of you are not really doing this.  You’re mostly watching a 

show.  You’re not in up to your ear lobes.  This isn’t a guilt trip, it’s a reminder of who 

you are in Christ and the great privilege he has given you to be a priest.  There are great 

needs in our world and even just in our church.  And there is no greater thrill in life than 

to be involved in leading people to and reminding people of Jesus as the One who meets 

our need.  That is what you are here on earth for! 

And it’s not just that some are ministering and some are ministry projects.  No.  

We all need to minister and be ministered to by each other.  Maybe the Lord is calling 

you today to seek out someone in the church to minister to you.  Just remember that being 

ministered to doesn’t preclude you from still doing ministry as well.  The Lord saves 

sinners and calls them to service. 
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The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace” (Nu. 6:24-26). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, March 17, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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