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Text 
Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2 A tabernacle was set 

up. In its first room were the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread; this was called the Holy 

Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 4 which had the golden altar of 

incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff 

that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. 5 Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, 

overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 6 When everything 

had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. 7 

But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood, which 

he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance. 8 The Holy Spirit was 

showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first 

tabernacle was still standing. 9 This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and 

sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. 10 They are only a matter 

of food and drink and various ceremonial washings-- external regulations applying until the time of the 

new order. 11 When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through 

the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 12 

He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all 

by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a 

heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 

How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished 

to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 15 For 

this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised 

eternal inheritance-- now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the 

first covenant. 16 In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, 17 because 

a will is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living. 18 

This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood. 19 When Moses had proclaimed 

every commandment of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet 

wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people. 20 He said, "This is the blood of 

the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep." 21 In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood 

both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. 22 In fact, the law requires that nearly 

everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 23 It was 

necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly 

things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that 

was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence. 25 Nor 

did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place 

every year with blood that is not his own. 26 Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the 

creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by 

the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ 

was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear 

sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 
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Introduction 
 If you’re still looking for a Christmas gift idea for that person who has everything 
I saw that you can get a lie detector test kit from newegg.com for just $49.98.  I’ve never 
had to take a polygraph test (thank goodness) but we’ve all seen these things on 
television or in movies.  They are an inexact science but not complete quackery.  They 
measure physiological changes that happen when a person is not telling the truth.  Your 
hands sweat, your heart rate changes, your eyes shift when you’re being dishonest. 
 What is that?  Why does that generally work?  A polygraph is a way to tap into a 
person’s conscience – that part of your soul that has some notion of right and wrong and 
feels guilty.  A lie detector test is a conscience reader. 
 For some people their consciences are more refined or more acute than others; for 
some the conscience has been seared and confused; but whatever shape it’s in, we all 
have a conscience.  And we all have experienced a guilty conscience.  That’s not even 
controversial.  This has been a huge part of the field of psychology since its founding.  
We have guilt feelings.  No one really denies that. 

There’s obvious guilt, like the convicted criminal who commits suicide in his cell, 
you know you’ve done something wrong and your conscience is troubled.  There’s also 
subtle guilt that just comes from this lingering feeling that you’re not what you’re 
supposed to be.  Subtle guilt is reflected when we have a hard time looking people square 
in the eyes, the fact that we are self-conscious about our breath/our weight/our looks, we 
obsess over our appearance, we minimize window on our computer when our boss walks 
by.  We all have a feeling that there’s something wrong with us.  All of this is not really 
controversial; it’s why we spend millions on therapy and buy self-help books. 
 What is controversial is whether those guilt feelings are based on any kind of 
actual guilt.  Most people will say no.  Most psychology is based on this – guilt is merely 
a psychological phenomenon.  That guilt feelings are there is undeniable; that ever might 
be legitimate is usually disallowed.  And thus we are taught to deal with the unavoidable 
feelings of guilt by all kinds of means.  We tell ourselves we’re really good.  We tell 
ourselves we must determine for ourselves what is right and wrong, not someone else.  
We think positive thoughts and adopt a self-affirming mantra.  And we ultimately try to 
get rid of our guilt feelings by asserting that God is not there, therefore there’s no way 
these feelings of inadequacy could be anything at all, they must be dismissed. 
 But listen, none of these methods for dealing with guilt feelings every really 
work.  By denying actual guilt before a real God, we have no hope of adequately dealing 
with guilt.  Let’s say our guilt is in fact unfounded.  How would we know?  This Friday I 
was supposed to be watching the kids (I feel kind of guilty about this) but I was upstairs 
and they were watching PBS Kids (so I don’t feel that guilty).  Can we have candy?  NO.  
How about a banana?  DEFINITELY!  A couple minutes later Mary comes upstairs 
burying her head in her sleeve: Dad, what does ‘definitely’ mean?  It took me awhile to 
figure it out but her conscience was tormented because she thought maybe I had said no 
to the banana.  I cleared things up and everything was fine.  I could tell her definitively 
what was prohibited and what was allowed.  You see: only when you acknowledge an 
objective God with an objective morality can you escape the trap of false guilt.  Telling 
yourself on your own authority that this is not wrong is not as comforting as God telling 
you on his authority what is right and what is wrong. 
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And then when it comes to actual guilt, when you’ve actually done something 
wrong, it’s only when you have an objective, atonement definitive dealing with your sin 
by something outside of you can you really get out from the smothering burden of guilt.  
Wishing it away, setting your own penance or improvement plan, forgiving yourself… it 
just doesn’t work.  That’s what today’s passage is about.  In short, what we’re going to 
see together today from Hebrews 9 is just this: only Christ can cleanse your conscience. 
 
Let’s pray… 

 
Old Order 

 Last week we covered ch. 8 which was about the superiority of the New Covenant 
over the Old Covenant.  The New Covenant is that which Jesus brought, the Old 
Covenant was the one God had set up through Moses to point ahead to the New 
Covenant.  Once the new is here the old is obsolete.  And the New Covenant is the 
superior covenant to live in for as we saw at the end of ch. 8 it effectively deals with sin 
removal.  We’re going to go deeper into that today. 
 In the first 10 verses of chapter 9 we’re given a refresher on two of the key 
components of life in the Old Covenant, or old order.  9:1 says, “Now the first covenant 
had [A] regulations for worship and also [B] an earthly sanctuary.”  We now cover those 
in reverse order: vv. 2-5 give us a virtual tour of the “earthly sanctuary;” vv. 6-7 lay out 
some of the “regulations for worship” there. 
 So vv. 2-5 – the “earthly sanctuary.”  This quick tour is helpful to take because 
not everybody was with us when we went through Exodus and Leviticus where the 
Tabernacle regulations were spelled out.  And even if you were it can’t hurt to be 
reminded of what is being talked about when we talk about the Tabernacle.  This is a 
good summary – “A tabernacle was set up [in the last part of the book of Exodus after the 
Israelites had been redeemed from slavery in Egypt and led through the Red Sea and 
given the Law, the terms of the covenant, at Sinai.  The central structure had two parts to 
it.]  In the first room were the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread; this was 
called the Holy Place.  Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 
which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant.  This ark 
contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of 
the covenant.  Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the 
atonement cover” (vv. 2-5a). 
 This is a brief, condensed version of many chapters in Exodus and some 
subsequent history giving us a picture in our minds of what the Tabernacle was.  God set 
this up with clear intentionality.  So there was an entry-room with a thick curtain on the 
far end that you had to pass through to get to another room, the inner room, the Holy of 
Holies representing God’s throne room.  Hopefully you can picture it in your mind.  
There’s much more that could be elaborated on, “but,” as the author says, “we cannot 
discuss these things in detail now” (v. 5b).  He has a larger point he wants to get on to. 
 Verses 6-7 now describe the “regulations for worship.”  Again, it’s a basic 
overview but we’re told – “When everything had been arranged like this, the priests 
entered regularly into the outer room [the Holy Place] to carry on their ministry” (v. 6).  
Stuff like: keeping the lamps burning and fresh bread on the table.  “But only the high 
priest entered the inner room [the Most Holy Place], and that only once a year, and never 
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without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in 
ignorance” (v. 7).  This is describing in brief the annual Day of Atonement ritual.  So a 
high priest, once a year, with blood.  This is what happened in the inner room of the 
Tabernacle. 
 Now vv. 8-10 gives us an assessment of the Old Covenant’s earthly sanctuary and 
the regulations for worship that occurred there.  The assessment is that it didn’t work.  
The Holy Spirit used it to set things up, to give us certain categories, to ultimately show 
us that God is holy and access to him requires atonement.  But the earthly tabernacle 
didn’t provide the way to God’s presence.  It was an illustration.  And look at v. 9 – it 
was ultimately “not able to clear the conscience of the worshipper.”  Under this covenant 
there was no definitive sin removal.  God remained cordoned off from the people.  Sin 
remained a reality; that’s why the Day of Atonement sacrifice had to be repeated year 
after year.  It didn’t work.  “The gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear 
the conscience of the worshipper.” 

Here’s another way people often try to deal with their guilt feelings – religious 
rituals.  I saw a creepy man on 18th Street this week clearly and crassly ogling women 
that passed by.  Then he stopped and tried to hit on a woman at the bus stop who 
confidently brushed him off.  Then he passed in front of St. Procopius and as he did… he 
crossed himself!  It was interesting.  We have all kinds of religious rituals that we 
incorporate into our lives to try to clear our consciences.  It could be that we can turn this 
church into such a thing.  Maybe the struggling Christians that Hebrews was originally 
addressed to were toying with going back to Judaism and the temple system because they 
thought it provided a more tangible way to deal with their sins.  It had majesty and was so 
regimented.  It was ancient and seemingly so simple and doable. 

But mere religion, whatever religion, doesn’t work to clean the conscience of 
somebody.  Even the OT religion that the Holy Spirit set up, was inadequate.  It was 
merely external and temporal – “only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial 
washings – external regulations applying until the time of the new order” (v. 10). 

 
New Order 

 But the time of the “new order” is here.  The superior covenant has come with a 
superior high priest offering a superior sacrifice in the superior Tabernacle.  Starting at v. 
11 we are told about the new order – “When Christ came as high priest of the good things 
that are already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not 
man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.”  This comparison has already been 
made in Hebrews.  It’s speaking of the heavenly reality that the earthly Tabernacle was 
but a copy and shadow of (cf. 8:5). 

Jesus didn’t come as a Levitical priest to offer in the earthly sanctuary those same 
sacrifices.  Verse 12 – “He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but 
he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal 
redemption.”  This is different.  His own blood.  And there are those three words again – 
once for all.  Not over and over again.  But a decisive sacrifice that obtains eternal 
redemption. 

And it’s not merely external, ritual cleansing.  “The blood of goats and bulls and 
the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so 
that they are outwardly clean.  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who 
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through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished [he wasn’t a sinner sacrificing for 
himself, he was the perfect spotless sacrifice for us] to God, cleanse our consciences from 
acts that lead to death” (vv. 13-14a).  There it is!  Maybe the heart of the whole book of 
Hebrews!  The final assessment of the old order was that it was unable to clear the 
conscience.  The new order that is already here, because of Christ’s perfect priesthood in 
the greater and more perfect tabernacle offering up the perfect sacrifice he  IS   ABLE   
TO   CLEANSE   OUR  CONSCIENCES. 

“For this reason Christ is mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance – now that he has died as a ransom to set 
them free from the sins committed under the first covenant” (v. 15).   This is what 
humanity has always been waiting for, what we all need deep down – a ransom to set us 
free from our sins.  We’re in slavery to them and the guilt they bring.  We can’t get 
ourselves out, we can’t pay the price, Jesus’ blood can. 

Starting in v. 16 there’s an illustration – a last will and testament requires a death 
to be put into effect.  So it is with covenants.  The Old Covenant was instituted with 
death, signified by blood.  There was blood everywhere.  So too does the New Covenant 
require blood.  “In fact,” v. 22, “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” 
(v. 22).  There must be payment for sin.  It can’t just vanish.  Only Jesus’ blood is 
sufficient to cover our sins. 

He is the “better sacrifice” (v. 23).  Verse 24 – “Christ did not enter a man-made 
sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for 
us in God’s presence” – our one defense, our righteousness.  And he did not “enter 
heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy 
Place every year with blood that is not his own.  The Christ would have had to suffer 
many times since the creation of the world.  But now,” get this, “he has appeared once for 
all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself” (v. 26).  Not 
again and again.  Once for all!  “He appeared once for all,” comments Calvin, “because if 
he had come a second or third time there would have been a defect in the first sacrifice 
which would deny this fulness.”1  His was the perfect sacrifice.  Definitive, objective, 
decisive.  To do away with sin! 

 
So What? 
 Okay so we’ve looked at the regulations for worship in the earthly sanctuary of 
the old order in vv. 1-10.  Then we saw the superiority of the new order that Christ 
brought starting in v. 11 – a once for all sacrifice providing final and full forgiveness of 
sins.  Okay: so what?  Three things to bring this home. 
 
(1) First, the main point: we can have a clear conscience.  Verse 9 says the old order 
was not able to clear the conscience.  Verse 14 says that Christ’s objective sacrifice can 
cleanse our consciences from ‘acts that lead to death’.  Some translations have ‘dead 
works’.  That’s the more literal translation.  It could mean either sins that only bring you 
death or it could also mean good works done to try to get rid of guilt.  Either way, the 
point is that the only way to remove the actual guilt that produces the guilt feelings is to 
trust wholly and only in the work of Christ.  Nothing else will do it. 
 The movie The Mission was nominated for the Best Picture at the 1987 Oscars.  
The soundtrack has perhaps one of the most beautiful pieces of music ever written 
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(‘Gabriel’s Oboe,’ check it out if you haven’t heard it).  The movie also has what is in my 
mind one of the most horrific scenes in all of movies.  And it’s not the scene at the end 
when everyone at the mission gets masacred.  It’s a scene that most people think is 
touching and inspiring.  Here’s what I’m referring to.   

Rodrigo Mendoza (played by Robert DeNiro) is a hardened mercenary who has 
captured natives and sold them into slavery.  When he finds his younger brother, Felipe, 
in bed with his fiancé he ends up killing Felipe with a knife.  He then spirals into a guilt-
racked depression.  Then he meets with Father Gabriel – a Jesuit missionary and priest – 
and Gabriel asks him, “So is that it?  Is this how you mean to go on?”  “There is nothing 
else.”  “There is life.”  “There is no life.”  “There is a way out, Mendoza.”  “For me, there 
is no redemption.”  “God gave us the burden of freedom.  You chose your crime.  Do you 
have the courage to choose your penance?  Do you dare do that?”  “There is no penance 
hard enough for me.”  “But do you dare try it?”  Then there is this long and painful scene 
in which Mendoza is carrying a weight up the falls to the very tribe that he was 
kindnapping from. 

Finally, after an arduous journey to the top of the mountain, his burden is cut off 
and falls down the waterfall.  It’s supposed to be stirring, but I say it is grotesque because 
nowhere is Jesus Christ mentioned, his blood, his sacrifice, his finished work on the 
cross.  NOWHERE!!  It is man ascending the mountain, atoning for his own sins.  It 
seems so right and good to us, but it is the essence of our warped disease.  And it doesn’t 
work.  We cannot do enough penance.  We cannot atone for our sin, turn our life around 
enough to cover our guilt and thus clear our consciences.  We can make movies that teach 
us otherwise but it won’t work.  The only thing that can make up for the sins we’ve done 
and pull us out of the futility of working for our own salvation is laying hold of the once 
for all, objective sacrifice of Christ. 

We have guilt feelings.  Why do we work so hard to prove ourselves?  Why do we 
feel bad when we don’t?  Why do we exhaust ourselves trying to meet others’ 
expectations?  Why do we have such a hard time committing to relationships and opening 
ourselves up?  We have guilt feelings, both obvious and subtle.  We must admit that this 
phenomenon stems from the fact that we don’t just have guilt feelings, we have actual 
guilt.  C.S. Lewis wrote in Mere Christianity: 
 

Christianity tells people to repent and promises them forgiveness.  It 
therefore has nothing (as far as I know) to say to people who do not know 
they have done anything to repent of and who do not feel they need any 
forgiveness.  It is after you have realized that there is a real Moral Law, 
and a Power behind the law, and that you have broken the law and put 
yourself wrong with that Power – it is after all this, and not a moment 
sooner, that Christianity begins to talk.2 

 
And talk it does.  Actually, it sings!  When we admit we are sinners and stop all the 
spinning and deflecting and rationalizing and suppressing then we can finally get full 
pardon and freedom from the guilty conscience.  Christ’s death did away with our sin! 

We will still sin and our consciences (with the fine tuning of the Holy Spirit) will 
let us know, but only so that we can quickly repent and put it under the blood and be done 
with it.  Seriously.  It is that easy.  Christians don’t have to live in torment, groveling, 
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doing penance, beating ourselves up, moping.  Christ (and only Christ) can cleanse 

your conscience.  Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power? 
 
(2) The second So What? is found in the last part of v. 14.  We can serve the living 
God!  “How much more… will the blood of Christ… cleanse our consciences from acts 
that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”  This is the point!  This is what 
we were made for.  The real purpose of our lives is to serve God, to live for him, to make 
him known.  We were made to trust his heart and do his will. 
 And we can only do this once our sins have been dealt with.  As long as our 
consciences are defile and plaguing us we will be suspicious of God, fearful and 
resentful, keeping our distance.  And we will be entirely self-focused.  Everything we do 
– either obviously or subtly – will be for ourselves, to assuage our consciences.  I’ve seen 
advertisements for volunteer opportunities and good causes that even explicitly appeal to 
this.  Donate to feel good about yourself.  We do good because we feel guilty, and then 
it’s really still self-serving.  A real life of love and significance and purpose for the glory 
of God and the good of man is only possible once the conscience has been cleared by the 
good work of Christ on our behalf. 
 Martin Luther is the classic example.  Here was a man whose conscience was 
hyper-active.  He was tormented.  He grew up in a religious atmosphere and he knew he 
was supposed to worship God, he tried so hard to do enough to quiet his guilt and earn 
God’s favor but he said, “I was myself more than once driven to the very abyss of despair 
so that I wished I had never been created.  Love God?  I hated him!”  But by God’s grace 
the message of the objective work of Christ on his behalf reached his heart and Luther 
said, “I felt myself to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise.”  
Now he had a powerful antidote to his guilt. 
 Mike Wittmer explains what happened next, “Luther said that before [this 
rebirth], he spent all of his resources trying to save his own soul.  But now that he 
realized his soul was safe in Christ, he had a lot of time on his hands.  No longer worried 
about securing his own salvation, he could use his time and money to serve others.”3  
We’ve been ransomed, redeemed, reconciled from our guilt and the tyranny of a dirty 
conscience so that we can now finally do what we were made for, the thing that brings us 
the most joy and delight, living for God! 

“The purging of the conscience from dead works by the blood of Christ,” writes 
Phillip Hughes, “is not an end in itself.  It is rather the beginning which opens the way for 
the realization of the end or purpose of our redemption.  And that end is described here as 
to serve the living God.”4  It’s the same thing we see in Ephesians 2:8-10: 
 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.  
For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
We have good works to do.  Not because we have to, but because we get to.  There is no 
greater joy than to be forgiven of all your sin and placed in the service of the King of 
kings.  We don’t have to worry – am I doing enough? have I done enough? did I do that 
with impure motives?  That is paralyzing.  No you haven’t done enough.  Yes, you had 
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impure motives.  Put it under the blood of Christ, praise him, and get on with living for 
the glory of his name.  It’s all about him.  Christians, having been forgiven so freely, so 
fully, now want all of their successes and failures, their whole lives to serve the making 
of their Savior famous.  This is what it means to live.  And this is opened up for us by the 
once for all sacrifice of Christ that cleanses our consciences. 
 
(3) And the third So What? is found at the end of this chapter – We can face the final 
judgment with confident expectation.  Verses 27-28 – “Just as man is destined to die 
once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins 
of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation 
to those who are waiting for him.”  This is the shadow we all live within – our own death 
and subsequent judgment before God.  No one can escape it by wishing it away.  And 
because of our guilty conscience we are all deathly afraid of death. 
 And it’s going to happen.  Have you ever felt the feeling of something seeming so 
far away and then suddenly it’s here?  I remember getting my class ring as a freshman in 
high school and seeing the number `97 on it and thinking, “1997 will never come; that 
seems so far off.”  Well, it came.  That will be your life, even if you live to be 100.  And 
a deranged person could walk into your school or job tomorrow and shoot you.  You are 
going to die.  And after that face judgment. 
 Jesus came once to bear sin.  He’s coming again to judge the living and the dead.  
The only way that you can stand the second coming of Christ is if you’re are standing by 
faith on the first coming of Christ – that he died once for all to pay for your sin.  If you 
aren’t, there is “only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that  will 
consume the enemies of God” (10:27).  If you are in Christ, you are no longer an enemy.  
You have been reconciled.  And when he appears the second time he will be coming “to 
bring salvation to those who are waiting for him” (v. 28). 

Are you waiting for him with confident expectation?  Or are you trying to grab as 
much pleasure in this life as you can before he comes, hoping that is still a long way off?  
If the fear of death can be removed, then we can really begin living… for God and others.  
And God tells us in Hebrews that it can. 
 
The Lord’s Table 

Only Christ can cleanse our consciences so that we can serve God in this life 
and have confident expectation for the life to come! 

Let us celebrate that now by eating at the Lord’s Table.  This is one of the signs of 
the New Covenant that Christ gave us to remind us of our complete forgiveness.  His 
body was broken and blood spilled for the forgiveness of our sins.  We remember that by 
eating this today. 

If anyone during this time wants prayer, if you’re really struggling to feel free 
from your guilt, I or Abby will be available to pray with you… 
 
Benediction 
“Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  Blessed is the 
man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit” 
(Ps. 32:1-2). 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 
Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, December 15, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 
and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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