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Text 
The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of 

the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the 

Lord, not by man. 3 Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary 

for this one also to have something to offer. 4 If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are 

already men who offer the gifts prescribed by the law. 5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and 

shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: 

"See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain." 6 But the 

ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to 

the old one, and it is founded on better promises. 7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first 

covenant, no place would have been sought for another. 8 But God found fault with the people and said: 

"The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with 

the house of Judah. 9 It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the 

hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away 

from them, declares the Lord. 10 This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, 

declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and 

they will be my people. 11 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know 

the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 12 For I will forgive their 

wickedness and will remember their sins no more." 13 By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first 

one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear. 

 

Introduction 
 So in our Sunday morning gatherings for worship we have been preaching 

sermons from the book of the Bible called ‘Hebrews’.  And interestingly, Hebrews is 

actually an example itself of a first century Christian sermon. 

What is a sermon?  It is an explanation and application of biblical content to a 

particular church.  Maybe there are better definitions out there, but that’s a fairly good 

one – an explanation and application of biblical content to a particular church.  It’s 

critical that the Bible is the material – not the preacher’s thoughts, opinions, clever 

wisdom, personality, experiences, what have you – because the Bible is the Word of God, 

it is God’s revelation, God’s voice, his self-disclosure, it and it alone is inerrant divine 

truth and communication.  What Scripture says, God says.  Therefore, the Bible is 

powerful, living and active. 

Hebrews, as a sermon itself, is explaining and applying passages of Scripture to 

the struggling Christians in a particular church in the first century.  Since the end of ch. 4 

this sermon has been about Jesus as the great high priest and it’s been primarily an 

explanation and application of Psalm 110:4, which says, “The LORD has sworn and will 
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not change his mind: ‘You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.’”  Who the 

heck is Melchizedek?  We looked at that last week.  He was a mysterious OT figure who 

provided a great proto-type of what Jesus would prove to be.  Jesus is a priest forever in 

the way of Melchizedek. 

Sermons have detailed arguments.  Sermons have digressions.  Hebrews has these 

too.  And sermons also have statements that bring us back to the main point and remind 

us of the big picture.  This is how you don’t totally lose people.  Look at 8:1, the first 

verse of our section for today – “The point of what we are saying is this…”  If you’re 

preaching a sermon you’ve got to have a clear point, and you’ve got to circle back to it 

over and over again.  So my point here is that Hebrews is a sermon. 

And the point of Hebrews in this section is just this: “We do have such a high 

priest!”  We need a high priest before God – everyone needs an advocate, especially 

when we’re dealing with someone of the magnitude of God.  And we have one in Jesus – 

perfectly qualified, perfectly suited, perfect in every way.  Jesus is the perfect priest who 

fully and completely meets our need.  He’s real.  He’s perfect, forever, and he’s ours, if 

you’re a Christian.  We have such a high priest! 

And Jesus’ perfection implies an element of imperfection in every other priest, 

particularly the priests of the OT era.  They didn’t fully meet our need.  We looked at this 

last week in ch. 7 and it’s the point rehashed in the first five verses of ch. 8.  Jesus’ 

priesthood supersedes the OT, Levitical priesthood. 

“The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat 

down…” (v. 1a-c).  The Levitical priests never sat down (cf. 10:11), because their work 

was never done.  Jesus offered the perfect, ‘once-for-all’ sacrifice for sin and sat down. 

Where?  “At the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven” (v. 1d).  Of no 

other person or priest in the OT could that ever be said – that he sits at God’s right hand.  

Jesus is a divine priest. 

In fact, the text points out, heaven is the true tabernacle.  “We do have such a high 

priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, and who 

serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man” (vv. 1b-2).  

Jesus, as a priest, has a gift and a sacrifice to offer – his own blood.  But he didn’t go into 

an earthly Tabernacle set up by man to offer it.  He went right into the heavenly presence 

of God. 

This is what vv. 4 and 5 are talking about.  There was an OT Levitical priesthood 

prescribed by the Law that served in a Tabernacle set up on earth.  Jesus isn’t a priest in 

that system.  And he serves in a different Tabernacle, the true Tabernacle.  When Moses, 

in the OT, received the Law he also received instructions for building the earthly 

Tabernacle.  It was to be constructed “according to the pattern shown [to him] on the 

mountain” (Ex. 25:40).  So the earthly Tabernacle of the OT and its successor, the 

Temple in Jerusalem, were both mere copies of what is in heaven.  They were simply set 

up to point to heavenly realities that Jesus in his life, death, resurrection, and ascension 

have fulfilled. 

Ancient Israel’s priestly system with its Tabernacle was a shadow.  It was a crisp, 

clear, shadow; but a shadow nonetheless.  Jesus is the substance, the reality. 

And Jesus is, by the way, the reality that stands behind all of the faint pictures 

found in every culture, including ours today, of a redeemer.  Jesus is the substance we’re 

groping for with all of our grace laden stories and redemption motifs in movies.  I haven’t 



3 

seen Disney’s Frozen yet (pastor Phil has) but listen to this section of a review of it I 

read: 

 

The film’s world had been plunged into the deepest darkness of winter, 

families were torn apart, evil was sneering and shameless, everything was 

falling apart and when the young woman dies, it looks like all is lost.  

Then something amazing happens: We realize that her death was the 

antidote for all that was wrong.  She returns to life.  And spring returns.  

And relationships are healed.  And evil is exposed and brought to justice.  

And joy returns.  In our theater, the audience erupted into cheers.
1
 

 

They’re really cheering for Jesus.  That story is a fuzzy, faint shadow, cast by 

something that is real.  Jesus is the reality.  He is not just another wishful story.  His is the 

true story.  He is real.  He really did come at Christmas.  He died on a splintery Roman 

cross under a historically known political ruler named Pontius Pilate.  He literally came 

out of the stone tomb on Easter, as attested by hundreds of eyewitnesses.  He is right now 

reigning over history, building his church, until he comes again to bring the final 

judgment and usher in paradise. 

That’s the first five verses of ch. 8.  Jesus is the high priest we long for, that the 

OT Levitical priests were but storyboard sketches of.  I want to spend the bulk of our 

time together exploring the last eight verses of ch. 8.  In them we will get to see even 

more of the glories of Jesus – what it is that he really accomplished and brings to us.  

Here we see that there’s not just a new priesthood, but a there’s a new covenant too.  In 

short, what we’re going to see today is just this: Jesus offers the superior covenant to 

live in. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Overview of Covenants 

 This idea of a superior covenant was just briefly mentioned last week in 7:22 – 

“Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.”  This is another effective sermon 

technique – you introduce concepts gradually.  We have the concept of covenant tactfully 

planted in our minds, then we get to v. 6 in ch. 8 – “The ministry Jesus has received is as 

superior to [the Levitical priests] as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to 

the old one.”  The focus now switches from the concept of priest to the concept of 

covenant. 

 What is a covenant?  Simply speaking, a covenant is the terms of a relationship.  

It doesn’t have to be against intimacy, in fact, the most intimate of human relationships – 

a marriage – is a relationship clearly defined by a covenant (“I Nathan take you Andrea to 

be my wedded Wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for 

richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part…).  

The covenant defines and protects the relationship and allows it to flourish. 

Throughout the Bible, God relates to people through covenants, set arrangements.  

Different covenants can have different structures and components.  Some covenants in 

the Bible look an awful lot like what we also find in ancient king-vassal treaties.  Some 

covenants don’t.  You have to take each one separately on its own terms.  But what they 
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all have at their core is a divine promise, pledge, oath, or bond.  God promises.  Also God 

initiates – you can’t have a relationship with God unless he initiates.  He makes the 

covenants; we see that in today’s text – “I will make a new covenant…”  And he sets the 

terms; it’s not a contract negotiation or a deal that’s struck.  God makes gracious 

promises of his own initiative and of his own design.  Sometimes there are conditions 

given to the human side of the covenant, but sometimes not.  So in a covenant God sets 

up the way in which “I will be their God, and they will be my people” (v. 10; cf. Lev. 

26:12; Jer. 7:23; 2Cor. 6:16; Rev. 21:3). 

 As we scan through the Bible, the first covenant in biblical history is the Adamic 

Covenant – the covenant entered into with Adam as head of the human race.  In this one, 

Adam had obligations which he tragically failed to meet, plunging all of us that he 

represented into a state of sin and misery. 

From then on we start to see promises from God of redemption, a whole series of 

what Ephesians 2:12 calls ‘covenants of promise’. 

There’s the Noahic Covenant – God’s covenant with Noah and his descendants to 

sustain the created order so human life could flourish. 

Then there’s the Abrahamic Covenant – God’s covenant with Abraham to make a 

people from him from which a Seed would one day come that would bless all the nations 

of the earth. 

Then there’s the Mosaic Covenant – a covenant made through Moses with 

Abraham’s descendants for their life as a nation in the land of Canaan. 

Another major covenant we see in the OT is the Davidic Covenant – a covenant 

made with King David to give him a descendant that would sit on his throne forever. 

 In one way or another all these ‘covenants of promise’ pointed forward to, moved 

us along towards, and set up the Messiah, the Son of David, the True Israel, the Seed of 

Abraham, the Second Adam that would ultimately provide the salvation our human race 

so desperately needed. 

 

The New Covenant 

 Now the covenant that loomed largest throughout the OT was the covenant that 

Moses mediated.  The Mosaic Covenant was what most people in the OT were most 

acutely aware of in their daily lives and lived within.  The Mosaic Covenant is the 

covenant in mind here in Hebrews 8 when it talks about a ‘first’ or an ‘old’ covenant.  

And this covenant wasn’t working out too well for the people involved.  It resulted in 

judgment after judgment and eventually exile.  Something was, in a sense, wrong with it.  

We read in v. 7 – “If there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place 

would have been sought for another.” 

 You see, since the Mosaic Covenant was proving to be impossible to keep on the 

part of the people, towards the end of the OT there was prophesy of a coming ‘New 

Covenant’; not just a revived or renewed covenant, but a brand new one.  That prophecy 

is found in Jeremiah 31:31-34.  And it’s those very verses that are quoted here in 

Hebrews 8:8-12.  It’s actually the longest OT quotation in all of the NT. 

We’re going to look more closely at what it entails in just a minute, but first I just 

want to make clear that the NT tells us the New Covenant prophesied in the OT is here 

now.  It was instituted with Jesus.  At the Last Supper, the night before Jesus’ death, 

when he was instituting the practice that would be used to commemorate his death, Jesus 
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took the wine and said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out 

for you” (Lk. 22:20; cf. 1Cor. 11:25).  In other words, the cup represents Christ’s blood 

which inaugurates the New Covenant.  In 2 Corinthians 3:6 the Apostle Paul says, “He 

has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant – not of the letter but of the Spirit; 

for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”  Paul was a minister of the New Covenant.  

And then there’s this passage in Hebrews 8 where Jeremiah 31:31-34 is quoted in full and 

applied to the current situation. 

The point of what I am saying is this: God works in history with people through 

covenants.  In the OT he foretold a coming time when a New Covenant would be made.  

And with the birth, life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ that 

New Covenant era has begun. 

 

New and Better 

 Now, so what?  Let’s look in more detail at what this New Covenant is all about.  

Here’s a statement that I want to methodically unpack: the New Covenant is new and 

better because it’s unbreakable, internal, experiential, and ultimately deals with sin 

removal. 

 The New Covenant is new and better.  It called new because it is.  It’s something 

different.  It’s not just an upgrade or a 2.0.  It’s completely new.  I replaces the old.  Skip 

ahead to v. 13 very quickly.  “By calling this covenant ‘new,’ he has made the first one 

obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear [probably a statement that 

reflects the fact that the Jerusalem temple was still standing at this point, but it was 

destroyed in A.D. 70].”  The point is: it’s new and it consigns the old covenant “to an 

honorable retirement,” as one person has put it.
2
 

 And new is often better, and that is the case here.  Verse 6 – “It is founded on 

better promises.”  There was something inadequate about the Old Covenant the made 

necessary a New Covenant that would be better.  Jesus offers the superior covenant to 

live in. 

 “The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant I made 

with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt” (v. 8b-

9a).  This covenant is new and better.  It is not like the previous covenant.  The great 

Puritan scholar John Owen listed out 17 ways the New Covenant was different and 

distinct and said he could have mentioned more.  Let me just highlight four clear ways 

from this text that the New Covenant is new and better. 

 

Unbreakable 

 The New Covenant is new and better because it’s unbreakable. Verse 9 says it 

will not be like the covenant made with those who came out of Egypt “because they did 

not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord.”  

The Mosaic Covenant was breakable.  God did not break it.  The people did.  They did 

not keep the requirements and therefore God executed the covenant curses on them.  It 

was a breakable covenant. 

 The New Covenant by contrast is unbreakable.  As commentator P.T. O’Brien 

puts it, “Unlike the old covenant, the new covenant cannot be broken.”
3
  In the New 
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Covenant there are no covenant stipulations for us.  There is nothing we must do to keep 

it, therefore there is nothing we can to do break it!  

 If you’re in, you’re in!  You can’t be in the New Covenant, sealed with Christ’s 

blood and then be put out.  There are no covenant breakers because there are no 

conditions, no blessings and curses for obedience or disobedience.  Just blessings – 

undeserved, unmerited, unlosable.  “The law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ” (Jn. 1:17).  Grace brings you into the New Covenant and 

grace sustains you in the covenant.  It’s all of grace!  Unlike the Old Covenant, the New 

Covenant is not breakable. 

That is much better, isn’t it?  Doesn’t it sound great to live in a covenant 

relationship with God where you can’t screw it up?  You don’t have to worry about 

keeping up your end of the relationship.  God has done everything and pledged himself to 

you.  It’s so nice in human relationships to have those friendships that you don’t have to 

feel like you’re walking on eggshells around the person.  You can just be together.  Well 

only God truly offers that kind of relationship that our hearts desire. 

 

Internal 

The New Covenant is new and better because it’s (1) unbreakable, and (2) it’s 

internal.  Verse 10 – “I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.”  

Much of the Old Covenant system was filled with external rituals and rules.  In the New 

Covenant God internalizes many things.  “True worshipers [now] worship the Father in 

spirit and truth” (Jn. 4:23) through Jesus, not in an earthly Tabernacle with priests and 

sacrifices. 

Every (male) member of the Old Covenant was circumcised externally, in the 

flesh; but not every member of the Old Covenant was circumcised internally, of the heart, 

that is regenerate, born again, having the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit’s work and 

ministry was scattered and vague under the Old Covenant.  In the New Covenant, the 

Holy Spirit is given freely and openly to every member.  Every member of the New 

Covenant is circumcised of heart; that is, the Holy Spirit has caused them to be born 

again, given them a heart of flesh instead of a heart of stone (i.e. Ezek. 11:19-20), and 

come to dwell permanently within them, to empower and comfort and guide and enliven.  

You can’t just be an outward member of the New Covenant.  To be part of the New 

Covenant is to be irrevocably and inwardly changed. 

And in the Old Covenant the law was written on tablets of stone.  It was an 

external standard that stood against the people.  There was no promised power to keep it.  

In the New Covenant, however, it says that the law is written on people’s hearts.  That 

means there’s an understanding, a desire, and a power to obey God.  That’s part of the 

New Covenant.  The new heart that’s given to us is a heart that loves God and loves 

others.  The fact that the New Covenant is unbreakable doesn’t mean that we can and will 

just sin with impunity.  No.  The moral law of God is implanted deep within us and 

becomes our desire.  We may still struggle and fail, but we will always feel remorse and 

repent. 

This is extremely freeing to me as a pastor.  This is what it means – I don’t have 

to cajole and control people to do what’s right.  That’s not we are about here – forcing 

people to conform to some external rule.  No.  I just explain and apply God’s word and 

all those who are truly part of the New Covenant community will listen and agree and 
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obey.  It really is that simple.  I don’t have to twist your arms to love one another.  1 

Thessalonians 4:9 – “Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you 

yourselves have been taught by God to love each other.”  It’s written on the heart by the 

finger of God.  If you’re the Lord’s, bought with his blood, given the Holy Spirit as a 

seal, part of the New Covenant, you have the law written on your heart.  You know 

what’s right and you want to do it.  If you don’t, then you’re not a Christian. 

The church is supposed to reflect the New Covenant people of God.  Members are 

admitted based upon evidence that these New Covenant realities are at work in their 

lives.  They understand what Jesus has done, they make a credible profession of faith in 

him, and they exhibit a love for him and a new life in him.  But if it turns out that they 

have no desire to obey God’s will, then we don’t have to pressure them.  I don’t have to 

convince you that sleeping around is wrong or bearing a grudge or oppressing your 

workers.  You know it and you confess it when you do it and turn from it.  If not, then we 

just remove you from the membership in the church. 

There’s no room for nominalism.  The New Covenant is an internal reality.  It is 

as Henry Scougal wrote in his classic book The Life of God in the Soul of Man in the 17
th

 

century 

 

an inward, free, and self-moving principle: and those who have made 

progress in it, are not actuated only by external motives, driven merely by 

threatenings, nor bribed by promises, nor constrained by laws; but are 

powerfully inclined to that which is good, and delight in the performance 

of it.
4
 

 

Experiential 

 Next, and related to this, the New Covenant is new and better because it is 

experiential.  Knowledge of God is personal and vital.  Verse 11 – “No longer will a man 

teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest.”  To be in the New Covenant is to know 

God.  Not just know him, but know him, you know?  And if you’re in the New Covenant 

you do.  Last week I said that everyone has a personal relationship with God, you’re 

either operating in the Adamic Covenant or the New Covenant.  In Adam we know God 

is there, but we resent him, we’re afraid of him, we’re at odds with him.  In the New 

Covenant God is our Father, Jesus is our Savior, the Spirit is our Comforter; we’re 

wrapped up intimately in the Godhead. 

 In the Old Covenant we read things like Deuteronomy 29:4 – “To this day the 

LORD has not given you a mind that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear.”  But 

in the New Covenant he does.  He promised in Jeremiah 24:7 – “I will give them a heart 

to know me, that I am the LORD.  They will be my people, and I will be their God, for 

they will return to me with all their heart.”  Then in the NT we read Jesus saying, “All 

things have been committed to me by my Father.  No one knows the Son except the 

Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 

to reveal him” (Mt. 11:27).  “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (Jn. 17:3).  To be in the New Covenant 

is to know God experientally. 
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 God himself speaks to you.  You don’t just hear about him or take other people’s 

words for it.  You know him.  In John 6:45 Jesus says, “It is written in the Prophets: 

‘They will all be taught by God.’  Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him 

comes to me.”  To be in the New Covenant you have to personally hear God’s voice and 

respond.  John 10:14 – “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 

me.”  You have a good relationship with God where he is talking to you regularly.  It’s 

not a mystery to you, it’s a reality. 

 1 John 2:27 – “As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, 

and you do not need anyone to teach you.”  So what I’m doing here is just giving a 

chance for you to have confirmation that you know God.  Have you been taught by God?  

You’re not just parroting what you’ve heard other people say.  “The Spirit himself 

testifies with [y]our spirit that [you] are God’s [child]” (Rom. 8:16).  Experientially you 

know God.  You could always know him better, but you know him.  That’s what it means 

to be in the New Covenant. 

 Let me ask this: Does God speak to you personally?  Not clairvoyantly.  Not 

weird, new revelations, but sweet feasting on his given revelation.  Not insight into other 

people’s hearts, but piercing clarity about the desperateness of your own heart?  Do you 

have a running conversation going on with God?  Does he convict you of your sin? 

 

Sin Removal 

This is the greatness of the New Covenant.  It is truly the superior covenant to 

live in.  It is new and better because it is unbreakable, internal, experiential, and finally 

the greatest thing about it, the blessing that makes all the other blessings possible, is that 

it deals with sin removal.  The New Covenant is based upon the complete, utter, total, 

irreversible, eternal, unconditional FORGIVENESS OF SINS! 

Look at v. 12 – “For [because; the ground of all that’s been said is this:] I will 

forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  The ‘for’ at the 

beginning is not to be missed.  It signals that this is the reality that undergirds all the 

others.  You can’t have experiential knowledge of God if there is sin between you and 

him.  God is against us in our sin.  The only way for us to know God with intimacy and 

joy and delight is if our sins are taken completely out of the way.  And the internal 

change begins with sin being dealt with.  As one person has noted, “The Lord wipes his 

people clean from their sin and then writes his laws upon their hearts.”
5
 

This is ultimately what makes the New Covenant so utterly new and better.  Our 

sins are actually taken care of.  Not just vaguely remitted based on something that will 

happen in the future.  But explicitly canceled because of the once-for-all sacrifice of 

Christ.  Jesus sealed the New Covenant in his blood.  And his blood completely covered 

all those he died for.  If you are in the New Covenant you can be assured that your sins – 

past, present, and future – whatever they may be and however many they may be are 

completely atoned for.  Someone else has put it bluntly – “Sin cannot imperil the divine-

human relationships guaranteed by this new covenant, for sin will not be brought into 

account: God will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”
6
 

No more sin held against you.  Can you believe that?  Do you live in light of that?  

All your sins – gone!  That’s the beauty of it.  The blood of bulls and goats cannot atone 

for sins, but Jesus’ blood can and has completely.  So much so that God does not 

remember them anymore.  They’re not ‘forgiven’ only to be brought back out again and 
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waved in front of your face if you’re not acting as you should.  Gone.  Erased.  Removed.  

Abolished.  As the line to the old hymn goes: 

 

Well may the accuser roar, 

of sins that I have done; 

I know them all and thousands more, 

Jehovah knoweth none! 

 

Conclusion 

 This is what it means to be part of the New Covenant.  It is new and better 

because it is unbreakable, internal, experiential, and deals with sin removal.  There is no 

doubt: Jesus offers the superior covenant to live in.  Philip Hughes said this about it: 

“grace, not works; radical, not external; everlasting, not temporary; meeting man’s 

deepest need and transforming his whole being, because from beginning to end it would 

be the work, not of man, but of God himself.”
7
 

 Fred Malone puts it all together – “New Covenant members are those disciples of 

Jesus Christ who have the law written on their heart by the Holy Spirit of God, who know 

God experientially by faith, and who possess in reality the forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 

8:8-12).  These are the circumcised of heart, the true Jew, the faith seed of Abraham, the 

seed of Christ, the people for whom He died, the sheep whom He will keep from falling 

and bring safely to the eternal kingdom.”
8
  The New Covenant is the superior covenant 

to live in. 

Are you in the New Covenant?  Does everything I’ve been describing describe 

you?  Do you want it to?  If you’re here today and sense the Spirit of God working on 

your heart, you long for a love that is unconditional, you sense a need for inner change, 

you’re feeling the weight of your sin and the news of complete forgiveness sounds good, 

then put your faith in Christ right now.  I won’t give you a prayer to say, God himself 

will teach what to say.  Do that right now. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 And if you are a member of the New Covenant, which in normal circumstances is 

accompanied by being baptized and a member of a local church, then we are about to 

partake of a  covenant renewal ceremony – the Lord’s Table.  And as I we do, I want you 

to compare two passages of Scripture. 

 First, turn to Exodus 24.  This is the account of the institution of the Old 

Covenant. 

 

When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, 

they responded with one voice, “Everything the LORD has said we will 

do.”  Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said.  He got up 

early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and 

set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel.  Then he 

sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed 

young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD.  Moses took half of the 

blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar.  

Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people.  They 
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responded, “We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey.”  

Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the 

blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance 

with all these words.” (Ex. 24:3-8) 

 

Everything the Lord has said we will do… This is the blood of the covenant… 

 

Now compare that with Luke 22:14, 19-20: 

 

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table…  And 

he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This 

is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same 

way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” 

 

Benediction 
“May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from 

the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything 

good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.  Amen” (Heb. 13:20-21). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, December 8, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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