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Text 
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients 

were commended for. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that 

what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain 

did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he 

still speaks, even though he is dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience 

death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was 

commended as one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone 

who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 7 By faith 

Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he 

condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

 

Introduction 
 I think I mentioned this before, but my grandma got my wife a subscription to 

Good Housekeeping a few years ago.  Andrea skims the articles and shares some with 

me.  We’ve noticed that there’s a lot of faith talk among the celebrities interviewed in it.  

Last month’s cover had a picture of Queen Latifah and a quote that said, “My faith comes 

first.” 

I spent some time with a stack of these magazines this week and found that Pierce 

Brosnan says, “I have a strong faith.  I relied heavily on my faith and, together with my 

friends, it sustained me.”  Mariska Hargitay of Law & Order: SVU has an article entitled, 

“My Faith Pulled Me Through” where she says, “I think God is very much in us.  Faith is 

a huge part of our life.  And I think everything happens for a reason.”  I forget who this 

was said about, but it seems like it could be written to describe almost all of the people 

interviewed in the magazine – “And thanks to her strong faith, she greets each day with a 

sense of calm and confidence.” 

Meredith Vieira says, “I was able to pull something out from inside – maybe it is 

faith – that allowed me to stay calm.”  “I have faith in faith,” Valerie Bertinelli says.  

Then Kyra Sedgwick explains, “I don’t practice any particular religion, but faith plays a 

huge role in my life.  I have always felt taken care of on some level.  My instincts often 

have been very good, and if I turn up the volume on that voice in my head, I’m usually 

right on track,” she says. 

Faith is not rare in our culture.  It’s everywhere.  Most people currently say they 

have some kind of faith.  President Obama in last week’s State of the Union address 
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mentioned “faith leaders” as a necessary ingredient in the health of our country.  But 

what is faith, really?  And what does the Bible mean when it speaks about faith? 

Today we are going to start into chapter 11 of Hebrews, what’s sometimes been 

called the faith chapter or the Hall of Faith.  The chapter begins with a definition of faith 

and then explores that idea and gives pictures of it throughout the rest of the chapter.  The 

whole thing is really a jumping off from the second to last verse of chapter 10 – “My 

righteous one will live by faith.”  Let’s jump in with the author of Hebrews and try to 

understand more about this life of faith, biblically defined.  In short, what we’re going to 

see from these first 7 verses today is just this: Faith is not . fuzzy

 

Let’s pray… 

 

Fixed 

 Okay, so faith is not fuzzy.  What is it?  First off we have to say that the 

Christian faith is fixed.  It’s not fluid or fluctuating.  There’s a foundation.  There is 

content to faith, it’s not just a feeling.  And the content is not fluffy.  This is how the NT 

writer Jude uses the term faith when he urged his readers “to contend for the faith that 

was once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jd. 3).  There is a fixed body of doctrine that has 

been delivered and now must be believed – like all these theological truths that Hebrews 

has been unpacking about who Jesus is and what he’s done. 

Hebrews speaks this way about faith too.  Hebrews 4:14 exhorts – “Let us hold 

firmly to the faith we profess.”  Have you ever tried to hold firmly onto Play Dough?  

You can’t hold firmly to something that’s squishy, that you can shape and form.  For this 

reason Christianity can never be reinvented or reimagined or revised.  It’s not private and 

personal, it means this to me and this to you.  There’s a fixed standard.  There is “one 

faith” (Eph. 4:5).  It’s our common faith.  This is why it’s helpful to have creeds and 

confessions.  Earlier in our service we recited the Apostle’s Creed, an ancient summary 

of the biblical faith that Christians down through the ages and around the world have 

affirmed. 

So this is one way that faith, as defined in the Bible, is not fuzzy – the content of 

our faith is fixed. 

 

Firm 
 Next, faith… Christian faith… is firm.  And by this I don’t just mean the same 

thing I just said – that it has substance and content and meat, that it’s not empty and 

vacuous and meaningless.  Firm could mean solid, like a person’s mattress is firm.  But 

firm can also mean resolute, like a person’s will is firm.  That’s how I mean it here.  And 

this subjective sense is what is in view in 11:1.  Not just what you believe but how you 

believe.  So another way that faith is not fuzzy is that it is firm. 

 Faith doesn’t say, “Well… maybe… this is how I see it right now… I mean it is 

the realm of faith, not facts, right?”  “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 

of what we do not see” (v. 1).  Sure, certain.  Other translations have assurance, 

conviction.  It is referring to a “firm, solid confidence.”
1
  Faith involves not only 

objective belief, but also subjective believing.  You don’t just know it in your head, 

you’ve got it in your gut.  Do you believe God loves you?  No, I mean do you really 

believe God loves you?  That’s faith. 
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This is why faith is the opposite of doubt (cf. Mt. 21:21).  When you doubt, 

you’re not sure, you’re not certain.  Now, do true believers have doubts?  Yes!  Like 

Emily Dickinson described, we may “both believe, and disbelieve a hundred times and 

Hour.”  But we struggle with doubt.  We don’t embrace doubt.  That’s the point.  We 

pray, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” (Mk. 9:24).  Paul prayed for the 

Colossians “that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all 

the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which 

is Christ” (Col. 2:2; ESV).  Doubt, question, be honest, but seek truth and understanding 

and pray for the ability to shout “Amen!”  You know what “Amen” means, don’t you?  It 

means “So true!” 

We don’t celebrate doubt and wear it as a badge of pride.  It has become cool 

today, especially among people who have grown up in the church to live in perpetual 

questioning, to not settle on anything, to revel in relativism.  Being sure and having 

certainty is not popular today, most people are pretty sure and certain that that’s a bad 

thing.  There’s a fear that this has to mean arrogance or bullying people, and 

unfortunately it has been associated with that behavior.  But being convinced beyond a 

shadow of a doubt that you are a sinner and that you have no hope but for God’s grace, 

will not make you mean. 

G.K. Chesterton’s remarks at the beginning of the 20
th

 century still apply just as 

much to the beginning of the 21
st
: 

 

What we suffer from today is humility in the wrong place.  Modesty has 

moved from the organ of ambition.  Modesty has settled upon the organ of 

conviction; where it was never meant to be.  A man was meant to be 

doubtful about himself, but undoubting about the truth; this has been 

exactly reversed….  We are on the road to producing a race of man too 

mentally modest to believe in the multiplication table.
2
 

 

He said elsewhere – “The object of opening the mind, as of opening the mouth, is to shut 

it again on something solid.”
3
 

 So faith is not fuzzy.  It’s holding firmly onto something solid. 

 

Future Oriented 
 Next we see that faith is future oriented.  “Now faith is being sure of what we 

hope for…” (v. 1).  I said last time we were in Hebrews that faith lunges forwards.  We 

might generally think of faith as looking back.  It can be used this way.  I have faith – a 

firm, solid confidence – that Jesus died to pay for my sins and rose again to prove it.  

That is part of faith.  But that assertion in and of itself is inconsequential if we do not also 

believe that he is coming back again to raise us and eradicate sin and all that (1Cor. 

15:19).  His resurrection in the past guarantees our resurrection in the future.  So faith 

looks back in order to look forward.  It looks back at God’s faithfulness in the past in 

order to look forward in trust that God will keep his promises for the future.  It’s what 

John Piper calls “faith in future grace.”
4
 

 So faith goes hand in hand with hope.  Hope in the Bible is not just a fuzzy 

optimism, a wish upon a star, a hunch that things are going to turn out for the better.  

Biblical hope is a confident expectation that your holy desires will be met and God’s 
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promises kept.  To live by faith does not mean to live with our fingers crossed, but with 

confident expectation.  “I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able 

to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day” (2Tim. 1:12).  We’ll explain more 

about this as we go through chapter 11.  Faith is future oriented. 

 

Focused on the Unseen 
And faith is also focused on the unseen.  “…sure of what we hope for and certain 

of what we do not see” (v. 1).  “‘Faith’ has a dual perspective,” says R.T. France, “that 

could be simply summed up as looking forward (to the fulfillment of God’s promises) 

and looking up (to the unseen reality of God’s presence).
5
  This is a fundamental aspect 

of faith.  Faith has to do with realities we can’t detect with our physical senses.  2 

Corinthians 4:18 – “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.”  The 

Christian life starts this way – justification by faith: we don’t see our righteousness, but 

believe it has been credited to us… and then we continue living by faith. 

This is why faith is the opposite of sight; “we live by faith, not by sight” (2Cor. 

5:7).  Christian faith holds with certainty that there is more than meets the eye.  We are 

not materialists, that is, those who say that the material world is all there is, everything 

has just developed or evolved by entirely natural processes.  “By faith,” v. 3, “we 

understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not 

made out of what was visible.”  We believe, obviously, that there is a God we cannot see 

and he made everything we can see.  How exactly he did it we’re not entirely sure, but at 

some stage there was nothing and then he spoke and there was something.  This is 

foundational to our faith.  We come from somewhere. 

This Christian belief makes the most sense out of the world we find ourselves in.  

If matter is all there is or ever was, then there’s no satisfying explanation for the 

intangible realities we know, like love.  There’s a movie coming out this summer based 

on the book The Fault in Our Stars.  It looks really interesting.  It’s about two teenagers 

who have cancer and the meet in a support group and they fall in love.  At one point the 

boy, Augustus, says, “I am in love with you, Hazel Grace.  And I know that love is just a 

shout into the void and that oblivion is inevitable… and I am in love with you.”  We want 

to believe in love, but without God it doesn’t really make sense.  In the Christian 

worldview with a Creator God, that fuzzy stuff can be even more solid.  We are more 

than just chemical processes.  There is more to this world than just matter.  We were 

created and therefore there is purpose and meaning.  Only the Christian faith can fully 

give you a framework for that. 

 

ABEL 

 So Christian faith is fixed, firm, future oriented, and focused on the unseen.  

Verse 2 says, “This is what the ancients were commended for.”  Most of chapter 11 is 

going to be a timeline overview of the ancients – the men and women of faith from the 

past.  We have three of them listed for us here in chronological order.  We’re just taking 

vv. 1-7 today because there’s a bracketing in v. 1 and v. 7 with the idea of the unseen.  

And because the three men listed in vv. 1-7 are all from the primeval era.  The primeval 

era is recorded for us in the first 11 chapters of Genesis.  Genesis 12 starts into the 

patriarchal era with Abraham, and next week with v. 8 we’ll start looking at Abraham 
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and the patriarchs.  Today we’ve got Abel, Enoch, and Noah given to us as examples of 

faith.  Let’s look at each of them briefly. 

 Abel is the first one listed.  Abel was the second-born son of Adam and Eve.  

Genesis 4 tells his story.  He was a man of faith.  He “offered God a better sacrifice than 

Cain [his older brother] did.  By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God 

spoke well of his offerings.  And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead” (v. 4).  

Genesis tells us that Abel offered the Lord a sacrifice of the very best of his flocks.  God 

was worth it in his eyes.  Cain gave the Lord a sacrifice, but it was just of some of his 

crops, evidently not the cream of the crop.  “The LORD looked with favor on Abel and 

his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor” (Gen. 4:4-5).  And 

Cain was jealous and killed Abel, and so Abel became the first martyr for his faith. 

 Abel gives us a snapshot of faith.  He believed God was worthy of his worship, 

even if it cost him great sacrifice, even his life.  Martin Luther said of him, “He who 

when he was actually alive could not teach even his only brother by his faith and 

example, now that he is dead teaches the whole world… he is more alive than ever!”
6
  

Does your faith in any way look like Abel’s?  Do you sacrifice your best for him? 

 

ENOCH 

 The next exemplar of faith that’s listed is Enoch.  Enoch was a descendant of 

another one of Adam and Eve’s sons – Seth.  Genesis 5 mentions him very briefly in the 

middle of a genealogy.  There there’s a long list of men who lived and died.  Then it gets 

to Enoch and it says two times – “Enoch walked with God.”  “The Hebrew phrase ‘to 

walk with God’ is expressive of a close intimacy and fellowship with God (Gen. 6:9).  

This idiom was accurately rendered in the [Greek translation of the OT] as ‘Enoch was 

well pleasing to God’.”
7
  Enoch walked with God and then one day “he was no more” 

(Gen. 5:24).  “Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he 

could not be found, because God had taken him away.  For before he was taken, he was 

commended as one who pleased God” (v. 5). 

 This leads to the comment in v. 6 – “And without faith it is impossible to please 

God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards 

those who earnestly seek him.”  “Believe that he exists” = looking up (to the unseen 

reality of God’s presence).  “That he rewards those who earnestly seek him” = looking 

forward (to the fulfillment of God’s promises).  Enoch had this faith.  You must have this 

kind of faith to please God.  Does your faith in any way look like Enoch’s?  Could it be 

said that you walk with God? 

 One quick comment here before we move on.  We’ll unpack this more as we go 

through chapter 11, but just notice that, as one person has put it, “God rewards those who 

seek him, not those who seek his rewards or imagine that they have earned them, which 

would be something very different.”
8
  God is ultimately the reward, the treasure that true 

faith seeks.  There is a kind of fuzzy faith that says if you have enough of it you get 

goodies.  That is a false faith. 

 

NOAH 

The next in our first three men of faith is Noah.  Most people know Noah.  His 

story takes up chapters 6-9 in Genesis.  He is the man who “found favor in the eyes of the 

LORD” (Gen. 6:8) and God spared him in the ark from the flood that wiped out the earth.  
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We read, “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen [there’s that focus on 

the unseen], in holy fear built an ark to save his family.  By his faith he condemned the 

world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith” (v. 7). 

Noah “condemned the world,” that is his faith stood out in bright relief from the 

rest of the world and showed them up as something less.  But Noah wasn’t self-righteous.  

He was an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.  An heir doesn’t earn, he inherits 

by grace.  And his righteousness wasn’t intrinsic to him; it came to him by faith, from the 

outside.  Faith looks away from self to God to receive.  Does your faith in any way look 

like Noah’s?  Are you different from the world around you not because you’re better than 

but because you trust God? 

 

Fearful 

 Remember: we saw at the beginning that faith is fixed, firm, future oriented, and 

focused on the unseen.  Looking more closely at Noah’s account shows us two more 

aspects of faith that’s not fuzzy.  Faith is fearful and faith is fruitful. 

 First, what do I mean when I say that faith is fearful?  Because sometimes in the 

Bible faith is the opposite of fear.  “You of little faith, why are you so afraid” (Mt. 8:26)?  

That kind of fear is not trusting God.  But here Noah is sad to have “holy fear.”  What is 

that?  It’s taking God seriously.  It’s believing “God’s righteous decree that those who do 

such things deserve death” (Rom. 1:32). 

 You see: faith doesn’t just believe there is a heaven; faith also believes there is a 

hell.  Not just rewards, but also punishments.  “Do not be afraid of those who kill the 

body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and 

body in hell” (Mt. 10:28).  God is not just a fuzzy teddy bear, he is a righteous Judge.  

The fuzzy faith of our culture believes that you go to heaven simply by dying.  “There is 

no fear of God before their eyes” (Rom. 3:18).  God is fuzzy, why would I fear him?  But 

God is a consuming fire.  He is holy.  He is full of justice and wrath towards sin.  “You 

alone are to be feared.  Who can stand before you when you are angry” (Ps. 76:7)?  

Genuine faith has a holy fear of God, takes him seriously, believes his warnings and 

repents.  Noah believed that God was going to destroy the world by a flood. 

Some people will say, “But Jesus…”  Well Jesus spoke more about hell than 

anyone (i.e. Mt. 5:29).  And Jesus’ death makes no sense apart from hell and the 

judgment of God.  The whole point is that he is taking your hell for you, absorbing God’s 

wrath.  To believe in him is to flee to the ark that is him for safety from God’s judgment.  

This kind of faith is not fuzzy; it has sharp edges… that sometimes cut.  So Christian 

faith has holy fear: it believes there is judgment to come. 

 

Fruitful 

 And then the final way we see here that faith – Christian faith – is not fuzzy is 

that faith is fruitful.  You can’t just say you have faith in some vague, fuzzy sort of way.  

There has to be something to show for it.  It has to mean something to you.  There has to 

be tangible fruit in your life as evidence of your supposed faith, otherwise it’s just some 

fuzzy, fluffy, flimsy, futile thing.  “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have 

faith but has no deeds?  Can such a faith save him” (James 2:14)? 

 Over and over again throughout Hebrews 11 we’re going to notice this.  When 

someone truly believes in God and his promises, he acts on his beliefs.  Faith in the 
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unseen results in seen faith.  Remember the paralytic that was lowered through the roof 

by his friends to Jesus?  The text says, “When Jesus saw their faith…” (Mt. 9:2).  “By 

faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark” (v. 7).  If he 

didn’t start building, he didn’t believe.  One person put it this way: “True faith is 

[confident] action taken in response to the unseen God and his promises.”
9
  Noah didn’t 

just have fuzzy faith that God was going to flood the world.  He started building an ark.  

As I heard someone say, it was like building an ocean liner in the middle of Kansas.  That 

is the fruit of faith. 

 You say you believe in heaven… are you deferring any gratification now?  You 

say you believe in hell… are you willing to tell people that and tell them how to escape 

it?  Are you doing anything that looks silly to the world around you simply because you 

trust God’s word?  Are you living your life and making choices in such a way that the 

only explanation is that you believe there is a God who loves you and has promised 

eternity with him to you and consequences if you don’t believe?  Is there substantial fruit 

in your life – actions that you take because you are sure of what you hope for and certain 

of what you do not see? 

 

Conclusion 
Do you have genuine faith, not a fuzzy faith?  Do you hold the fixed doctrines of 

Christianity with firmness?  Do you live with the future in mind and in light of the unseen 

realm?  Do you fear God?  Is there fruit in your life? 

Everyone does have some kind of faith.  But it’s a fuzzy, fluffy, flimsy faith.  It 

takes faith to believe that we came from nothing.  It takes faith to believe that the voice in 

your head is on track or that everything will turn out okay.  But this kind of faith is 

unfounded.  It’s futile.  It’s a leap in the dark.  It’s just a shout into the void.  But 

Christian faith, hope, and love is not just a shout into the void? 

Why not?  Francis Schaeffer used to illustrate it this way – suppose a group of 

climbers get caught high up in the Alps at dusk when a dense fog settles in.  The guide 

says that ice is forming and there is no hope; before morning everyone will freeze to 

death.   So they find ways to pass their time in the fog.  But then one decides to hang and 

drop from the ledge believing blindly that there is a landing not too far down that is 

below the fog.  That’s how most people think of faith, a blind leap in the dark. 

 Schaeffer says: 

 

Supppose, however, after we have worked out on the shoulder in 

the midst of the fog and the growing ice on the rock, we had stopped and 

we heard a voice which said, “You cannot see me, but I know exactly 

where you are from your voices.  I am on another ridge.  I have lived in 

these mountains, man and boy, for over sixty years and I know every foot 

of them.  I assure you that ten feet below you there is a ledge.  If you hang 

and drop, you can make it through the night and I will get you in the 

morning.” 

I would not hang and drop at once, but would ask questions to try 

to ascertain if the man knew what he was talking about….  I would ask 

him what to me would be the adequate and sufficient questions, and when 

I became convinced by his answers, then I would hang and drop. 
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 That is faith.  It’s not fuzzy.  We have God’s Word, this amazing, ancient book.  

Read it, investigate it, and see if it does not make the most sense of the reality we find 

ourselves in.  And then put your faith in Christ.  Hang and drop.  A fuzzy faith won’t be 

enough to get you through the judgment that is coming when Christ returns, let alone the 

suffering and hardships of this life.  Repent of your faithlessness and believe his promise 

that “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Rom. 10:13). 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 If you are already a Christian, beware of fuzzy faith.  Seek a faith that is fixed, 

firm, future oriented, focused on the unseen, fearful, and fruitful.  Solid faith.  The 2
nd

 

London Confession of Faith says that faith is “ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the 

Word” – God’s Word creates faith in us.  And by hearing the Word along with “the 

administration of baptism and the Lord’s supper, prayer, and other means appointed of 

God, it is increased and strengthened” (14:1).  We may have “different degrees” of faith 

at different times and our faith may be “assailed and weakened” (14:3), but it can be 

strengthened by gathering with the church to hear the word preached and by eating at the 

Lord’s Table. 

 Here we take time to reflect and inspect ourselves.  To be honest with God about 

our hearts, and then to come forward saying again, “I believe this!  Christ has come, 

Christ will come again.  This is reality.”  And as you hold in your hand a solid piece of 

bread and a real cup of the fruit of the vine, you have emblems to bolster your faith that 

indeed Christ’s body has been broken and his blood has been shed for you.  There is no 

more wrath remaining for you.  You have fellowship with him.  And this strenthens you 

to go and live for him another week. 

 

Benediction 
“We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.  In him our hearts rejoice, 

for we trust in his holy name.  May your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, even as 

we put our hope in you” (Ps. 33:20-22). 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 2, 2014.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys and 

proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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