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Text 
By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary 

child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 

known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather 

than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of 

greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 27 By faith he left 

Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept 

the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn 

of Israel. 29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to 

do so, they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them 

for seven days. 31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those 

who were disobedient. 

 

Introduction 
 So we have been in this great chapter of Hebrews 11 for a couple weeks already.  

It is all about faith.  “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we 

do not see” (v. 1).  So the first thing we saw was that faith is not fuzzy and we drew out 

six different elements of faith as defined by the Bible while looking at the primeval 

models of faith. 

 The second section of this chapter was basically following the patriarchs 

(Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) and looking at their faith.  From those pictures we saw that 

faith stretches us beyond our own earthly lives.  Here and now is not all there is.  Having 

faith means being historically situated and future oriented.  It makes us part of something 

big. 

 Faith involves the imagination doesn’t it?  It deals with our deepest desires and 

longings.  And thus we don’t just get propositions for our faith to hold (though we do get 

that), but we also get pictures for our faith to envision.  It’s helpful to have these pictures 

of what faith looks like that can captivate us and shape our imaginations.  Hebrews 11 is 

a bunch of mini biographies, and thus Hebrews 11 is a good encouragement to us to read 

Christian biographies.  You can read a book about missions (and you should) but you can 

also read a book about a missionary and see faith in the flesh (and you should do that 

too).  It’s so helpful to have pictures of what faith looks like. 

 Here’s another exercise I might recommend for making this faith real and yours.  

Try to write something in the vein of Hebrews 11 about yourself.  By faith Abel, by faith 

Enoch, by faith Noah, by faith Abraham… by faith Nathan, Mike, Andy, Sarah…  I tried 
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doing this in the margin of my Bible the last time I was reading through Hebrews in my 

daily personal times.  Here’s what I wrote: 

 

By faith… I’m going to keep preaching the Word, trusting that by it God 

will bring life… [By faith] I’m going to keep loving people and not grow 

weary in doing good, believing I will reap a harvest… [By faith] I will 

keep sharing the gospel believing God has many people in this city… [By 

faith] I will keep forsaking idols of security in this world banking on the 

promise that an eternal city awaits me. 

 

I think I could write more.  What would you write?  How are you living by faith?  Are 

you? 

 Well this next section of Hebrews 11 from v. 23 through v. 31 we’re calling 

‘Mosaic faith’ because it is “devoted to Moses and to certain events he set in motion.”
1
 

It’s not all about Moses, but mostly.  Moses is the next major figure of the OT after 

Abraham and the other patriarchs.  Like Abraham had been mentioned earlier in ch. 6, 

Moses has already been noted as a major figure of the faith in ch. 3.  Today we get more 

about his life of faith. 

 As we look at this section we see similar stuff that we’ve been seeing about faith, 

but also some new aspects of it.  In short, what we’re going to see new today from this 

section of Hebrews 11 is just this: faith identifies a person with a peculiar people. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

People 

 So I said that faith (biblical, Christian faith) identifies a person with a peculiar 

people.  Let me first show you where I got the idea that faith identifies a person with a 

people.  Then we’ll look at how that people is peculiar. 

 I said a couple Sundays ago that this is our faith, not just my faith.  That’s how 

faith often gets discussed.  So many times when people talk about faith they are talking 

about their own personal, private experiences and opinions that cannot be measured 

against any external standard or expected of others.  But the Bible talks about faith as a 

communal thing, something we all hold together.  So Paul writes to Titus about “our 

common faith” (Tit. 1:4).  When you have faith (biblical, Christian faith) it puts you into 

a people of faith.  It’s a shared faith in the one, true God. 

 Where do we see that in this passage?  The first place that alerted me to this 

emphasis on identifying with a people is v. 25.  Look there.  “He [that is Moses] chose to 

be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 

short time.”  The people of God.  Moses chose to identify with the people of God. 

So just to refresh you on Moses’ story, he was born as a Hebrew, a descendant of 

Abraham, while the Hebrews were slaves in Egypt.  The Pharaoh at this time – the king 

of Egypt – had ordered that all the newborn Hebrew baby boys had to be killed.  Moses’ 

parents instead hid him in a basket in the Nile River and through a providential turn of 

events Moses ended up being found and raised in Pharaoh’s house!  When he grew up he 

had a choice to make.  Would he be known as an Egyptian aristocrat or would he identify 

with his people, the people of God.  Moses, because he had faith, saw himself as part of 
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this oppressed people.  He left the palace and threw his lot in with the people of God.  His 

faith identified him with the people of God. 

If you have faith, it will have to mean that you identify with the people of God.  

You do that by being baptized and becoming a member of a local church.  You can’t just 

have ‘faith’, but not be part of a particular people.  That’s a fuzzy, floating faith.  And 

you can’t just say I’m part of the universal church, but not be intimately bound up with a 

local, tangible expression of that.  That would be like going to UIC and saying, “I’m part 

of the Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity!  My dad and granddad were Tau Kappa Epsilons.  I 

like what they stand for.  I have Tau Kappa Epsilon friends.”  But you never actually 

pledge and join the local chapter of the fraternity at UIC.  You’re not really Tau Kappa 

Epsilon. 

But more than officially joining as a member of a church this people must become 

your primary people.  When you have genuine faith, being part of the people of God 

becomes your main identity, your trumping allegiance.  Over your fraternity, over your 

family, over everything.  No longer are you primarily defined by your ethnicity or 

culture, your clique or class.  To become a Christian means that is your people, more than 

being an American or a Dominican, a Republican or Democrat, Gay or Straight.  To have 

faith (biblical faith) is to be identified chiefly with the people of God.  Who are your 

people? 

So we see it in v. 25 and then we start to notice it all over the place.  A people.  

Verse 29 – “By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land.”  Moses led 

the people he identified with out of Egypt.  And it wasn’t just his faith; they participated 

in it too.  Sure they were freaked out at first, but Moses told them not to fear, just believe 

and they took those steps of faith between the towering walls of water because they 

believed God.  Being part of God’s people means you go through stuff together. 

But here’s the thing: being part of the people of God distinguishes you from the 

world.  There’s a stark difference.  There is in and out.  2 Thessalonians 3:2 puts it 

bluntly – “not everyone has faith.”  “By faith the people [of God] passed through the Red 

Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned.”  Moses 

could either be an Egyptian or part of the people of God by faith.  To be outside God’s 

people means you are under God’s judgment.  There are some who don’t like that part of 

the Christian faith, the part which says that those who are not Christians are under 

judgment.  But if you say, “I’m a person of faith, but I just can’t believe that;” then 

you’ve created your own faith.  It’s just your individual religion where you pick and 

choose what you want.  Maybe you gather into a community with others who believe the 

same things you do, but you simply can’t call that historic Christianity. 

Well we see the people thing highlighted again in v. 30 – “By faith the walls of 

Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven days.”  The narrative 

skips the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness after the Red Sea because there wasn’t 

a whole lot of faith happening then, and it goes right to Moses’ successor Joshua, except 

it never mentions Joshua.  The conquering of Jericho was a group event.  The people of 

God marching in step. 

 And even here there is a stark distinction made.  There were the people of God 

and there were the people who were killed.  Except… Rahab.  “By faith the prostitute 

Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient 

[disobedient in Hebrews is often a synonym for not having faith; cf. 3:18]” (v. 31).  Who 
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was Rahab?  She was a citizen of Jericho, not part of the people of God, but when the 

Hebrew spies came to check out the city she hid them because she had heard about the 

LORD and what he had done for them and she put her faith in him as the supreme God.  

And do you know what?  She was spared God’s judgment and become part of God’s 

people.  Her name is even in the genealogy of Jesus as the great, great grandmother of 

King David!  Rahab: her faith identified her with the people of God. 

This is what it means to have faith.  You become identified with the people of 

God and not the world or any other label.  Faith identifies a person with a people.  This 

is the back drop for the whole book of Hebrews.  “A Sabbath-rest for the people of God” 

(4:9).  “I will be their God, and they will be my people” (8:10).  The whole letter is 

written to a church, a people.  It’s warning them not to give up meeting together, to be 

part of the people.  It’s filled with us and our and we language (i.e. 4:14).  To have the 

faith this book talks about means you will see yourself as part of the people of God and 

be wrapped up with them.  Do you have this faith?  Or do you have a fuzzy kind that’s 

private and individual, that you’ve kind of made up yourself? 

 

Peculiarities 

 If you don’t have biblical faith, we’d love to have you join us, but you have to 

know that we’re a bit different/odd.  Faith identifies a person with a peculiar people.  

Distinct/unique.  What makes us us is not just faith, but more specifically what or who 

our faith is in.  We don’t worship the normal gods of this world.  And this makes us stand 

out.  Where the world worships money, sex, and power we have found something, 

someone better.  This passage takes up those classic idols, in a slightly different order.  

Here they are and then I’ll show you them from the text.  The people of God are peculiar 

in respect to power, pleasure, and treasure. 

 

Power 

 So first, power.  The world is power hungry.  Those who have it hold it tightly.  

Those who don’t bow to it enviously.  But faith is willing to let power go and knows that 

God alone is all-powerful and to be feared. 

 Let’s start back with v. 23 – “By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months 

after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of 

the king’s edict.”  I’m not sure exactly what it was about Moses or how different he was 

from any baby, but somehow their faith caused them to envision his future and not bow 

to the Pharaoh’s orders that all babies had to be killed.  Their faith made them not care 

about the power of the political establishment.  Their imaginations were not captivated by 

this kingdom, but by the kingdom of God and so they obeyed God, even if it meant 

disobeying the powers that be at the moment.  Do you have that kind of faith? 

 Then we read – “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as 

the son of Pharaoh’s daughter” (v. 24).  Moses’ faith made him very odd.  Usually 

someone adopted into a royal court would think that was the best break ever!  But he was 

not enamored with the halls of power.  He willingly forsook all that such a status would 

gain for him in order to be part of God’s people, a people not in power (and, by the way, 

it’s been a bad idea whenever we try to take power and take over this world; that’s not 

who we are). 
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 So here are two examples of people who did not worship power, but worshipped 

God – Moses’ parents and Moses himself.  Moses even gave up power because it wasn’t 

his god.  Do you grab power or give power away?  If you happen to be someone who by 

God’s providence (nothing you did to earn it) have been given certain privileges like a 

good education, good connections, upward mobility, etc… do you just naturally ride 

those things to where they can take you – a nice house in a nice neighborhood with well-

educated, well-connected, upwardly mobile friends?  Or do you think about how you can 

harness the power you have been given to help others, even being willing to sacrifice 

certain benefits and privileges? 

 Last Sunday at 4:15 PM a 17 year old boy was shoveling snow to earn money 

right over here a block away and was fatally shot.
2
  Right here… in our neighborhood!  

On Tuesday night several of us got together at Antoine’s place right in that bloody block 

for a Bible Study, which Mario came to.  Mario is the son of the woman we helped do a 

Memorial Service for last year that we met through the Outreach.  It’s all pretty cool.  But 

listen: most of the world would say that if you have the power to get or stay away from a 

neighborhood like this, then you do.  But not everyone does (have that power).  Some of 

us in this church have the power and the resources to live elsewhere, but we chose to be 

part of this people of God in this place, not chasing our own personal dreams.  This is just 

one application of what it means to be a peculiar people in regards to power. 

 

Pleasure 

 Next let’s look at pleasure.  Our world is dominated by pleasure seeking, straight-

up hedonism.  Everyone is controlled by doing what feels good.  2 Timothy 3:4 talks 

about what’s normal in the world – being “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.”  

Pleasure is a major deity for many people, but not for the people of God. 

 Let’s look again at v. 25 – “He chose to be mistreated along with the people of 

God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.”  Moses could have had 

almost any pleasure that his power afforded him in Pharaoh’s court.  Wine, women, food, 

leisure, you name it.  He was face to face with the allures of pleasure assaulting his 

senses, but he chose to be mistreated with an overworked, exhausted and abused people.  

People of faith, Christians, are not just like the world around us, crawling through the day 

so we can go back home and play our X-box or watch our show, staying up all night to 

get lucky and then sleeping in all day, living for the weekend and vacations, spending all 

our disposable income on our tastes.  Pleasure is not our god; God is. 

 Now at this point we have to be clear – we’re not anti-pleasure.  The ESV has v. 

25 as “than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.”  Christians reject FLEETING pleasure, 

not pleasure per se.  Fleeting or passing pleasure is short-lived and short-sighted pleasure.  

It is illicit pleasure, sinful pleasure, the pleasure that comes from ignoring God and using 

his good gifts selfishly and on your own terms.  We need to be honest: sin is often fun 

and feels good.  But we also have to be honest: it is only fleeting, it doesn’t ultimately 

satisfy and eventually it leads to destruction.  Sex outside of God’s design is a good 

representative of fleeting pleasure.  Listen to the description of the adulteress women in 

Proverbs 7:17-27 – 

 

“I have covered my bed with colored linens from Egypt.  I have perfumed 

my bed with myrrh, aloes and cinnamon.  Come, let’s drink deep of love 
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till morning; let’s enjoy ourselves with love!  My husband is not at home; 

he has gone on a long journey.  He took his purse filled with money and 

will not be home till full moon.” [drunk in love; PLEASURE!]  With 

persuasive words she led him astray; she seduced him with her smooth 

talk.  All at once he followed her like an ox going to the slaughter, like a 

deer stepping into a noose till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird darting 

into a snare, little knowing it will cost him his life.  Now then, my sons, 

listen to me; pay attention to what I say.  Do not let your heart turn to her 

ways or stray into her paths.  Many are the victims she has brought down; 

her slain are a mighty throng.  Her house is a highway to the grave, 

leading down to the chambers of death. 

 

That is a vivid depiction of fleeting pleasure.  For Valentine’s Day NPR did a 

piece on a new app that allows you to find other people near you that are willing to hook 

up.  This is our pleasure worshipping world.  But faith sees past it all and finds deeper 

pleasure in God.  We don’t just stifle desire and snuff out pleasure.  No we fight fire with 

fire.  We are captivated by a sweeter song.  People of faith say to God, “You have made 

known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal 

pleasures at your right hand” (Ps. 16:11).  “You have filled my heart with greater joy than 

when their grain and new wine abound” (Ps. 4:7).  And that frees us from the tyranny of 

sinfully seeking self-gratification.  We lose our life to find it.  We don’t fritter our days 

away on trivial pursuits.  We are a peculiar people, delighting ourselves in the Lord.  It 

may mean withholding some immediate pleasure from ourselves for a short time, but we 

know that there is eternity with which to drink from the river of delights (Ps. 36:8). 

 

Treasure 

 And then another way that we see in this passage that faith makes us a peculiar 

people is that we don’t idolize earthly treasure.  Power, pleasure, and treasure.  The 

world is obsessed with money and the stuff and experiences it can buy.  But Jesus taught 

his followers: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal” 

(Mt. 6:19-20).  We are different from the world because we do not serve the Master of 

Money (cf. Mt. 6:24), but God “who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment” (1Tim. 6:17). 

 Look at v. 26 – “He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value 

than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.”  It may seem a 

bit anachronistic (out of time) to speak of Moses and Christ together, but the OT men and 

women of faith, though they hadn’t met him, had faith in Christ.  Jesus said, “Moses… 

wrote about me” (Jn. 5:46).  Somehow, by faith, like Paul, Moses said, “Whatever was to 

my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything 

a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 

sake I have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found 

in him” (Phil. 3:7-9).  In other words, you can have all this world, but give me Jesus. 

 When our faith does this to us, money loses its grip on us and we lose our grip on 

it.  We no longer seek material affluence, we seek first the kingdom (Mt. 6:33).  We are 



7 

not driven by the bottom line, but by love.  It’s tax season, right?  Look at your charitable 

contributions and think, “What else could I have done with that money?”  Do you regret 

it at all?  People of faith have a different relationship with money than the rest of the 

world.  It is a tool, not a god. 

 

 So faith identifies a person with a peculiar people, in regard to power, pleasure, 

and treasure.  A couple more quick observations from the text...  Verse 27 explains how it 

works.  “By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger [faith overcomes fear], he 

persevered [real faith is not a one-time decision but a persevering faith; here it is:] 

because he saw him who is invisible.”  People of faith see beyond the immediately 

visible, beyond the circumstances, beyond the moment, we see the grand and glorious 

God who stands behind and above it all and that sustains us.  Moses lived as if he saw 

him who is invisible!  As you go about your life in this world, dreaming your dreams, 

feeling your urges, paying your bills… do you have a clear sense of God there in it all? 

 Just one other example of the peculiarity of the people of God can be seen in the 

way we do things because we obey God.  “How foolish it must have seemed,” writes P.T. 

O’Brien – “grown men marching around a strong fortress for seven days, led by seven 

priests blowing rams’ horns!”
3
  Are you willing to be weird?  What?  You live there?  

What?  You don’t have sex outside of marriage?  Wait!  You give how much away? 

1 Peter 4:2-5 says that the person of faith “does not live the rest of his earthly life 

for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.  For [he has] spent enough time in 

the past doing what pagans choose to do – living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, 

carousing and detestable idolatry.  [The world] think[s] it strange that [he] do[es] not 

plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on [him].  But 

they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.” 

 

Conclusion 
 We will all one day have to stand face to face with the invisible God.  Now as we 

wrap up this look at Hebrews 11:23-31 something very important has to be pointed out.  

How do we stand before God?  How do we get to be part of the people of God who are 

spared God’s judgment?  Am I saying that the people of God are the good people and the 

world is the bad people and to be saved you must be good?  Is that what this is saying?  

That to be a Christian is merely to behave differently, to be concerned for social justice or 

to not sleep around or to give a certain percentage of income?  That’s not it at all! 

 There’s something else we need to note about this chapter.  All these men and 

women were far from perfect.  In fact, most of them were pretty messed up and did some 

pretty bad things.  Noah got off the boat and got blasted drunk.  Abraham was often a 

coward and a liar and put his wife in danger to save his own skin and slept with other 

women.  Sarah struggled with faith.  Isaac followed in his father’s bad habits.  Jacob… 

Jacob was a deceiver and a weasel; his name essentially means jerk.  Moses was a 

murderer and didn’t get to enter the Promised Land himself because of a screw up.  And 

then Rahab – Rahab the what?  The prostitute.  Not who you might think would be a 

poster child for the people of God, but she is… because she had faith… faith in a peculiar 

God. 

 That’s the thing that makes us stand out.  Faith doesn’t mean we’re perfect, but 

peculiar precisely because our God is different from all the other gods of this world like 
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money, sex, and power.  Our God operates on grace.  That’s totally weird.  We don’t earn 

his acceptance, we receive it by faith… and in so doing our allegiances change.  The God 

of grace… over-the-top unmerited mercy, captures our hearts, captivates our 

imaginations. 

 And God’s grace can extend to anyone, no matter how worldly you’ve been.  Just 

look at Rahab.  As someone has pointed out, “As a woman, a Gentile, and an open sinner, 

Rahab joined the company of those who were saved by faith.”
4
  Maybe you feel like the 

least likely candidate to be a Christian.  You don’t look the part.  You’ve done things and 

worshipped idols like crazy.  God’s grace is for you.  God wants you in his peculiar 

people.  Put your faith in him, right now.  Pray to him and say, “I have worshipped 

everything else besides you and I’m sorry.” 

 And then look at v. 28, the only verse I haven’t covered yet.  This is how you can 

be saved.  This is the only way that any of us are saved.  It’s not by our efforts to be 

different.  It’s by faith, particularly faith in the saving blood.  “By faith he kept the 

Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not 

touch the firstborn of Israel.”  The first Passover was when God had said he was going to 

destroy all the firstborn in the land of Egypt for their persistent idolatry.  The Israelites 

were not naturally exempt from this punishment.  They would have been judged too, but 

God gave Moses this command – sacrifice a lamb and put its blood on the doorframes of 

your houses and when I go through the land bringing judgment I will pass over those 

houses who have the blood over their doors.  And the Israelites believed God and put 

their faith in the blood to save us. 

 The NT tells us that this was meant to be a picture of how ultimate salvation 

works.  Jesus, “our Passover lamb” (1Cor. 5:7), died in the place of sinners/idolaters, 

taking their judgment.  You have to apply his blood to the door of your heart.  By faith, 

you flee to Jesus to for safety.  That’s what it means to be a Christian.  I urge you to do 

this right now. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
If you have.  And if you have been baptized and joined a local church, then one of 

the things we do as the people of God is eat at the Lord’s Table.  There was the initial 

Passover in Egypt and then there was the annual feast of Passover where the Israelites 

recalled that great deliverance.  When Jesus came he took the Passover celebration and 

transformed it to this.  He died as our substitute on the bloody cross 2,000 years ago.  We 

put our faith in that to save us and then we regularly eat this meal to celebrate and 

remember and feed our faith. 

Spend some time in reflection and self-examination.  Think on the ways that you 

have worshipped power, pleasure, or treasure this week.  Repent.  And then put your faith 

in the blood of Christ to cover you and make you his, even though you are no better than 

anyone else.  And doing this will change you. 

 

Benediction 
“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 

that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 

wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once 

you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  Dear friends, I urge you, 
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as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against 

your soul” (1Pe. 2:9-11). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 16, 2014.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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