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Text 
"'When someone brings a grain offering to the LORD, his offering is to be of fine flour. He is to pour oil on 

it, put incense on it 2 and take it to Aaron's sons the priests. The priest shall take a handful of the fine flour 

and oil, together with all the incense, and burn this as a memorial portion on the altar, an offering made by 

fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 3 The rest of the grain offering belongs to Aaron and his sons; it is a 

most holy part of the offerings made to the LORD by fire. 4 "'If you bring a grain offering baked in an oven, 

it is to consist of fine flour: cakes made without yeast and mixed with oil, or wafers made without yeast and 

spread with oil. 5 If your grain offering is prepared on a griddle, it is to be made of fine flour mixed with 

oil, and without yeast. 6 Crumble it and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering. 7 If your grain offering is 

cooked in a pan, it is to be made of fine flour and oil. 8 Bring the grain offering made of these things to the 

LORD; present it to the priest, who shall take it to the altar. 9 He shall take out the memorial portion from 

the grain offering and burn it on the altar as an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 10 

The rest of the grain offering belongs to Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of the offerings made to 

the LORD by fire. 11 "'Every grain offering you bring to the LORD must be made without yeast, for you are 

not to burn any yeast or honey in an offering made to the LORD by fire. 12 You may bring them to the 

LORD as an offering of the firstfruits, but they are not to be offered on the altar as a pleasing aroma. 13 

Season all your grain offerings with salt. Do not leave the salt of the covenant of your God out of your 

grain offerings; add salt to all your offerings. 14 "'If you bring a grain offering of firstfruits to the LORD, 

offer crushed heads of new grain roasted in the fire. 15 Put oil and incense on it; it is a grain offering. 16 

The priest shall burn the memorial portion of the crushed grain and the oil, together with all the incense, as 

an offering made to the LORD by fire. 

 

Introduction 
 So we started into Leviticus last week.  Do you remember what we said the 

overarching theme of Leviticus is?  Holiness.  God is holy and he wants his people to be 

holy.  And we spent some time trying to calm our fears about holiness.  It’s a good thing, 

not something to be scared of; it’s a desirable thing.  My main objective as we go through 

this book is to help you see the beauty of holiness.  As C.S. Lewis said, “How little 

people know who think that holiness is dull.  When one meets the real thing… it is 

irresistible.”
1
 

 So Leviticus is a call for God’s people to be holy – different, distinct, set apart… 

like God in his character.  If you’re with us today, but aren’t part of God’s people, the 

message for you isn’t: Be holy! but: Be part of God’s people; be reconciled to God!  And 

how do you do that?  Believe in the Lord Jesus!  Acknowledge that your sin separates 

you from the holy God and no amount of your own effort could ever bridge the gap.  

Then realize that God so loved the world that he sent his Son, Jesus, to live the holy life 
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required of us and die to take the penalty our sin deserves.  And trust that he did it for 

you.  That’s all.  Then you will be fully accepted by the holy God! 

That’s called the gospel, the good news.  That’s what Christianity is 

fundamentally about.  I hope that as you hear us talk about holiness you see it as 

something you don’t have and that you turn to the gospel of God’s grace as your only 

hope.  Don’t turn away from him.  And don’t turn to your self.  I do also hope that as we 

talk about holiness you too can begin to see it as appealing, as something desirable, but 

you have to recognize that you can’t get there without going through the gospel.  You 

can’t skip to Leviticus without going through Exodus.  You can’t just jump into the story 

half-way through.  Only the good news of free grace extended to unholy people will ever 

produce any genuine holiness. 

And that’s something that those here today who are already Christians have to 

recognize too.  You don’t just go through the gospel to get to the pursuit of holiness.  You 

need to come back to the gospel over and over again along the way.  We see this even in 

Leviticus, in the way that it begins.  It starts off in the first seven chapters with 

prescriptions for different kinds of sacrifices or offerings that were to be given at the 

Tabernacle.  And the first one we looked at last week; it was called the burnt offering.  

And we saw that the burnt offering was a perpetual picture of the gospel. 

The burnt offering was done morning and evening, on special days, and other 

times in between.  An unblemished animal was brought to the altar, a hand was laid on its 

head as a symbol of the transfer of guilt, and then the animal was slaughtered and burned 

to ash.  The smell of cooking meat perpetually coming up from the Tabernacle was a sign 

in the Israelite camp that their God was pleased with them. 

So even God’s people – rescued, redeemed, and now seeking to live holy lives – 

must continually be drawing energy from the gospel.  Every morning and every evening, 

every Sunday, and as often as possible in between we have to come back to the fact that 

“Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring [us] to God” 

(1Pe. 3:18).  Then what flows out of that is a life of holiness.  That’s not the only way to 

look at it
2
, but it is the most basic. 

And that’s the logic at play here in Leviticus.  First – burnt offering.  Next – grain 

offering.  “The official daily burnt offering was always followed by the [grain] offering 

(Num. 28).”
3
  The grain offering, as we’ll see, was a sacrifice expressing dedication to 

God – all I have and am is his; the totality of my life is now set apart for service to him 

who is so worthy.  There’s a logic to this: “dedication follows atonement.”
4
  Allen Ross 

puts it well: 

 

It is fitting for those who have been accepted by God through sacrificial 

atonement to express their dedication to him.  And this is the relationship 

between the [grain] and burnt offerings.  The [grain] offering was an 

acknowledgment that everything the offerer had and was belonged to God; 

and now, a portion of that substance was given back to God as an 

expression of the belief that God was the source of and the provider for 

life.
5
 

 

It’s not hard at all to see how this applies to our situation today – “After receiving 

full atonement with the substitutionary death of Christ, Christians must confess that they 
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are not their own, but have been bought with a price and therefore must glorify the 

LORD in everything (1Cor. 6:19).”
6
  If you’re a Christian you’ve had your eyes opened 

to the supreme worth and value of God, his utter holiness.   And then your utter sin. 

  And then you’ve seen the glory and beauty of the cross – God’s supreme sacrifice for 

you.   You’re blown away.  Your heart is captured by grace.  God propitiates his own 

wrath.  Nobody else is like that!  As one person puts it – “Will China pay off the US 

debt?  Will any of the victims of Bernie Madoff personally pay his financial debts?  

When does the offended personally provide the means to take away his own offense?  

Only God.”
7
  He is majestic in glory and grace.  He is the Creator and Redeemer.  He is 

thus worthy of all praise, all sacrifice, all you can give because all you have is purely the 

result of his mercy.  When you’re seeing this (and that’s the key)… when you’re seeing 

this you gladly relinquish your money, your time, your body, your dreams, your very self 

to his service no matter the cost. 

I can’t help but pause and think here of the famous words of the British 

missionary and explorer David Livingstone on the notion of sacrifice: 

 

I have never ceased to rejoice that God has appointed me to such an office.  

People talk of the sacrifice I have made in spending so much of my life in 

Africa….  Is that a sacrifice which brings its own blest reward in healthful 

activity, the consciousness of doing good, peace of mind, and a bright 

hope of a glorious destiny hereafter?  Away with the word in such a view, 

and with such a thought!  It is emphatically no sacrifice.  Say rather it is a 

privilege.  Anxiety, sickness, suffering, or danger, now and then, with a 

foregoing of the common conveniences and charities of this life, may 

make us pause, and cause the spirit to waver, and the soul to sink; but let 

this only be for a moment.  All these are nothing when compared with the 

glory which shall be revealed in and for us.  I never made a sacrifice.
8
 

 

Maybe your natural temperament is different than Livingstone’s was, but that does not 

negate the truth of what he is getting at, for it’s what Jesus was getting at when he said 

whoever left house or family or land for his sake would not fail to receive 100x in this 

life and in the next – eternal life (cf. Mk. 10:29-30).  Sacrifice hurts, but it’s worth it.  But 

I should also add that I’m not reducing this to a crass formula; we don’t sacrifice just to 

get something.  Ultimately, we sacrifice because God is worth it.  He just is, even if there 

were no other attending benefits.  God is worthy of all sacrifice!  And, at the same time, 

there is a joy in knowing him to be the supreme treasure. 

 So that’s what today is about.  It’s about the grain offering, the sacrifice that says, 

“You are worthy!”  Christians don’t sacrifice to prove that they are worthy.  We give 

sacrifices simply because God is worthy.  Not to gain favor, but in response to granted 

favor.  He is worthy, not just because he made everything (Rev. 4:11), but preeminently 

because he has redeemed his people by the blood of the Lamb that is Christ (Rev. 5:12).  

In short, what we’re going to see from Leviticus 2 today is just this: those graciously 

accepted into the Lord’s presence through Jesus will offer themselves and the best 

they have to Him. 

 

Let’s pray… 
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The Grain Offering Then 
 Chapter 2 begins: “When someone…”  The Hebrew word choice here is 

inclusive.  Last week we saw that God’s system included rich and poor.  Here we see that 

it is open to men and women.  Salvation and participation in the community of faith is 

open to everyone. 

“When someone brings a grain offering to the LORD…”  The word that’s used 

here is minhah.  The word minhah is found in other settings in the ancient near east and 

not just religious settings.  It was used in political speak to refer to a situation where a 

vassal king brought a minhah to the overlord, the mighty king that either delivered or 

pledged protection to the lesser state.  In such settings the word minhah means ‘tribute’.  

“Pay tribute.”  There are parallels here.  The LORD is the mighty King who has rescued 

Israel and promised them land and protection and they in response bring him their 

tributes – gifts of homage.  You are our King; you are our Deliverer; our Protector; our 

Provider. 

There were two different kinds of regular grain offerings that could be brought: 

uncooked and cooked; raw and baked.  Verses 1-3 describe the uncooked offerings.  “His 

offering is to be of fine flour.”  So not just the coarse meal, but the really good stuff; not 

the Aldi bleached flour, but the Whole Foods organic stuff.  This is a theme with these 

offerings.  They were to be the best.  High quality.  Not your leftovers.  God deserves our 

best. 

“He is to pour oil on it…”  This would aid combustion, but it also may have 

represented joy, the oil of gladness.  In the OT you anointed things with oil to set them 

apart, and sometimes the oil represented gladness (i.e. Is. 61:3).  These worshippers were 

not coming with sad faces because they had to give up their best flour (remember bread 

was the daily staple).  They were coming with glad hearts, cheerfully to give their finest 

to the One who alone was worthy.  “He is to… put incense on it…”  This too made it a 

special, joyous thing.  A pinch of smelling powder made the ambiance celebratory.  

When do you put on cologne, guys? 

In v. 4 we have instructions given for cooked grain offerings.  I initially had in my 

mind that the first option – the uncooked – would be like a bowl of brownie mix with the 

oil added and the second option – the cooked grain offering – would be like the brownies 

fresh out of the oven.  It’s kind of like that, but they weren’t loafs because they were to 

have no leaven, nothing to make it rise.  So flat flour cakes made in an oven or cooked on 

a griddle or fried in a pan. 

It’s pretty clear throughout this chapter that yeast was not to be used.  Why?  

Often yeast in the Bible has negative connotations, for example the yeast of the Pharisees 

and Sadducees (Mt. 16:6).  It was something that spread and was often used as a 

metaphor for spreading contamination (cf. 1Cor. 5:6).  Probably yeast was associated 

with fermentation and thus considered to taint the offering.  “Every grain offering you 

bring to the LORD must be made without yeast,” v. 11 says, “for you are not to burn any 

yeast or honey in an offering made to the LORD by fire.”  The honey prohibition is 

probably the same.  This isn’t just describing bee hive honey, but any kind of sweetener 

or nectar.  So yeast and sugar – that combination made for fermentation and was 

considered to defile the purity of the offering.  So no yeast; no honey. 
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The significance of the detail in v. 13 is a little harder to ascertain.  “Season all 

your grain offerings with salt.  Do not leave the salt of the covenant of your God out of 

your grain offerings; add salt to all your offerings.”  I guess God doesn’t have high blood 

pressure.  It’s pretty clear God wants the salt – he says it three times.  But why?  There 

are two other places in the OT that link salt and covenant – Numbers 18:19 and 2 

Chronicles 13:5.  In both of these places there seems to be an emphasis on the 

permanence of the covenant.  Salt, unlike yeast and sugar, is a preservative.  It is a 

metaphor of permanence.  When you brought your grain offerings to the Lord you were 

declaring your permanent devotion, your unending dedication to the LORD.  God has 

made an eternal covenant with me and I am his forever. 

So there’s uncooked and cooked grain offerings.  In v. 12 we’re introduced to one 

other kind of grain offering.  It’s an offering of firstfruits.  Firstfruits was the first of the 

crop.  You plant a grapevine, the first cluster of grapes to ripen you would bring to the 

Lord as a means of worship.  The first of any produce you made could be taken and 

presented at the Tabernacle as a way to say Thank You, including honey if you were a 

beekeeper.  If you have a field of wheat, at harvest you would set aside a clump from the 

first patch that you put your sickle to, kind of like a business that frames the first dollar 

bill it made on the wall by the register.  Then you would “offer crushed heads of [the] 

new grain roasted in the fire.  [You’d] put oil and incense on it; it [would be] a grain 

offering” (v. 15), a minhah. 

So three types of offerings called minhah.  They aren’t blood sacrifices.  They 

don’t have any atoning type of symbolism.  They are simply the gifts of the atoned that 

say, “You are my God and I offer the best I have to you.” 

In each of these three types of grain offerings there’s a peculiar practice that’s 

mentioned that I’ve skipped over until now.  It’s this: so the worshipper would bring a 

tribute to God and present it at the Tabernacle and the priest would receive it and take 

only a handful out of it and burn it on the altar.  That handful was called the “memorial 

portion.”  The rest of the offering went directly to the priests.  It was their daily bread.  

This system was how God’s people showed their devotion to the LORD, but it was also 

the system by which the priests got their food.  You see the Levites weren’t going to be 

allotted any land in Canaan.  All the other tribes got a vast territory to settle and have 

farms and vineyards and such in.  The Levites, however, were designated to work on the 

Tabernacle and they were supposed to be provided for out of the offerings of their 

brothers and sisters (see Dt. 18:1).  So whatever was brought as a minhah offering, if it 

could be burned, only a portion of it was.  The rest was a “most holy part” given to the 

priests for their sustenance.  It was a well-thought out system. 

 

The Grain Offering Today 

Okay, now we’ve looked at what the grain offering meant then.  Let’s think about 

what this might mean for us today, in light of the NT.  The first and most obvious point 

of application is our money.  When we talk today about offerings, what is the first thing 

that comes to mind?  It’s that basket that is passed during the worship service that people 

put money in, right?  What is that all about?  Is it just an awkward thing that shows to the 

world that we just want their money?  No.  The church doesn’t want people to give it 

money.  Salvation can’t be purchased.  We want people to “know the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for [our] sakes he became poor, so that [we] 
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through his poverty might become rich” (2Cor. 8:9).  Now those who know this generous 

God, bring him tribute.  It’s not to pay him back, but to express gratitude, to declare that 

he is your God, not money or the things it can buy.  The offering is not a due to be paid, 

but an act of worship. 

In our economy where most of us aren’t farmers and don’t sheer sheep for wool 

or make our own wine but get a direct deposit of money into our bank accounts every 

couple weeks or so, the primary way this kind of devotion is shown is through monetary 

gifts.  And we see a practice begin in the NT that on the Sunday worship gatherings there 

would be a collection of money.  1 Corinthians 16:2 – “On the first day of every week, 

each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it 

up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.”  Every week when we 

gather, part of our worship involves collecting an offering of money.  If you’re a 

Christian and this is your church, may I just suggest that if possible you consider bringing 

your offerings to church on Sunday, weekly even.  You don’t have to.  There may be 

reasons that online bill pay makes sense for you and that can still be an act of worship.  

But it is a powerful act to incorporate it into your weekly habit of Sunday worship.  It 

could be a helpful discipline to write a check every week before church and think through 

why you do it and then bring it to the Lord.  Just having it be an automatic withdrawal 

every month from your account can make it more of a business transaction than a tribute 

to the Lord. 

Paul actually had a lot to say to churches in the NT about giving financially.  Just 

like the offerings in Leviticus were voluntary, so he didn’t mandate a gift or a number.  It 

was up to each person to decide in their hearts.  But just as the giving in Leviticus was 

supposed to be costly, so Paul encouraged sacrificial giving.  The fine flour principle is 

seen in the Macedonian churches that Paul holds up as an example who “out of the most 

severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich 

generosity…  They gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.  

Entirely on their own” (2Cor. 8:1ff).  They didn’t just give a comfortable amount.  They 

felt it.  Leviticus shows us that generosity is not measured by how much but by how 

much it cost.  Maybe you give a lot, but maybe you make a lot and it doesn’t really phase 

you much.  It’s a nice tax deduction.  It makes you feel charitable.  That’s not the point.  

We give our best because God is worthy.  We should feel it and say to ourselves, “Why 

am I doing this again?  I could have this or this or that like my colleagues…  Oh yeah, 

it’s because the Lord is worthy.  He’s better than anything the world has to offer.  He’s so 

generous with me.  Nothing I have is my own.  It’s the Lord’s and I’m a steward.” 

The principle of firstfruits applies easily to our giving as well.  We don’t wait and 

see at the end of the month how much is left and then decide how much we will give, but 

rather we should skim off the top right from the beginning.  Set aside a percentage of 

your income and just make it a non-negotiable that you’ll give and work everything else 

in around that.  This is also an exercise of faith and trust that the Lord will provide for 

you and you don’t have to resort to your own ingenuity or hoarding. 

The principle of oil and frankincense added to the minhah to make it a joyful 

offering that’s also picked up by Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:7 – “Each one must give as he 

has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver” (ESV).  Giving our offerings shouldn’t be done out of duty… with resentment.  

Even though the sacrifice hurts, it is done with joy because again God is worthy.  It is our 
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delight to show our total dedication to him.  Psalm 27:6 – “I will offer in his tent 

sacrifices with shouts of joy.”  Sacrifices – put the pinch on, giving up luxuries, 

stretching my faith; with shouts of joy – it’s worth it! he’s worth it! his love is better than 

life!  Psalm 4:7 – “You have filled my heart with greater joy than when their grain and 

new wine abound.” 

 What about the principle of no yeast or sugar.  I think that reminds us that God 

doesn’t want our dirty money.  God isn’t hoping and waiting for some Christian to win 

the Mega Millions.  Don’t tithe from your bank robbery loot or pimp money to assuage 

your conscience.  God wants us to make an honest wage and give sacrificially out of that. 

Who says that Leviticus is irrelevant? 

 Now this kind of application is not a stretch because the NT picks up Leviticus 

language to describe financial offerings collected and disbursed.  What would the money 

go to?  To help people and other churches in need.  To help support the work of 

advancing the gospel.  There’s a place towards the end of Paul’s letter to the Philippian 

church where he thanks them for their financial support.  Listen for the language of 

Leviticus – “I have received everything in full, and have an abundance; I am amply 

supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an 

acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God” (Ph. 4:18; NASB).  The gifts of the 

Philippians were an “aroma pleasing to the LORD,” just like the minhah in Leviticus. 

 A significant portion of the money that is put in the offering baskets on Sundays 

here at this church goes to support International Missionaries bringing the gospel to 

unreached places – the Haywards, the Poobalans, the Noblits, the McFalls, the Hongs.  

And I can tell you that they are very grateful for that. 

But that’s not where all of it goes.  Some of it goes to pay for The Meeting Place 

– rent and upkeep so we can have a place to gather and worship and proclaim the gospel 

here.  And, it’s true, a significant portion of it goes to me.  Aha, I knew it.  And this is 

why it is somewhat awkward for me to preach about money, except when it comes up in 

the text.  But if you remember, the bulk of the grain offerings weren’t burnt on the altar, 

they went to support the priests.  Paul actually uses this in 1 Corinthians 9 to say that 

ministers of the gospel have a right to be supported from those who benefit from their 

ministry.  “Don’t you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the 

temple, and those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar?  In the same 

way,” Paul says, “the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should 

receive their living from the gospel” (1Cor. 9:13-14).  A fair living, not getting rich.  My 

family and I are very grateful at the generosity and provision that we get from you that 

allows us to continue to focus on the ministry of the gospel.  We are well taken care of.  

Praise God. 

 So the grain offering corresponds to our financial offerings at church today and 

just more broadly our financial giving.  Christians have received so much in Christ that 

they should be the most generous, worshipping God with their money.  Now there’s 

another verse in the NT that echoes this Leviticus language.  Listen to Hebrews 13:15-16 

– “Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit 

of lips that confess his name.  And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for 

with such sacrifices God is pleased.”  So doing good and sharing with those in need is a 

way that we who have been blessed with some resource can use it to worship God.  With 

such sacrifices he is pleased. 
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 But notice that in there praise is called a sacrifice.  The fruit of our lips can be an 

offering.  We give God glory and tribute by voicing his praises.  This happens when we 

sacrifice our reputations to speak of him to those who don’t believe.  This happens when 

we sacrifice our Sundays to gather with the church and confess and sing our faith.  If you 

can’t get out of bed and come at 10:45 AM once a week and put your all into declaring 

the worth of your Lord and Savior, what does that say about what your heart is prizing at 

that moment?  I’m not saying any of this to guilt anyone.  I just want you to see again that 

the Lord is worthy of your praise.  He is better than a late Saturday night on the town or 

watching TV or sleeping in to noon.  He is. 

“Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into 

his courts.  Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the 

earth” (Ps. 96:8-9).  We display our dedication and devotion to him by giving him our 

best on Sunday.  Some Sundays and even some prolonged seasons in your life it is really 

hard to get here and get here in a state of mind that is focused on God.  This isn’t a 

legalistic thing.  Some jobs, like staffing a hospital require people to have to work on 

Sundays.  I understand that.  But sometimes it’s optional, but just costs you other ways 

(pay, hassle, crummy schedule other parts of the week….).  That’s a sacrifice.  We used 

to have a police officer that was a member of our church.  He would often work all night 

on Saturday and then come early to church and man the sound board.  That’s a sacrifice 

that pleases the Lord.  You may have to miss league sports games or trips out of town.  

With a bunch of little kids it may be really, really hard to go on little sleep and get 

everyone bundled up and out the door.  It’s a sacrifice, but it’s to come and praise the one 

who is truly worthy.  You may be depressed.  It’s really hard to come be with people.  I 

understand, but come hear God’s Word on Sunday and then go see a doctor on Monday.  

You may be really struggling and cynical, but, I want to say this nicely, it’s not about 

you.  God is still on his throne.  He is still good to his people.  His promises are still true.  

He is still worthy of all of our praise.  The music may be subpar or not to your tastes.  

That can be a way you sacrifice too.  Worship is about God and his worthiness, not us or 

our preferences or comfort. 

 We give him our tribute with our money, with our praise, and with our bodies.  

“You are not your own, you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with your 

body” (1Cor. 6:19-20).  How do we show that no part of us is ours?  We’re not just 

throwing money at him or giving him an hour once a week.  Our very bodies belong to 

him.  The choices we make about what we eat, what we wear, who we sleep with are not 

just our choice; they should reflect that we are wholly devoted to God, set apart for him 

entirely.  Do you take care of your bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit?  Do you worship 

food or use it to worship God?  Do you worship sex or use it to worship God?  Do you 

exercise so that you’ll look young and hot or so that you’ll have energy to keep loving 

God and serving people for as long as he gives you in this body?  Do you maintain 

grooming habits that honor the fact that you have dignity because you were made in 

God’s image?  Just some questions… 

 And more than just or physical bodies, our whole selves are to be offered to God 

as a minhah.  Romans 12:1-2 – “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, 

to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual 

act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  What a wonderful passage!  It comes only 
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after 11 marvelous chapters unpacking the mercy of God, the one who freely justifies the 

wicked (Rom. 4:5).  We are not saved by holiness.  We’re saved by faith (or more 

accurately by Christ through faith) alone.  We’re not saved by holiness, but for holiness.  

In view of these lavish, unfathomable mercies, we are urged to then present ourselves 

(soul, body, mind, and will) to the Lord as a “living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.”  

Here I am Lord, take me. 

 “All I am in this world, all my gifts and talents, all my dreams and aspirations, all 

my energy and opportunities, I lay them down on the altar, consecrated to your use.  I 

don’t want waste my life, hold anything back.  You alone are worthy of my every 

breath.”  The salt principle shows us that we are to give him all the days of our lives until 

he translates us to glory. 

Now is this easy?  No.  You know the saying about what the problem with living 

sacrifices is, don’t you?  They can keep crawling off the altar.  Oh that’s true.  Prone to 

wander, Lord, oh I feel it.  Prone to leave the One I love.  Here’s my heart again Lord, 

take and seal it.  Seal it for thy courts above.”  It’s a fight.  There are pressures all around 

to conform to the world (that’s the opposite of holiness).  We have to struggle.  But it’s 

worth it.  Jesus is worth it.  He is better than anything this world has. 

 

Conclusion 

 The grain offering shows us that those graciously accepted into the Lord’s 

presence through Jesus will offer themselves and the best they have to Him.  Our 

time, our talents, our treasures, our bodies, our very selves, can be an offering to the 

Lord, an aroma pleasing to the Lord.  We said last week that we should start every day by 

laying hold of Christ as our propitiation.  Today we see that after sufficiently breathing 

that in we should then every morning offer ourselves to him, all of us.  So start every 

morning preaching the gospel to yourself again – I’m accepted by God because of the 

sacrifice of Christ.  And then you pray through your day ahead: each appointment, each 

task, each hour and give it over to God.  Ask God for strength and wisdom to live for 

him.  At the end of the day remember the gospel, because you failed that day to be 

perfect, but then pray for a good night’s rest so you can get up and do it again the next 

day.  Remembering the gospel leads us to dedicating ourselves to the God of the gospel.  

My brother-in-law told me that there’s a guy in his church who regularly says, “You 

know, I preached the gospel to myself this morning and it’s still worth my life!” 

Understand that everybody’s making sacrifices for something.  Our culture still 

understands this concept of tribute.  Have you ever heard of a tribute to some celebrity, 

like a tribute concert to Michael Jackson, the ‘King of Pop’.  Everybody worships 

somebody or something and it costs something.  The question is (1) with this thing do 

you have to sacrifice to obtain what it has to offer, and (2) is what it has to offer truly 

worth it?  With God you don’t sacrifice to earn his approval; he gives it freely.  That’s 

different than everything else I know of.  And with God what you get is truly valuable!  I 

haven’t found anything that comes close. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Let’s remember the gospel together at the Lord’s Table and then respond with 

worship… 
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Benediction 
“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 

that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 

wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once 

you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  Dear friends, I urge you, 

as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against 

your soul.  [May you] live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse 

you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits 

us” (1Pe. 2:9-12). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 3, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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