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Text 
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, 

even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a 

stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 

same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is 

God. 11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-- and Sarah herself was barren-- was enabled to 

become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one 

man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the 

sand on the seashore. 13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 

things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were 

aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of 

their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to 

return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country-- a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed 

to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, 

offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 

18 even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 19 

Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back 

from death. 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 21 By faith Jacob, when he 

was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff. 22 By faith 

Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions 

about his bones. 

 

Introduction 
 Last week we started into this great chapter of Hebrews – the ‘faith chapter’ or 

sometimes the ‘Hall of Faith’ because a large part of it is listing out great legends of the 

faith from the Bible’s storied past.  Last week we looked at three heroes of faith – Abel, 

Enoch, and Noah – all from the primeval era of the book of Genesis (Genesis 1-11).  

Today we’re going to look at the patriarchs – the main figures of faith we find in the rest 

of Genesis (Genesis 12-50). 

 But most of last week was tracing out some of the characteristics of faith, biblical 

faith, Christian faith.  And we said that faith is not fuzzy.  It’s fixed; it’s firm; it’s future 

oriented; it’s focused on the unseen; it’s fearful; and it’s fruitful.  I don’t normally do 

things that way, but it fit.  The topic of faith is bandied about a lot in our culture, but it’s 

often a fuzzy faith.  Christian faith has substance – we believe certain truths.  And it’s not 

wishy washy – we hold them with a firm confidence, not arrogance, but humble 

conviction.  We take God seriously and it has a tangible impact on our day to day life. 
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 Faith of some sort is inevitable and everyone has it at some level.  For some it’s 

the fuzzy faith of contemporary spirituality.  For others who claim no faith, they still 

exercise it, subconsciously perhaps.  The great 19
th

 century London preacher Charles 

Spurgeon wrote, “I wonder whether I shall be wrong if I say that we never do anything 

except through faith of some sort.  If I walk across my study it is because I believe my 

legs will carry me.  A man eats because he believes in the necessity of food; he goes to 

business because he believes in the value of money; he accepts a check because he 

believes that the bank will honor it.”
1
 

 And one may even be more religious than she thinks.  I’m reading a fascinating 

book right now that’s making the case that all humans are inescapably lovers, our hearts 

go out toward something; we are dreamers, imagining some vision of the good life; we 

are not just thinking things, we are desiring animals; in other words we are worshippers, 

participating in rituals that appeal to and shape this fundamental aspect of us.  Faith, 

hope, and love are instinctual and universal. 

 This book offers several examples of cultural practices that offer a brush with 

transcendence, a form of redemption, capturing our devotion, and giving us an identity.  

Think about what happened last Sunday – over 111 million Americans united in a giant 

worship experience called the Super Bowl.  Check out my blog from last Monday where I 

explain this a bit more.  Our passions are aroused to put our faith in a certain hallowed 

story and promise of a good life. 

Or think about the consumer economy we all participate in with its cathedral we 

call the mall or here in the city it’s the smaller chapels called boutiques or downtown 

with Macy’s and the mag mile or this new corridor along Roosevelt and Canal that is 

being built up.  Commercials, billboards, Internet pop-ups, and magazine ads are its form 

of evangelism and outreach.  Have you ever noticed that in this marketing everyone is 

usually “carefree and independent, clean and sexy, perky and perfect?”
2
  What does this 

do?  It makes us aware of a kind of brokenness.  “Implicit in those visual icons of 

success, happiness, pleasure, and fulfillment is a stabbing albeit unarticulated recognition 

that that’s not me.”
3
  So there’s the mall’s version of sin, what’s wrong with the world. 

Then there’s a form of redemption that’s offered.  Here it’s redemption by 

consumption.  I join great throngs of others at the stores going through rituals where my 

redemption is transacted.  I’ve bought into the vision of the good life that this religion has 

given me.  It has captured my imagination.  I’ve put my faith and hope in these goods and 

this practice to fulfill me.  I don’t just buy toothpaste because I’m thinking about dental 

hygiene.  I buy all these products because I’ve bought into the vision of the good life that 

they give me, the hope of what a bright white smile and fresh breath can get me.  I’m 

seeking to find an identity.  And it’s all by faith. 

Here’s the problem, the whole thing is so ephemeral.  That means temporary, like 

a puff of exhaust that comes out of your car or the bus on a cold winter day.  It appears 

and then vanishes, dissipates.  There’s nothing to it.  Our stuff breaks and goes out of 

fashion.  It doesn’t really work.  And the whole system is unsustainable and unjust in that 

it rapes the earth and exploits the majority world.  It only makes us more selfish and less 

satisfied. 

This is just one example, and a simplified version of it.  But you can start to see 

the point: in various different ways we’re all, everyone on this planet in some form of 

religion, participating in some story that requires some faith and that offers us some kind 
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of hope.  But they’re all pretty messed up and inconsequential at some level, maybe just 

really superficial, and definitely ephemeral/temporary/short-lived. 

The Christian faith is the only one that is substantial, that accurately diagnoses our 

problems and gives us a real solution and a solid hope.  It’s not ephemeral, Christianity is 

not a passing fad.  It’s been around for millennia and it promises more than a good 

weekend or even a nice retirement.  It offers eternal life, starting now and going on 

forever and ever.  Pretty big.  Do you believe in it?  Do you have faith?  Has this story 

and captured your imagination and affected you – that is touched your emotions and your 

actions? 

With the characteristics of faith we looked at last week in mind we’re going to 

look at some stories of those who have been captivated by faith today, in hope that these 

portraits will capture our hearts and strengthen our faith.  In short, what we’re going to 

see from today’s text is just this: faith stretches us beyond our own earthly lives.  

There’s probably a better way to put that, but I hope by the end of this you know exactly 

what I mean.  Faith (Christian faith) stretches us beyond our own earthly lives. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Stretching Back 
 I make fun of my little brother a lot because he claims to have memories that pre-

date his birth.  But it makes sense, doesn’t it?  He’s born into a family that has its stories 

and folklore that it rehearses and he listens and observes and they become part of his 

story.  He feels like he was there.  Usually people in our generation have a hard time 

imagining that life has been going on long before we arrived on the scene.  We are not 

very historically aware.  We have what C.S. Lewis called ‘chronological snobbery’.  We 

make fun of and look down on the people of the past.  Everything is about me and it is 

really quite sad because we get trapped in something very, very small.  The first way that 

faith stretches us beyond our own earthly lives is that it puts us into a story that has 

been going on since primeval days. 

 The very presence of this chapter in Hebrews that goes through the history of the 

men and women of faith is meant to show us this.  We’re part of something that stretches 

back to way before us.  The consumer economy we live in has shaped us into a very 

narrow focus – it makes us about me and now.  We laugh at our parents’ wedding 

pictures.  We are chasing the newest fads.  It’s sad.  It makes us smaller people, more 

trivial, more pathetic. 

 Being part of the Christian faith means being opened up, being part of a multi-

cultural body that stretches back throughout time.  And so we must learn our history and 

find solidarity with our ancestors in the faith.  We have to hear and rehearse repeatedly 

our story in order to bust out of this narcissistic prison the consumer economy has put us 

in.  Do you know who these people are in Hebrews 11?  Abel and Abraham, Rahab and 

Samuel.  Do you seek solidarity with the oppressed and nameless throughout Biblical 

history that are included in the last part of ch. 11?  What about church history?  

Athanasius and Augustine – any clue?  William Tyndale and William Carey.  Amy 

Carmichael, Elisabeth Elliot?  Do you know something about the stories of the martyrs of 

the twentieth century – our brothers and sisters in the persecuted church around the 

world?  We need to be acquainted more and more with our collective history.  It is 
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liberating from being so caught up with ourselves and our present moment.  It’s why 

when gathering on the first day of the week as Christians have for 2,000 years we will 

recite things from the third or fourth century or sing a song written in the 1100s, along 

with contemporary expressions of faith in the same stream. 

 This faith in the one, true God has been going on for quite some time and we 

share the same faith as Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph.  So that’s one way that 

faith stretches us beyond our own earthly lives – it puts us in contact with those who 

have gone before us. 

 

Stretching Forward 
 And if we’re going to have the same faith as our predecessors, we will share 

something in common with them, and that is our faith will involve things to come after 

us.  So our faith will not just stretch backwards, but forwards.  We see the future oriented 

element of faith illustrated for us today in the patriarchs.  To live by faith is to live in 

such a way that believes we are part of something that spans multiple generations.  And 

therefore not everything will be realized in our lifetime.  We will have to not just live by 

faith, but die by faith too.  There’s more, more than meets the eye, more than just my 

lifetime.  The fact that the U.S. debt is now over 17 trillion dollars reveals that we have a 

really hard time thinking this way.  We believe and live as if our lives are all that matters.  

We can’t see beyond us. 

 Abraham is the main figure in this section, although his wife, son, grandson, and 

great-grandson get brief mentions.  Abraham has already been mentioned as a model 

example of faith in ch. 6.  Abraham’s faith really is quite remarkable.  He left his home 

because he believed in a grand promise that God made to him, a promise that wouldn’t be 

realized in his own life, a promise that involved a land and a people.  Verse 8-10 deal 

with the land promise and vv. 11-12 the people promise. 

 “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going” (v. 8).  

That’s living by faith, not knowing where you’re going, just that God had told you to go!  

What does that look like in your life?  Maybe you can’t picture what it will look like to 

raise a family in the city, but God has called you to put down roots here and you lock 

yourself in?? 

 Well eventually Abraham reached his destination, the land God promised would 

be his inheritance.  “By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a 

foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 

same promise” (v. 9).  They lived in tents!  The heirs of the land.  This is what faith looks 

like.  Promise with little or no reality.  R.T. France comments, “That is what faith means 

for our author – to look to the promised future rather than at the unsatisfactory present.”
4
 

 I love v. 10.  “For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose 

architect and builder is God.”  So Abraham obeyed and left his home to be a tent dweller 

in a foreign land because he believed that God was doing something that stretched way 

beyond his own earthly life.  He had a deep desire for a home, a place of belonging and 

security and flourishing, but he knew that desire could not be fully realized in his life, in 

that land as it was.  He believed that God had an eternal city that he was preparing. 

Our greatest longings are for a heavenly city, not a cabin in the woods.  “The city 

in the Bible represents not noise, violence, and squalor but security, stability, and the 
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good life,” writes one scholar.
5
  A city.  We were made to be city-dwellers eternally.  

This city is mentioned three more times in Hebrews (v. 16, 12:22, 13:14).  And then 

again at the end of the Bible in Revelation 21 as that holy city coming down out of 

heaven from God (cf. Rev. 21:2, 10).  This is what we are looking forward to and living 

for.  We make our temporary home here in this city, we work for the good of it over 

multiple generations, but ultimately “here we do not have an enduring city, but we are 

looking for the city that is to come” (13:14), that will come down and envelope and 

transform this earth. 

Stephen in Acts 7:5 says of Abraham that God “gave him no inheritance here, not 

even a foot of ground.  But God promised him that he and his descendants after him 

would possess the land, even though at that time Abraham had no child.”  Verse 11-12 

introduce this promise of a people.  “By faith Abraham, even though he was past age – 

and Sarah herself was barren – was enabled to become a father because he considered 

him faithful who had made the promise” (v. 11).  Can you imagine leaving your 

homeland believing that God had given you a promise for a land and a people and living 

in tents your whole life into old age and not having a child?  Sarah by all appearances 

was post-menopausal.  And an angel arrived and said they would have a child within a 

year.  It was laughable, but they kept trying to have a baby because they believed God 

could do anything and sure enough within a year they had conceived and given birth to 

Isaac.  One kid… late in life. 

“And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore” (v. 12).  

But can you imagine the years of heartache?  Month after month, no baby.  Year after 

year.  Tents.  No home.  What’s it all for?  Faith.  Learning that God is over it all; he sees 

the end from the beginning.  Therefore, I can go on, press on.  Trust and obey.  And four 

thousand years later something has snowballed that is beyond Abraham’s wildest 

imagination.  And yet we still wait.  We’re content to be part of something bigger than 

ourselves, just like Abraham. 

 Here’s the point: at the point of death, Abraham only had a tiny taste of what God 

had promised.  Verse 13 – “All these people [referring to the patriarchs] were still living 

by faith when they died” (v. 13a).  You and I will still be living by faith when we die.  Do 

you think about your death very often?
6
  Or do act as if it will never come?  Your life will 

come to an end.  I just turned 35, still young in some ways, but I was taking a nap on the 

couch recently because I was so tired and then all the sudden the thought came into my 

mind – 35… that’s half way to 70!  70 is old.  I’m not guaranteed to even get to 70, but 

once I do, once I just live the number of years I’ve already lived one more time, I’ll be 

there and once you get to 70 you know death is close at hand.  I’m going to die.  You’re 

going to die.  Do you have a faith that can handle that?  What if I haven’t accomplished 

enough?  What if I have regrets?  What if there are still unanswered prayers?  Do I 

believe that is the end? 

 “They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed 

them from a distance” (v. 13a).  Jesus tells us, “Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing 

my day; he saw it and was glad” (Jn. 8:56).  This is faith.  It sees things in the future, 

unseen things.  Can you see the future God has promised for beyond your life and 

rejoice?  Are you sure that even if you die with unaccomplished goals and unfulfilled 

hopes and unremoved thorns in the flesh it will be okay?  Not just if you don’t get what 
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you want next month or year, but only in the next life.  Can you see the future that God 

has promised that stretches beyond your own earthly life?  Are you able to draw strength 

from that?  I read one person who wrote that “the existential power of faith made the 

distant hope a present reality, and these believers of the ancient world ‘saw’ and ‘greeted’ 

the promised consummation, even, and indeed especially, in the hour of death, as though 

already face to face with it.”
7
 

 Death is coming.  Faith sees something beyond the grave.  All this gets at the 

topic of home.  Where is your home, really?  We read next – “They admitted that they 

were aliens and strangers on earth” (v. 13c).  Alien and stranger language is used 

elsewhere in the NT, especially in 1 Peter which was written to “strangers in the world” 

(1Pe. 1:1), telling them to “live [their] lives as strangers here in reverent fear” (1Pe. 

1:17), urging them “as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, 

which war against [their] soul[s]” (1Pe. 2:11).  Have you made yourself too at home in 

this world?  Are you living as a stranger here?  Are you withholding from yourself certain 

worldly pleasures because you believe there is something better coming? 

 Paul says in Philippians 3:20 – “Our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly 

await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Where does your true loyalty lay?  Are 

you willing to readily admit that you are an alien and stranger here?  “People who say 

such things show that they are looking for a country of their own” (v. 14).  Are you still 

looking for a homeland or do you feel pretty at home here? 

Some of you may have come to Chicago from another country or state or city and 

you’re homesick.  You have nostalgia for ‘home’.  But that’s not what the patriarchs had.  

“If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity 

to return.  Instead, they were longing for a better country – a heavenly one” (vv. 15-16a).  

Faith sees all of our homesickness as ultimately a longing for the heavenly city, all of our 

patriotic emotion as belonging to the coming kingdom of God.  The Epistle to Diognetus 

from the second century describes early Christians like this: “They live in their own 

countries, but only as nonresidents; they participate in everything as citizens, and endure 

everything as foreigners.  Every foreign country is their fatherland, and every fatherland 

is foreign.”
8
  We live life here in Chicago faithfully, but our real home is New Jerusalem. 

This is how the patriarchs lived and died by faith.  “Therefore God is not ashamed 

to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them” (v. 16b).  Is not ashamed – 

present tense.  He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (cf. Mt. 22:32).  They are very 

much still alive.  Their story is not over.  They, along with the souls of all throughout the 

ages who have shared their faith, are with God and awaiting the return of Christ and the 

resurrection to live in the new heavens and earth, which (again) is a city, a giant 

redeemed community.  That is our true homeland. 

We see Abraham’s cast iron confidence in the fact that he would obey God even 

when it seemed like it would jeopardize the future.  Verses 17-19 tell of the near sacrifice 

of Isaac.  John Calvin reminds us that “Isaac is not to be thought of as simply one of the 

common company of men, but as one who contained Christ in himself.”
9
  And God tells 

him to sacrifice him.  “By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a 

sacrifice.  He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 

even though God had said to him, ‘It is through Isaac that your offspring will be 

reckoned” (vv. 17-18).  This is all stuff related in the book of Genesis.  God called 

Abraham to offer his promised child Isaac as a sacrifice.  And then he stopped it at the 
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last second because he (a) wanted to show that human sacrifice is not his will, but also (b) 

he wanted to test Abraham’s faith. 

And Abraham passed.  He believed God was going to keep his promise to give 

him a great people through whom the whole world would be blessed …through Isaac 

…even if he killed Isaac!  How?  Verse 19 – “Abraham reasoned that God could raise the 

dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.”  Abraham 

thought, “He said he was going to do it through Isaac.  He said to kill Isaac.  So he must 

be planning to raise Isaac back from the dead.”  The author of Hebrews gives us the 

inspired look into Abraham’s head, but there’s evidence of this thought even in the 

Genesis account because when leaving to go perform the sacrifice Abraham “said to his 

servants, ‘Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there.  We will worship 

and then we will come back to you’” (Gen. 22:5).  Do you believe God’s future promises 

are so certain that you would be willing to give up something you think is integral for the 

fulfillment of God’s promises in obedience?  It may not make sense, but you know that 

God cannot fail to keep his word and accomplish his will. 

The next three verses (20-22) briefly mention the next three generations after 

Abraham and it focuses on their deaths.  Isaac didn’t do much.  Have you ever noticed 

that, even in the book of Genesis?  There’s a lot about Abraham and Jacob and Joseph, 

but really not much about Isaac.  But he died believing.  That’s really all that matters.  

Being a Christian is not ultimately about achieving a lot of stuff in your lifetime, but 

about believing in Christ.  “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their 

future” (v. 20).  He came to the end of his life and pronounced a blessing on his sons in 

line with God’s promises for the future. 

The same thing with Isaac’s son Jacob who had faith.  “By faith Jacob, when he 

was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshipped as he leaned on the top of his 

staff” (v. 21).  Genesis says he worshipped on his bed.  Either way whichever it was (and 

it could have been both), it’s a beautiful picture of an old man coming to the end of his 

life and still believing.  Even though he was dying, he knew God’s promises were still in 

effect and being fulfilled.  And he worshipped.  Will you worship on your death bed?  

There can be death bed conversions, but most of the time you will do at your end what 

you’ve been practicing throughout your life.  If you want to get to the end of your life 

worshipping God and not embittered and angry and full of doubt and accusations and 

fear, you need to be cultivating that sort of faith now. 

Finally Joseph – one of Jacob’s twelve sons.  Again v. 22 passes “over all 

Joseph’s extraordinary achievements, which modern readers find so appealing, and 

mention[s] him only in relation to the faith he displayed on his deathbed.”
10

  “By faith 

Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and 

gave instructions about his bones” (v. 22).  Even though all his family was at that time 

living in Egypt, Joseph knew that God had promised that the land of Canaan would be 

theirs and he wanted to be buried there with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob when God 

delivered them out of Egypt.  One person writes, “Joseph could speak of the exodus, not 

because he had experienced it, but because God had promised it.”
11

  And the exodus 

happened 400 years later and they took Joseph’s bones with them. 

But here “our author’s review of the faith of the patriarchs ends, like the book of 

Genesis, with the death of Joseph.”
12
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Conclusion 

 What sticks out to us from these patriarchal portraits of faith?  Their faith 

stretched them beyond their own earthly lives.  They were convinced that God was 

real and his promises were true.  And those promises had captured their imaginations.  A 

grand story bigger than their own lives.  They were longing for the eternal city; that was 

their home.  And they believed that even death was not an obstacle to the fulfillment of 

this grandiose vision.  So they lived and died in faith. 

 Have you caught this vision?  Do you have their faith?  Or are you living for the 

shallow versions of this world, shopping and entertainment, or even a more nobler vision 

of making your life count, but for this country or this city, not the better country, the 

eternal city with real foundations that endure, whose architect and builder is God? 

 I look at myself and a lot of us sometimes and see people who are grumpy and 

overly affected by disappointments.  Impatient and embittered with a sense of 

entitlement.  Could it be that lack of joy and contentment and peace to a certain extent 

comes from forgetting that this world is not all there is, that there is something that 

stretches beyond our own earthly life?  We feel frustrated, angry, cheated.  We gripe 

and live in the past – either rehearsing our hurts or some romanticized version of ‘glory 

days’.  We need to direct our faith to the future, the big picture.  Look back at the marvel 

of God’s plan unfolded so much.  Look forward to the greatness of what lies ahead of us 

when Christ returns and every longing is fulfilled. 

 In thinking about life and death, I went back to a tear stained book on my shelf 

that’s written by D.A. Carson about his dad, Tom Carson.  It’s entitled Memoirs of an 

Ordinary Pastor.  It chronicles a life of ministry in which though he prayed and preached 

and worked for a movement of the gospel in French-speaking Canada for years, but 

nothing much happened.  It was long, hard, often fruitless labor.  [Yet, his son turned out 

to be one of the greatest NT scholars of the latter 20
th

, early 21
st
 century!] 

 The last pages recount Tom’s death.  D.A. Carson, his son, tried to be there with 

him, but left the room for a brief bit and during that time he died, alone.  And he says 

this: 

 

Tom Carson never rose very far in denominational structures, but 

hundreds of people in the Outaouais and beyond testify how much he 

loved them.  He never wrote a book, but he loved the Book.  He was never 

wealthy or powerful, but he kept growing as a Christian: yesterday’s grace 

was never enough.  He was not a far-sighted visionary, but he looked 

forward to eternity... 

 

When he died, there were no crowds outside the hospital, no editorial 

comments in the papers, no announcements on television, no mention in 

Parliament, no attention paid by the nation.  In his hospital room there was 

no one by his bedside.  There was only the quiet hiss of oxygen, vainly 

venting because he had stopped breathing and would never need it again. 

 

But on the other side all the trumpets sounded.  Dad won entrance to the 

only throne room that matters, not because he was a good man or a great 

man – he was, after all, a most ordinary pastor – but because he was a 
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forgiven man.  And he heard the voice of him whom he longed to hear 

saying, “Well done, good and faithful servant; enter into the joy of your 

Lord.”
13

 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
May “your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by 

fire… be proved genuine and… result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 

revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see 

him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you 

are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls” (1Pe. 1:7-9). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 9, 2014.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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