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Text 
We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12 In fact, though 

by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word 

all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not 

acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use 

have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again 

the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2 instruction about baptisms, 

the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will 

do so. 4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who 

have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the 

coming age, 6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying 

the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 7 Land that drinks in the rain often 

falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. 8 

But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will 

be burned. 9 Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are confident of better things in your case-- 

things that accompany salvation. 10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have 

shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to show this 

same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure. 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but 

to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised. 

 

Introduction 
I said last week that we were entering an extended section of Hebrews that deals 

with Jesus as the superior High Priest.  Well, we are but today the author takes a bit of a 

digression in the middle of this section on the High Priesthood of Jesus. 

Remember: Hebrews is really a kind of sermon itself.  And as such it has content 

mixed with exhortation.  There’s some heavy content in this book with several places 

where he pauses and gets personal.  Today’s section is probably the most intensely 

personal section of the book.  It’s very practical.  It gives a dire warning like the videos 

you watch in Driver’s Ed class designed to make you wear your seat belt and be 

responsible.  It also has warm encouragement like the concerned high school teacher who 

takes you aside and tells you what she sees in you.  It’s a pretty amazing section. 

There’s a lot here.  Why am I taking all of this at once?  Well because it’s all one 

digression.  The theological train of thought explaining Jesus as a High Priest resumes in 

6:13.  And if you look at 5:11 and 6:12 – the first and last verses of this section – they 

each have a significant word in common.  I don’t know why the English translations 

don’t give evidence to this, but v. 11 says, “We have much to say about this, but it is hard 
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to explain because you are slow to learn [sluggish].”  In 6:12 the same word is used – 

“We do not want you to become lazy [sluggish]…”  The use of this word at the beginning 

and end of this digression shows us that it is one unit and it is concerned with this topic of 

sluggishness, laziness, spiritual stagnation, stunted growth. 

That’s what this is about.  Hebrews is a sermon written to Christians who are 

struggling, they’ve become Christians at some point in the past, but here they are today 

and they’re teetering on the brink of going back.  And the author is very concerned for 

them. 

That doesn’t mean if you’re not a Christian yet you can’t get anything out of this 

or that it will be talking past you.  Actually, as the author unpacks the rich theology of 

who Jesus is in this book to encourage his primary audience – struggling Christians – 

non-Christians get a powerful, stirring depiction of who Jesus is, what he’s done, and 

what it means to put your faith in him.  And one of the reasons why there are so many 

professions of faith and so little perseverance of faith is because those who convert aren’t 

given a full, robust explanation of the faith and a serious call to count the cost and come 

all in.  They’re given a very thin, flimsy presentation and it’s not that surprising when the 

winds blow and the waves crash it disintegrates.  So this is not just an insider chat.  This 

is for non-Christians too.  I want you to see how amazing and all-compassing and serious 

Jesus is.  He’s not just a simplistic crutch for some pimply, insecure teenagers at a 

summer camp, but the answer to the most adult problems. 

But today especially I want to talk straight with the church, with those of you who 

call yourselves Christians, who have been Christians for perhaps awhile.  The fact of the 

matter is that at this moment the majority of Immanuel is people who have been 

Christians for a while (grew up in Christian homes, even went to Christian colleges).  I 

want to see that ratio change as we reach and disciple non-believers who live in our 

neighborhood with the gospel and the fact that it is what it is could be tied to the problem 

we’re going to discuss today.  And that problem is that many of you are stuck, plateaued, 

not growing. 

That’s a problem.  Our newborn – Elly – recently went in for her one month 

appointment and she weighed 2 oz. less than her birth weight.  The doctor was concerned.  

That’s not normal.  We had to take his recommendations seriously and thankfully on 

Friday she went back and had gained a pound.  But something had to happen.  If at one 

year she was still 8 lbs that wouldn’t be good.  It’s the same in the Christian life.  If 

you’re a Christian, you must grow.  You must be advancing.  All the time.  Another 

illustration is that it’s like riding a bike, in this way: if you’re not moving forward on a 

bike, you fall off. 

Now, progress and growth can look like many different things at different 

seasons, but the basic point of this passage, and it’s a point made all over the NT, is just 

this: real Christians grow up. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Diagnosis of Spiritual Immaturity 
 In chapter 5 verses 11-14 we have a diagnosis of spiritual immaturity.  The writer 

to the Hebrews has determined that many people in this church are not growing.  They 

are spiritually immature.  He’s gearing up for a detailed exposition of Jesus as the great 
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High Priest, but he pauses.  “We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain 

because you are slow to learn” (5:11).  He knows that there’s an issue in this church of 

sluggishness, many people are stalled and they need a loving challenge before he goes on.  

He’s not saying they’re stupid.  The word “indicates a problem of will rather than of 

intellectual capacity.”
1
  They’re just not trying to go deeper, to understand more.  Could 

he say the same thing to you?  You can get it; you may just not be trying very hard, 

making spiritual growth your priority; you’re apathetic. 

 How could you tell?  Here’s a great test for whether or not you’re stuck.  It comes 

in the very next verse; v. 12 – “In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you 

need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again.”  Are you 

a teacher?  I’m not talking about being a pastor.  I’m just talking about – Could you teach 

someone else the Bible, someone who knew nothing or little about God’s word?  Could 

you explain the gospel to an unbeliever and engage with his or her questions?  Do you do 

that?  If not, you’re probably stalled.  Could you take a new believer under your wing 

“and explain… to him the way of God more adequately” (Acts 18:26)?  Could you?  Do 

you do that?  If you’ve never or you’re not currently in some form or fashion doing that, 

you’re probably spiritually sluggish. 

If you’re a new believer yourself, that’s cool.  This is talking about people who 

“by this time… ought to be teachers.”  They’ve been Christians for 3, 4, 5, 10, 20 years 

now but they’ve never discipled somebody.  Do you know what I mean when I say 

“disciple” somebody?  I mean have an intentional spiritual friendship of influence.  Could 

you do that?  Do you do that?  You don’t have to know everything, you just have to know 

something that you want to share and pass on.  And the thing is: as you do, as you begin 

to teach others you find that you grow spiritually yourself.  You want to dig deeper and 

you ask someone else questions and for advice.  It stretches you.  If you’re feeling 

spiritually stagnant, you’re not teaching anyone else.  You’re just living for yourself.  

And you’ll be like a body of water that has nothing coming in and nothing going out of it 

– stale. 

“Maturity in discipleship is measured by the ability to teach others (cf. 2Ti 2:2).”
2
  

Again, you may not be a full-time pastor or a biblical scholar, that’s fine!  But you know 

the Lord and how to follow him in this world.  And you care for other people and want to 

teach them about the Lord and how to follow him in the day-to-day realities of this world.  

If you want to start doing this but feel hesitant, let me know.  I may meet with you or put 

you together with someone else who can model it for you so you can learn to do it 

yourself.  If you don’t want that at all, that’s a problem that spells spiritual immaturity… 

or worse. 

The point is that you can’t be a baby Christian forever.  And that’s the imagery 

conjured up in the next sentences.  The author writes, “You need milk, not solid food!”  

They haven’t moved on in their growth from the basics when by this time they should 

have.  It’s okay for Elly to be on breast milk only; it would be odd and unhealthy if Lucy 

was.  Paul said something similar to the Corinthian church, so it must be a universal 

problem.  He said, “Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly – mere 

infants in Christ.  I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it.  

Indeed, you are still not ready” (1Cor. 3:1-2).  The reality of spiritual immaturity is still 

present today. 
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Now this metaphor could apply to theology.  “Jesus Loves Me This I Know” is a 

great song, but we should also grow up and be able to sing “And Can It Be?” or “In 

Christ Alone” or other more doctrinally rich songs.  Reading a tract is good, but we 

should eventually be able to read a good book on theology.  Reading a kids picture Bible 

is good, but you should also be reading the real Bible – all of it.  It is good to learn deeper 

theology, but that’s not primarily what this is referring to. 

Hebrews goes on – “Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not 

acquainted with the teaching about righteousness” (5:13).  I, with almost all 

commentators, take that to mean righteous living.  You can explain the ins and outs of the 

scholastic debates on imputed righteousness, but still be immature.  Do you know what it 

means to live a righteous life now that Christ’s righteousness has been given to you?  I 

take it that way because of the next verse – “But solid food is for the mature, who by 

constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil” (5:14).  This is 

talking about wisdom.  Do you not just know a theology of marriage, but do you know 

how to love and pursue and tenderly serve a woman, men? 

 One person has put it this way – “Grown-up Christians, then, are those who have 

learned through experience to make well-judged moral decisions for themselves instead 

of needing, like children, to be told what to do.”
3
  Are you a grown-up Christian?  Can 

you teach others, or do you still need someone to hold your hand?  Maybe admitting that 

you need someone to hold your hand for a while might be your first step in growing up.  

But the goal is that every Christian eventually would be teaching others.  Can you 

distinguish between good and evil?  Have you learned how to live righteously, 

obediently, wisely in this world? 

 David Wells put it this way: 

 

Conversion is not an isolated event but is related to the entire life of faith 

that follows from it.  It is the moment of birth into a new life.  It is like a 

doorway into a room.  A person is born to live, not to linger on the edge of 

the womb in a time limbo.  A person opens a door not for the pleasure of 

standing forever on the threshold but to enter the room….  The only real 

proof of our conversion is an obedient and fruitful life.
4
 

 

 So I ask – Are you just hanging out in the doorway?  Are you struggling with 

failure to thrive and still staying a baby Christian?  Have you learned to walk in 

obedience?  Is there fruit in your life – “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (cf. Gal. 5:22-23)?  Or are you spiritually 

immature? 

 

Call to Spiritual Maturity 
 So 5:11-14 diagnoses spiritual immaturity.  6:1-3 gives a call to pursue spiritual 

maturity.  “Therefore, let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to 

maturity” (6:1a).  This doesn’t mean move on from and forget about, but build on.  

You’ve probably heard the phrase around here – “You never move on from the gospel.  

The gospel is not the ABC’s of the Christian life but the A to Z?”  The gospel is the 

ABC’s – I’m a sinner under God’s wrath; Jesus was a perfect substitute who bore God’s 

wrath in my place and gives me his righteousness; now I’m accepted by God both now 
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and forevermore.  That’s enough to get you saved.  But that basic message needs to be 

fleshed out and applied to all areas of my life.  I can’t stay with a mere 3
rd

 grade, Sunday 

School understanding of the gospel.  I need to learn what it means for my body image 

issues, my anxiety, my addictions, my parenting, my friendships, my middle age crisis, 

etc...  This is spiritual growth. 

 “The author is not suggesting that they should leave behind the gospel for some 

form of deeper or fuller instruction.”
5
  The ABC’s are the foundation, but the foundation 

you build on.  You don’t keep laying a foundation over and over again.  The next part 

uses that term – foundation – and then spells out what the foundation is – “Not laying 

again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 

instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and 

eternal judgment” (6:1b-2). 

Remember that this is being written to 1
st
 century Jews who have converted to 

Christianity, so that kind of informs how he speaks of the foundation.  There are six items 

listed here – 3 pairs, 3 sets of 2.  First: repentance and faith.  That’s how it all starts.  To 

become a Christian is not just to believe, it is also to repent.  You know that, right?  It’s 

all the same motion.  To turn to Christ in faith I must turn from dead works, that is a life 

of sin that leads to death.  It’s all one motion.  We must be clear when we call people to 

Christ that it is a call to repent of sin, to turn from it and live, otherwise they will get 

confused when afterwards you start to hold them accountable. 

The next pair of foundation stones is instruction about baptisms and the laying on 

of hands.  Notice it says baptisms.  The form of the word and the fact that it’s plural 

means this is not a direct reference to Christian baptism, although that could probably be 

part of it.  It’s referring to ritual washings known in Judaism (cf. 9:10).  These converts 

need to know that it’s not the washing of hands and bowls and cups that makes them 

clean, but the work of Christ alone (which, however, is pictured in Christian baptism).  

This would have been a part of basic teaching at the time.  Hopefully you know that you 

can’t clean your life up and hopefully if you’ve become a Christian you have been 

baptized into Christ to symbolize that.  If you haven’t, let’s talk and let’s get that done.  

That’s basic.  The laying on of hands was a practice seen in the book of Acts associated 

with the receiving of the Holy Spirit.  When you become a Christian you receive the 

power of the Holy Spirit to enable you to live a new life.  The laying on of hands could 

also refer to prayer in general.  These are basics. 

The last pair of elemental teachings is the resurrection of the dead and eternal 

judgment.  This world is going somewhere.  There is coming a day when the Christ who 

died and was raised will come again and eternal destinies will be entered into.  You must 

live this life with a mind to the next.  For the Christian that means heaven is awaiting and 

that changes everything.  We have hope.  We don’t live for this world. 

These are all basic Christian teachings.  We must repent and put our faith in God.  

We must stop trying to clean ourselves up and get baptized into Christ and start living the 

Spirit-filled life.  And we must think about the age to come with sober anticipation.  This 

is basic Christianity.  Now the author is calling this church and us to not just stay there, 

but go deeper.  What does repentance and faith look like in the face of pressures not just 

to get drunk and sleep around, but to resist the subtle pulls of consumerism and 

individualism and self-righteousness?  What does it mean to live by the power of the 

Spirit and to “not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day 
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of redemption” (Eph. 4:30) in the humdrum of a job?  What does it mean to live in light 

of eternity when you’re diagnosed with cancer or when a loved one dies or when a 401K 

crashes? 

 Let us be moved beyond the superficial, basic level.  This is a plural endeavor – 

let us.  We need other people to do this.  Spiritual growth isn’t just something you try 

harder to do on your own.  You need others to surface your sins, to help you work 

through them, to remind you of the gospel.  And it’s also something ultimately that God 

has to do in us.  Verse 3 – “And God permitting, we will do so [that is grow up].”  We 

can’t pull ourselves up.  We need the power of the Holy Spirit working in us.  It’s that 

mysterious interplay of divine grace and human effort.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:10 

– “by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect.  No, I 

worked harder than all of them – yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.”  Can 

you say that?  It’s all God at work in us to will and to act according to his good purpose, 

but that doesn’t make me passive; I’ve got to work out my salvation with fear and 

trembling (cf. Ph. 2:12-13).  Do you want this? 

 

Warning of Spiritual Disaster 
 So we’ve seen a diagnosis of spiritual immaturity and then a call for spiritual 

maturity.  The next section – 6:4-8 – is a strong warning of the potential for spiritual 

disaster.  There are some tough interpretive issues in this section.  I don’t want to make 

light of them, but I also don’t want to miss the overall rhetorical effect of this warning in 

the flow of what the author is saying.  He’s saying don’t mess around because it’s very 

dangerous to hover around in the doorway, because the door could be closed on you and 

you find yourself outside. 

 Let’s see what it says – “It is impossible for those who have once been 

enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who 

have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they 

fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the 

Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace” (6:4-6).  Again, this is a 

hard passage to completely unravel, but really it’s no different than what Jesus says in 

Matthew 7 about there being people who will say at the final judgment, “Lord, Lord, did 

we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many 

miracles?”  Then Jesus will tell them plainly, “I never knew you.  Away from me, you 

evildoers!” (Mt. 7:22-23). 

It’s possible to have intense spiritual experiences, look like you’re genuinely born 

again, but not really be.  Enlightenment in the NT and especially even in Hebrews refers 

to that initial act of conversion.  10:32 – “Remember those earlier days after you had 

received the light… [same word]”  But there are false conversions (think of the parable of 

the soils or the example of Simon the Sorcerer in Acts 8 who it says “believed and was 

baptized” but turns out was not genuine; cf. Acts 8:9ff).  Tasting means experiencing.  

The Holy Spirit can be experienced in extraordinary ways, even by those who in the end 

aren’t shown to be genuine believers (think Saul in the OT; cf. 1Sam. 10).  The word of 

God can be a fascination to some people for a time and they can respond powerfully to it, 

but not persevere.  Many of the benefits and behaviors of the kingdom of God can come 

to people, but they not really be in the kingdom.  It’s possible. 
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What this passage says is not possible is for people who have been deeply into the 

things of God and who blatantly walk away from it to be brought back to repentance.  

Jesus can’t be played around with like that.  Now that’s what it says.  I have specific 

people in my mind, you probably do too, and we’re thinking, “What does that mean for 

her?  For him?”  I don’t know.  How much did they have to have experienced?  What 

exactly qualifies as falling away?  I don’t know.  I have friends that seem to fit this 

category; I still pray for them to repent.  But I know that there is a point of no return.  

Like Esau who it says in Hebrews 12:17 – “found no chance to repent, though he sought 

it with tears” (ESV).  There is a sin that lead to death (1Jn. 5:16).  I’m not sure exactly 

what it is.  There is such a thing as blasphemy against the Holy Spirit that is 

unforgiveable (Mk. 3:29).  I don’t know who has committed it. 

But here’s what I do know: the point is – Don’t go there!  When has someone 

crossed the line?  I don’t know.  But stay far away from it!  Don’t mess around.  Grow!  

Don’t think about how someone else fits into these categories right now.  Think about 

yourself and get as far away from this as possible.  This is not a game!  Don’t play around 

with it.  Stay close to Jesus.  Seek to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ” (2Pe. 3:18).  Repent of your stagnation.  Go to church every Sunday.  

Read your Bible every morning.  Go to Small Group every week.  If you have questions, 

find answers.  If you’re struggling, seek help.  If you’re living for yourself, get involved 

in a ministry.  If you’re cynical or hurt, don’t nurse those pains, get healing.  Do whatever 

it takes.  Please! 

In my ministry over the last ten years I’ve seen more people leave the faith than 

join it.  Okay?  This is serious.  Now the question for me is: What will I do?  Will I keep 

going, keep believing, keep preaching, keep loving, keep hoping, keep trusting?  Or will I 

get jaded and burned out and frustrated and pout.  Many pastors have left the ministry 

and even the faith for these reasons.  It’s hard.  And here’s the reality, just to make it 

personal.  Even though I have a conversion story to tell and have wept in worship and 

seen the Holy Spirit use me in sweet ways and gotten a Master’s Degree in the Bible and 

all that, if in 20 years I’m bitter, anti-church, divorced, given up on Jesus as the only way, 

writing blogs as a post-evangelical, then it will be that I never really got the gospel in the 

first place.  I was doing ministry for myself.  And I don’t act like that scenario is entirely 

unthinkable.  I know that my heart is wicked and so I must keep working the gospel into 

it every day and seeking to grow and never let up.
6
 

Because Hebrews “virtually defines true believers as those who hold firmly to the 

end the confidence they had at first [cf. 3:14].”
7
  D.A. Carson says, “[There is] a kind of 

transitory faith, a form of conversion which, like the seed sown on rocky places [in Jesus’ 

parable of the soils], has all the signs of life, but which does not persevere.”
8
  P.T. 

O’Brien writes, “Genuine faith, by definition, perseveres but false faith, regardless of its 

early signs of life, does not.”
9
  We must persevere. 

And we must produce fruit.  Verses 7 and 8 utilize an agricultural metaphor.  

“Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those 

for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God.  But land that produces thorns and 

thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed.  In the end it will be burned.”  

Which kind of soil do you want to be? 

 

Expectation of Spiritual Growth 
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 So we’ve seen the diagnosis of spiritual immaturity and the call to maturity, then 

a harsh warning against spiritual disaster.  Finally, this section closes with a stated 

expectation of spiritual growth.  He ends on the warm note of encouragement in vv. 9-12.  

Notice, as one person has pointed out to me, that the “author does not explicitly accuse 

his listeners of having committed apostasy…  He has addressed them directly in vv. 1-3, 

and speaks to them again (using you) in his encouraging remarks [in vv. 9-12].  But he 

carefully employs the third person, those who, in the descriptions of vv. 4-6, and does not 

explicitly identify them in the second person, ‘you who….’  Presumably, this is because 

he believes they can still avoid apostasy – hence his warnings and encouragements.”
10

  

Does that make sense?  He’s speaking hypothetically in vv. 4-6; he’s not saying he thinks 

this is where his hearers are. 

In fact, he says he has confidence of better things in their case – things that 

accompany salvation (v. 9).  The tone has changed.  It’s now softer.  He really loves these 

people.  Love doesn’t mean you never raise your voice.  Love doesn’t mean you never 

discipline; in fact, the very opposite.  But love also means you express affection.  He calls 

them “dear friends” – “Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are confident of 

better things in your case” (v. 9).  Why else would he be writing?  He is not softening the 

message.  He is sober, but hopeful.  He believes they will respond. 

And he praises them.  He points out the signs of grace that he sees in their lives.  

We need people to do this for us, don’t we?  We need warnings.  We also need 

encouragements.  He says, “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love 

you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them” (v. 10).  

He knows them.  He has fond memories of their work and acts of love.  There’s a history 

here in this church.  It sounds kind of like Jesus’ letters to the churches in Revelation – “I 

know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance” (Rev. 2:2), “I know your 

deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing 

more than you did at first” (Rev. 2:19).  Similar things could be said about this church. 

There have been some neat things that have happened here.  Andy: remember 

when we brought Kepano Green to UIC and put on that concert and all the work you put 

into it?  And Adam: you shared your testimony there.  I remember going over to Toby 

and Cassie’s Grenshaw place and praying with Cassie and Lindsey about some hard stuff 

going on in their life and walking through that together.  Michael: we’ve cried together as 

we sent out our best friends to go plant a church.  Hobin: I could say so much… I was 

thinking about the “Get on the bus speech” you gave back in the parlor at Seminary 

Avenue before we moved down here.  Holly: I remember May taking a walk with you 

during a lunch break at work and praying with you to accept Christ as your Savior.  Woo 

do you remember our talk at efebina’s way back when?  Brian: Andrea and I were 

reminiscing about the time when you were living with us and you came in late and I was 

gone and she was freaked out that someone had broken in.  Jesse: remember the dream 

you had on a Saturday night that caused you to look us up and visit on a Sunday 

morning?  Jeff: remember the album you recorded at The Meeting Place on Taylor?  

Daniel: remember packed van rides after Small Group back to Moody? 

We’ve been through so much together.  Let’s go to heaven together!  What do you 

say?  God’s done so much.  We’ve come a long way.  “[I] want each of you to show this 

same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure” (6:11).  There’s more to 

be done, more growth to be had, more ministry to do together in our city.  There is much 
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still ahead of us.  I have great hope.  “My brothers [and sisters], be all the more eager to 

make your calling and election sure.  For if you [take these warnings seriously and 

constantly seek to grow in your faith together], you will never fall, and you will receive a 

rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2Pe. 1:10-

11). 

“[I] do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and 

patience inherit what has been promised” (6:12).  We’ll look a little at one great example 

of that some next week in Abraham and then again in that great ‘Hall of Faith’ in chapter 

11.  I’ll just say here that it’s great to read Christian biography, to hear of Christians who 

have gone before us and endured great sufferings and had ups and downs, but persevered 

to the end in faith.  And we need older saints in our lives now too that can tell us of God’s 

faithfulness and speak into our life stages from the other side.  Would you pray with me 

that God would grow our church up into that kind of place?  Not just a transient, 

revolving door of 18 to 30 year olds. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Well, the main point is that real Christians grow up.  One of the ways he 

nourishes us on this journey is through the Lord’s Table, so let’s prepare to eat there 

together now.  What has God been speaking to you about?  Are you stuck?  Repent and 

come to Jesus… 

 

Benediction 
I pray for you, asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual 

wisdom and understanding in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may 

please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of 

God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may 

have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 

qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. – 

Colossians 1:9-12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 17, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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