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Text 
This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the 
defeat of the kings and blessed him, 2 and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, his name means 
"king of righteousness"; then also, "king of Salem" means "king of peace." 3 Without father or mother, 
without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever. 
4 Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder! 5 Now the law 
requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people-- that is, their 
brothers-- even though their brothers are descended from Abraham. 6 This man, however, did not trace his 
descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 7 And 
without doubt the lesser person is blessed by the greater. 8 In the one case, the tenth is collected by men 
who die; but in the other case, by him who is declared to be living. 9 One might even say that Levi, who 
collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, 10 because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was 
still in the body of his ancestor. 11 If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood 
(for on the basis of it the law was given to the people), why was there still need for another priest to come-- 
one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? 12 For when there is a change of the 
priesthood, there must also be a change of the law. 13 He of whom these things are said belonged to a 
different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the altar. 14 For it is clear that our Lord 
descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 15 And what we have 
said is even more clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears, 16 one who has become a priest not on 
the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it 
is declared: "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek." 18 The former regulation is set aside 
because it was weak and useless 19 (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by 
which we draw near to God. 20 And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, 21 
but he became a priest with an oath when God said to him: "The Lord has sworn and will not change his 
mind: 'You are a priest forever.'" 22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better 
covenant. 23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in 
office; 24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to save 
completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 26 Such a 
high priest meets our need-- one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the 
heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his 
own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered 
himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which came after the law, 
appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever. 

 
Introduction 
 I hope everyone had a good Thanksgiving this week.  I’m just curious: how many 
of you started shopping on Thanksgiving Day this year?  How many went out on Black 
Friday?  This is the time of year for shopping I suppose.  But have you ever noticed that 
most of the things you bought or got for Christmas last year are broken, damaged, or not 
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working by now?  Now when it comes to the holiday season there’s one thing I’ve never 
understood, two that are a mystery to me: commercials where people get a Lexus for 
Christmas, and advertisements for diamonds as stocking stuffers.  I don’t get it.  People 
must buy these things as gifts, otherwise they wouldn’t keep advertising for them, but this 
is not my experience.  I’ve been known to do all my Christmas shopping at WalMart in 
the past. 
 But think about those diamond commercials.  You can probably recite some of the 
slogans – “Every kiss begins with Kay.”  “He went to Jared.”  “Zales: making moments 
last a lifetime.”  And what’s the most famous one, started in 1947 and considered to be 
the best advertising slogan of all time?  “A diamond is forever,” coined by the De Beers 
company.  “There are two things in the world that lasts longer than time.  Love is one of 
them.  A diamond is forever.”  But you know it’s not exactly true, right?  Diamonds can 
get crushed or damaged.  And diamonds have a melting point.  It’s really high, but at 
3,550 degrees Centigrade a diamond will melt. 
 How hot do you think it will be on the Day of the Lord, when “the heavens will 
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything 
in it will be laid bare…and the elements will melt in the heat” (2Pe. 3:10,12)?  And who 
will be left standing then, ready to usher in a new heaven and a new earth?  Jesus, the Son 
of God. 
 We’re looking at chapter 7 of Hebrews together today.  And in short, what we’re 
going to see is just this: Jesus is forever!  He is the only thing that is forever.  Let’s see 
more of what that means from this text.  But first… 
 
Let’s pray… 
 
Melchizedek 
 The book of Hebrews has been gearing up to explore in depth the High Priesthood 
of Jesus for quite a while.  And the author has been dropping this name – Melchizedek – 
several times (5:6, 5:10, 6:20 – “[Jesus] has become a high priest forever, in the order of 
Melchizedek.”).  The original hearers probably had a good idea of who he was talking 
about since Melchizedek was the object of much Jewish speculation at the time, but most 
of us today have no idea.  It’s a funny name that doesn’t have much meaning for us.  
Thankfully, we get brought up to speed in 7:1-10.  These verses give us the background 
to this mysterious figure. 
 And Melchizedek is mysterious indeed.  He is only mentioned in two other brief 
places in the Bible other than Hebrews.  One is in Psalm 110:4, which is what Hebrews is 
referencing here.  Psalm 110:4 says – “The LORD has sworn and will not change his 
mind: ‘You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.’”  And Psalm 110:4 is 
alluding to an enigmatic figure who makes a brief appearance in Genesis 14:18-20.  
Three verses are all we’ve got of him.  He shows up out of nowhere and then disappears 
without another mention… until he pops back up in Psalm 110 and then becomes a major 
part of the argument of Hebrews. 
 Here’s what we know: “This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God 
Most High.  He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings a blessed him, and 
Abraham gave him a tenth of everything” (vv. 1-2a).  Abraham – almost everybody 
knows who Abraham was.  He was the father of the whole Jewish people.  He was the 
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initial recipient of the promise.  He looms large over all of biblical history.  Abraham the 
patriarch. 

And in Genesis 14 we read how Abraham led an elite team of 318 commandos 
born in his household to track down an alliance of four kings led by a guy named 
Kedorlaomer who had attacked the region where his cousin Lot was living and taken him 
captive.  Abraham and his men routed the four kings and recovered all the goods and 
people.  On his way back suddenly before him is Melchizedek.  All it says of him is that 
he was a priest of God Most High – a term that Abraham used to refer to God.  And he 
pronounced a blessing over Abraham and then Abraham gave Melchizedek a tenth of 
everything he had recovered.  That’s all the material we have.  But the author Hebrews is 
going to wring out of it every last ounce that he can. 

“First, his name means ‘king of righteousness’ [melech = king, tzedek = 
righteousness in Hebrew]; then also, ‘king of Salem’ means ‘king of peace’ [shalom = 
peace]” (v. 2b).  So he is a kingly figure, a righteous king, a king of peace.  Then the 
author of Hebrews makes note of the fact that there is no mention of Melchizedek’s birth 
or death in the Scriptures and lets that heighten the mystique surrounding this man.  
“Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of 
life…” (v. 3a).  He is a king of seeming eternality. 

Now in reality, Melchizedek was just a person, he was born and died.  But since 
the Bible leaves so much about him out, it makes him a great type of the true eternal king 
– Jesus the Son of God.  The end of v. 3 says, “like the Son of God he remains a priest 
forever.”  Literally it reads, “made like the Son of God” (NASB).   Melchizedek, in the 
way the Bible speaks of him, was made to be like Christ.  It does not say that Christ was 
made similar to Melchizedek.  So Melchizedek is a type, a shadow of the real, eternal 
king.  Melchizedek’s seeming rootlessness and timelessness gives a picture of Jesus who 
indeed has existed forever and will continue to be without end. 

And Melchizedek was not just a king, he was a priest too.  This is an unusual 
combination.  In the OT it was important that the kingly office and the priestly office and 
the prophetic office were kept separate.  But here’s a king priest, pointing toward Jesus 
who perfectly holds all those offices in one.  So a king/priest who operated in Jerusalem 
(Salem) before the time of Israel and its temple there. 

The author now shows how Melchizedek represents something superior to the 
priestly system that came from Abraham and operated in the Tabernacle and Temple.  
Verse 4 – “Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of 
the plunder!”  Abraham was paying homage to Melchizedek, submitting to him.  So he 
represents someone greater than Abraham.  And since the Levitical priests came from 
Abraham, Melchizedek represents a priesthood greater than theirs.  Abraham fathered 
Isaac, Isaac fathered Jacob, and one of Jacob’s sons was Levi.  From Levi came Israel’s 
priests.  According to Numbers 18:20-32 they were to receive a tenth of everything from 
the people.  But here Melchizedek is taking a tenth from Abraham.  A priest, not from the 
line of Levi, but who precedes the line of Levi. 

And according to Numbers 6:22-27 part of the Levitical priests’ jobs was to bless 
the people.  But here Melchizedek is blessing Abraham, the Levitical priests’ ancestor.  
“And without doubt the lessor person is blessed by the greater” (v. 7).  It’s a bit of a 
tangled argument, but the case it’s making is that there is a type of a king/priest who pre-
dates the Levitical priests.  The Levitical priests die and are replaced by their children.  
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Melchizedek the priest is not said to die.  He represents something that stands above and 
transcends the priesthood of the OT.  “One might even say that Levi, who collects the 
tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi 
was still in the body of his ancestor” (vv. 9-10).  “The phrase ‘one might even say’ 
recognizes that the author is indulging his imagination a little here!”1 writes one person.  
He’s exploiting every angle of this mysterious figure Melchizedek to establish that there 
is an order of priesthood that outranks the Levitical priests. 

That’s the background.  That’s all we need to know about this Melchizedek 
character.  He’s not the main deal.  “Melchizedek is the figure, but Christ is the reality.”2  
And so “with that, Melchizedek has served his purpose in this letter and will not appear 
again, except in further references to the ‘order of Melchizedek’…  He can exit as 
mysteriously as he came in and leave his successor-priest, Jesus, in possession of the 
stage,” writes one commentator.3 
 
Jesus 
 So that’s Melchizedek.  The rest of this can focus on how Jesus fulfills the picture 
Melchizedek gives us and provides a better priest than the OT system of Levitical priests.  
I’m not going to walk through it all in order.  The train of thought is not the most linear 
and simple.  I don’t want to bore you with it or try to be a commentary.  Let me just draw 
out some of the points it makes and why it matters for us today. 
 
(1) The Levitical Priesthood Was Temporary 
 And by Levitical priesthood we’re talking about all that stuff we went through 
earlier this year in Leviticus – Aaron and his sons wearing certain robes, entering the 
tabernacle, the bronze altar, the Holy Place, the Most Holy Place, the burnt offerings, the 
grain offerings, the fellowship offerings, the sin offerings, the guilt offerings, the Day of 
Atonement…  These regulations found in the law were for a time, but not the end goal.  It 
was temporary. 
 One helpful analogy I’ve heard is that of “scaffolding and the building that is 
being constructed.  Scaffolding serves a very real purpose for a time.”  It has the shape of 
the structure to come.  “Nevertheless it is distinct from that building and at the appointed 
time when the building is completed, the scaffolding is taken down.”4  The Levitical 
priesthood is the scaffolding.  Christ is the majestic cathedral.  Now that he’s come and 
performed all his priestly duties, the Levitical priesthood is obsolete; it’s served its 
purpose and is done away with. 
 We get this very clearly from this passage.  The OT Law specified  Levites as 
priests.  If that was final, then why this stuff about another priest in the order of 
Melchizedek?  There was a “need for another priest to come” (v. 11), a new 
administration.  The OT administration was temporary. 
 
(2) The Levitical Priesthood Didn’t Work 

It was temporary and it was insufficient.  Verse 11 says, “If perfection could have 
been attained through the Levitical priesthood, [then it would have remained].”  
Implication: it was imperfect.  Verse 18 calls it “weak and useless.”  It “made nothing 
perfect” (v. 19).  It didn’t really provide salvation.  As we’ll see later in ch. 10 – “it is 
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”  The Levitical priesthood 
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didn’t really work.  The sacrificial system wasn’t adequate in itself to allow people to 
“draw near to God” (v. 19).  That doesn’t mean that men and women in the OT era 
enjoyed no knowledge of forgiveness or no intimacy with God.  They did, but just not 
based on the provisions of the Tabernacle.  It has always been by Jesus.  The OT 
regulations simply set him up and pointed people’s faith to him. 
 
(3) Jesus Is Forever 
 Now, unlike the temporary Levititical priesthood, we see here that Jesus’ 
priesthood is forever, because Jesus is forever.  As I said, this seems to be the main point 
of this section.  It’s woven all throughout.  The end of v. 3 uses the word ‘forever’.  It 
comes from Psalm 110:4 – “You are a priest forever,” which is quoted in v. 17 and again 
in v. 24.  God’s oath stands behind this.  Jesus’ priesthood is permanent. 
 As v. 16 says, Jesus possesses “the power of and indestructible life.”  This is 
referring to his divine eternal nature.  It’s also a reference to his resurrection.  “He was 
not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay” (Acts 2:31).  He lives forever. 
 Verse 23-24 tell us – “Now there have been many [Levitical] priests, since death 
prevented them from continuing in office [Josephus counted 83 high priests from Aaron 
to the first century]; but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.”  The 
last word of this chapter, v. 28 gives a summary and uses that word again – “the Son, 
who has been made perfect forever.”  Jesus is forever. 
 There’s a finality with Jesus.  He’s not a stepping stone to something better that 
will come along later and replace him.  There are religions like Islam and Mormonism 
that claim to be in this line but to have gotten an even better revelation, something more, 
something beyond.  But in each case the theology is a regression, not a progression.  It 
goes back in some way to an incomplete salvation.  There is nothing better than Jesus.  
He is forever. 
 
(4) Jesus Meets Our Need 
 The Levitical priesthood was temporary, but Jesus is forever.  The Levitical 
priesthood didn’t work, but Jesus meets our need!  How so? 
 (A) He’s qualified!  He’s truly qualified, he’s not just made priest because of his 
heredity, “on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry” (v. 16), but he perfectly 
embodies all the qualities needed in a priest.  Verse 26 says, “Such a high priest meets 
our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the 
heavens.”  Jesus is perfect in every way.  He fits the bill.  He has no flaws.  He alone is 
qualified to meet our need for a high priest. 
 Now you may be thinking, “Why do I need a priest?  Even if he is qualified.”  
Priests seem a bit unnecessary to us today.  We don’t usually think about them that much 
like they would have in ancient times.  Back then there were priests everywhere; they 
were inescapable in life.  But not so much today.  But maybe this will help: what do we 
have everywhere these days that’s similar?  Courts.  Judges.  Judge Judy.   Judge Mathis.  
I was talking with Vivian this week and she is going to start working for a judge and she 
was telling me all the protocol people still today have to follow.  He or she is ‘Your 
Honor’ when on the bench, but something else when in the chambers.  They wear robes.  
In England I believe some still wear wigs. 
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 A priest is kind of like a legal advocate.  Everyone needs one, right?  Things 
never go well for the person who opts to represent himself.  We need a good attorney.  
And what’s the case?  We know that our life is a trial.  Everything we do is trying to 
prove ourselves.  There’s some dialogue in Arthur Miller’s play After the Fall that 
describes this trial well.  One character says: 
 

More and more I think that for many years I looked at life like a case at 
law, a series of proofs.  When you’re young you prove how brave you are, 
or smart; then, what a good lover; then, a good father; finally, how wise, 
or powerful or [whatever].  But underlying it all, I see now, there was a 
presumption.  That I was moving on an upward path toward some 
elevation, where… I would be justified, or even condemned – a verdict 
anyway. 

 
That expresses well what we’re all doing in our lives.  We’re trying to justify ourselves.  
Arthur Miller’s character goes on to say: 
 

I think now that my disaster really began when I looked up one day – and 
the bench was empty.  No judge in sight.  And all that remained was the 
endless argument with oneself – this pointless litigation of existence 
before an empty bench.  Which, of course, is another way of saying – 
despair.”5 

 
I think he’s saying that even when he assumed the bench was empty, he couldn’t escape 
this trial.  Even those who say they don’t believe in God or judgment, still know deep 
down that he’s there.  We all know God is there.  We try on our own to impress him.  
We’ll even choose despair by trying to deny his existence in order to get out from his 
judgment.  But we don’t have to.  There’s a court appointed attorney that is superb.  Jesus 
is qualified… 
 (B) to be our intercessor!  Verse 25 – “He is able to save completely those who 
come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.”  He’s our 
intercessor, our advocate, our attorney before the bar of God.  Romans 8:34 – “Who is he 
that condemns?  Christ Jesus, who died – more than that, who was raised to life – is at the 
right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”  1 John 2:1 – “We have one who speaks 
to the Father in our defense – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.”  He can save us 
completely, because… 
 (C) Jesus is the final sacrifice.  He’s qualified to be our advocate and he’s 
successful as our advocate because he has a case!  He’s not just a good lawyer who can 
get us off the hook on a loophole or deceive the judge.  He doesn’t even plead with the 
judge and pull his heart strings for leniency or mercy.  Jesus as our intercessor doesn’t 
mean he’s always up there saying, “Oh… give her one more chance.  Please, please, 
please…”  Verse 27 – “Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices 
day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people.  He sacrificed for 
their sins once for all when he offered himself.”  Once for all.  Probably the three greatest 
words in the book of Hebrews.  His defense for you is airtight.  The case is open and shut.  
He has paid the penalty in full.  There is no double jeopardy. 
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 How does Jesus meet our deepest need?  He’s qualified.  He’s an intercessor.  He 
made the once for all, final sacrifice to end all debate.  And… 
 (D) Jesus offers a better hope.  Verse 19 – “A better hope is introduced, by which 
we draw near to God.”  We are not just acquitted to go free to live our own lives.  The 
judge becomes our Father.  We are reconciled to him, welcomed into his chambers.  We 
get to be with him now and forever.  How much do you take advantage of this throughout 
the days?  Do you regularly draw near to God through prayer?  Can you sing the words of 
this hymn: 
 

Arise, my soul, arise; shake off your guilty fears; 
The bleeding sacrifice on my behalf appears: 

Before the throne my surety stands, 
Before the throne my surety stands, 
My name is written on His hands. 

 
He ever lives above, for me to intercede; 

His all redeeming love, His precious blood, to plead: 
His blood atoned for every race, 
His blood atoned for every race, 

And sprinkles now the throne of grace. 
 

My God is reconciled; His pard’ning voice I hear; 
He owns me as His child; I can no longer fear: 

With confidence I now draw nigh, 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And “Father, Abba, Father,” cry.6 

 
Conclusion 

Brothers and sisters: Jesus is forever!  Marshal Fields, a Chicago icon, is now a 
Macy’s.  The Sears Tower is now the Willis Tower.  And soon there will no longer be 
any Dominick’s in Chicagoland.  Nothing else in this world is forever.  “Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday and today and forever” (Heb. 13:8). 

Through it all he remains, a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.  However 
I’m feeling right now, whatever life stage I’m in, whatever else changes, he is right there 
at the Father’s right hand.  He’s like the sun (s-u-n), burning at 5,500 degrees Centigrade 
on its surface.  As long as it’s there we’re okay.  If and when it burns out our earthly 
existence is done.  But the Son (s-o-n) is forever, for when heaven and earth pass away, 
in that eternal city there will be no need for the sun to shine on it, “for the glory of God 
gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp” (Rev. 21:23).  Jesus is forever – a qualified 
intercessor who made the final sacrifice and offers us the best hope possible. 
 
Lord’s Table 

Let us draw near to God through Jesus!  There is no other way. 
 
Benediction 
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May the eyes of your heart be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which 
he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his 
mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and 
dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one 
to come. 
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