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Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Say to the Israelites: 'When anyone sins unintentionally and does what is 

forbidden in any of the LORD's commands-- 3 "'If the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt on the people, he 

must bring to the LORD a young bull without defect as a sin offering for the sin he has committed. 4 He is 

to present the bull at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting before the LORD. He is to lay his hand on its head 

and slaughter it before the LORD. 5 Then the anointed priest shall take some of the bull's blood and carry 

it into the Tent of Meeting. 6 He is to dip his finger into the blood and sprinkle some of it seven times before 

the LORD, in front of the curtain of the sanctuary. 7 The priest shall then put some of the blood on the 

horns of the altar of fragrant incense that is before the LORD in the Tent of Meeting. The rest of the bull's 

blood he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 8 

He shall remove all the fat from the bull of the sin offering-- the fat that covers the inner parts or is 

connected to them, 9 both kidneys with the fat on them near the loins, and the covering of the liver, which 

he will remove with the kidneys-- 10 just as the fat is removed from the ox sacrificed as a fellowship 

offering. Then the priest shall burn them on the altar of burnt offering. 11 But the hide of the bull and all its 

flesh, as well as the head and legs, the inner parts and offal-- 12 that is, all the rest of the bull-- he must 

take outside the camp to a place ceremonially clean, where the ashes are thrown, and burn it in a wood fire 

on the ash heap. 13 "'If the whole Israelite community sins unintentionally and does what is forbidden in 

any of the LORD's commands, even though the community is unaware of the matter, they are guilty. 14 

When they become aware of the sin they committed, the assembly must bring a young bull as a sin offering 

and present it before the Tent of Meeting. 15 The elders of the community are to lay their hands on the 

bull's head before the LORD, and the bull shall be slaughtered before the LORD. 16 Then the anointed 

priest is to take some of the bull's blood into the Tent of Meeting. 17 He shall dip his finger into the blood 

and sprinkle it before the LORD seven times in front of the curtain. 18 He is to put some of the blood on the 

horns of the altar that is before the LORD in the Tent of Meeting. The rest of the blood he shall pour out at 

the base of the altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 19 He shall remove all the fat 

from it and burn it on the altar, 20 and do with this bull just as he did with the bull for the sin offering. In 

this way the priest will make atonement for them, and they will be forgiven. 21 Then he shall take the bull 

outside the camp and burn it as he burned the first bull. This is the sin offering for the community. 22 

"'When a leader sins unintentionally and does what is forbidden in any of the commands of the LORD his 

God, he is guilty. 23 When he is made aware of the sin he committed, he must bring as his offering a male 

goat without defect. 24 He is to lay his hand on the goat's head and slaughter it at the place where the 

burnt offering is slaughtered before the LORD. It is a sin offering. 25 Then the priest shall take some of the 

blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out 

the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 26 He shall burn all the fat on the altar as he burned the fat of 

the fellowship offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for the man's sin, and he will be 

forgiven. 27 "'If a member of the community sins unintentionally and does what is forbidden in any of the 

LORD's commands, he is guilty. 28 When he is made aware of the sin he committed, he must bring as his 

offering for the sin he committed a female goat without defect. 29 He is to lay his hand on the head of the 

sin offering and slaughter it at the place of the burnt offering. 30 Then the priest is to take some of the 

blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of the blood 
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at the base of the altar. 31 He shall remove all the fat, just as the fat is removed from the fellowship 

offering, and the priest shall burn it on the altar as an aroma pleasing to the LORD. In this way the priest 

will make atonement for him, and he will be forgiven. 32 "'If he brings a lamb as his sin offering, he is to 

bring a female without defect. 33 He is to lay his hand on its head and slaughter it for a sin offering at the 

place where the burnt offering is slaughtered. 34 Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin 

offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of the 

blood at the base of the altar. 35 He shall remove all the fat, just as the fat is removed from the lamb of the 

fellowship offering, and the priest shall burn it on the altar on top of the offerings made to the LORD by 

fire. In this way the priest will make atonement for him for the sin he has committed, and he will be 

forgiven. 

5:1 "'If a person sins because he does not speak up when he hears a public charge to testify regarding 

something he has seen or learned about, he will be held responsible. 2 "'Or if a person touches anything 

ceremonially unclean-- whether the carcasses of unclean wild animals or of unclean livestock or of unclean 

creatures that move along the ground-- even though he is unaware of it, he has become unclean and is 

guilty. 3 "'Or if he touches human uncleanness-- anything that would make him unclean-- even though he is 

unaware of it, when he learns of it he will be guilty. 4 "'Or if a person thoughtlessly takes an oath to do 

anything, whether good or evil-- in any matter one might carelessly swear about-- even though he is 

unaware of it, in any case when he learns of it he will be guilty. 5 "'When anyone is guilty in any of these 

ways, he must confess in what way he has sinned 6 and, as a penalty for the sin he has committed, he must 

bring to the LORD a female lamb or goat from the flock as a sin offering; and the priest shall make 

atonement for him for his sin. 7 "'If he cannot afford a lamb, he is to bring two doves or two young pigeons 

to the LORD as a penalty for his sin-- one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. 8 He is to 

bring them to the priest, who shall first offer the one for the sin offering. He is to wring its head from its 

neck, not severing it completely, 9 and is to sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering against the side of 

the altar; the rest of the blood must be drained out at the base of the altar. It is a sin offering. 10 The priest 

shall then offer the other as a burnt offering in the prescribed way and make atonement for him for the sin 

he has committed, and he will be forgiven. 11 "'If, however, he cannot afford two doves or two young 

pigeons, he is to bring as an offering for his sin a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering. He must 

not put oil or incense on it, because it is a sin offering. 12 He is to bring it to the priest, who shall take a 

handful of it as a memorial portion and burn it on the altar on top of the offerings made to the LORD by 

fire. It is a sin offering. 13 In this way the priest will make atonement for him for any of these sins he has 

committed, and he will be forgiven. The rest of the offering will belong to the priest, as in the case of the 

grain offering.'" 

 

Introduction 
 Some parts of the Christian tradition observe a time leading up to Good Friday 

and Easter that’s called Lent.  It started on February 13
th

 (Ash Wednesday) and the 

Lenten season is a time especially devoted to contrition.  The word ‘contrite’ comes from 

a Latin word meaning ‘crushed’ or ‘pulverized’.  So Lent is a time to be brought low, 

broken.  You’ve maybe heard of the biblical phrase – ‘to repent in dust and ashes?’ 

 The confession we’re going to use later in our service is from the Anglican Book 

of Common Prayer.  It gives words to contrition.  It is an aid for repentance.  There is a 

phrase in there about being ‘miserable offenders’.  How does that sit with you?  Overkill?  

C.S. Lewis was an Anglican and he wrote an essay addressing the clamor in his day (mid-

twentieth century) to soften that kind of language in the Prayer Book.  “Does that sound 

very gloomy?” he asked.  “Does Christianity encourage morbid introspection?”  And then 

he said: 

 

The alternative is much more morbid.  Those who do not think about their 

own sins make up for it by thinking incessantly about the sins of others.  It 

is healthier to think of one’s own.  It is the reverse of morbid.  It is not 

even, in the long run, very gloomy.  A serious attempt to repent and really 
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to know one’s own sins is in the long run a lightening and relieving 

process.
1
 

 

So introspection can be a good thing, Lewis says.  That’s what we’re talking about today. 

 The passage we’re looking at today fits this theme of contrition very well.  It’s our 

fourth sermon in the book of Leviticus.  It’s on what was called the Sin Offering.  “This 

section [with fifty-three attestations to one of the Hebrew words for ‘sin’] is the heaviest 

concentration of the discussion of ‘sin’ in the [whole] Bible.”
2
  It talks about all kinds of 

sins, even things it calls sin that don’t seem like that big of a deal.  This chapter speaks 

about confession.  And it’s full of blood – animals being sacrificed right and left to pay 

for these sins. 

Is this healthy – all this talk of sin?  Is it healthy to focus so much and so 

constantly on what we’ve done wrong and needing to be forgiven?  That’s a legitimate 

question, I think.  And I understand where it comes from.  Many today find a constant 

focus on sin to be unhelpful, even psychologically detrimental and prefer to use 

therapeutic language and explore different factors in our ‘dysfunction’.  I do believe that 

the concept of sin can be misused and employed in an abusive way (or shall we say, 

sinful way?).  But here’s the thing: thinking in terms of sin and guilt and repentance and 

forgiveness really is the framework and language of the Bible.  Sin is a foundational 

biblical category. 

In our culture of victimhood where everyone is getting in tune with the ways they 

were wounded as a child we can see something of what Lewis was speaking about – 

instead of thinking about our own sins we think incessantly about the sins of others.  And 

this can lead to an ironic form of self-righteousness and arrogance and self-absorption… 

which are sins.  In our sinful world it is true, don’t hear me wrongly, that everyone has 

been sinned against.  And some people have been sinned against in grievous, awful ways.  

And that can’t be minimized; it must be acknowledged and dealt with sensitively and 

with compassion.  But at some point it is always necessary to examine the ways that we 

have responded sinfully to the ways we’ve been sinned against. 

Our world is in a mess because of sin and it doesn’t do any good to skirt that 

issue.  And it only becomes morbid and unhealthy when the gospel is not right there in 

the mix.  Just talking about sin without also talking about the never-depleted store of 

grace available in Jesus will result in a mental, emotional, spiritual imbalance.  Only 

talking about the grace of Jesus without discussing sin, makes grace make absolutely no 

sense.  Put together we have the biblical prescription for health. 

Today I’m going to tell you that you’re a sinner.  Even if you’re a born again 

Christian, you’re a sinner.  And you sin way more than you know.  And it’s good to be 

made aware of your sins.  Today I’m praying that the Holy Spirit works to do his job to 

convict you of your many sins.  I’m going to try to get you to see ways that you have 

sinned and that sin is serious. 

But that’s not it, because if I stopped there you might get the impression that the 

Christian message is – “Stop sinning!”  Today I’m also praying that the Holy Spirit 

works to do his other job, which is to convince you of Jesus’ awesomeness.  You’re not 

awesome.  But Jesus is awesome.  He never sinned.  And yet he loves you.  He loves you 

so much to shed his blood for you.  This is good news.  This is freeing news.  This is 
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news that gradually works to take your focus off of yourself (which is at the root of sin) 

and makes you over time more and more healthy… the better, biblical word is holy. 

In short, as we look at this passage together today what we’re going to see is just 

this: The Lord will restore the Christian sinner who appeals to him for forgiveness 

on the basis of the purifying blood of Christ. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Recap 

So let’s recap briefly where we’ve come in the book of Leviticus.  Some people 

think Leviticus is one of the most irrelevant parts of the Bible.  Not so.  I hope, if you’ve 

been with us the last few weeks, that you’ve seen how useful Leviticus really is.  It 

corresponds to and fills out in so many ways who Jesus is and what he has done and that 

is always timely. 

Leviticus starts off with God giving instructions for different kinds of offerings 

that would be made at the Tabernacle. 

So the first offering that is mentioned is the burnt offering.  The burnt offering 

could be brought by anyone at any time, but it was also regularly offered every morning 

and every evening.  It was an atoning sacrifice.  A spotless animal symbolically died in 

the place of an imperfect person.  It was a constant picture of God’s acceptance of his 

people, based upon atonement.  This clearly points forward to Christ.  The only way 

anyone can be accepted by God is through the atoning death of Christ on the cross – a 

one-time event but one that has to be remembered constantly.  Because Jesus took my sin 

and paid the penalty, I don’t have to and God is pleased. 

The second offering followed upon the first.  It was the grain offering.  It was a 

way for those who knew they were graciously accepted to offer tribute to the Lord.  They 

would give up a portion of their material blessings to God as a way to say thank you for 

all of his manifold blessings.  It works the same way today.  The grace of God as seen 

through the sacrifice of Christ captures our hearts and we offer the best we have and our 

very selves back to God in worship. 

The third offering, which we looked at last week, was also predicated upon the 

burnt offering.  The third offering was called a fellowship offering and it was a 

celebration.  It was a sacrifice that the people actually got to eat.  And it was a way to 

recognize that since God’s wrath was propitiated and all that was left was unmerited 

favor, they could eat and enjoy being at peace with God.  People could experience table 

fellowship with the Lord Almighty.  What a privilege.  We don’t just receive a 

presidential pardon and then express our gratitude from afar, we get to dine at the White 

House!  Christians, because of Christ’s work, get to have actual fellowship with God – 

we hear from him, we talk to him, we enjoy his presence and his peace. 

 

Overview of the Sin Offering 

 Now, if you are a Christian, can your acceptance before God ever change?  No.  

Never.  If Christ has died for your sins and you’ve been declared not guilty, there is no 

double jeopardy.  It’s done.  Your salvation is secure.  Praise God!  He can never love 

you less; he can never love you more.  I don’t know about you, but I can’t hear that 

enough. 
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But can your experience of fellowship with God ever fluctuate?  Yes.  Can your 

level of intimacy with God change?  Yes.  In both directions.  What causes it to go down?  

There are several different reasons, but one of them is if you sin.  Sin disrupts fellowship. 

Think of it this way: if you’re a parent, can you ever imagine not loving your 

child?  No, right?  You look at them with uncontrollable affection.  Often you just stare at 

them with wonder and smile.  Sometimes after dinner Andrea and I will just sit on the 

couch for an hour and say nothing and just watch our girls run around the living room.  

It’s an intense joy.  Even when they disobey or do some ugly things, I still love them and 

I discipline because I’m deeply concerned for them.  Well God’s a perfect Father.  Those 

who are in Christ are his children. 

But now imagine this: what if your kids start getting caught up with friends that 

are a bit deviant and do some bad stuff?  Do you love him or her any less?  Of course not, 

but there is a breach in the relationship, right?  What if it turns into keeping stuff from 

you – doing things behind your back and carrying on some secret, double life?  You 

probably know about it, but your child is not open with you.  Is there a full enjoyment of 

familial intimacy?  No, there’s not. 

Chapters 1-3 of Leviticus are describing offerings made in communion.  Starting 

here in ch. 4 we begin to look at offerings that were to be made for communion.  This is 

what to do when fellowship is strained.  The first three offerings were voluntary.  This 

one and the one next week were necessary to restore communion.  Notice the opening 

words of ch. 4 – “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Say to the Israelites…’” (vv. 1-2).  It’s 

obvious there’s a new section beginning here. 

This is for God’s people who have been redeemed from slavery in Egypt and set 

on a course to the Promised Land, who have been given God’s laws, who are living in the 

regular rhythm of burnt, grain, and fellowship offerings… and then they sin.  God’s 

people still sin.  “When [not if] anyone sins…”  But did you notice the qualifier put in 

front of sin here?  “When anyone sins unintentionally and does what is forbidden in any 

of the LORD’s commands…”  And then the sentence trails off.  This is a heading for the 

whole section.  This is talking about unintentional sins. 

Now what does that mean?  Unintentional sins?  The main other place in the Bible 

where unintentional sins are mentioned is in Numbers 15.  And there it is making a 

distinction between two categories of sin: unintentional and defiant, or more literally 

‘with a high hand.’  A contemporary way to think of this is sinning with your middle 

finger up to God.  For sins of a high hand it seems that there was no sacrifice or hope of 

atonement, but that person was to be cut off. 

Wait a minute, wait a minute… so you’re saying the Bible only says that 

inadvertent sins can be forgiven, but really bad, flagrant, conscious sins can’t?  No.  

First, remember who the audience is here.  It’s God’s people, radically redeemed from 

Egypt, given God’s magnificent presence and promises.  If you’re not part of God’s 

people, if you’re not a Christian today and you’re thinking, “I’ve done some pretty 

blasphemous, wicked things in my life, is there any hope for me?”  Yes, there is.  You 

don’t start here in Leviticus 4 but back in ch. 1 in a sense.  You’re not ready for the sin 

offering, but you need to trust in Christ as your burnt offering.  You’re not talking about 

restoring fellowship, you need to enter into fellowship for the first time.  And that is wide 

open to the “vilest offender who truly believes.” 
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The Apostle Paul, who wrote most of the NT, was just such a man.  He was a 

venomous Christ-hater.  He, with full faculty of his mind, will, and emotions had 

Christians murdered in cold blood.  His sins were many, serious, and premeditated.  But 

listen to his testimony: 

 

Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, 

I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.  The grace 

of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus.  Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves 

full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners – of 

whom I am the worst.  But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that 

in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited 

patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive 

eternal life. (1Tim. 1:13-16) 

 

That can be you!  No matter what your past is, you can turn to Christ and have all of that 

forgiven and be fully and completely accepted by God.  I think of Jesus’ words about 

those who were crucifying him – “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 

are doing” (Lk. 23:34).  The most blatant, willing sin can become like an unintentional 

sin and be blotted out if you humbly acknowledge it and say, “What was I thinking??!!” 

and ask for forgiveness. 

 So what about those who are part of God’s covenant people.  You’ve confessed 

faith in Christ, become a member of a church, been part of the whole Christian thing for 

awhile… That is who is in view here in ch. 4 and the assumption is that if you have been 

dramatically rescued and experienced God’s great grace, you won’t want to go on sinning 

with impunity.  There will be a fundamental change in you so that you want to please 

God.  You will have seen the cost of your sin on the cross and you hate it.  That doesn’t 

mean there’s not a struggle and that the things that you want to do you do not always do 

and the thing you hate you sometimes do (cf. Rom. 7).  But sin is an aberration for you; 

it’s not consistent with your deepest character.  You want to obey God, not to earn his 

favor, but because you’ve been given his favor.  When you sin, you feel bad about it 

fairly quickly. 

 That’s the assumption that’s behind this.  And so you will still sin, regularly 

because the old person is still hanging on with you all throughout this life.  But those sins 

are called unintentional, not because you only sin on accident.  Although accidental sins 

are part of this.  How many times have you said something like: “Oh, but I didn’t mean 

to?”  But it’s still a sin and has consequences.  And you have to say sorry.  But there are 

things in this section that are still willing violations of God’s requirements, like when you 

know you have something to testify to in a case and you don’t do it.  You will do things 

that are wrong, but it will be out of character.  And you will be made aware of this – by 

the Holy Spirit or by another member of the community – and you won’t make excuses 

but will confess and repent.  And there is forgiveness and restoration.  That’s the point. 

 There is however a NT counterpart to sins of a high hand.  If someone in the 

community is blatantly sinning and the sin is brought to his attention and he does not 

repent; if he continues to recklessly plow ahead in this sin, essentially flipping God the 

bird, after a process laid out in the NT of escalating warnings and calls to repentance that 
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person is to be cut off from the community – excommunicated, which means not allowed 

to eat anymore at the Lord’s Table.  It’s a serious thing. 

And yet, even then there is still a possibility of repentance and restoration.  We 

have an example of church discipline in the NT working that way so that the person 

eventually did come back into fellowship with God and God’s people (cf. 2Cor. 2:6-8).  

It’s when someone comes to her senses and says, “What was I thinking??!”  That can 

happen.  One commentator I read on this said that “confession was a means whereby a 

deliberate sin was considered an inadvertent sin, which qualified it to be expiated.”
3
  God 

is full of grace! 

However, it’s dangerous presume upon God’s grace.  The book of Hebrews, 

giving the NT commentary on this idea of sins of a high hand, states – “If we deliberately 

keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is 

left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the 

enemies of God” (Heb. 10:26-27).  It’s a dangerous, dangerous place to be to have come 

into the Christian community and then harden your heart to sin.  There are imposters, the 

Bible says.  There is such a thing as a point of no return, a blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, 

the unforgiveable sin.  Don’t flirt with it.  And if you are, repent in dust and ashes and 

return today to the Lord, for he is full of mercy. 

 This section on the sin offering is all about staying spiritually supple.  It involves 

regularly recognizing sin and confessing it and going to God to have it cleansed in order 

to maintain closeness with him. 

 

Walking Through The Sin Offering 

So let’s walk quickly through this section now that you have an idea of what’s 

being talked about.  And let me pull out some more applications. 

First, God deals with when a High Priest sins.  Verses 3-12 are talking about “if 

the anointed priest sins.”  Throughout the rest of the chapter the priest is involved in the 

process, but what if the priest is unclean?  That’s why it starts off with this.  And isn’t it 

interesting to realize that in the OT system, even the High Priest was a sinner who had to 

offer sacrifices for himself?  And isn’t it so cool that Jesus – the Ultimate High Priest – 

never sinned?  Hebrews picks up on this and speaking of Jesus says, “Such a high priest 

meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above 

the heavens.  Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after 

day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people.  He sacrificed for their sins 

once for all when he offered himself” (Heb. 7:26-27). 

And notice that “if the anointed priest sins, [he brings] guilt on the people.”  The 

High Priest was the spiritual representative of the people and his sin had the potential to 

bring guilt on them!  It just shows us how awesome Jesus is.  He is our spiritual 

representative and not only does he never bring guilt on us but takes it away, he also 

brings righteousness upon us! 

Well, let’s keep going.  The specifications for the priest’s sin offering involved a 

costly bull.  And it also involved bringing blood into the Holy Place, the covered tent 

inside the Tabernacle complex that had the altar for incense in it and putting some blood 

on it and on the curtain that cordoned off the Most Holy Place.  The inner parts of the bull 

were burned on the bronze altar in the courtyard and the rest was taken outside the camp. 
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The same is essentially true for the sins of the whole community discussed in vv. 

13-21.  These were serious sins that penetrated all the way in to the curtain of the 

Tabernacle. 

But with the section on when a leader of the community sins (a tribal chief or 

head of family), the requirements for atonement seem to lessen.  It is only a goat instead 

of a bull.  And the blood doesn’t go into the Holy Place.  And the meat didn’t have to be 

disposed of outside the camp (ch. 6 tells us the priests could eat it).  

And then in vv. 27-35 which talk about a regular member of the community 

sinning it is only a female goat or lamb.  And again the blood is just put on the horns of 

the bronze altar and not everything was disposed of. 

 What does this mean?  It’s a vivid depiction of the truth Jesus spoke of when he 

said, “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the 

one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked” (Lk. 12:48).  All sin 

was sin.  As one person puts it, “No religious or civil leader was so prominent that his sin 

was condoned, nor any man so insignificant that his sin was ignored.”
4
  But there’s also a 

scale of seriousness of sin.  The sin of the High Priest was a bigger deal with more 

ramifications than the sin of a common Israelite. 

 Getting more specific, if I sin it has bigger consequences and effects than if a new 

Christian, regular member of the church sins.  That’s scary.  James 3:1 says, “Not many 

of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach 

will be judged more strictly.”  Yikes!  So if a spiritual leader messes up it has to be taken 

seriously (1Tim. 5:20).  BUT the good news is that there’s still grace for us!  Jesus’ blood 

is still effective for leaders and full forgiveness is still available.  Praise God! 

 What else do we see in this section?  We see that God is so abundantly gracious!  

In other pagan systems the sacrifices were human attempts to get the gods’ favor.  Here, 

this whole system is God’s idea!  It’s his provision.  It’s him saying, “Here’s what you 

can do to have a clear conscience.” 

 And we see that it’s available to all.  In ch. 5 a sliding scale is introduced.  If you 

couldn’t afford a lamb you could bring two doves or two young pigeons.  And if someone 

couldn’t even afford birds, he could bring a tenth of an ephah of fine flour.  No oil or 

incense was to be mixed with it because this was not a happy thing, it was to be somber 

and contrite.  But just 2 liters of flour could do it if that’s all you had!  God is not 

demanding.  He wants his children, all of them, to have a way to deal with their sins. 

 Normally though it is an animal and blood is involved because we also see here 

that sin requires death.  Blood must be shed.  God’s justice has to be satisfied.  Death was 

the consequence for sin spelled out in the Garden.  The animal’s bloody death pictured 

this reality.  But ultimately it took Jesus and his death and his blood. 

What else?  We see sins of omission are still sins in 5:1-13.  We see that there are 

things you can do just by living in this sin-soaked world that contaminate you even if 

you’re not trying to live upright.  You can’t escape sin in this world.  You sin all the time.  

How many times have you thought about something you said and realized that was 

arrogant; that was hurtful?  If you don’t know what your sins are right now, ask 

someone… 

 

Conclusion 
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This sermon hasn’t worked if you just say, “Oh, now I better understand what the 

sin offering was about.”  No, the goal is that you would be made aware of some of your 

sins and engage with God about them.  Not pledging to do better, but confessing and 

consciously laying hold again of the blood of Christ and experiencing renewed and 

heightened fellowship with him again.  As one person has explained, “For a Christian the 

animal offering is no longer necessary, since Christ’s death has brought purification, but 

confession is, if fellowship with God is to be reestablished.”
5
 

1 John 1:5-2:2 is the NT counterpart to the sin offering in Leviticus.  Let’s 

conclude by going there together: 

 

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is 

light; in him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship 

with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But 

if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  If we 

claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If 

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we 

make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.  My dear 

children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.  But if anybody does 

sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus Christ, 

the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only 

for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, “since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us 

draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 

water.  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful” 

(Heb. 10:21-23). 
 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 24, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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