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Text 
See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned 

them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? 26 At that 

time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Once more I will shake not only the earth but 

also the heavens." 27 The words "once more" indicate the removing of what can be shaken-- that is, 

created things-- so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a 

kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 

29 for our "God is a consuming fire." 

 

Introduction 
 Are you a good listener? 

I read something in the Bible this week that I underlined; Luke 8:18 – “Consider 

carefully how you listen.”  Jesus said other similar things like, “He who has ears to hear, 

let him hear” (i.e. Lk. 14:35) or, “Do you have ears but fail to hear?” (Mk. 8:18).  It got 

me to thinking – there’s a lot in the Bible about hearing well.  Specifically about hearing 

God speak.  Do you listen to God well? 

 Where do we hear God speak undeniably and most clearly, without fail?  Where 

do we always find his voice?  In the Bible.  This is the Word of God.  “All Scripture is 

breathed out by God” (2Tim. 3:16).  So what does it mean to consider carefully how you 

listen to God?  It clearly involves how you relate to the Bible.  Do you avoid it, question 

it, suspect it, reject it, revise it, ration it?  Or do you read it, hear it, believe it, study it, 

meditate on it, submit to it, respect it, test everything by it, ponder it, seek hard to 

understand it, talk about it, memorize it, apply it…? 

 We also see throughout the Bible on multiple occasions that God says something 

like, “Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that they may learn to revere 

me” (Dt. 4:10).  Assemble together and hear the Word of the Lord.  That’s what we’re 

doing today.  It’s what we do every Sunday.  We take that seriously. 

Now that quote about assembling before God to hear his words comes from the 

time when the Israelites gathered at Mt. Sinai and God spoke to them.  We saw last week 

in Hebrews that the Mt. Sinai speech was a terrifying encounter and the people couldn’t 

take it.  They “begged that no further word be spoken to them” (v. 19).  They did not hear 

well.  They covered their ears.  Now the word used there in v. 19 is the same word we 

find in v. 25 in the text we’ll be looking at today – “See to it that you do not refuse him 

who speaks.”  Same word.  So consider carefully how you listen (Lk. 8:18).  Pay careful 

attention (Heb. 2:1).  Do not refuse him who is speaking.  In other words, do not hear 
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God begin to speak and then turn away – either in fear, or in disgust, or in disinterest.  

Listen up and listen well.  Receive the word of God (see 1Thess. 2:13). 

We saw last week that the voice of God on Sinai was devastating.  It alone cannot 

engender intimacy with God, a desire to be with him.  But that is not all God has said.  

We were encouraged to come to Mt. Zion, to the joyful setting of the God who has saved 

law-breakers, more specifically to Jesus whose blood speaks a better word than anything 

you could ever hear.  “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at 

many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son” 

(1:1-2).  That’s how this book of Hebrews starts out.  God has spoken definitively and 

wonderfully in his Son.  He has told us of his holy love and given us staggering promises.  

He has revealed so much.  We have no reason to close our ears and run away. 

“See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks.  If they did not escape when 

they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away 

from him who warns us from heaven?” (v. 25).  It’s a classic lesser to greater argument.  

If not listening well to God at Sinai created problems, how much more will not listening 

well to God the Son – enfleshed, entombed, enlivened again and ascended into the 

jubilant atmosphere of the heavenly Jerusalem, calling you to himself there – how much 

more will refusing to hearken to that message end in utter disaster? 

O men and women, brothers and sisters, as one person has put it, we “are urged 

not to shrink away in fear from the speaking God, as [the ancient Hebrews] once did.  

The God who spoke then is still speaking and requires a response.”
1
  Or as Psalm 95 puts 

it, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts” (Ps. 95:7-8).  God is 

speaking today through Scripture and he must not be ignored.  Our text before us is yet 

another warning passage, but keep in mind that though God is threatening, as a man 

named Jeremy Taylor once put it, “He threatens terrible things if we will not be happy.”
2
  

He’s calling you to eternal joy.  Do not fail to hear and obey the good news.  Do not treat 

it like another voice in the cacophony of our non-stop talk culture. 

Do not refuse him who is speaking to you today.  And in short, what he is saying 

is just this: I am worthy of your full attention.  God is worthy of our full attention. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

 I’ve already covered v. 25 which calls us to recognize God’s voice and make sure 

we listen carefully.  The remaining verses will be covered in four points: (1) A great, 

cosmic shaking is coming. (2) Only the kingdom of God will make it through that.  (3) 

You can only be in that kingdom by grace.  (4) Such grace grabs and holds your 

attention.  

 

(1) A Great Cosmic Shaking Is Coming 
 There is coming a great, cosmic shake-down.  Verse 26 – “At that time [that is, 

when the Israelites gathered at Mt. Sinai] his voice shook the earth.”  Exodus 19:18 says 

that “the whole mountain trembled violently.”  “But now he has promised, ‘Once more I 

will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”  This is quoting and expanding upon 

an OT passage – Haggai 2:6.  It’s using earthquake language.  It’s not describing a 

localized earthquake.  This is taking earthquake imagery and using it to describe a great 

cosmic shake-down that is coming. 
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Have you heard about the earthquakes they’ve been having again in California 

recently?  Just Friday there was a 5.1 magnitude earthquake in L.A.  Out there they talk 

about the “Big One” that is coming.  Well the Bible tells us that even that is just a warm 

up.  There is a real “BIG ONE” coming. 

 Isaiah 13:13 – “I will make the heavens tremble; and the earth will shake from its 

place at the wrath of the LORD Almighty, in the day of his burning anger.”  There is 

coming a Final Judgment, a Day of the Lord, an end to this world as we know it.  In 

another place Isaiah seems to be getting at this; Isaiah 24:18-20 – “The floodgates of the 

heavens are opened, the foundations of the earth shake.  The earth is broken up, the earth 

is split asunder, the earth is thoroughly shaken.  The earth reels like a drunkard, it sways 

like a hut in the wind; so heavy upon it is the guilt of its rebellion that it falls – never to 

rise again.”  History will not just keep going on forever.  God has fixed a day when he 

will cause everything you see now to come crashing down. 

 The book of Revelation in the NT picks up on this language and echoes it in its 

description of the end.  Listen carefully: 

 

I watched as he opened the sixth seal.  There was a great earthquake.  The 

sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned 

blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig 

tree when shaken by a strong wind.  The sky receded like a scroll, rolling 

up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.  Then the 

kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every 

slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the 

mountains.  They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and 

hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of 

the Lamb!  For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” 

(Rev. 6:12-17) 

 

Again, a little later, describing in apocalyptic language in Revelation we read: 

 

The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple 

came a loud voice from the throne, saying, “It is done!”  Then there came 

flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake.  

No earthquake like it has ever occurred since man has been on earth, so 

tremendous was the quake.  The great city split into three parts, and the 

cities of the nations collapsed.  God remembered Babylon the Great and 

gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of his wrath. (Rev. 16:17-

19) 

 

Listen: God has clearly spoken – this world will not last forever.  A great, cosmic 

shaking is coming and it will utterly destroy Chicago.  The 222,500-ton Sears Tower 

supported by 114 rock caissons socketed into the bedrock deep beneath the ground will 

crumble.  The technology employed in San Francisco will not be enough to allow 

anything to stand when this “Big One” hits. 

And it’s not just that all our buildings will fall down like Duplo towers.  This 

created order will be removed.  God “has promised, ‘Once more [one final time] I will 
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shake not only the earth but also the heavens.’  The words ‘once more’ indicate the 

removing of what can be shaken – that is, created things” (vv. 26-27a).  ‘Once more’ 

means finality.  This will be it.  There will be no rebuilding from the rubble like Chicago 

after the Great Fire.  This created order is temporary.  It will not last forever.  There is 

coming a great, final, cosmic shaking that will utterly destroy the current physical world 

as an expression of God’s power and authority and judgment.  As Hebrews 13:14 says, 

“Here we do not have an enduring city...” 

 

(2) Only The Kingdom Of God Will Make It Through That 
 “…but we are looking for the city that is to come.”  “The city with foundations, 

whose architect and builder is God” (11:10).  So point #2 – only the kingdom of God will 

make it through that great cosmic shaking.  The city is a kingdom, “a new heaven and a 

new earth, the home of righteousness” (2Pe. 3:13) where God’s redeemed people live 

together under his reign.  The universe will be shaken so hard and so violently that 

everything which is temporary will fall away, leaving only what is permanent.  “The 

removing of what can be shaken – that is, created things – so that what cannot be shaken 

may remain [– that is, the kingdom of God]” (v. 27). 

 Look at verse 28 – “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken…”  Only the kingdom of God will make it through that great cosmic shaking, for 

it cannot be shaken.  The kingdom is here now.  It’s real.  In fact, it’s more real than 

anything you can see, because what you see will disintegrate and vanish and all that will 

be left will be the currently unseen realities.  Gregory of Nazianzus, a Christian leader in 

the 300s AD, said that “this last shaking is none other than the second coming of Christ, 

when the universe will be transformed and changed to a condition of stability which 

cannot be shaken.”
3
 

 The only thing that will last forever is God and his kingdom.  In the OT book of 

Daniel there is this vision of a statue.  Its head and torso and waist and legs represent four 

different kingdoms of this earth that rose to power one after the other – Babylon, Persia, 

Greece, and Rome.  All of those empires have ceased to exist.  In the vision a rock comes 

rolling along and crashes into the feet of the statue, breaking it to pieces, making it “like 

chaff on a threshing floor in the summer.  The wind swept them away without leaving a 

trace.  But the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole 

earth” (Dan. 2:35).  That rock, we’re told, is the kingdom of God, that came crashing into 

history during the Roman Empire, and has been expanding ever since.  It is “a kingdom 

that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people.  It will crush all those 

kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever” (Dan. 2:44). 

 Do you want stability?  You won’t find it anywhere else but in the kingdom of 

God.  Everything else is fleeting and flimsy.  Do you believe that?  America, Chicago, 

your company, your house, your school, your career, your body, even your marriage…  

none of it is eternally stable.  It will all crumble to dust and be blown away.  But the 

kingdom of God will last forever.  It is the only place to anchor yourself and find your 

security.  There is a great cosmic shaking that is coming.  The only thing that will make it 

through that is the kingdom of God. 

 

(3) You Can Only Be In The Kingdom By Grace 



5 

 So the question then becomes, “How do I enter that kingdom?”  A great, cosmic 

shaking is coming.  Only the kingdom of God will make it through that.  #3 – You can 

only be in the kingdom of God by grace.  Notice again the wording here: “since we are 

receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken…” (v. 28a).  I love this.  Here is the “positive 

side of a predominantly warning passage.”
4
  The kingdom is given as a gift.  You receive 

it, you don’t achieve it.  We don’t make it, bring it, build it… we receive it. 

 Jesus brought the kingdom of God.  He is the King.  We don’t have to 

manufacture it.  It is his rule and reign that he established.  And we don’t come into it by 

being good enough, by pledging it like a fraternity and pay your dues and prove yourself 

worthy.  It doesn’t need our help.  It is a reality created by Christ that we receive by 

grace.  Jesus said the same thing – “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been 

pleased to give you the kingdom” (Lk. 12:32).  Luke 22:29 – “I confer on you a kingdom, 

just as my Father conferred one on me.”  It’s a gift of grace.  The only way you get into 

the kingdom that will outlast the great cosmic shaking that is coming is if you receive it 

as a gift. 

 In the book of Daniel, ch. 7 there is another vision of one like a Son of Man – 

human, yet riding on clouds – divine.  And he “approached the Ancient of Days and was 

given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every 

language worshipped him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass 

away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed” (Dan. 7:14).  This is Jesus.  

And this is the kingdom that cannot be shaken.  And then we read that “the saints of the 

Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it forever – yes, for ever and ever” 

(Dan. 7:18).  In other words, this kingdom will be given to the saints of the Most High.  

They will receive it. 

 What does this mean?  Who are the saints of the Most High?  They are those who 

are joined to the Son of Man.  How are you joined to Jesus?  By your good works, by 

your effort, by your grasp of him?  No, by faith.  So the only way for you to survive the 

great cosmic shake down that is coming is if you are joined to Jesus by faith.  You won’t 

be good enough.  Your spiritual resume will not survive the cataclysm that is coming.  

Standing on your own record is so unstable.  Have you ever tried to stand on your own 

performance?  It’s so wobbly.  It fluctuates.  And yet so much of our lives is spent on 

trying desperately to build our own kingdom, something that will last, staking out a name 

for ourselves, some legacy, power, prestige.  But it will be blown away. 

 As we’re going to see next week in 13:8 – “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 

today, and forever.”  He cannot be shaken.  He is the Shaker.  And our only hope is to be 

found in him.  In an earthquake wouldn’t it be nice to be in an inpenetrable, unshakeable 

fortress?  For the great cosmic shaking that is coming the only safe place to be is in 

Christ, in his kingdom.  And we can only be in him by grace through faith – open handed 

reception of Christ.  Have you received the kingdom of God by faith in Jesus Christ?  

Have you fled to him, forsaking your own efforts at shoring yourself up?  Your own pride 

that thinks that somehow, through your own ingenuity, you can outlast whatever is 

coming?  Are you in the unshakeable kingdom? 

 

(4) Such Grace Grabs And Holds Your Attention 

 Now then what does a life look like that is in the kingdom by grace?  A great, 

cosmic shaking is coming.  Only the kingdom of God will make it through that.  You can 
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only be in that kingdom by grace and you can be in it even now.  Finally, we see that 

such grace grabs and holds your attention.  “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom 

that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful and so worship God acceptably with reverence 

and awe” (v. 28). 

 First, let us be thankful.  Thankfulness.  If you have received a gift of this 

magnitude, then being thankful is the appropriate response.  If a little kid gets a 

Christmas present that he deeply wants, he may thank his parents, but it’s not unheard of 

for him to rip it open and then grab it and run away from them to go play with it, 

forgetting they are even there.  But that’s not how salvation works because the gift is 

nothing else besides God himself, a restored relationship with him.  And it’s all of his 

doing; it’s all of grace.  And so we are infinitely and eternally grateful. 

 If you are a citizen of this city, this kingdom that cannot be shaken… to have such 

stability and security… to have the King as your Father who loves you, even though you 

have been his enemy, a traitor deserving of execution, but he has paid the just penalty for 

your sins… you will be thankful. 

It’s not the only way to look at things, but it is certainly right and perhaps the 

most fundamental – the guilt, grace, gratitude paradigm.  We are hopelessly guilty.  

Through Christ we receive unfathomable grace.  Therefore we respond with heartfelt 

gratitude.  “Let us be thankful.”  One person has stated it this way – “As ingratitude lies 

at the very root of all sin and rebellion against God (Rom. 1:21), so gratitude is the 

pulsating heartbeat of every positive response to the gospel.”
5
 

And going hand in hand with and flowing out of thankfulness is worship.  “Let us 

be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe” (v. 28b).  Worship 

is not just what you do when you’re singing a song in church on Sunday or tearing up or 

getting pumped up by a song on your ride home from work.  That can be part of it, but 

worship is primarily a pervasive heart disposition that finds God to be worthy, admirable, 

altogether lovely.  And it manifests itself in a lifestyle of obedience.  He is the One you 

live for.  You revere him.  You’re in awe of him.  He looms large in all your thoughts.  

He’s has reoriented your priorities.  He’s your Lord and King that you love and listen to. 

God is worthy of our full attention.  And only his grace can ultimately capture 

and hold your attention.  Reverence and awe is the opposite of refusing him who speaks.  

It’s being enraptured with his voice, because it is a deep and sweet voice that speaks of 

good news. 

 

Conclusion 
Does God have your rapt attention?  He should.  There’s one final verse in this 

section: v. 29 – “for our ‘God is a consuming fire.”  This is a quote from several OT 

passages (i.e. Dt. 4:24, 9:3; Isa. 33:14).  Its inclusion here, as one commentator points 

out, “emphatically drives home the truth that God’s holy character remains unchanged 

under the new covenant.”
6
  He’s the same God, which just underscores that he is “a 

powerful friend but a dangerous enemy.”
7
 

Do not refuse him who has spoken to you today.  You have heard great truths and 

Hebrews 10:26-27 tells us that “if we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received 

the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of 

judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.” 
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A great cosmic shaking is coming.  It’s described elsewhere as a fiery melt-down 

(2Pe. 3:12).  He is a consuming fire.  Will you be safe in Christ?  If you are, you will not 

fear the fire, but you will be transfixed by it.  He is worthy of our full attention.  

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, 

and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.” 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
“May [you] live a life worthy of the Lord and… please him in every way: bearing fruit in 

every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power 

according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and 

joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of 

the saints in the kingdom of light” (Col. 1:10-12). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, March 30, 2014.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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